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24th January 2013 
 
 
To the Director General & Minister 
NSW Department of Planning & Infrastructure 
Major Development Assessment 
GPO  BOX.  39 
SYDNEY  NSW  2001 
 
 
Email: Paul.Freeman@planning.nsw.gov.au   Fax: (02) 9228-6466      Phone:  (02) 9228-6587 
information@planning.nsw.gov.au   Fax: (02) 9228-6555  Phone: (02) 9228-6333 
 
 
Dear Sirs/Madams, 
 
 
RE: OBJECTION to STRATFORDCOAL Extension Project No SSD-4966 
 
I Carol Pasenow,  hereby OBJECT to the above Stratford Coal extension project and request the Planning 
Department and Minister for Planning reject this proposal.  Stratford and Duralie Coal mines were to close 
after their ‘8 year promised Boutique mine’.  Stratford Coal has been operating for over 14 years and 
Duralie Coal over 10 years. 
 
Iobject to Stratford Coal’s proposal to operate a 24 hr mining proposal and request this is rejected on the 
grounds that people are already being impacted.   
 
I am concerned Stratford Coal mine will be too close to Stratford Township, where some houses will be 
less than 1000 metres away from the ‘new Bowens Road proposal’ and open cut coal mine impacts.   
 
As people’s homes are already cracking, vibrating and shaking with blasts as well as have dust inside and 
outside/inside their homes and in their tank water (drinking water), this will only be accelerated the closer 
the mine moves to Stratford Township.  I/We therefore request the Department reject this proposal. 

 
I request Government to protect people affected by mining impacting their tank water.  The tanks must be 
sealed water tanks and water required by the householder for the life of people living in these houses is 
therefore paid by the Stratford Coal mine. 
 
I agree that should towns go onto mains water due to their tank water being contaminated by Stratford 
Coal mine, that the cost is covered completely by Stratford Coal mine.  
 
• All homes in mining impacted areas MUST be fitted with Water diverters on tanks once again at 

mining expense. 
 

• All people seeking assistance to purify their air in their home must be provided with this 
equipment free to each household affected, full costs incurred by the mine. 
 

The Health of people is already being affected from coal dust, being sleep deprived from mining noise, 
vibrations, and unable to stop low frequency noise affecting people inside their home must be addressed 
by Government & mining. 
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Dust monitors to reflect PM2.5.   
I request that health studies via the Government Departments are conducted in an open and transparent 
way to be fast-tracked into areas already affected by coal mines. 
 
I am concerned that any further mining on the people of Craven, Stratford, Wards River, & Gloucester 
where people are already being impacted will continue to impact people and their animals who have a 
right to a peaceful existence on their own property. 

 
I request that the Government acknowledges that people are having mining move into their area by 
Government approval.  Therefore people must be compensated and have their property purchased if they 
choose to move away from the mining at the value of land/house before the mine devalued the land value.  
Prices given to people must be above market value; compensation must be paid to people for having this 
impacts their life and farming businesses.   
 
I do not give our permission for the Government Departments and Ministers to approve Stratford Coal 
mining proposal, due to the major, significant impacts the mine is already having on environment, people, 
domestic animals and wildlife and farming businesses.  The entire area of bushland ‘ear-marked to be open 
cut’ has many threatened species listed, which need the Government Departments to start protecting these 
areas. 
 
I do not give our permission for this mining company to be given approval to continue to dig up, drain 
divert and impact the many creeks and river systems in the new proposed mining areas of Stratford Coal.   
 
I request Government to accept that the cumulative impacts of these mining companies together Yancoal 
Duralie/Stratford Coal and AGL Gas, Gloucester Resources) must be addressed and stopped.   
 
Individually these mines are impacting huge areas of land that can only be used once for mining and then 
it’s a wasteland for thereafter.   
 
Yet if Land, farming, tourism is managed, the land will always be able to be used and the important tracts 
of bushland will remain intact, instead of having bushland corridors ‘cut off’ from other areas for wildlife, 
causing major problems as their habitat is removed mining being the biggest threat to so many bushland 
areas.  
 
The Economic value of the valley is not being impacted by mining and is of greater use, than opening it up 
for mining for a short term gain bringing in small profits to Government, costing the country financially 
and leaving a legacy of land around NSW and Australia unfit for any use again. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Carol Pasenow 
47 Myles St 
Dungog 2420   
 


