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The Hunter Communities Network (HCN) is an alliance of community based groups and 


individuals impacted by the current coal industry and concerned about the ongoing rapid 


expansion of coal and coal seam gas exploration and mining in the region.  


 


HCN wishes to object to the proposed increase in mining rate at the Wilpinjong Coal Mine from 


15 million tonnes per annum (mtpa) Run of Mine (RoM) coal up to 16 mtpa. HCN has observed 


the environmental and social impacts of the Wilpinjong Mine on the local community since 


approval in 2006. 


 


The ongoing loss of community, property values and services in the Wollar area are directly 


attributable to the significant impact of the mine. This impact is far greater than predicted in the 


environmental assessment and the conditions of approval for the previous four modifications. 


 


The community of Wollar has been struggling with the ongoing cumulative increase in social 


impacts from this mining operation combined with cumulative impacts from the adjacent mines. 


There is an increasing level of stress being caused by a number of factors. These include the loss 


of population through property acquisition, the loss of property values through the identification 


of noise and dust management zones, the stranded assets caused by proximity to mining 


company owned land and the health impacts from increased noise, dust, blasting and loss of 


amenity. 


 


The negative social impacts associated with loss of community and distorted property markets 


are not being assessed in any way through the planning process. The current NSW Government 


position is that all impacts on the community are mitigated in some form and therefore do not 


need to be considered in a costs benefits analysis of any mining expansion. 







HCN notes that there has not been a socio-economic assessment conducted for this modification 


and that the Environmental Assessment Report (‘the report’) goes to great length to underplay 


the impacts of the proposal. 


 


HCN is concerned that the report has a number of key deficiencies in the information presented. 


For example, Table 1
1
 does not outline the current full fleet of mining vehicles operating 24 


hours per day, 7 days per week concurrently across four pits. 


 


Noise 


 


The proposal to add three additional D11 bulldozers to the current fleet does not appear in the 


report until section 3.2.4 Mobile Fleet.
2
 The report treats this as a ‘minor augmentation’. HCN 


considers that the scale of the mining operation and the number of mining vehicles operating at 


Wilpinjong Mine is significant. The addition of 3 more bulldozers to shift a further 800,000 


Mbcm of overburden will add to the noise impacts of this operation. 


 


Noise has been a significant issue for the Wollar community and has caused much greater 


impacts than predicted. The operation of the Wilpinjong Mine is a prime example of the failure 


of the Industrial Noise Policy to protect remote rural communities from intrusive noise impacts 


that cause sleep disturbance and loss of amenity. 


 


HCN does not support the conclusion of the report that the proposed modification will not cause 


further noise intrusions on the village of Wollar and surrounding properties. 


 


The community in the Wollar district have also been impacted by blasting and spontaneous 


combustion events. 


 


Blasts 


 


HCN does not accept the current criteria for blasting impacts applied through conditions of 


approval for open cut mining operations. Residents on rural properties with farming enterprises 


should not be subject to blast impacts that affect animal handling and rattle their houses. 


 


The current blast conditions have caused damage to houses in the Wollar village. The onus of 


proof of cause of damage lies with the community. This is patently unfair because a large 


multinational mining company has more resources to contest these claims. 


 


The lack of independent monitoring, poor regulation and poor conditions of approval are unjustly 


weighted against community amenity and property value. 


 


Spontaneous Combustion 


 


HCN considers that the regulation of spontaneous combustion events at the Wilpinjong Mine has 


been very poor and has not been managed to the conditions of approval. 
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This modification should not be considered until all testing
3
 for spontaneous combustion


 


potential is finalised and a dedicated plan for spontaneous combustion
 
management is developed 


and approved. 


 


The ongoing intrusion of offensive odours into people’s homes and passing traffic is 


unacceptable and a breach of the conditions of approval and the Protection of the Environment 


Operations Act 1997. 


 


Dust 


 


The current conditions of approval to manage dust emissions from the mine have not prevented 


coal dust from entering people’s homes in the district. This is a serious issue that has not been 


appropriately addressed through the planning process. 


 


The health impacts of increased dust emissions from 24 hour/day, 7 days/week open cut mining 


operations have been raised across the Hunter region. The rapid growth of large open cut mining 


operations in the Mudgee area has caused a significant increase in dust levels that are visible at 


great distances from the areas of operation. The management of dust emissions from mining has 


been a failure of the regulatory system in NSW. 


 


The remaining community in the Wollar area has the right to healthy living conditions, ability to 


sell property on the open real estate market when required and to function as a viable social 


entity. 


 


These circumstances are currently not the case because of the impacts of the Wilpinjong Mine 


operations. The proposal to increase these impacts through a sixth modification to the operations 


is unacceptable and should not be approved. 


 


 


Yours faithfully 


 


 
 


Ted Finnie 


On behalf of Hunter Communities Network 
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