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Lightning doesn’t have to strike twice

It was a tragedy not only for Sydney but for Australia when the Garden Palace International
Exhibition Building located in the Botanic Gardens between the Mitchell Library and the
Conservatorium of Music mysteriously caught fire and burned to the ground in 1882. Built in 1879
and largely forgotten today, this majestic building was for a brief moment the pride of Sydney. A
similar cultural erasure is planned for what we know as the Powerhouse, originally the power house
for Sydney’s Tram Network. In 1879 it was a steam locomotive that carried visitors along Elizabeth St
to visit the Garden Palace Exhibition. Fast forward to the 1980s when the power house site was
repurposed for the exhibition of our industrial history. No mystery about this planned act of
destruction. The responsibility this time lies with the wilful and misguided determination of the state
government, and the Premier in particular, to destroy the essence and history of a great institution
(and unbelievably a number of heritage buildings at Parramatta) in order to create another. And to
locate it impractically on a flood plain. Premier — you misunderstand the nature of the debate. Seek
out wiser counsel and build for the future without destroying the past. Western Sydney will thank
you for it.

Dennis Alexander






