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10TH December 2012

The Director
Infrastructure Projects
Department of Planning & Infrastructure
GPO BOX $9
SYDNEY
NSW 2001
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Dear Sir,

Please find attached our  submission relative to the Foxground and Berry Bypass proposal.

This is a hard copy of an electronic message of submission.

As will be evident from the content these are considered comments and demonstrate our

objection to the proposal as submitted to your Department.

yours faithfully

Malcolm Sealy

Secretary
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PREAMBLE

That  the  n e e d  for a d ive rs ion  of la rge  t r a n s p o r t  vehicles  from

the  centre  of Berry is u n d e n i a b l e  — even  t h o u g h  the  accident

r a t e  is neg l ig ib le  because  the  n a r r o w n e s s  of Q u e e n  Street

s lows all t raffic flow.

The p r o p o s a l  for a n o r t h e r n  b y p a s s  to achieve th is  was
t h o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  the RTA m a n y  yea r s  ago  for th is  very

reason.

Desp i te  the  fact t ha t  the  RTA p a i d  h a n d s o m e l y  for a s t r ip  of

l a n d  to be u s e d  as m o d e s t  b y - p a s s  for h e a v y  vehicles ,  it went

in to  abeyance  u n t i l  the  RTA d e c i d e d  to go for a monster

m o t o r w a y  f rom K i a m a  Bends  to Bomaderry.

The p h r a s e s  u s e d  to jus t i fy  this  h i g h w a y  h a v e  been

p r o p a g a t e d  t ime  a n d  t ime a g a i n  by  the  RTA/RMS to the

extent  t h a t  m a n y  h a v e  b e e n  b r a i n - w a s h e d  in to  be l iev ing  the

message.

Desp i te  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  for a n  a l t e rna t ive  rou t e  to t h e  south

of Berry, these  h a v e  b e e n  i g n o r e d  a n d  r u b b i s h e d  as t hey  run
coun te r  to the  RMS p o w e r - b r o k e r s  obsessed  wi th  their

p r e f e r r ed  route.

To th is  end ,  the  v i d e o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  mere ly  s h o w s  a highly

p i c tu r e sque  v i e w  of the  joys  of d r i v i n g  a long  t h e  motorway
w i t h o u t  a n y  re fe rence  of the  effects u p o n  the h is tor ic  t o w n  of

Berry a n d  its residents.



PROBLEMS

The  m a i n  p r o b l e m  is t h a t  the  RMS p l a n  is obsessed  with

m o t o r w a y - m a n i a .  A motorway is not  architecture but a

means  o f  attracting more traffic and more po l lu t ion  — both

v i sua l  and atmospheric.

There  is n o  ba lance  d r a w n  b e t w e e n  the  a l lev ia t ion  of heavy

traffic f rom the  t o w n  cent re  a n d  the  h is tor ic  b a c k g r o u n d  to

the  t o w n  of Berry — former ly ,  cal led B r o u g h t o n  Creek.

The history o f  Berry and i ts  present  set t ing  b e t w e e n  the

northern escarpment and the  coast have b e e n  completely

ignored by the RMS in  s end ing  its proposal  as an
Environmental  Asse s sment  for approval b y  you,  Sir, as the

Minister  for Infrastructure.

It is to b e  h o p e d  t h a t  y o u  wi l l  se r ious ly  ques t i on  the  scope
a n d  effect of  th i s  p r o p o s a l  before  i t  is too late.  I n  th is  respect

w e  w o u l d  r e m i n d  y o u  that ,  t h e  local M P  for Kiama,  Gareth

Ward ,  i nd i ca t ed  the  i m p o r t a n c e  of Berry ' s  h i s to ry  by

i n a u g u r a t i n g  a n d  unve i l i ng  the  m o n u m e n t  to Alexander

Berry o n  N o v e m b e r  30"1 (St A n d r e w ' s  Day)  2009. The  leaflet

cover ing  the  h i s to ry  of t h e  t o w n  a n d  the ce remony  is

a t t a ched  to  this  submis s ion  a n d  s u m m a r i s e s  t h e  background

history.

The ques t ions  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  inc lude ,  b u t  are

n o t  l imi ted  to:-

The  fact t h a t  t h e  M o t o r w a y  is m u c h  too  close to the

t o w n  centre  — n o  o the r  h i s tor ic  t o w n  suffers  f rom such

proximity.
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The h i g h  noise  wa l l  wil l  obscure  the  v i ew  to the

escarpment
The  b y - p a s s  s h o u l d  be l o w e r e d  so  as r e d u c e  noise
levels.
Lack of a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a s se s smen t  of the  proposed

' s o u t h e r n  route'
The d iv i s ion  of the  t o w n  in to  two  p a r t s  (east  a n d  west)

t h r o u g h  the  h u g e  ove rpas s  a t  Kanga roo  Valley Road

The noise  levels  w h i c h  wi l l  be  gene ra t ed  b o t h  during

a n d  af ter  cons t ruc t ion  are  o b s c u r e d  b y  technical  ta lk  of

decibels  — n o  cons ide ra t ion  h a s  b e e n  g iven  to the  long-term 

effects of m o t o r w a y  no i se  a n d  po l l u t i on  d a y  and

n i g h t  o n  local  residents.
The RMS a g r e e d  t h a t  the  h i g h w a y  s h o u l d  be m o v e d  45

m e t r e s  a w a y  f rom N o r t h  Street  so as to p r o v i d e  some
relief  b u t  it is n o w  s t a t e d  b y  the  r o u t e  Project  Manager

tha t  th i s  m i g h t  be  m o v e d  b a c k  aga in  af ter  the EA has

b e e n  approved.

PROPOSAL

1 The scale, scope,  a l i gnmen t  a n d  pos i t i on ing  of the

Pre fe r r ed  r o u t e  s h o u l d  be the  subject  of  a n  independent

Judicia l  Rev iew or Publ ic  Enqu i ry  before  a p p r o v a l  is g iven  to

the  proposal.

2 The Rev iew Mee t ings  d u r i n g  the  course  of the p a s t  year
h a v e  been  t r u m p e t e d  as ' t r a n s p a r e n t '  a n d  ' co l labora t ive '  by

the RTA/RMS m e m b e r s  — h igh ly  questionable.

3 The ' S o u t h e r n  Rou te '  s h o u l d  be  r e -cons ide red  a n d  re-costed 
a n d  its e n v i r o n m e n t a l  impac t  s h o u l d  b e  compared

w i t h  t h a t  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  Op t ion .  Jus t  because  it conflicts



w i t h  the  f ixed v iew of the  RTA/RMS does  n o t  m e a n  tha t  in a
democracy ,  the  dec is ion  s h o u l d  be left to  un-elected

bureaucrats.

4 The  fo l lowing  ex t ra  cons ide ra t ions  as r e c o r d e d  b y  the

N a t i o n a l  T r u s t  of N e w  South  Wales  s h o u l d  be t aken  into

account:-

" a n y  b y p a s s  p r o p o s a l s  w o u l d  n e e d  to min imise  impacts

on  t h e  buf fe r  zones  of the  township"

• " a s se s smen t  of the  v i sua l  s ignif icance of the  area,
i nc lud ing  the  e s c a r p m e n t  a n d  the t o w n s h i p  of Berry..."

0 "an  a s se s smen t  of the  impac t  of the  projec t  o n  historic

he r i t age  values ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  impac t s  o n  the  historic

t o w n s h i p  of Berry"

" a n  a d d i t i o n a l  'Key  I s sue '  is the  impac t  u p o n  the

cu l tu ra l  l andscape  se t t ing  of the  h is tor ic  t o w n s h i p  of

Berry"
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