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15 September 2020 

 

NL171278_E06 
 

DOMA Group  

Sean Kearney 

Unit 4/3 Sydney Avenue 

Barton ACT 2600 

 

Dear Sean, 

Re: SSD 10378: 42 Honeysuckle Drive – Structural Information for DPIE 

As requested, we provide the following correspondence to address the Department of Planning’s 

request for additional information regarding the proposed structural works at 42 Honeysuckle Drive, 

Newcastle (SSD 10378). The requested structural information is related to the earthworks proposed 

to be carried out.  

The structural foundations for the proposed development will be a mix of existing foundations 

constructed as part of the previous scheme (SSD 8440) that can be adapted to the new layout and 

new foundations where required. We have provided a foundation marking plan appended to this letter, 

to clearly identify the new foundations and the existing foundations to be reused. The existing and 

new foundations are reinforced concrete piles that have been constructed from ground level which 

terminate into reinforced concrete pile caps or will terminate into the proposed concrete slab on 

ground. No basement is proposed for the SSD 10378 development nor was there a basement 

proposed for SSD 8440. 

The correspondence from DPIE requested comment on use of existing foundations for the alternate 

building form. We, Northrop Consulting Engineers, carried out the structural engineering design for 

the SSD 8440 project and have an inherent understanding of the structural capacity and function of 

the existing foundations. With this knowledge we have been able to effectively utilise the existing 

foundations and adapt them to the new building form of SSD 10378 where appropriate. 

The new foundations for the proposed development will consist of displacement type piles which do 

not generate spoil and are not considered as excavations. The new foundation piles will require 

localised detailed excavation for construction of the pile caps at ground level however the depth of 

excavation will not exceed 2 metres within the vicinity of the light rail corridor and is typically limited to 

1.5 metres. The deepest excavation for the new foundations will occur at the existing lift base. A 

localised maximum excavation depth of 2.5 metres is expected here, however this is located 

approximately 40 metres from the light rail corridor. A cross section and aerial photograph have been 

appended to this report showing the proposed new foundations and their typical proximity to the light 

rail corridor. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Matthew Allen 

Associate | Structural Engineer 

BE (Civil) MIEAust CPEng NER (Structural) 

Level 1, 215 Pacific Highway 

Charlestown NSW 2290 

02 4943 1777 

newcastle@northrop.com.au 

ABN 81 094 433 100 
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Figure 1
Aerial & Cadastre 

Data Source: Aerial - Nearmap, 2020, Cadastre - NSW LPI 2020
23/6/2020 C:\Users\lgitzel\Desktop\JOBS\42 HD\QGIS Project.qgzQGIS Project.qgz
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