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Nathan Stringer - SUBMISSION: Woolgoolga to Ballina Project

From: Danielle Holland <cpdrive@hotmail.com>
To: <plan_comment@planning.nsw.gov.au>
Date: 18/02/2013 5:38 PM

Subject: SUBMISSION: Woolgoolga to Ballina Project

Attachments: Email from Kylie Cochrane.xps; Unanswered Email from David Bell.xps

18 February 2013

Major Projects Assessment

Department of Planning and Infrastructure
GPO Box 39

SYDNEY NSW 2001

To Whom It May Concern

WOOLGOOLGA TO BALLINA PROJECT: Woolgoolga to Wells Crossing

Please accept my submission as an anxious propertgr in the Corindi Park Drive area. My submiss®made du
to concerns | have with the roadway to be builhimit800 metres of the recently completed Blackad@bgfety Work
Project on the Pacific Highway at Corindi Beach #melincreased possibility and likelihood of furtlaecumulation ar
inundation of water which may occur adjacent tohtghway and in Corindi Park Drive, Corindi BeacBW 2456.

Before | list my concerns in relation to the Woabtga to Wells Crossing section, it is imperativatthprovide you wit
background on the current issues experienced hgems on account of the Roads and Maritime SesviE&MS
Blackadder Creek Safety Works Project.

As per the RMS website, the Blackadder Safety Wénggect on the Pacific Highway at Corindi Beactsweamplete
in June 2012. On 26 January 2012, residents oin@ioRark Drive were inundated with an enormous amof wate
which is believed to be linked to the unlawful medtion of water by the RMS. This water inundateevpusly flood-
free homes and properties and prompted evacuaimhsoad closures by emergency services.

To date, residents have been tirelessly liaisirty thie RMS but are still no closer to being prodida explanation as
why our previously floodree neighbourhood was inundated with excess wWptease see latest unanswered email
7th December 2012). The RMS agreed to fund an sebiaeport which was found by residents to be frawgth
prejudice. Snowy Mountains Engineering Corpora{8MEC) was engaged, a company regularly used bRM8, tc
undertake flood modeling with the use of RMS suoreyto advise of levels. It was not surprising tt& modeling di
not concur with the water levels experienced bydergs on 26 January 2012 and showed water inurgdatoperties i
a manner which did not occur.
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This is a very brief account of the event as liseathat this submission is in reference to theenirWoolgoolga t
Wells Crossing Project. | would be more than happyprovide you with additional information, photasd videt
regarding the Blackadder event if you feel this lddae of assistance and | may be contacted on 6482044,

The RMS refer to community and stakeholder engagénpéan within the EIS which did not extend to
neighbourhood although we have previously beendflafiected due to the Blackadder Project. | wastteforganis
meetings and discussions with Garry McPherson (RI38&g Roggenkamp (SKM) and Kylie Cochrane (SKM)edi
discussions have led me to hold serious concerref@énence to the current project and | outlinertheelow:

NO CONSULTATION WITH RESIDENTS

Consultation was lacking and residents of CorinalikFDrive accidentally stumbled upon the most réceeeting
when a “directly affectedfesident made a passing comment. | was contactékiaby McPherson, Project Mana

(RMS) at 19:50 on Thursdayfhﬂ:ebruary who advised me that the meeting was toelgkin two days time. Tt
contact was made after | relayed my concerns tadJaell, Northern Regional Manager (RMS), that theot bee
consulted. The RMS did not take into consideratiom fact that Corindi Park Drive was so badly afecor

26th January 2012, and it is my opinion that my stet®tuld have been formally invited to consult. We @bt hav
sufficient time to review the EIS documentation dhid has affected our ability to submit a comphatw of ou
concerns.

In addition to this, at the meeting held on Satw(ﬁ‘ February, Gary McPherson stated that tegtets not havir
a flood focus group for Corindi”. There was no ategplanation given as to his “oversightit residents, includir
myself, were absolutely offended that there were dther flood focus groups setup in different areffiscted b
the project and only our area was omitted.

FLOOD MODELLING DID NOT INCLUDE CORINDI PARK DRIVE

The flood modeling undertaken does not incorpothate potential effects on Corindi Park Drive. Theofi
management objectives referred to in the EIS fer @orindi River are frightening at the very leastter being

directly affected by the Q%January 2012 event, | hold grave concerns thainttreases outlined in the report \
adversely affect my property, and the propertiethiwi my neighbourhood, even further than what haer

previously experienced. During the“?anuary 2012 event, my 3@re property was completely underwater
has previously never been flooded. Prior to apdr@fathis section of highway, the RMS should bely
investigated for the water inundation and furtherdg undertaken to ensure that water levels arefumhel
increased when the new road is built.

Gary McPherson stated at our meeting 3hF93bruary, that bridges in this location had bestuced in size sin
original consultation with affected residents. krtgular, the largest bridge has been reduced #66h metres 1
300 metres (or 280m as identified in the EIS). Witbre road area being built up, more water willatlewed tc
accumulate and | have concerns that this waterbeiltedirected to Corindi Creek / River and / osgtas Creek.
do not agree with the statement in the EIS whighest lownstream of the project, levels in the Corindvei
would decrease in all assessed ARI flood everitsis too was stated in reference to the Blacka&deject and we
found to be false and misleading. With the adddlomater being directed to these waterways instéaeking it
natural course | hold serious concerns for thetgafielocal residents.

At our meeting with the RMS on Saturda)t)? Bebruary 2013 we requested the following to occur:

1. An extension to the EIS submission date;

2. A presentation prior to the closure of EIS subroiss
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3. Development of a flood focus group for the Coriacka;
4. Development of a flood model that includes CoriRdrk Drive;

5. Development of a flood model based on the actuéémiavels experienced during the inundation ofawvan
26t January 2012;

6. Details of the Ombudsman and Roads Minister.

On Thursday, 1% February an email was received from Kylie Cochr@ttached). Kylie apologised for being unabl
get back to our group on Wednesday as previoustgeag Kylie provided details for Duncan Gay and Bead:
Ombudsman and a copy of this letter will be forveardo them and our local member Chris Gulaptis.

Due to time constraints, she was unable to prouslevith a presentation before submissions closed. dduld sh
provided us with an extension to the EIS submisglate. She stated thatife to the recent weather events
Department of Planning and Infrastructure extertiedsubmission closing date by two weeks. As stighofficial dat
is unlikely to be extended again, however there tmylexibility with individual submissions’. hope that this is tt
case and formally request that you grant flexipitd late submissions from my community due to la€konsultatio
by the RMS.

| believe the concerns | have outlined are valid Aold more water than what the RMS can send my. Waythe
investigation and planning is critical prior togtproject being approved. | request, and plead citrasideration is give
to my letter. After experiencing the water inundation 26 January 2012, | hold concerns that thenewill occu
again, and may be increased due to the new staschaing built as part of the Woolgoolga to Weltes3ing Project.
must be considered that residents will be at furderious risk of injury and / or fatality and iddition to this ar
already experiencing financial penalties such asesed insurance premiums, reduced property paivgishe inabilit
to sell in a previously highly desirable area.

Yours faithfully

Danielle Holland
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