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Yancoal Australia Ltd 
Cultural Heritage Advisory Group 

MTW Historic Heritage Management Plan 

 PO Box 267, Singleton NSW 2330 

Australia 

travis.bates@yancoal.com.au 
 

Date 24 October 2018 
   “MOUNT THORLEY WARKWORTH – HISTORIC HERITAGE 

MANAGEMENT & CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLANS” 
  

Further to the Bulga Tourism Hub letter of 12 October 2018 

entitled “Mount Thorley Warkworth – Great North Road Archaeological 

Investigations” where seven Applications for Funding over Five Years 

relating to MTW SSD-6464 are detailed; and outlined here are the 

Project Schedules for the Establishment Phase and the subsequent 

Development Phase, along with the CHAG issues that relate to the 

Historic Heritage Management Plan – Schedule 20 detailing. 

 By way of explanation, you will note that the Schedule 

“Establishment Phase” functionally further details the Bulga Tourism 

Hub Concept Vision of 2016 as Project Outline Community Scope of 

Works for Project Modules, from which Terms of Reference for Funding 

Approval by Yancoal would be prepared to the level of governance 

required for Yancoal, Heritage Office of OEH and DP&E.  

 The “Schedule Development Phase” builds Project Modules. 

 

                     P.O. Box 626 

            Singleton NSW 2330 

                   neots99@hotmail.com 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

Colonial Bulga “Sense of Place – Health Impact” 

- by recognition of the Ancestral Cultural Heritage that lives on today 

as recorded; and handed down to their descendants in the Community. 

             Focus on Health 
 

 

 

Attention: Yancoal General Manager MTW Mining 

  : c/o Travis Bates  
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(1) Bulga Culture Centre  

             Establishment & Development Phases 
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(2) Historic Heritage Management Plan – Schedule 20 

Community Heritage Conservation Initiatives expressed in terms 

of Bulga Environs and Bulga Culture Centre is in our understanding 

facilitated by 1(b)(iv) “Employment of an Officer and the preparation of 

their Scope of Research”. The SSHEG letter dated 12 October 2017 

attached is the follow up letter to our earlier letter of 13 August 2017 

which already provides outlines of the Historic Heritage features to be 

showcased in the Bulga Tourism Hub relating to the above. 

Specifically, we again as in October 2017 identify “It is now 

proposed that Assess Archaeology & Heritage would also for a degree 

of consistency provide the suitable experienced “Officer” to establish 

and guide the Bulga Culture Centre’ Precinct and Tourism Office 

formation with direct reporting to the Bulga Community Heritage Group 

Entity in this regard, while providing the professional Services and 

accountability expected by Governments for this Community Facility”.  

 

mailto:neots99@hotmail.com


      Ancestral Heritage Significance of Patricks Plains  NTH# 8  
  

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD Without Prejudice neots99@hotmail.com  Commercial in confidence Page  4 
 

(3)   Historic Heritage Management Plan 

 – Schedule 20 Community Heritage Conservation 

Initiatives. 
  

Proposal for Research Project NTH# 8 entitled: -  

 “Ancestral Heritage Significance of Patricks Plains 

 Region of Hunter Valley” 
 

Ancestral Cultural Heritage of the region 1820 - 1860 

The untold Patricks Plains Cultural Heritage legacy survives 

today in the form of Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict and Free Settlers 

Community Heritage Preservation and Conservation Initiatives: - 

❖ Baiame Valley Legacy and Singleton Surveyor RH Mathews 

❖  Cockfighters Valley Precinct with Stewart Mitchell – Bulga 

Historian’s Colonial Lineage over six generations. 
 

❖ Convict Servitude established Patricks Plains; Great North 

Road, & Free Settler Land with assigned Convicts. 
   

❖  Settlers as Ticket of Leave, Certificate of Freedom, Pardons 

- James Hale, (Wambo), and Siblings of Convicts – Philip 

Thorley. 
 

❖ Free Settlers, Scott, Moodie, Dangar, Onus, Blaxland, Hill, 

Eather, Bowmans, Brown, Potter, Bushby, & Wyndham.   

 

The Bulga Community “Sense of Place” continues the 

Ancestral Colonial Lineage of Cockfighters Creek – Bulga 

Environs as detailed and discussed at the MTW Cultural Heritage 

Advisory Group in June 2016 entitled “Holistic Vision of Ancestral 

Heritage in Hunter Valley”. 
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These Heritage preservation and conservation policies are universally 
recognised - 

• help in building village identity and pride in its residents. 
• go beyond just resorting and preserving historical assets, 

• lead to well-being and security, through broad community 
participation and involvement. 

• generate opportunities for job creation and visitor engagement 
• in the long run, effective conservation of heritage resources is 

bringing about a sense of identity, pride and belonging to 
residents 

    

 

Starting as Saint Patricks Plains on 15 march 1820, Oxley the 

Surveyor General employed Henry Danger 1821 – 1825 to establish by 

land surveys Land Allotments for Settlers with Hunter River, Brook 

and Creek frontages; but no roads, only colonial tracks. 

  

            Figure 1: Heritage Conservation Policy Dimensions 

Srinivas, Hari, "Heritage and Conservation Strategies: Understanding the Justifications and 
Implications". GDRC Reseaarch Output E-100. Kobe, Japan: Global Development Research Center. 
Retrieved from https://www.gdrc.org/heritage/heritage-strategies.html 
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The opening up of Patricks Plains Land for purchase with 

enslaved Convict labour entitlements by Free Settlers below, followed 

as the Hunter Valley Foodbowl reputation for the colony emerged. 

Now 200 Years later, Patricks Plains International. National, State 

and Regional Heritage Significances are the focus of the Project Study 

NTH# 8; bringing together the individual and concurrency 

Significances of Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict and Free Settlers.  
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Project Estimates: MTW Historic Heritage Management Plan 

 Schedule 20 – NTH# 8 Patrick Plains Significance 

 Application for MTW Approval for NTH# 8 Project Outline Scope 

 5 Man Months NTH 
        

This Project NTH# 8 dovetails with the Nine Projects Outline below 

NTH# (1-9) focusing upon the significance of “Patricks Plains District” in 

the NSW Colony 1800 – 1860, and the influencing factors at the time; 

Singleton Residents of International, National and Regional significance, 

the Community Culture Enclaves that developed at geographical localities 

of significance; and the ongoing Tourism Vision Opportunities pertaining 

to showcasing the 200Year development History of the Hunter Valley. 

These Projects focuses upon the Identities and Personalities involvement, 

as gleened from Archival sources at the time, and specifically the role 

played in the development of Patricks Plains, and radiating beyond that into 

NSW to 135 Meridian through this Cockfighters Creek conduit. 

Present day Hunter Valley Heritage studies tend to focus on recent 

Historical Studies with “composite” references; whereas the approach here 

is seeking detailed “Primary Archival Reference Extract Images and Text 

Strings” as credible information by tracing back the “Lineage Thread 

accuracy through to 1820’s” for specific subjects in documents during that 

Place and Time; as available in Archival Colonial Records, Parish Maps 

and associated Land Title Deeds Wording. Etc.  

This approach so far since CHAG 2016 investigations varies the 

current understanding as more Archival Records become Digitally 

available from Governments, Museums, Institutions, Libraries as well as 

now individual records often pertain to a myriad of Topics. 

Thus, Projects NTH# (2-7) and others that might follow are interwoven 

often in a single Archival Record; hence it is expected that multiple 

Projects Archival detailing would need to cater for this degree of reliance. 

In Essence, the aim is to capture the “Heart and Soul” and “Sense of 

Place” that emerged in Cockfighers Creek – Bulga Environs 1800 – 1860, 

and how these Cultural influences have flowed through the Region, 

contributing even today to the ongoing prosperity of the area. 
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Project Guidelines:  Prepared as a narrated story utalising Archival 

Primary Documents of Authors at the time 1800 – 

1860 + as Extracts and Text for each Project NTH#’s. 

  Central to the Colonial Heritage Significance are 

the Cockfighter’s Creek Environs as the “Gateway to 

the Hunter Valley”; and the geography as it adjoins 

the Greater Blue Mountains National Parks that in 

1810 hemmed in the NSW Colony on the Pacific 

Coastline. 
 

Where specific Archival Records of the 

significant fabric of Social Customs or process as 

manifested here, that are now rare; additional to this 

Project, Professional Historians, Eminent Scholars, 

Archaeologists are foreshowed as being necessary to 

complete such Archival and Oral History Records. 
 

Holistic Study focusing upon Archival Records 

at the period 1800 – 1900 under review; Archival 

Primary Documents Image Extracts, Captured Text 

strings to authenticate details presented at time by 

Authors.  

Archival Sources: 

Crown, Colonial, National, State, & Government 

Archives; National Museum of Australia, Australian, 

States, Singleton - Museums; World, National, 

Mitchell, States, Universities, local - Libraries; 

various Archaeology Studies; Historical and Royal 

Societies Journals & Publications; Surveyor General 

Records, Diaries, Institutes of Surveyors; Parish 

Maps, Lands Titles, Photographs, Private paper 

collections – Cockfighters Creek History -Bill 

Greenhalgh, & Stewart Mitchell Heritage 

Collection. 
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NTH# 8   Project Outline Scope for Visualisation Modules 
 

This Projects NTH# 8 focuses upon the Community Identities and 

Personalities, as gleened from Archival sources at the time, and specifically 

the role played in the development of Patricks Plains, and radiating beyond 

that into NSW to 135 Meridian through this Cockfighters Creek conduit. 

The Preliminary detailing below outlines Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict 

and Free Settler impact across Patricks Plains in terms of Visualisation 

Modules and their Ancestral Cultural Heritage Significance.  
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(4) Historic Heritage Management Plan 

 – Schedule 20 Community Heritage Conservation Initiatives 

    – Item 2 “Comprehensive Historical land use and occupation 

study methodology for its Mount Thorley Warkworth Lands”. 
 

Bulga Residents (Aboriginal and Colonial) with Ancestral 

lineage back to the Pioneer Settlers times of “Cockfighters Creek”, 

feel they have been entrusted with the responsibility to protect their 

Cultural Heritage that has been, for whatever reason, suppressed: 

and they have watch day by day as yet another Uncle’s Home is 

destroyed throughout Mine Lease Lands, many not even bothered 

to be researched by Mines to identify their Bulga Cultural 

significance during Mining approval processes that oversee their 

burials. (Refer 1920 Map below of Colonial Homesteads on Mine 

land). Many Residents have voiced concerns that our Colonial 

Heritage and History is being left to deteriorate and then lost by 

Mining activities in Hunter Valley, and especially Aboriginal 

Heritage.  

 The Community Initiative Item 2 studies the progressive 

Land use and Occupation from 1800 through to 1980 using Details 

and Images from Archival Colonial Records, Parish Maps and 

associated Land Title Deeds Wording, etc. After 1980 Mine Lease 

progressive topography changes through to final Rehabilitation are 

to be dynamically Visualised also. 

It is noted that the Wollombi Brook Historic Heritage 

Conservation Area Coexists with the much smaller Wollombi 

Brook Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Conservation Area, and the 

MTW Southern Biodiversity Area; and thus MTW Conservation 

Management Plans are to be appropriately prepared to reflect this 

detailing. 

For example, the marked up Map entitled “Colonial 

Homesteads localities on Mine Lease Land in 1950’s” already 

identifies the Homestead Localities that are to be Protected under 

and Surface and Well Archaeology studies that we believe are to be 

undertaken before any mine disturbance.   
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  Colonial Homesteads localities on Mine Lease Land in 1950’s  

 

 We believe that as indicated above Colonial Homestead Sites are 

to be delineated by Marker Pegs and String lines prior to Archaeology. 
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(5) Historic Heritage Management Plan 
 

Below are some of the Historic Heritage Management issues that 

were advised as proceeding in the period February to August 2017 as 

referenced here in CHAG Minutes of 3rd May 2017. 
 

– Schedule 10 Conservation Management Plan 

 for the former RAAF Base. 
 

CHAG Meeting 3 May 2017- RAAF Bulga Airstrip 

 Vegetation Control Program. 

– Schedule 13 Conservation Management Plan 

 for Springwood Homestead. 
  

CHAG Meeting 3 May 2017- Springwood Homestead 

Stage 1 Stabilisation Work and Vegetation Control Program. 

 

– Schedule 9 Management of Human Skeletal Remains 
   

Further, Investigations to date have identified a number of 

Burial Localities across the Bulga Environs to be recognised; 

namely Mt Thorley Cemetery, St Mark’s Cemetery Bulga, 

Colonial Sites pre 1860 in Southern Biodiversity area SBA5, 

Holmes Inlet 1871 & 1875, Bulga Escapement Bones of 1930’s 

West of Mt Leonard Homestead, Warkworth – St Philip’s Church 

Graveyard, Barellan, Dight Family Graves 1830’s, and HVO 

Hobden ? 

 

Summary  We recognise the transition of ownership has impacted 

implementation schedules, and we look forward to working with 

Yancoal Archaeologists and Historians to proceed with these Mine 

Approval Historic Heritage commitments. 
 

Thanking you in anticipation of your acknowledgement. 
 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 

Members of MTW CHAG  
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Notes to consider 
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Extract Wollombi Brook Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Conservation Area – Plan of 
Management 
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Development Consent Conditions SSD – 6464 26 Nov 2015 
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