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1.0 site understanding



manly 

mona
vale

woy woy

the entrance

gosford train 
station

kiBBle park

tafe 
gosford

rUMBalara 
reserve

G

OSFORDsituated on the shores of brisbane water and an 
hour by train from sydney, gosford is a major public 
transport hub with rail and bus interchange and 
direct road links to sydney and all other areas within 
the region.

the project site is located within close proximity to 
the centre of town and sits on the edge of kibble 
park, the civic heart of gosford, many important 
regional functions are also located in this precinct, 
include the proposed new regional library, local courts 
and government services. the focus of this area is to 
create a centrally located, attractive and connected 
open space and town square.

visitors travelling by road to popular coastal holiday 
destinations of terrigal, avoca and the entrance, have 
to pass through gosford, making it an important 
entrance point to the coast.

location 
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site



the area surrounding gosford belongs to the darkinjung people (who were principally coastal-

dwellers) of the guringai nation.

an abundance of resources were available to the people of the guringai nation. an area of high 

rainfall, diet consisted predominately of seafood found within the many rivers and estuaries, and 

bushtucker harvested from the verdant bushland in the hinterland. trade with other tribal groups 

within the guringai was well established also, assisting with the development of a rich society with 

strong connections to the land. 

the rumbalara reserve, which heavily influences the site due to its location is an important 

indigenous location. the name ‘rumbalara’ cones from the indigenous word meaning ‘rainbow’. it 
is important to draw on these environmental and indigenous influences in order to better connect 
the built environment with the surrounding landscape.

gosford was first explored by governor phillip in 1788, with european occupation beginning in 1823. 

the area surrounding gosford was not settled until this time because of the rugged characteristic 

of the landscape, making it hard to navigate and understand.

rich soils provided for a strong agricultural  market, allowing for gosford to continue to grow until 

in 1885 it was proclaimed a town. in 1887, the rail link to sydney was complete - further accelerating 

the rapid development of the region. as gosford continued development, reliance on agriculture 

declined, and holiday and service industries became the dominant market form. 

gosford city centre is the regional capital of the central coast area, despite significant planning 

efforts over the years it has been slow to eventuate. 

today the cbd of gosford and the area surrounding our site has a high vehicle dominance, a lacking 

in green open space and has experienced a major retail downturn in the recent years. this decline 

has been affected by the rise of major shopping centres, which have also began to fail in the more 

recent years. 

therefore there is huge potential for our sit to add to and improve the surrounding cbd area 

of gosford whilst remaining aligned to the current central coast regional strategy plan.  “new 

opportunities for economic stimulus and growth will ensure gosford takes advantage of its location 

and strengthens its position as the regional capital of the central coast”. gosford city centre - statement of 

strategic intent, dec 2014, robertsday
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BUsHland: BrisBane Water national park + strickland state forest

strickland state forest is situated to the north 
west of gosford and our site. 
the forest displays exceptionally diverse habitats 
including; heath woodland, dry grassland, 
wildflowers, eucalypt forests and lush rainforests. 
walking tracks are set up throughout the forest, 
showcasing these unique and diverse ecosystems. 
it is considered a unique ecotourism destination 
for travellers from across nsw. 

the forest was originally home to the first 
government nursery in nsw as well as the site 
for the first national forestry training school. as a 
result of this, remnants of exotic and native trees 
area still present in the site which are now among 
the oldest in australia and can be seen whilst 
walking the arboretum’ track. there are examples 
of hoop pines, tallow wood, red cedars and 
bunya pines still present within the forest. 

brisbane water national park also contains a 
range of unique landscape offering as well as 
spots to picnic, cycle and fish. as well as this it 
also contains important ancient aboriginal rock 
carvings across a number of sites. the scared site 
is known as bulggandry art site.

landscape context

pindar cave

BUlgandrY site

patonga to pearl BeacH Walking track

arBoretUM track

BellBird trail



gosford citY centre dcp  2018

CONTROL PLAN

This plan identifies four key principles for the redevelopment of Gosford City 

Centre. Outlined is a city that is connected to landscape, has quality space 

for streets and people, the promotion of investment and lastly a space where 

community can embrace public life. 

Excerpt from ‘Civic Heart Green Connecting Strategy’ 

Udif 2017

IMPLEMENTATIONS

The Government Architect has released its first recommendations that relate 

to the overall renewal of Gosford City Centre, with an initial focus on enhancing 

Kibble Park, Gosford’s civic heart and key gathering place, to improve the 

commercial, retail, lifestyle and cultural life of the regional capital.

streetscape gUidelines 2011

ECO-STREET INITIATIVE

Developed in association with council officers, this document aims to provide a 

clear guideline for future upgrades to city streets. Key issues include a local of 

consistent theme, poor pedestrian amenity and way finding, a need to express the 

unique qualities of Gosford, poor visual quality and the dominance of the vehicle. 

Udif  report 1

THE CIVIC HEART

The first of the UDIF reports, this paper outlines the opportunities which present 

themselves within the Gosford city centre, specifically around Kibble Park - the 

civic heart. This is the geographic centre of the city, adjacent to the public library 

and government headquarters.

90

GOSFORD URBAN DESIGN AND 
IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK
Appendix 1

O C U L U S
l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e
u r b a n  d e s i g n

GOSFORD CITY CENTRE

STREETSCAPE DESIGN GUIDELINES
September 2011

Taylor Cullity Lethlean   May 2007

GOSFORD WATERFRONT STRATEGY 

 

 

 

Brisbane Water Foreshore 
Floodplain Risk Management Plan 
 

LJ2828/R002 
Gosford City Council  
November 2015 
 

Gosford Streetscape 
Guidelines, 2011
OCULUS FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

The primary objective of these design 
guidelines is to ‘provide a clear vision 
and framework for future streetscape 
upgrades within the City’s six urban 
and waterfront precincts. The 
guidelines provide a consistent and 
locally responsive palette of elements 
and materials which...facilitate the 
creation of great streets.” “They aim 
to help Council to create streets with 
a high level of amenity..and as a result 
act as a catalyst for retail and urban 
development in the City.”

This document takes into account the 
2010 masterplans and were developed 
in association with Council officers. 

Key issues include a local of consistent 
theme, poor pedestrian amenity and 
way finding, a need to express the 
unique qualities of Gosford, poor visual 
quality and the dominance of the 
vehicle. 

Gosford Waterfront 
Strategy, 2007 
TAYLOR CULLITY LETHLEAN

This early report, prior to the Our 
Vision Our Destiny masterplan of 
2010 outlines possible options for 
the design and development of the 
Waterfront. This concise strategy 
suggests the Waterfront is considered 
as a staged development of nodes 
along a cycle and pedestrian route. 
Whilst development sites are possible, 
like a medium sized marina, the focus 
is on community driven recreation 
spaces and a journey that links 
them along the water. The strategy 
recommends that the optimum width 
of the recreational land between 
the water and road should be 50-60 
meters to allow for walking, cycling, 
landscape and playgrounds. For this 
space to be possible the strategy 
has considered land reclamation or 
realignment of Dane Drive. 

Civic Improvement Plan

Gosford
C I T Y  C E N T R E  P L A N 

RevitalisingRevitalising

Gosford Civic 
Improvement Plan, 2007
NSW DEPT PLANNING ‘REGIONAL CITIES 
TASKFORCE’ FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

This plan “provides a description of the 
city infrastructure needed to support 
the growth and development of the 
city centre, and outlines the framework 
for contributions to be made from 
development towards funding and 
provision of the infrastructure.” This 
document was prepared prior to the 
“Our City Our Destiny” masterplan 
and was accompanied by a Vision 
document, LEP and DCP. It appears 
to be the first mention of waterfront 
precinct and cultural centre.

The public domain framework plan 
includes ‘green fingers’ of street 
planting to link the streets with the 
surrounding bushland, the creation 
of an ‘urban stream’ to interpret the 
original creek that could link the 
hospital and waterfront, and the 
provision on amenities to support 
public open space. All of these plans 
remain relevant today. The upgrade of 
Kibble Plaza to its current design may 
have come from this plan. 

These strategies are proposed to be 
funded by a 4% S94A levy.

Brisbane Water 
Foreshore Floodplain 
Risk Management Plan, 
2015
CARDNO FOR GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

Informed by a Floodplain Risk 
Management Study (also by Cardno), 
this report aim to direct and coordinate 
future management of flood prone 
land around the Brisbane Water 
Foreshore, and to educate community 
about flood risks. 

The main concern is coastal tidal 
flooding, often a result of severe 
coastal storm events. For Gosford 
the main impact is at the foreshore, 
with private properties unlikely to 
be affected. The impact of rising sea 
levels is also of significant concerns. 
Key finding of the study were that 
existing flood risks can be managed 
through controls, emergency response 
measures and minor works. “The 
impact of wind and swell induced 
waves were found to have an impact 
up to 20m from the foreshore edge 
for the majority of the waterway, 
with some areas near the entrance 
to Brisbane Water potentially being 
impacted up to 40m from the 
foreshore edge due to the influence 
of ocean swells...” The report outlines 
suggested DCP controls. Existing 
seawalls may require maintenance or 
raising in some areas. 

6.1.4
Gosford City Council Public 
Domain Strategies
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background reports & guidelines

URBAN DESIGN 
IMPLEMENTATION FRAMEWORK

PLACE REPORT 1 – THE CIVIC HEART

FOR DISCUSSION
09 APRIL 2018

URBAN DESIGN  
AND IMPLEMENTATION  

FRAMEWORK
SETTING THE SCENE  

AND EARLY RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR DISCUSSION
09 APRIL 2018

Gosford City Centre 

Development Control Plan

2018

connecting the civic heart

16

GOSFORD PLACE REPORT 1
Kibble Park: The Civic Heart

 2.5 Civic Heart  
design principles

1.

3.
2.

4.

5.

9.

8.

6.

7.

8.

1.   
Create a green room – 
respite for the  
growing city

2. 
Relocate activity to  
the edge and activate 
where people move

3.  
Re-purpose library as a 
public building – possible 
Town Hall, meeting 
place, flexible exhibition 
space. Investigate 
upgrade or new cafe 
integrated with park

4.  
Create a civic plaza 
and connect to Mann 
Street with active 
edges. Increase visual 
connection between 
Mann St and the park. 
Streetscape upgrade to 
Mann Street

5.  
Establish through 
connection street 
at Watt Street

6. 
Align connection to  
new regional library. 
Explore secondary 
connections between 
regional library, TAFE, 
Conservatory of  
Music and Council

7. 
Investigate opportunity 
to retain public  
parking in part of  
future development 
behind an active edge 
to Henry Parry Dr.

8.  
Connect park to 
reserves with tree 
planting along  
Donnison Street

9.  
Locate development 
height to minimise 
overshadowing of  
Kibble Park.

Approved 
DA



2.0 site analYsis
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urban systems analysis
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natural systems analysis
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surrounding influences

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 km

connecting ecologies

from a landscape perspective it is important to connect the site to the existing surrounding 
ecologies. 
the narrative and conceptual layers for the design of this site are taken from the influence of 
these surrounding environments as it is a direction site connection responding to the specific 
site context of gosford. 
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landscape vernacular

BUsHland: rUMBalara reserve 

rumbalara reserve is an extensive area of 
bushland sitting to the east of our site in gosford. 
it is a network of bushland reserves that give a 
sense of softening to the developing urbanized 
areas below. 

throughout the reserve there are various 
landscape typologies present depending on their 
location and microclimate. users will experience 
natural scrubby bushland, granite outcrops, 
dense eucalypt forests as well as damp rainforest 
environments - all displaying the unique local 
native character specific to the gosford region. 

there is an opportunity to bring some of these 
landscape typologies and elements into the built 
form and public domain of this project as a tool to 
connect the project to the people of gosford and 
most importantly, to its surrounding landscape. 

ironBark loop

redgUM Walk

flannel floWer track

rainforest loop
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landscape typologies

granite outcrops

grassland

rainforest floor

the various landscape typologies present in 
rumbalara reserve will help to inform and dictate 
the landscape spaces within our site. the landscape 
spaces will endeavor to relate to the characteristics 
and species present in each of these landscape 
typologies.

rainforest floor

grassland

eucalyptus forest

scrubby bushland/ gully environments

eucalyptus forest

scrubby bushland

granite outcrops



streetscape analysis

HenrY parrY drive

Image capture: Jul 2018 © 2019 Google

Street View - Jul 2018

Gosford, New South Wales

 Google
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existing condition
the current situation of henry parry drive contains a small 
amount of street trees and low pedestrian amenity. there are 
two lanes of traffic each direction with no parking on either 
side. 

on the kibble park side there is a generous footpath and 
a planted buffer adjacent to the road. however there is a 
pedestrian barrier/fence which restricts access across to our 
site. street trees are also not present along this strip which 
enable direct views through our site and towards rumbalara 
reserve behind. 

proposed condition 
the landscape design aims to better connect pedestrians 
from kibble park to the site. an increase in street tree 
numbers and plantings will help to further activate the 
proposed plaza edge. views and site lines into the site and 
further towards rumbalara reserve remain a high priority 
throughout the landscape scheme. 
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donnison streetWilliaM street

Image capture: Jul 2018 © 2019 Google

Street View - Jul 2018

Gosford, New South Wales

 Google

Donnison St

Image capture: Jul 2018 © 2019 Google

Street View - Jul 2018

Gosford, New South Wales

 Google

William St

existing condition

similar to this, donnison street also shows a single lane of 
traffic either direction with parallel parking.
there are some existing established eucalypts present on 
the southern side of donnison street which provide the 
foundation for a native street character representative 
of the natural landscapes surrounding gosford. 
however, there are currently a limited number of  street 
trees present along the north side of donnison street 
accompanied by a lack of pedestrian amenity 

proposed condition
through the landscape design we hope to improve the 
user experience along this street by providing; street trees 
and buffer planting, a ‘green screen’ to the proposed 
carpark edges and a unique user experience which 
connects the user and cycle path with the character of 
the surrounding bushland of rumbalara reserve.

existing condition

currently william street shows a single lane of 
traffic either direction with parallel parking on 
either side of the roadway. there are limited and 
under-whelming street trees present on this street. 
the single street tree adjacent to our site is planted 
in a small tree pit with no extra planting or soft 
scape. there is also a lack of pedestrian amenity 
along this edge. 

proposed condition
the landscape approach aims to improve the 
pedestrian amenity along this roadway with an 
increase in street trees and planting as well as 
providing a unique ‘green treatment’ to the edges 
of the proposed carpark. 

streetscape analysis

PREPARED BY  Arcadia Landscape Architecture  DATE  April 2020
CLIENT Lederer Group SCALE  
ARCHITECT  Buchan Group ISSUE  GGosford ALive 15

12,000mm 2500mm2500mm

fo
o

tp
a

th

pa
r

k
in

g

fo
o

tp
a

th

th
r

ee
 l

a
n

e 
c

a
r

r
ia

g
e

12,000 10002500

fo
o

tp
a

th

fo
o

tp
a

th

t
w

o
 l

a
n

e 
c

a
r

r
ia

g
e

pa
r

k
in

g

pa
r

k
in

g



3.0 design CONCEPTS



landscape vision

The landscape approach appreciates the importance of incorporating the unique water, bushland 
and city environments of Gosford in order to create a design which successfully aligns with these 

components...
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landscape vision

An evocative synergy of landscape, building and landform......
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big ideas + strategies

A series of landscape strategies have been proposed to help guide a 
unified landscape proposal, which also provide a design framework for the ‘Gosford 
Alive’ development. 

VIEwS + CONNECTIONS

Enhance visual connections from Kibble Park, 
through the site and cascading podium lan-
guage through the Rumbalara reserve behind 
Site. 

nEIGHbOURHOOD 
CONNECTIONS

Ensure new connections within the site 
respond to and enhance the connections to 
existing surrounding streets including the 
interface with Henry Parry, William and 
Donnison Street

RESPECT + REFLECT

Respect the importance of the original 
owners and meaning of this land as well as 
responding to the current context of the city 
of Gosford

EXPERIENCE + DESTINATION

Provide unique user experience through 
the site which responds to the character of 
landscape typologies present in Rumbalara 
reserve. The landscape approach will also 
provide various destinations which celebrate 
the unique qualities of this site.

EDGE INTERFACE + 
TRANSITION

Provide a site specific landscape solution to 
areas of the site where carpark edges are 
exposed to public streets. Utilize landscape 
elements to provide a continual transition 
between the various podium levels across the 
site. 

VEGETATION + wATER

Retain and preserve any existing site 
vegetation whilst also proposing suitable 
vegetation and water elements which reflect 
the characteristics of the surrounding 
Rumbalara reserve. 
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landscape concept diagram 
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tHe inflUence of ecologies

from a broader lens the landscape design will focus on how the proposal will connect in with the existing 
bushland and surrounding ecologies. in a more intimate setting the landscape design will focus on the 
experience the user will encounter throughout the space. the specific landscape ecologies present within the 
surrounding national parks and reserves will be represented throughout the various landscape spaces within the 
site depending on their elevation and aspect.

the concept will provide a continual link/pathway through the site which will connect users to rumbalara reserve 
in a physical way as well as a visual and symbolic way in terms of selected materials. 

the landscape will respond to the unique level changes across site, creating a unique experience for the user. 

ultimately the landscape design will help to improve street activation to the site surrounds as well as providing a 
unique and civic activation within the gosford civic heart. 
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landscape master plan
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1:500 @ a3
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SCALE 1:500 @ A3
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Tower 1

Tower 3

Tower 2 Tower 4 Tower 5
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ground floor - landscape plan
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SCALE 1:500 @ A3

PREPARED BY  Arcadia Landscape Architecture  DATE  April 2020
CLIENT Lederer Group SCALE  
ARCHITECT  Buchan Group ISSUE  GGosford ALive 22



podium level - landscape plan
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landscape detail plan
UrBan forecoUrt

LEGEND 

01 Ramp entry to urban forecourt from  
 Henry Parry Drive
02 Sloped embankment planting as buffer  
 to street
03 main stair entry connection to future  
 park connection
04 Sandstone seating   
05 Stair entry to podium level
06 Open forecourt area suitable for use for  
 future tenancies 
07 Palms delineating tenancy boundaries  
 and wayfinding continuity
08 Secondary stairs access
09 Inclusion of additional native trees for  
 shade protection from western sun 

KEY PlAn

+rl 10.10

0 1 2 4 6 8m

1:200 @ a3
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landscape detail plan
tHe gUllY

LEGEND 

01 Stairs leading to Gully from urban forecourt area
02 Small passive seating areas along thoroughfare
03 Feature palm trees
04 Threshold to through site link
05 lift entry
06 Planted screening to commercial facade 
 

KEY PlAn

0 1 2 4 6 8m
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landscape detail plan
tHroUgH site link

LEGEND 

01  Vehicle entries/exists to both William and Donnison Street
02 Access to lobbies
03 Sandstone seats serve as informal bollards seemlessly apart of the street language
04 Private residents courtyard
05 Residents parking
06 Planted screening buffer for residents privacy fronting street
07 Raised planting boxes to allow for mature tree planting on podium
08 large palms to entry of shareway
09 Retail tenancy
10 Outdoor tenancy seating
11 Footpath thoroughfare
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landscape detail plan

toWer 1 - landscape podiUM level 05

LEGEND 

01/ Communal turf
02/ Spectator bench
03/ Flexible furniture for small groups
04/ Screening planting to private open space
05/ Communal bench with felxible tables
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landscape detail plan

toWer 2 - landscape podiUM level 05
KEY PlAn

1:200 @ a3

LEGEND 

01/ Flexible furniture for small groups
02/ Ping Pong tables
03/ Private open space
04/ buffer planting for screening
05/ Integrated bbQ and kitchen bench
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landscape detail plan
landscape pdoiUM level 06

LEGEND 

01/ Communal pool and with sun lounge 
deck  
02/ Raised planters
03/ Screening planting to car park facade
04/ Open lawn areas
05/ Communal bbq and dining amenity for 
larger groups 
06/ Passive seating areas for smaller 
groups 
07/ Planting buffer to edges of podium 
space 
08/  Small to medium native trees for 
shade protection
09/ Private open space 

KEY PlAn

1:400 @ a3

0 2 4 8 12 16m

adjoining future building
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landscape detail plan
toWer 5 - landscape pdoiUM level 07

KEY PlAn
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LEGEND 

01/ Private open space  
02/ Communal open space
03/ bar table
04/ Enclosed bbQ
05/ Picnic bench for small gatherings
06/ mass raised planter for passive    
        screening 
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landscape detail plan

toWer 5 - landscape pdoiUM level 08 KEY PlAn
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LEGEND 

01/ Private open space  
02/ mass raised planter for passive    
        screening 
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landscape detail plan

toWer 2 - landscape podiUM level 17
KEY PlAn

LEGEND 

01/ medium size meeting nooks with work table
02/ Timber deck
03/ Communal bench
04/ Feature cobble paving
05/ buffer planting
06/ Specimen trees
07/ Ping Pong tables
08/ Small gathering nooks
09/ Integrated bbQ bench
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landscape detail plan

toWer 1 - landscape podiUM level 20
KEY PlAn

LEGEND 

01/ medium size meeting nooks with work table
02/ Timber deck
03/ Communal turf
04/ Spectator bench
05/ buffer planting
06/ Ping Pong tables
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landscape detail plan

toWer 1 - landscape podiUM level 25
KEY PlAn

LEGEND 

01/ Integrated communal bench
02/ buffer planting
03/ Sensory Garden
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landscape detail plan

toWer 4 - landscape podiUM level 27
KEY PlAn

LEGEND 

01/ Spectator bench
02/ buffer planting
03/ Picnic bench for intimate gatherings
04/ meeting nooks with flexible furniture
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landscape detail plan

toWer 5 - landscape podiUM level 27
KEY PlAn

LEGEND 

01/ bbQ bench with kitchen bench
02/ buffer planting
03/ Picnic bench for intimate gatherings
04/ meeting nooks with flexible furniture
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landscape sections

section a - UrBan forecoUrt

section B - UrBan forecoUrt

keY plan
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keY plan

landscape sections

section c - podiUM ‘gUllY’ landscape

0 0.5 1 2 4m

1:100 @ a3
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section d - tHroUgH site link section

landscape sections

keY plan

d

d
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section e - donnison street Upgrade

landscape sections

keY plan

e e
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LEGEND 

01/ Private open space for residents
02/ Cascading planting 
03/ Raised planter for screening views
04/ low level screening planting
05/ Proposed shared path
06/ Turf verge
07/ Public footpath
08/ large mature native tree to screen 
height of building 
09/ Townhouse fence 
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section f - WilliaM street Upgrade

landscape sections

keY plan

WILLIAM STREET

f f
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landscape tower precedents
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circulation

one lane direction

one lane direction

through site link parking

pedestrian circulation

basement car parking access

henry parry dr. retail access

loading dock access
RL 10.1
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