
 

 
 
 

OUT13/4480 
INW13/5734 
 
Date 25th February 2013 
 
Elle Donnelley 
Planner Mining and Industry Projects 
NSW Department of Planning and Infrastructure 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Donnelley 
 

RE: Modification to Dunmore Quarry Project DA 470-11-2003 Mod 6 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide advice on the subject proposal. This is a 
response from NSW Trade & Investment, Mineral Resources Branch (MRB).  
 
Mineral Resources Issues 
Latite is not a prescribed mineral under the Mining Act, 1992. Therefore, MRB has no 
statutory role in authorising or regulating the extraction of this commodity, apart from its 
role under the Work Health & Safety Act 2011 and associated regulations and the 
Mine Health and Safety Act 2004 and associated regulations, for ensuring the safe 
operations of mines and quarries. 
 
All environmental reports (EISs or similar) accompanying Development Applications for 
extractive industry lodged under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 
should include a resource assessment (as detailed in Attachment A) which: 
 

 Documents the size and quality of the resource and demonstrates that both 
have been adequately assessed; and 

 Documents the methods used to assess the resource and its suitability for the 
intended applications. 

 
Applications to modify, expand, extend or intensify an existing consent that has already 
been adequately reported using the above protocol in publicly available documents, may 
restrict detailed documentation to the additional resources to be used, if accompanied 
by a summary of past resource assessments and of past production. MRB 
acknowledges that the proposal is simply to extract a ridge of material within the 
operations of the quarry. The Branch assumes that the operator has a good 
understanding of the resource at this location due to previous extraction of adjacent 
material. It should still be noted however, that there is a lack of information about the 
resource including how it has been investigated, in the proposed extension area. 
 
MRB collects data on the quantity and value of construction materials produced annually 
throughout the State. Forms are sent to all operating quarries at the end of each 
financial year for this purpose. The statistical data thus collected is of great value to 
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Government and industry in planning and resource management, particularly as a basis 
for analysing trends in production and for estimating future demand for particular 
commodities or in particular regions. In order to assist in the collection of construction 
material production data, the proponent should be required to provide annual production 
data for the subject site to MRB as a condition of any new or amended development 
consent. 
 
For further information regarding mineral issues please contact Andrew Helman in the 
Department’s Maitland Office (Tel 49316572 or email 
andrew.helman@industry.nsw.gov.au). 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Cressida Gilmore 
Team Leader Land Use 
 
 
Encl. Attachment “A”  
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
TRADE & INVESTMENT NSW  

RESOURCES & ENERGY DIVISION (Mineral Resources Branch) 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL and WORK HEALTH & SAFETY  

ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL QUARRY PROPOSALS   

 

It is in the best interests of both the proponent and the community to fully assess the 
resources which are to be extracted. This means that a thorough geological 
assessment should be undertaken to determine the nature, quality and extent of the 
resource. Failure to undertake such an assessment could lead to operational 
problems and possibly even failure of the proposal. 

The following issues need to be addressed when preparing an environmental 
assessment (EA) or environmental impact statement (EIS) for a proposed construction 
materials (extractive materials) quarry: 

 

Resource Assessment 

 

1. A summary of the regional and local geology including information on the 
stratigraphic unit or units within which the resource is located. 

 

2. The amount of material to be extracted and the method or methods used to 
determine the size of the resource (e.g. drilling, trenching, geophysical 
methods). Plans and cross-sections summarising this data, at a standard 
scale, showing location of drillholes and/or trenches, and the area proposed 
for extraction, should be included in the EA or EIS. Relevant supporting 
documentation such as drill logs should be included or appended. Major 
resource proposals should be subject to extensive drilling programs to 
identify the nature and extent of the resource. 

 

3. Characteristics of the material or materials to be produced:  

a) For structural clay/shale extraction proposals, ceramic properties such 
as plasticity, drying characteristics (e.g. dry green strength, linear drying 
shrinkage), and firing characteristics (e.g. shrinkage, water absorption, 
fired colour) should be described. 

b) For sand extraction proposals, properties such as composition, 
grainsize, grading, clay content and contaminants should be indicated. 
The inclusion of indicative grading curves for all anticipated products as 
well as the overall deposit is recommended. 

c) For hard rock aggregate proposals, information should be provided on 
properties such as grainsize and mineralogy, nature and extent of 
weathering or alteration, and amount and type of deleterious minerals, if 
any.  
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d) For other proposals, properties relevant to the range of intended uses for 
the particular material should be indicated. 

Details of tests carried out to determine the characteristics of the material 
should be included or appended. Such tests should be undertaken by NATA 
registered testing laboratories. 

 

4. An assessment of the quality of the material and its suitability for the 
anticipated range of applications should be given. 

 

5. The amount of material anticipated to be produced annually should be 
indicated. If the proposal includes a staged extraction sequence, details of 
the staging sequence needs to be provided. The intended life of the 
operation should be indicated.  

 

6. If the proposal is an extension to an existing operation, details of history and 
past production should be provided.  

 

7. An assessment of alternative sources to the proposal and the availability of 
these sources. The impact of not proceeding with the proposal should be 
addressed. 

 

8. Justification for the proposal in terms of the local and, if appropriate, the 
regional context.  

 

9. Information on the location and size of markets to be supplied from the site. 

 

10. Route(s) used to transport quarry products to market. 

 

11. Disposal of waste products and the location and size of stockpiles. 

 

12. Assessment of noise, vibration, dust and visual impacts, and proposed 
measures to minimise these impacts. 

 

13. Proposed rehabilitation procedures during, and after completion of, 
extraction operations, and proposed final use of site. 

 

14. Assessment of the ecological sustainability of the proposal. 

 

Health and Safety Issues 

In relation to the health & safety of mining and quarrying operations, the following 
issues should be addressed: 
 
1. All operations are to comply with the following Acts & Regulations 
  a. Work Health & Safety Act 2011 
  b. Work Health & Safety Regulations 2011 
  c. Mine Health & Safety Act 2004 
  d. Mine Health & Safety Regulations 2007 
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2. The mine holder must nominate the mine operator in writing on the 
prescribed form to the Chief Inspector as required by the Mine Health & 
Safety Act 2004 Section 22 prior to the commencement of extraction. 

 
3. The operator of the mine must appoint a production manager as required by 

the Mine Health & Safety Regulation 2007 Clause 16 and the operator must 
notify the Chief Inspector of the appointment in writing as required by the 
Mine Health & Safety Regulation 2007 Clause 18 prior to the 
commencement of extraction. 

 
4. Any blasting operations carried out by the mine operator must comply with 

the Explosives Act 2003 and the Explosives Regulations 2005. 
 
 

Mineral Ownership 

The Mining Act 1992 applies to those commodities prescribed by the regulations of 
the Act (Schedule 2, Mining Regulation 2003). Most construction materials are not 
prescribed minerals under the Mining Act 1992. In general terms, this means these 
materials are owned by the Crown where they occur on Crown land and by the 
landowner in the case of freehold land. A Mining Title is not required for their 
extraction although a Crown Lands licence is required where they occur on Crown 
land.  

 

Construction materials such as sand (other than marine aggregate), loam, river 
gravel, and coarse aggregate materials such as basalt, sandstone, and granite are 
not prescribed minerals under the Mining Act 1992. Therefore, Trade & Investment 
NSW has no statutory responsibility for authorising or regulating the extraction of 
these commodities, apart from its role under the Mine Health and Safety Act 2004 
with respect to the safe operation of mines and quarries. However, the Department 
is the principal government authority responsible for assessing the State's resources 
of construction materials and for advising State and local government on their 
planning and management. 

 

Some commodities, notably structural clay (ie clay for brick, tile and pipe 
manufacture), dimension stone (except for sandstone), quartzite, kaolin, limestone 
and marine aggregate are prescribed minerals under the Mining Act 1992. Minerals 
which are prescribed as minerals under the terms of the Mining Act may, in some 
cases belong either to the Crown or to the landowner, depending on a number of 
factors including the date on which the mineral was proclaimed and the date of 
alienation of the land. The proponent needs to determine whether the material is 
privately owned or Crown mineral (publicly owned). If it is privately owned, then 
either a notification under Section 8 of the Mining Act 1992 or, alternatively, a mining 
lease or mineral claim would be required. If it is a Crown mineral, an application for 
a mining lease or mineral claim will have to be lodged. 

 
If you are unsure whether a mining title is required for your proposal you should 
contact NSW Trade & Investment, Resources & Energy Division. 
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