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Proposal to install crushing syste

Richard Noone

AFTER a landmark court
victery slammed the door on
the expansion of the contro-
versial Calga Sand Quarry
jast November, & niew battle
has emerged.

New owner Hanson Con-
struction Materials, ‘which
bought the site from Roclain
January, has lodged a pro-
posal to install a crushing
system to reduce the amount
of “oversized raw material”
and extend the life of the ail-
ing quarry.

Residents who fought the
quarry’s expansion all 'the
way to the NSW Land & En-
vironment Court last year
fear the crusher .will be a
Trojan horse, which they say
will allow the company to
turn the site into & proces-
sing plant with material
brought in from off site.

Hanson has approval to
operatethe site until2030 but
in its Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) for the crushing

up ta. 400,000 tonnes ¢
. quarryhasa “}ife of approzi-
mately four tofive years”.

wIhe installation and op-
eration of a crushing system
is necessary to maximise the
recovery of extractable fri-
able sandstone from the re-
mainder of stage 3 of the
quarry,” the EAreads.

«Giventhejudgment of the
1, & E Court, Hanson now
wishes ... toinstall and oper-
ate a crushing systemas part
of its processing operations.

«The introduction of a

., crushing system would im-

prove the yield of quarry
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A mobile jaw crushing syste indicative

m«Qn the old sand’

f the one proposed.

products from the raw feed
by up to 20 per cent and as
such reduct bulldozer rip-
ping time at the quarry as

well as extending the quarry
life.” =
Australia walkabout

wildlife Park general man-
ager Tassin Barrtard said
Hanson should have to dis-
close the crusher’s frue pur-
pose and commit to only
using it to process material
from thesite.

“They have not needed a

mine site

crusher for 20 yeaxrs and they
have just about exhausted
the supply of sand,” she said.

«We think they're trying |

-to turn the siteinto a central |

processing plant and bring |

material in from other quar-
ries, why else would they in-
vest millions of dollars inan
extinct site?” :

~ She said the company had
the rights to the quarry t0.

2030 “but now they’ve nearly |

run out of material and they
have to find a way to makeit
financially viable”.

Ms Barnard said sur-
rounding landowners feared
the crusher would impact
noise levels, dust and traffic

from trucks if material was |-,

allowed to be brought in.

- According fo the EA the
diesel crusher is listed at a
cost of $650,000.

. Residents have until Sep-
temnber 12 to make a sub-
mission on the proposal to
the NSW Department of
Planning and Environment.
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Hanson was contacted for | .

a response but failed to pro-
vide one by the time of press.
To make a submission
search: majorprojects.plan
ning.nsw.gov.au.
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