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Sophie Butcher - Submission opposing the Rocky Hill Coal Project - SSD5156

From: Libby Laird <lairdlibby@yahoo.comn

To: <information@ planning.nsw.gov.a

Date: 9/10/2013 8:45 PI

Subject: Submission opposing the Rocky Hill Coal Proj- SSD515!

Dear Sir,
| wish to express my opposition to the Rocky Hiktproject on the following grounds:
o Proximity to residential areas of Gloucester

The mine is proposed only 900 metres from the esdidl area of Forbesdale. These residents wityan
unacceptable burden and will be impacted by dussemrand loss of visual amenity, resulting in rigks
their health and also loss of property value. There assurance that if approved Rocky Hill mircauid
not advance closer to residential areas — withtgréapacts.

o Impacts on Health

Health impacts from open cut coal mines are weatvikm. Most of Gloucester township (including the
hospital and schools) falls within the acknowledgkoh health impact zone of the Rocky Hill mine dgh
placing a large proportion of the population ak.rishose most affected by the health impacts are ou
children, the old and the sick.

o Impact on other industries in the Gloucester Valley

An open cut coal mine within 5km of Gloucester anithin sight of the Bucketts Way will have a major
adverse impact on the visual amenity of the areari¥m is currently worth over $30M to the Gloueest
economy. It will be impacted with a resultant lo$§gobs and income generated in the township.

Additionally, the Rocky Hill project is already aghgely impacting on Gloucester's agriculture havéuy
to the loss of food-producing land, loss of empleytand incomes and loss of business for those
companies supporting agriculture.

e Environment
The location of the proposed Rocky Hill mine istba Avon River floodplain, and in the water catcimine
area of the Manning River which supplies drinkinater to over 80,000 people. The Avon River has
flooded 5 times in 4 years, with 2 floods occurrind-ebruary this year. There is real potential for
contamination of the water in the catchment.

o Cumulative Impacts
If approved, the Rocky Hill coal mine wdrle operating in isolation in the Gloucester \VAalléancoal ha
requested expansion of its mine at Stratford andl AGlanning on 330 CSG wells in the Valley — many
of AGL's wells are to be placed within the Rockyi IHiine and the Stratford mine area. No other amea
NSW has coal and CSG companies fighting over theegaiece of land. To not consider the cumula
impacts of this mining is reckless and irresporesibl
| have not made a reportable political donation.

Yours sincerely, Libby Laird Newcastle NSW 2287 sfralic
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