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 Who We Are  

The Rathmines Progress Association has been in existence since 1945. The Association covers 

the suburbs of Rathmines, Fishing Point, Balmoral and Buttaba. 

What We Stand For  

To quote from our constitution:  

Aims and Objectives. 

The Rathmines Progress Association and its members shall individually and collectively interest 

themselves in and work for the good of the community in general and provide and/or maintain 

Community Amenities. 

Where we live 

We are situated on Western Lake Macquarie New South Wales; our nearest Town Centre is Toronto 

Postcode 2283.  Rathmines, Fishing Point, Balmoral and Buttaba are all in postcode 2283 

Postcode 2283 adequately describes the suburbs around Toronto with a total population of 22,729. 

  

Our Association submits the following 6 pages of documentation together with 4 appendices for your 

consideration. 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

W McArthur 

Hon. Secretary 



 
             

Submission by Rathmines Progress Association dated 18th June 2013 

Please note that due to limited technology some Appendix Documents are in overlapping .jpg files. 

CURRENT MAJOR AIRBORNE DUST SOURCES IN THE AREA   

Eraring Power Station & Centennial Coal  

Eraring Power Station (Eraring PS) 

Eraring PS is approximately six kilometres from Rathmines and approximately eight kilometres from 

Toronto Town Centre. 

It has recently had an upgrade of its four coal fired boilers from 2,640MW to 2,780MW in total. It is 

planned that all boilers be increased in upgrade to 2,880MW in total. 

It is understood that coal consumption for 2011 was 6 000 000 Tonnes/Year for the four units. This will 

increase as the upgrade is finished. It is understood that the fabric filter dust collection plant is 99.89% 

efficient, burnt coal ash dust particulate matter escape can range up to 0.05mm in diameter.  

It is understood that at there has been an increase 84 tonnes of ash per year of PM10 emissions to a 

total of about 1500 tonnes per year over the surrounding local areas. This will increase further as the 

installed capacity reaches 2,880 MW. The increase is certainly noticed by the community, on exterior 

glass table tops and cars parked outside at night. These figures were available on Eraring Power’s 

Website but have now been removed. We do however have a copy in attached Appendix (1). Also there 

could be issues on burnt furnace ash from Vales Point Power Station (VPPS) which is approximately 

fourteen kilometres from Rathmines.  

Also we understand at Eraring PS there is a live coal storage stockpile of approximately 200 000 tonnes 

and a reserve stockpiles of approximately 1 000 000 tonnes on the power station site. These areas at 

times would be subject to wind erosion depending on weather conditions and ability to handle coal dust 

on the stockpiles.  

Currently the private coal road which runs between Eraring Power Station and the Newstan Mine 

transports millions of tonnes of coal along it from other Centennial Coal mines. It has a long standing 

operating practice that all coal trucks and truck trailers are covered for dust. 

Railway coal wagons that deliver coal into Eraring Power Station from the main northern railway spur 

loop, unlike the road coal trucks and trailers on the private coal road, do not have to cover their coal as 

an operating practice.   

The coal mines in this area were principally developed for the operating power stations (Eraring, Vales 

Point & Munmorah) where most of the coal was delivered by covered dedicated coal conveyors and 

covered trucks on the private coal road with some exported by rail via Newstan Rail Loading Facility. The 

coal conveyors have a low roof cover, protecting the coal from rain. This structure provides a low profile, 

in corridors through the bush, therefore minimising coal dust to the atmosphere.  

 



 
Centennial Coal   

It is our understanding that currently Centennial Coal exports 4 000 000 tonnes of coal per annum via 

Newcastle or Port Kembla using uncovered coal rail wagons from its Newstan Rail Loading Facility. 

This also means taking millions of tons of coal per annum to Port Kembla through the suburbs of Sydney, 

using uncovered coal wagons.  

 

 

 Its mines also deliver, via private coal road or conveyor belt systems to Eraring Power Station around 6 

000 000 tonnes of coal per annum, plus 2 000 000 tonnes of coal per annum to Vales Point Power 

Station. 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL MAJOR AIRBORNE DUST SOURCES IN THE AREA 

Eraring Power Station & Vales Point Power Station (Cobbora Coal Transportation) plus Centennial Coal 

exporting coal from Mandalong Southern Extension, proposed Newstan Extension plus Wallarah 2 coal 

rail transport 

It is our understanding during 2002 Powercoal which owned the mines developed for the power stations 

sold them to Centennial Coal with existing coal supply agreements. These agreements are almost 

completed. The State Government decided to develop and open the Cobbora Mine to supply coal to 

Eraring & Vales Power Stations for the next twenty one years. 

Therefore at least 8 000 000 tonnes per annum of coal for Eraring and Vales Point Power Stations will 

have to be mined and transported 500 km by rail from Cobbara, New South Wales to Lake Macquarie in 

uncovered rail wagons. Thus replacing local mines transporting coal in low profile dedicated covered 

conveyors and covered trucks.  

It is considered that the covered trucks and conveyors are much more environmentally practical than 

using uncovered coal wagons.   

Centennial Coal 

It is understood that Centennial Coal is in the process of development of the Mandalong Mine Southern 

Project Extension (56 longwalls). It is in the early process of getting approval for the Newstan Extension. 

The Newstan Extension (7 longwalls) runs into Rathmines and then south to the outskirts of Arcadia 

Vale, Wangi Wangi and east to Eraring Power Station. 

It is proposed to export 8 000 000 tonnes of coal per annum (double the current approval) from 

Centennial Coal mines in our area to either Newcastle or Port Kembla in uncovered coal rail wagons 

from its Newstan Rail Loading Facility.  Also we understand it is possible the Newstan Extension will 

require upgrading the Newstan Coal Handling Infrastructure, Coal Preparation Plant, increasing coal 

storage and handling areas and possibly an increase in size of the Newstan Rail Loading Facility. 

 

 



 
Wallarah 2 Mine Coal Rail Transport to Newcastle 

The Rathmines Progress Association understands the above will transport approx. 100 000 tonnes 

(5.2mtpa) from Wyee to Newcastle. It is noted in an article published by Newcastle Herald dated 5th 

June 2013 in which the Project Manager Mr K Barry comments “There’s been a lot of talk about dust 

related to coal trains and whether wagons should be covered. If that ever becomes a requirement we 

should abide by that”. 

Clive Palmer’s Waratah Coal is in the process of transporting coal in covered wagons in Bowen North 

Queensland and they have been used successfully in the United States of America. 

Reference Newcastle Herald 8th June 2013. Please see Appendix (2)  

The Rathmines Progress Association strongly  advocates covered coal wagons be made a mandatory 

requirement for approval of the Wallarah 2 Mine Coal Project 

 

Coal Particulates and the Community 

 The houses of Fassifern/Fennell Bay Postcode 2283 are around 0.75 kilometres away from the Newstan 

coal areas and the Newstan Rail Loading Facility. 

We list local schools in our areas near the main rail corridor exposed to dust from uncovered trains. 

School    Distance (metres) Enrolments 

Awaba Public   208               29 

Booragul Public   438                    267 

Charlton Christian College 0                               610 

Dora Creek Public  313                     136 

Fassifern Public         0                           58 

Lake Macquarie High      500                    508 

Morisset High     15                 836 

Morisset Public    458               239 

St John Vianney                63    121 

St Pauls High     63     908 

Teralba Public    83                68 

Total Students                   3,780       

There are many more schools along the coal route to Newcastle.  The Newcastle Herald (Regional 

Newspaper)breakup is quite alarming as the total schools number 59 and school children, 23 244 See 

attached Appendix (3). 

 



 
TOTAL SNAPSHOT OF AIR QUALITY IN POSTCODE 2283 AND SOCIAL IMPACT 

Current Activity      Future Activity 

Boiler Ash  

Eraring PS increase of 84 tonnes     Slight increase when upgrade complete 

About 1500 tonnes per year 

in surrounding areas                                 

Approx. 14 Km from main centre 

Toronto 2283                                                                              

Airborne Coal Particulate Matter  

Eraring PS 6 000 000 tonnes per annum                 Eraring PS sources 6 000 000 tonnes per  

plus Vales Point 2 000 000 tonnes         annum, plus Vales Point 2 000 000 tonnes per  

per annum burnt, negligible effect due   annum for next twenty one years from Cobbora 

to coal being transported by covered                   open cut mine in uncovered coal wagons . 

trucks/roofed low profile conveyor systems.       Dust into air, schools, homes near rail. 

   

Centennial Newstan Coal Preparation      Centennial Newstan Coal Preparation Plant,      

Loading Facility. Currently approved  coal storage and handling areas and Newstan 

four million tonnes per annum for export. Rail Loading Facility. Probable increase in size 

      due to plans to export a total of eight million 

      tonnes of coal per annum shipped from 

      Newcastle & Port Kembla. Transported there 

      via suburbs of Sydney in uncovered coal wagons.     

      The result is coal fines into atmosphere.   

     Also increased dust Issues with extra loading at  

      Newstan Rail Loading Facility. 

The Newstan Extension has not been finalised  

      to date, so this could have additional effects to  

      the atmosphere as this process progresses. 

Wallarah 2 Mine  Additional 5.2 million tonnes per annum in uncovered wagons for next twenty five 

years releasing coal fines into atmosphere 



 
       

Therefore to summarise, the surrounding areas of postcode 2283 have had a recent increase of burnt 

boiler ash from Eraring PS of 84 tonnes per year to a total particulate matter of about 1500 tonnes per 

year. There will be an increase of 6 000 000 tonnes per annum delivered to Eraring Power Station, plus 2 

000 000 tonnes of coal per annum  to Vales Point into Lake Macquarie from Cobbora in uncovered coal 

wagons.   

Current plans by Centennial is to seek permission to increase additional rail transport from 4 000 000 

tonnes of coal per annum to 8 000 000 tonnes per annum from the local mines for export in uncovered 

coal wagons.   

Wallarah 2 Mine  Additional 5. 2 million tonnes per annum in uncovered wagons for next twenty five 

years releasing coal fines into atmosphere 

Also when the uncovered coal wagons return from their delivery points empty, there will be a residue 

not discharged. Extra coal fines will be vortexed into the atmosphere.  

The net increase is 13 200 00 tonnes of coal per annum to a total of 21 200 000 tonnes per year in 

uncovered wagons with return empty trips vortexing fine dust into the atmosphere. 

See Appendix 4 

 

Uncovered Rail Wagon Rational 

Centennial Coal 

Our understanding is that each train operated by Centennial in this area is on average forty four wagons. 

The capacity of each wagon is about 78 tonnes. The average coal train loaded is about 3 400 tonnes. As 

each train delivery includes a return trip, therefore the annual quota of 8 000 000 tonnes of coal 

equates to 6 uncovered wagon train trips per day plus return throughout residential areas. 

Wallarah 2 Mine 

Our understanding is that each train operated by Wallarah 2 Mine will have thirty eight wagons. 

The capacity of each wagon is about 105 tonnes. The average coal train loaded is about 4000 tonnes. As 

each train delivery includes a return trip, therefore the annual quota of 5 200 000 tonnes of coal 

equates to 5 uncovered wagon train trips per day plus return throughout residential areas. 

Cobbara Mine about 350 kilometres from Lake Macquarie 

(The following has been sourced from Cobbora Coal Project, Rail Transport Assessment, Append L ) 

The indications are that each train operated by Cobbara would be large wagons. Due to the distance 

travelled the average coal train would have the capacity of 7800 to 8800 tonnes. This would require a 

minimum of four dedicated train paths each way to be available seven days per week. 

Therefore the annual quota of 8 000 000 tonnes of coal equates to 4 train trips in uncovered wagons per 

day, plus return trips throughout residential areas.  



 
In summary of the above it is understood there will be fifteen extra trains carrying approximately 73 600 

tonnes of coal a day in uncovered coal wagons with return empty wagons (another fifteen trains) 

vortexing fine dust into the atmosphere. 

 

Please refer to “Centennial Newstan Air Quality Impact Assessment” prepared by Global Environmental 

Solutions (SLR), Report No. 630.10002, dated 12th September 2011.  

We direct you to page 60 - 9.8, the bullet point Covering Load (e.g. tarpaulin or lid) 

It clearly states in Train and Truck Load Out Transportation, covering loads is best practice.   

Now we also direct you to page 63 of the same report under the headings of “Activity” and “Currently 

Implemented” Rail Corridors, covering loads - IMPLEMENT - NO . However the same requirement for 

Trucks - IMPLEMENT – YES. 

 

Parliamentary Ministerial Concern  

The Hon. Greg Piper MP (State Independent Member for Lake Macquarie) in his June 2013 publication of 

‘Lake Macquarie Matters’ had an article headed ‘Clearing the Air’, we quote in part. 

“The National Pollutant Inventory, a Federal Government internet database, shows Lake Macquarie has 

been amongst the State’s highest emissions of nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxides and particulate matter, 

pollutants are considered to pose significant health risks” 

Also in this article he is lobbying to have an independent, government – operated air quality monitor in 

Lake Macquarie. 

The Rathmines Progress Association congratulates our Hon. Member on this article. 

 Lake Macquarie on this article and for  

In conclusion The Rathmines Progress Association submit the social implications for the planned 

increases of transportation of uncovered coal wagons in Lake Macquarie coupled with the double 

whammy of increased coal ash in our areas is completely unacceptable. 

We ask for the covering coal wagons to be made a mandatory requirement for approval of the Wallarah 

2 Mine Coal Project 

Yours Faithfully, 

  

W McArthur 

Hon. Secretary      




















