Submission of Objection to Proposed Bylong Coal Mine & Project

I am concerned about the potential impacts of the Proposed Bylong Coal Mine & Project and
wish to object to its possible approval. My main concerns are as follows:

The visual impact — destruction of a beautiful rural environment. Mining would be completely out of
place and detract significantly from the existing vista of farmland, native bush and spectacular rock
formations.

The predicted long-term impacts on prime agricultural land and water systems in the Bylong Valley are
unacceptable and will not be mitigated through proposed offsets and rehabilitation.
The renowned Tarwyn Park natural sequence farming processes will be destroyed.

A significant area of prime agricultural land will be destroyed: the mine footprint will disturb 2,875 ha of
land including 440 ha of Bioregional Significant Agricultural Land (BSAL), 260 ha being destroyed in open
cut, plus 700 ha of mapped Critical Equine Industry Cluster land.

The proposal to replace BSAL at another location is untested and high risk.

Impacts on groundwater and surface water will be significant. The highly connected alluvial aquifer
system within the stressed Bylong River catchment will have predicted peak losses of up to 295 million
litres per year (ML/yr). Loss of base flows to the Bylong River is predicted to be 918 ML/yr. The mine
proposes to use up to 1,942 ML/yr which is over 75% of the annual rainfall recharge. The river system is
over allocated and local farmers will lose important water supply.

The mine disturbance area has very high biodiversity values that will not be mitigated through the
proposed offset arrangements. Nationally endangered species recorded in the area include the Brush-
tailed Rock Wallaby, New Holland Mouse, Regent Honeyeater and Spotted-tailed Quoll. Three entirely
new plant species were recorded. A significant area of critically endangered Grassy Box Gum Woodland
will be destroyed along with habitat for 17 threatened birds and 7 threatened plants.

The area has Aboriginal cultural heritage significance: 239 sites were recorded in the study area with 25
regarded as being of high local or regional significance (including an ochre quarry, grinding grooves and
rock shelters); 144 sites have been identified at risk from mine impacts with 102 in the open cut area.

Important European heritage, including the Catholic Church Cemetery, Upper Bylong Public School and a
number of historic homesteads and farm buildings will be destroyed in the open cut. The social impacts
on the Bylong community have already been devastating.



