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Director, Mining Projects 
Development Assessment Systems & Approvals 
Dept. Planning & Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 SYDNEY NSW 2001 

Objection to proposed Wallarah 2 Coal Project - Application No. SSD — 4974 

Dear Sir/Madam 

The original application by Wyong Areas Joint Coal Venture in 2010 was rejected by the previous 
NSW Government in March 2011 on grounds of  unsustainability (ESD principles) and the 
Government's application of the Precautionary Principle. Nothing in the new application changes that 
concept as essentially it is a reworking of  the previous application. The current NSW Government's 
"Aquifer Interference Policy" as intended should nullify the application at hand. 

• The Wyong Water Catchment was protected under a proclaimed NSW Statute in 1950 (Gazette 
No. 153 of  the LGA 1919, 1950). 

Some 300,000 people in the Wyong and Gosford Local Government Area rely upon this major 
water catchment for their potable water. The recently completed Mardi-Mangrove pipeline also 
relies upon the sustainability of  the water catchment district to transfer water from this system 
to the Mangrove Dam for water banking. 

In 1999 groundwater consultants, ERM Mitchell McCotter, found that transient pathways for 
water to travel downwards to the coal strata was evident and so bulk water would not be 
impeded on its downward path. 

Kores claim that there will be no effect upon the water supply due to impervious layers between 
the surface and the mine seam. Professor Phillip Pells, Senior Lecturer at the University of 
NSW, dismisses these claims. Kores do admit to a loss of  water rated at 2m1 per day per square 
metre of  the mine surface area. This extrapolates over the whole mine area to approximately 8 
megalitres per day or 3000 megalitres each year once mining is complete. The professional 
uncertainties characterised within the Kores submission paint a very tentative picture for 
protection of the coast's natural potable water supply. 

The Peer Review by Professor Bruce Hepplewhite wage 258, Appendix H) questions many of 
the terms used and assumptions made during the geological modelling upon which subsidence 
and water loss are based. 

Some 46 panels are to be mined, including in the Hue Hue Subsidence Area where 150 houses 
(Appendix H Map on page 240) mostly of  modern brick design exist on subdivided acres and 
will be subjected to subsidence up to one metre but may well suffer further subsidence due to 
the existence o f  Awaba Tuff strata below the mine on which the remaining pillars are supported. 
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M u c h  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  app l i ca t i on  re fers  t o  t he  u n c e r t a i n  n a t u r e  a n d  c a u t i o n  n e e d e d  r e  the 
sof t  b e d d e d  A w a b a  T u f f  l e a d i n g  t o  a scenar io  o f  a d a p t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  a s  m i n i n g  b e g i n s  to 
p roceed .  T h i s  t y p e  o f  e x p e r i m e n t a l  m i n i n g  s h o u l d  o n l y  b e  carr ied o u t  i n  a n  o u t b a c k  remote 
l o c a t i o n  a n d  n o t  u n d e r  m o d e m  h o m e s  w i t h i n  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  ou te r  s u b u r b s  o f  W y o n g .  The 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  In f ras t ruc ture  a n d  P l a n n i n g  s h o u l d  b e  a l a r m e d  b y  this  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  inform 
t h e  u n s u s p e c t i n g  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  p roper t ies  i n  t h e  H u e  H u e  S u b s i d e n c e  District. 

A tota l  o f  2 4 5  h o u s e s  ( A p p e n d i x  H ,  P a g e  130)  w i l l  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  subs idence  f r o m  a 
conse rva t ive  o n e  m e t r e  t o  1.6 m e t r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i n e  area. A to ta l  o f  7 5 5  R u r a l  Building 
S t ruc tu res  w i l l  b e  i m p a c t e d  ( A p p e n d i x  H ,  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  179) a n d  4 2 0  F a r m  D a m s  suffering 
s u b s i d e n c e  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e  ( A p p e n d i x  H ,  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  187). A s  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h e  projected 
d a m a g e  ins ide  t h e  m i n i n g  lease a r e a  w o u l d  b e  ca tas t rophic .  T h e  h in t e r l and  o f  t h e  val leys  a r e  to 
b e  s u b s i d e d  2 . 6  m e t r e s ;  Litt le J i l l iby  J i l l iby  C r e e k  a t  t h e  sou the rn  e n d  is p r ed i c t ed  t o  fal l  2 
m e t r e s ;  t h e  m a i n  a r t e ry  i n to  t h e  J i l l i by /Doora long  Val ley,  J i l l iby  R o a d  is d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  subsided 
1.75 m e t r e s  i n  p l ace s ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  va l l eys  f l o o d  o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  l eav ing  residents 
i s o l a t e d  f r o m  al l  directions. 

D u s t  a n d  n o i s e  f r o m  s tockp i l i ng  a n d  ra i l  m o v e m e n t s  w i l l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  e s t ab l i shed  suburbs  of 
B l u e  H a v e n ,  W y e e  a n d  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  ra i l  co r r i do r  f r o m  M o r i s s e t  t h r o u g h  C a r d i f f  a n d  southern 
s u b u r b s  t o  t he  p o r t  o f  N e w c a s t l e .  T h e  p r o p o n e n t  fa i ls  t o  adequa te ly  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  ramifications. 
N e w  b u r g e o n i n g  s u b u r b s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  W y o n g  shire  w i l l  b e  i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  mining 
p roposa l .  I t  is p l a c e d  a m i d  t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  b a s e d  o n  known 
h i g h  r a t e s  o f  a s t h m a  a n d  b ronch i t i s  a s  v o i c e d  b y  t h e  m e d i c a l  p ro fe s s ion  f o r  decades. 

N i n e t e e n  spec ies  o f  a v i a n  m i g r a t o r y  w a d e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a r e  p ro t ec t ed  u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  EPBC 
A c t  w i t h  b i n d i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  C h i n a  ( C A M B A ) ,  J a p a n  ( J A M B A )  a n d  S o u t h  K o r e a  itself 
( R O K A M B A ) .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  d i r ec t l ya f f ec t s  t h e s e  ag reemen t s .  The re  a r e  a l s o  f lora  spec i e s  listed 

a s  t h r ea t ened  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  a n d  loca l  f a u n a  spec ies  l i s ted  a s  e n d a n g e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  A c t  w i t h  the 
p r o p o s e d  m i n i n g  area. 

T h e  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l ' s  R e q u i r e m e n t s  a m  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  i n  m o s t  a r e a s  K o r e s  h a v e  fai led to 
a d d r e s s  t h e s e  adequa te ly .  T h e  p r o p o s a l  s h o u l d  b e  r e j ec t ed  o u t r i g h t  a s  t h e  long  t e r m  d a m a g e  to 
t h e  c o a s t ' s  wa t e r ,  bio d ivers i ty ,  inf ras t ructure ,  a m e n i t y  and h e a l t h  is unaccep tab le .  T h e  addition 
o f  t he  r e s u l t  o f  b u r n i n g  th i s  r e s o u r c e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e v a l u a t e d  upon 
d a m a g e  t o  t h e  e a r t h ' s  c l imate  a n d  w i l l  b e  w h o l l y  c o n d e m n e d  a s  t h e  t rend  t o  r e j e c t  fossil  fuels 
g a i n s  momentum. 

Y o u r s  faithfully 
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