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D e a r  Sir 

We o p p o s e  t h e  R o c k y  Hil l  Coa l  Project  a n d  Stratford Mine Modi f i ca t ions  o n  the 

following grounds: 

It  i s  h a r d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  appl ica t ions .  T h e  coal  pr ice  h a s  d r o p p e d  e n o r m o u s l y  over 
t h e  p a s t  y e a r  a s  o u r  large ove r seas  c u s t o m e r s  h a s t e n  t o  r e d u c e  t h e i r  re l iance  o n  coal  for 

electricity genera t ion .  I n  p lace  o f  coal-fired p o w e r  s ta t ions ,  o u r  m a j o r  c u s t o m e r s  are 
great ly  i nc r ea s ing  t h e i r  deve lopment  o f  r enewab le  s o u r c e s  o f  power.  C h i n a  h a s  i t s  own 
coal  m ines .  As C h i n a  r e d u c e s  i t s  n e e d  for  coa l  t o  p r o d u c e  power,  t h i s  h u g e  economy  will 

a i m  t o  great ly  r e d u c e  i t s  re l iance  o n  coa l  impor t s ,  poss ib ly  u n t i l  i t  i s  self-sufficient. In 

t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h o w  c a n  a n y  n e w  m i n e  expec t  t o  m a k e  a profi t?  I n o t e  t h a t  Yancoal 

Aus t r a l i a  m a d e  a l o s s  i n  2 0 1 5 - 2 0 1 6 .  T h i s  i s  likely t o  b e  repeated. 

W h a t  o u r  ove r seas  c u s t o m e r s  s e e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i s  t h a t  coal-fired p o w e r  genera t ion  is 

ex t remely  b a d  for  global w a r m i n g  a n d  c l imate  change .  Cl imate  c h a n g e  i s  n o w  a fact  and 

vi r tual ly  all  t h e  wor ld ' s  r ea l  c l imate  sc i en t i s t s  ag ree  t h a t  m a n k i n d  h a s  b e e n  t h e  major 

c a u s e  o f  global warming .  Cl imate  c h a n g e  will h a v e  h u g e  economic  effects o n  Austra l ia ,  as 
t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  r i s e s  a n d  large  a r e a s  o f  o u r  f a r m i n g  l a n d  become  less  productive. 

Economic  benef i t s  f rom f u r t h e r  coa l  m i n i n g  will b e  smal l ,  a n d  totally w iped  o u t  b y  the 

economic  c o s t s  o f  f u r t h e r  c l ima te  change .  New coa l  m i n e s  m a k e  n o  economic  sense. 

T h e  exper ience  o f  t h e  original  S t ra t fo rd  Mine  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  Glouces te r  r e s i d e n t s  gained 

a l m o s t  n o  benef i t s  f rom t h i s  local m i n i n g  activity. O n c e  t h e  m i n e  w a s  es tab l i shed ,  few 

locals  were  employed  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l a s t i ng  benef i t  t o  t h e  local economy. 
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The re  i s  n o  evidence t h a t  a n e w  m i n e  will h a v e  a different resu l t .  T h e  Rocky Hill m i n e  is 

very  close t o  c u r r e n t  hab i t a t ion .  Pollut ion wi th  d u s t ,  especial ly  coal  d u s t ,  i s  h a r m f u l  t o  the 
popu la t ion ,  c a u s i n g  l u n g  d i s e a s e  a n d  inc reas ing  t h e  r i s k  o f  s o m e  cance r s .  As  well a s  no 
benef i t s  f rom a n e w  mine ,  t h e  local popu l a t i on  will b e  exposed  t o  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  a s  a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  m i n i n g  activity. 

T h e  Glouces te r  a r e a  h a s  h u g e  t o u r i s m  potent ia l ,  a s  people  f rom increas ingly  crowded, 
traffic-locked Sydney  s e e k  ho l idays  i n  t h e  c lean ,  quie t ,  p i c t u r e s q u e  countryside. 
G louces te r  s t a n d s  t o  g a i n  h u g e  economic  benef i t s  f rom t o u r i s m ,  b u t  on ly  if i t  c a n  retain 
i t s  c l ean  image,  u n s p o i l t  b y  pollut ing,  ug ly  coal  m ines .  Cons ider ing  t h e  t i ny  c h a n c e  of 
benef i t s  a n d  t h e  h u g e  r i s k  o f  p rob lems ,  t h e  Glouces te r  a r e a  will b e  m u c h  wor se  off if  these 
m i n i n g  v e n t u r e s  a r e  allowed. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Dr. T h o m a s  Gibian  a n d  Dr. Phil l ipa Gibian 
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