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EIS Public Exhibition 

 
Submission in Brief 

 
This submission in brief provides comment on the following elements of the abovementioned EIS only: 
 

i. Appendix 22 Glendell Continued Operations Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 
(22-ACHAR) ; 

ii.  Appendix 23 Part A Heritage Assessment (23-HA)  
iii.  Appendix 23 Part B Heritage Impact Statement (23 HIS). 

 
As a geoarchaeologist and Aboriginal cultural heritage management professional with prior 
experience of survey, assessment and regulation of Aboriginal cultural heritage within the Hunter 
Valley I wish to highlight the following: 
 

1. The main conclusion drawn in relation to traditional Aboriginal cultural heritage values within 
the study area is inappropriate and contrary to the lawful National Native Title Tribunal 
process in which one Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) for the Project, namely the Plains Clans 
of the Wonnarua Peoples (PCWP) is actively engaged.  
 
Herein I note that at page viii of the executive summary of 22-ACHAR the conclusion is drawn 
that:  
 
“Alongside a previous ACHAR over the wider Project area (the Mount Owen Continued 
Operations Project ACHAR), this ACHAR has reaffirmed that there are no traditional cultural 
values associated with the Project Area (directly and specifically) held by the participants in 
this ACHAR process. By 'traditional' cultural values, we refer to these in the Native Title sense 
as an inherited and cohesive body of 'traditional' knowledge, laws and customs that are still 
observed and maintained by a particular Indigenous group”  
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The PCWP has a Registered Whole of Country Native Title Claim over a portion of the Hunter 
Valley that includes the Project area. There has of yet been no determination made by the 
Native Title Tribunal with regard to the nature, extent or indeed extinguishment of Native 
Title Rights of the PCWP in the Project area and surrounds.  
 

2. To the extent that the 22-ACHAR makes the claim that there are no traditional Aboriginal 
heritage values within the Project area - and indeed that it refers to the PCWP as ‘knowledge 
holders’ rather than as Registered Native Title Claimants – suggests that the document seeks 
to undermine the rights to Native Title of the PCWP and/or pre-empt any decision of the 
Native Title Tribunal. By implication, it cannot be concluded that the ACHAR presents a fully 
impartial and/or comprehensive assessment of the Aboriginal cultural heritage values within 
the Project Area.  
 

3. Further to this, in 2013 when employed by Tocomwall Pty Ltd I was involved in all aspects of 
the preparation of the document titled: ‘Beginning and Belonging: The traditional, historical 
and contemporary Aboriginal cultural landscape of the Mount Owen Continued Operations 
area: A plains clans of the Wonnarua Perspective’. With my unique knowledge of this 
document (and its development as part of the broader Mount Owen Continued Operations 
Project Area (MOCO) ACHAR [to which the quote from page viii above refers]) I note that: 
 

i. Despite my documentation of some of the traditional values held by the PCWP within 
the broader study area as part of the MOCO EIS process [and the inclusion of this 
document within the MOCO ACHAR) this prior EIS is being used to ‘reaffirm’ a lack of 
traditional Aboriginal values within this Project area.  

 
4. With a view to be able to seek further opportunity to articulate my reasoning and professional 

viewpoint that the Ravensworth Homestead and its surround is of National Aboriginal and 
Historic Heritage significance I note the following: 

i. Attachment 1 includes pages 69-73 of the ‘Beginning and Belonging: The 
traditional, historical and contemporary Aboriginal cultural landscape of the 
Mount Owen Continued Operations area: A plains clans of the Wonnarua 
Perspective’ (Tocomwall, 2013); 

ii. This document highlights that 
a.  The Ravensworth Estate was a focal point of frontier violence in the 

period 1825-1827. 
b. One of these violent offences included the massacre (i.e. the brutal 

killing and dismemberment of a single individual) at or near the 
Ravensworth Homestead in 1826. 

c. The events that lead to the death of ‘Jacky Jacky’ and the subsequent 
Australian precedent setting trial of Lieutenant Howe’ arose at the 
Bowman’s Estate. 

5. In so far as the history of the Ravenworth Estate is a colonial history it is without doubt 
intrinsically linked to nationally historic events of immense impact and importance to the 
PCWP and other Indigenous Australians. This significance; and the importance of maintaining 
the situation of the Ravensworth Homestead Estate in its current and historical landscape 
context to reflect this colonial frontier; is not adequately documented, explored and/or 
addressed within any of the three heritage assessments provided in the Glendell Continued 
Operations EIS. 

 



I thank you for the opportunity to provide this brief commentary; and look forward to the opportunity 
to being able to further articulate my concerns in relation to the Aboriginal and Historic Heritage 
Assessment of the Glendell Continued Operations EIS. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
Maria Cotter 
 
  



ATTACHMENT 1 

(Tocomwall, 2013, pp.69-73.) 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 



 
 



 


