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Fracking wastewater in California full of harmful, cancerous 
chemicals – report
Published time: March 12, 2015 17:48  Get short URL
Disclosures in California revealed this week that a bevy of toxic, cancer-linked 
chemicals in fracking wastewater are routinely injected back into the ground. State 
regulators of the oil and gas industry, meanwhile, admitted to substandard 
oversight.

More than a year after California’s unprecedented law requiring transparency over 
contents of hydraulic fracturing -- or fracking -- wastewater, a new report by the 
Environmental Working Group showed that the state has allowed a variety of 
carcinogenic chemicals to be pumped back into the ground after use, thereby 
freeing oil and gas deposits.

The group said that “more than a dozen hazardous chemicals and metals as well 
as radiation were detected in the wastewater, some at average levels that are 
hundreds or thousands of times higher than the state’s drinking water standards or 
public health goals.”

Read more

‘Fracking loophole’ allows drilling companies to use unregulated toxins – 
report
The report – ‘Toxic Stew: What’s in Fracking Wastewater’ – stemmed from the 
state’s 2013 disclosure law which mandates the comprehensive testing and public 
release of the chemicals in drilling wastewater. The oil and gas industry has fought 
hard – with cover from government regulators like the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and California’s own Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources 
– to obfuscate and conceal what it injects into the Earth.

“Petroleum chemicals, heavy metals and radioactive elements, plus high levels of 
dissolved solids, are among the pollutants found in fracking wastewater samples 
tested under the new disclosure program,” the Environmental Working Group 
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wrote.

“They include benzene, chromium-6, lead and arsenic – all listed under California’s 
Proposition 65 as causes of cancer or reproductive harm. Nearly every one of the 
293 samples tested contained benzene at levels ranging from twice to more than 
7,000 times the state drinking water standard. The wastewater also carried, on 
average, thousands of times more radioactive radium than the state’s public health 
goals consider safe, as well as elevated levels of potentially harmful ions such as 
nitrate and chloride.”

State officials have said there is “no evidence to date that California aquifers 
currently used for drinking water have been contaminated by fracking chemicals,” 
the Environmental Working Group wrote.

Read more

California aquifers contaminated with billions of gallons of fracking 
wastewater
Yet, in October, the state found that the oil and gas industry had illegally 
injected about three billion gallons of fracking wastewater into central 
California drinking water and farm irrigation aquifers.

Last week, the state ordered a halt to drilling at 12 wastewater injection wells in 
California’s Central Valley "out of an abundance of caution for public health,” said 
Steve Bohlen, head of the state Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources. 
The state has shut down 23 of the hundreds of injection wells located in aquifers 
that are not approved for wastewater, the Los Angeles Times reported.

To unleash oil or natural gas from shale or other areas, the fracking process 
requires blasting large volumes of highly pressurized water, sand, and other 
chemicals into layers of rock.

Once used, toxic fracking wastewater is then either stored in deep underground 
wells, disposed of in open pits for evaporation, sprayed into waste fields, or used 
over again.
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Fracking has been linked to groundwater contamination, heightened 
earthquake activity, exacerbation of drought conditions, and a variety of 
health concerns for humans and the local environment.

Oil and gas companies are under increasingly intense pressure nationwide to 
respond over increased transparency of chemicals used in the fracking process. As 
RT has reported, industry has avoided divulging -- often under the cover of official 
regulatory agencies -- just what chemicals are involved in their toxic injection fluids. 
Yet drillers insist the chemicals do not endanger human health, contradicting 
findings by scientists and environmentalists.

Read more

US geological agency calls for data sharing on fracking-induced tremors
Critics -- including the US Government Accountability Office -- have long contended 
that the EPA has been soft on the industry because they believe the agency is 
reluctant to stand in the way of what has quickly become a very profitable business 
model amid the oil and gas boom in North America.

State regulators
California’s Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, meanwhile, took a 
grilling this week in Sacramento, as a Senate panel lambasted the agency for 
failing to adequately protect drinking water from oil and gas development, among 
other “endemic” shortcomings.

"There has been a serious imbalance between the role regulating the oil and 
gas industry and the role of protecting the public," said Sen. Hannah-Beth 
Jackson of Santa Barbara, according to the Los Angeles Times.

Officials from the Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR) 
admitted that the agency had for years allowed for the breaking of federal law 
when companies injected fracking and other wastewater into hundreds of 
disposal wells within protected aquifers.

The DOGGR officials blamed past errors on inconsistent record-keeping and 
outdated data collection.
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In its new report, the Environmental Working Group noted that “the mandated 
[fracking chemical] disclosure data on the state’s website is still incomplete and 
confusing,” and that “California allows drillers to request permission to keep the 
exact recipe of their fracking fluid off the publicly accessible website.”

Read more

Living near fracking sites deteriorates health - study
Last month, it was reported that California officials permitted oil and gas 
companies to dispose of waste and other fluids into aquifers containing 
drinking and irrigation water more than 2,500 times. Significantly, 46 percent 
of these permits were authorized within the last four years – the same 
timeframe during which the EPA warned California that regulators were not 
sufficiently protecting underground water reserves in the drought-stricken 
state.

State regulators subsequently offered the EPA a new plan that detailed how 
California would change its permit approval process. The plan also addresses how 
the state would confront contamination risks. Steve Bohlen, the head of DOGGR, 
said last month that 140 of the affected injection sites were actively pumping waste 
into aquifers holding good quality water.

READ MORE: Severe drought in California spreading at unprecedented rate

In July 2014, seven companies were hit with cease and desist letters in California 
after 11 wastewater injection sites were shut down over contamination concerns.

Despite popular support, a moratorium on fracking in the state was killed in the 
California Senate last May. The oil industry spent nearly $1.5 million in three 
months fighting the bill.

California is the third-largest oil producing state in the US, but it’s also in its fourth 
year of a severe drought, highlighting the need to keep its water reserves safe.
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