Thr Rt. Hon. Ms. Gladys Berejiklian

Premier Of New South Wales

Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY 2000

CC: Formal Submissions,

Parramatta Powerhouse Environmental Impact Statement

29" June 2020

Dear Premier,

May I congratulate you on your excellent response to our two most recent
disasters in New South Wales - the summer bushfires and the COVID19 pandemic. Your
handling of these two difficult and demanding issues has been exemplary. You have
demonstrated leadership, intelligence, and when required, restraint in steering our state
through difficult times. I strongly recommend that you muster these same qualities to
preserve the Powerhouse Museum in it’s entirety at it’s present location at Harris Street
Ultimo.

What your government is proposing in moving the museum is destructive
vandalism of public property worthy of a Fascist state. You are breaching the trust
invested in you by the people of New South Wales in destroying a much valued and
utilized public cultural and social institution. No one is saying that Parramatta doesn’t
deserve it’s own museum, and that it too may become a significant cultural institution,
but this should not and must not be at the cost of removing and/or dispersing the existing
Powerhouse Museum at Harris St. Ultimo. The purpose-built adaptation of the
Powerhouse building, completed in 1988 is an award winning design of international
renown. What your government proposes as a replacement for the Powerhouse Museum
on the riverfront at Parramatta is on flood-prone land, destroys two historic buildings
currently protected by heritage orders, and does not provide museum standard
environmental control for the preservation of objects. Your plans also breach the trust of
thousands of people over generations who have donated objects to the Museum Of
Applied Arts & Sciences collection in the knowledge the museum is centrally located at
Ultimo.

HOW DARE YOU destroy what generations of Australians have built up over a
century and a half to be kept in perpetuity for the present and future people of Australia
and the world, as exemplars of excellence in Science and the Arts, and as documents of
our social history. It is a collection of national and international significance and deserves
to be properly housed in Sydney’s metropolis, just as does the Australian Museum, The
Art Gallery Of NSW, Government House, the Sydney Opera House and any number of
other core cultural institutions.




By all means build a new museum at Parramatta. There are enough museum objects in the
MAAS collection for this to happen, and they should be exhibited, in a properly
conditioned museum environment and in a secure location, BUT NOT at the appalling
cost of losing the Harris Street Powerhouse Museum.

Premier, you as leader of the present state government have the ability to prevent
this potential disaster for New South Wales. If you preside over the destruction of the
Powerhouse Museum at Ultimo, it is an act which will stick to you and your reputation
for life, and to your legacy forever in New South Wales’ History. I urge you to reverse
your government’s decision to close the Powerhouse Museum at Ultimo, and to maintain
it and properly fund it in it’s present state.

I encourage you to read the attached newspaper articles which clearly demonstrate

the views of this writer, and those of many concerned New South Wales citizens on this
matter.

Yours faithfully,

@ﬂ&j@vb\ﬁ/ ' W

Jonathan Frost
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e BmceLayisamongthose queatlonmgnf

heshould donate hisrare and valuable

L posters, classics from the1920s by A.M
Cassandre to the Powerhouse. “They -

belong in a national institution eitherin -

i Sydneyorcanberra-notbuned
‘because ofirrelevance,instoragein

Parramatta. If the Powerhouse goes, we

will re-assign the gift.”
 Lay'sfriend the late Werner Adamek
bequested his collection of Navahorugs
to the Powerhouse some decades ago.
“What will be theirfate?” Lay asks,
. Sydneyhas to wait until 2024 to see
the physical results of the planning
under way for western Sydney’s:
-Powerhouse. The briefto architects
- references some of the most iconic
cultural buildings in the world,

The new. deslgnfor the Powerhouse

Modern; The ShedArtsCenﬁre, New
York; Shanghai’s Powerstation of Art,
and the Grand Palais Paris. Each are
renowned for interpretating arts and
culture fornew, often younger,
audiences. Each at the forefront of new
thinking around the management and
display of collections, looking at ideas to
bring the city into exhibition halls, even
tossing out traditional chronological
hangings. Havilahwantsthe =
Powerhouse tobe a similar disruptor.

The briefto architectsreferred to
some of the world's mosticonic buildings
for inspiration, including a space for

large-scale performances, installations, -

arts and events ereated with a movable
. shell. There are global precedents, too,
for the establishment of publicly
accessible satellite archives like that
" foreshadowed for Castle Hill. The

Iﬂuvre theMuséed’Orsay andLondon’s

"VictonaandAIbertMuseuma:elooklng

at or building satellite storage solutions

_\-that maybe partially open to the public.

An animation by MKG hints at whatis

' tocome scenésshlftt‘mmfashmnnhow
i togallery,tolectureha!ltochﬂdrens
 playground and outdoor concert,and
“researchlabs, apubhc domain that is

active day and night.

Itsilenced staff early this year. This
wasnotthe vision'of astand-alone -
museum theyhadhopedfor Therewill
be no compromise, Havilah says. “I
have spent my career working in
western Sydney arts and culture a.ndI
know first-hand the appetite in the

i community for greater accesstoarts
_ ' i and culture where peoplelive.
including: the Turbine Hall ofthe Tate

“We won’tjust see peoplereturn
wsit to the Powerhouse Parramatta
once; we'llhave people returning
regularly as our changing exhibltion

‘program educates and inspires.”

The Museum oprphedArtéand -
Sciences grew out of the blaze that

‘levelled the Garden Palace exhibition

hall in the Royal Botanic Gardens along
with some of Australia’s early industrial, |
manufacturing and agricultural riches.
The nation’slossinspired the
establishment of the museumin 1879,

dedicated to the collection of Australia’s

material heritage and stories of
Australian culture, history and lifestyle.
' TheLionel Glendenning-designed
galleria, which opened in1988in the shell
of the old tramways powerhousein
Ultimo, nowsitsinone of thedensest
precincts of technological enterprisein
Australia, says the Pyrmont Action
Group, which still wonders why the
governmentisready to abandona
purpose-built museumjust 30 yearsold. -
Sbaffglvmgthelasttoursareaskmgif—. °
ithas tohappen: whynotleaveUltlmo
openunhlthere:ssomethmgbuﬂth

.} Parramatta? “Notonevisitorhassaid

they agree with the move Y onesays,“In
fact, itis the opposite. The museumhas
provided visitors with beautiful,
memorable experiences forliterally

% generations, and the next generation will

nothave this family experience.”
There have been tears fromvisitors

‘and staff: “All share a common

mourning. The cold and unnecessary - .1
and preventable - deathofs.perfeetly
healthy family member.”
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