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DEDICATION 

This submission is dedicated to the anamnesis ( the not-forgetting) of the work of Kenneth Boulding 
(1910-1993), who coined the term "spaceship earth" and who, in his "Economy of Love and Fear" (1), 
estimated that, even in an advanced economy, forty percent of economic activity did not take place 
within a formal market, i.e. it constituted one way transfers. 
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I INTRODUCTION 

This submission will endeavour to present a positive understanding of the implications of the Jupiter 
wind farm project. It will do this by utilizing a particular ethical framework. This framework is a 
secularized adaptation of  Soren Kierkegaard's "stages of  existence" with the sequential use of utility, 
deontology and virtue. It will also reference ethical, economic and environmental issues. Kierkegaard 
(1813-1855) was both philosopher, ethicist and theologian. This Kierkegaardian framework should 
strictly speaking be referred to as quasi-kierkegaardian insofar as not all of his thought is utilized and it is 
possible to argue that some aspects of his work have been excluded. Nonetheless, the quasi- 
kierkegaardian framework, hereafter QKF, owes a substantial debt to him. The strength of the QKF is 
that it provides a means of locating significant rival ethical approaches (utility, deontology and virtue) 
within a coherent framework.To the best of my knowledge this submission is a singular example of  the 

use of this framework and there appears to have been no particular precedents in the Australian or 
overseas literature. 

The sources of information and data used for this submission derive from the wind farm industry and in 
particular, from EPYC. However this has occasionally been augmented by material from the general 
media, both Australian and overseas and similarly from environmental economics publications and also 
general economics and ethics published material. It should be noted that particular references are given 
at 

pi.iand 
a bibliography can be found at 

pi.-(T.here is also an attachment that gives a general 
introduction to the work of Soren Kierkegaard. 

At this point it is necessary to divulge an interest in the Jupiter wind farm project. This writer and his 
family signed a contract with EPYC in 2013 for the family property to host Jupiter wind turbines. 

II RELEVANT BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE OF THE WRITER 

This submission draws on knowledge and perspectives that have been gained during the course of the 
writer's working life, viz.: 

A student, researcher and teacher of economics (including environmental economics) for the previous 
fifty years at universities, government agencies and the Australian Senate. 

A student, researcher and teacher of  ethics for the previous fifty years at primary, secondary and 
tertiary educational institutions and church organizations. 

A research officer and acting secretary of Australian Senate Select and Standing Committees for several 

years. 

A rural landholder for thirty-seven years. 

A primary producer for thirty-seven years. 



III ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE JUPITER PROJECT 

As stated in the Introduction, for the purposes of this submission I will utilize the particular ethical and 
existential perspectives of the philosopher Soren Kierkegaard, who has been described as a "unique but 
vastly influential philosopher" (2) He has been regarded as the progenitor of the philosophy of 
existentialism where existence can assume a primacy within ethics. His existential ethical perspectives to 
be used are the three stages of existence, namely the aesthetic stage of existence, the ethical stage of 
existence and last, the religious stage of existence. I have argued that these three ethical stages can be 
approximated or replicated within a secular environment, because, first, although Kierkegaard had 
considerable stature as a Christian thinker, as his significant impact on Karl Barth and the theology of 
Neo-Orthodoxy demonstrated, the majority of Existentialists were not committed Christians. By way of 
illustration, Martin Buber (1878-1965) was Jewish, Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) was an atheist, and 
Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) was a Marxist. Second, existential philosophy had run a wide gamut but it 
did share some common themes, viz, truth, freedom, decision making, choice, responsibility, conscience 
( all the preceding themes share much with ethical theory), and also despair, guilt, alienation, 
authenticity, finitude and death (all these preceding themes share much with psychology) (4). Third, 
John Macquarie re-iterated the view that "had Kierkegaard lived a hundred years later, that is in our 
day, when a system is conceived in rather more modest terms than then he would at once have 
been able to offer the Hegelian system competition in the form of a system of existential dialectic" (5). 
As befits Kierkegaard, the secondary literature available on his 'three stages of existence' is 
considerable even if it is diverse in approach, in a sense he has been redeemed by his later followers 
The sources for the 'The Three Stages' are found largely in his "Either/Or" and "Stages on Life's Way" 
(6). The relationship between the stages is of "central importance in understanding his (S.K.'s) whole 
authorship" (7) The 'stages' are not so much stages as a "progressive deepening of life" (8), i.e. a 
dynamic process of adjustment to existence, in particular the transition from the aesthetic stage , when 
it ends in despair, to the ethical stage, and from the ethical stage, when it also ends in despair, to the 
religious stage. Kierkegaard often uses the virtue of love as the "focus for looking at the relationship 
between the stages" (9) i.e. the aesthetic stage is love as desire and pleasure with self-orientation, the 
ethical stage is reciprocal love with bonds, or ethical duty (10) and the religious stage subordinates all 
temporal ends and focusses on the eternal, where the person moves "absolutely towards absolute ends 
and relatively towards relative ends. Here, love becomes love of neighbour which is also non- 
preferential (11). To re-iterate, first, the aesthetic stage can be seen in a secular context as an ethics of 
utility, as a system of costs and benefits. Similarly, the ethical stage can be seen as deontology, a system 
of  duties and rights. Last, the religious stage can be seen as the ethics of virtue where the character of 
the human person is central. 
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A UTILITY 

The derivation of this utilitarian ethical approach (England in the 18th/19th Century, Jeremy Bentham, 
James Mill, John Stuart Mill) ran in tandem with Nineteenth Century post-classical economic theory. For 
the purposes of  this submission the ethics of utilitarianism can be subsumed within an economic 
approach, i.e. economic benefits. 

ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

The concept of economic benefits is reiterated continuously through industry documents. The following 
listing is an itemized summary of benefits and is indicative of  a positive approach. 

THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF THE JUPITER PROJECT 

i FINANCIAL BENEFITS 

Employment: Estimated employment positions construction phase = 300 

Estimated employment positions operational phase = 32 (12) 

Note: there is an explicit monetarization of $318m in the EPYC Jupiter EIS (13). However there appears 
to be no mention of an employment multiplier for these benefits. 

Energy generation: 1100 GWH (Est. to supply the needs of 150,800 homes, no monetarization available) 
(14) 

"Significant" revenue streams: Hosts $12,000 per turbine?? Neighbours, Community no monetarized 

amount. (15) 

Reduction of financial risk: contractual known revenue streams (16) 

Agricultural land usage: efficient usage from additional revenue reduction of risk(not monetarized) (17) 

ii ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

CO2 Emission reduction: est. 900,000t GHG pa (18) 

Reduction of global warming: no adverse effect on human health, livestock or birdlife. (19) 

Preservation of scarce resources: e.g. wind turbines do not use water, cf. coal. (20) 



- 

Iii Hi RELEVANT SIGNIFICANT DYNAMIC ECONOMIC CONCEPTS: 

There are several economic concepts that have a relevant role in providing a more accurate and detailed 
understanding of the positive contribution of the Jupiter Project 

MULTIPLIERS 

In the Inter-War period of the Twentieth Century Richard Kahn developed the powerful economic 
concept of the Multiplier which was adopted by John Maynard Keynes (Lord Keynes) in his seminal and 
ground-breaking work of 1936 "The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money" (21). This 
provided the corpus for Macroeconomics and several components of  Macroeconomics surfaced in other 

areas of economics. In particular, the Employment Multiplier has made a significant contribution to 
applied economics. My first significant encounter with the Employment Multiplier occurred with the 
Australian Senate Select Committee on the Live Sheep Trade. If I can recall briefly (and hopefully 
correctly) this happened when the Secretary of the AMIEU (Australian Meat Industry Employees Union) 
had commissioned an economic/econometric analysis of the live sheep trade, in particular, the negative 
cost/benefit aspects of the trade for the domestic meat industry (22). The AMIEU number crunching 
arrived at a figure for the employment multiplier within the domestic Australian meat industry of a 
factor of four, i.e. for every job created within the meat industry another four jobs were created 
elsewhere, usually in regional and rural Australia. To put this in perspective, and if I recall correctly, the 
then employment multiplier for the Australian motor industry was approximately two. The Multiplier is 

an economic mechanism that keeps on giving, so to speak. I suspect that there are several multipliers at 
work with the Jupiter Project. I would hope that somewhere, somehow, a cost benefit analysis is 
available and could elaborate on the workings of these Multipliers. 

EXTERNALITIES 

For several decades within the field of Environmental Economics the concept of Externalities has been 
utilized. Just as there are positive and negative multipliers, there are positive and negative externalities. 
The concept was first adopted largely with negative externalities where the theory held that if some 
adverse outcome from a production process (say toxic gases from some smelting process) and if the 
financial costs of  that adverse outcome could not be recovered from within the market for that product, 
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then that cost became an externality. Ostensibly, the cost could not be recovered, however it is usually 
possible now to recover the cost through political/legal action, i.e. through a deontological approach. 

With recent wind energy projects some discussion has been generated about the possible negative 
externality of  visual disamenity or visual disutility. Just as there is the adage that beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder, so logically there is the converse that ugliness is also in the eye of the beholder. It is a 
relativist phenomenon, not an absolute one. This position was echoed in the 1950's reaction to modern 
art "I may not know much about art but I know what I like". This comment is relativist insofar as it 
eschews various logical and relevant approaches that constitute the discipline of Aesthetics which is 
derived from a tradition that goes as far back as classical Hellenistic civilization and the arguments of 
Plato and Aristotle. The focus for the Jupiter Project is to deal with the unknowing endorsement of a 
relativist position. 

It is useful here to invoke a shadow argument. In moral philosophy there is the cause celebre of moral 
relativism. One philosophical opinion had it that it was one of the most absurd arguments to have been 
advanced, even in moral philosophy. This source also gave a useful historical example. The 
Conquistadores were referred to as a "morally unpretentious collection of bravos", but they were all 
appalled completely by the Aztec practice of human sacrifice (23). That is to say that ethics matters and 
further, bad ethical arguments matter even more. The argument against moral relativism is succinct and 
significant. If it is argued that human sacrifice was morally acceptable for Aztecs but was morally 
unacceptable for Conquistadores, then we have an example of moral relativism. However, why was 
human sacrifice not morally unacceptable for both Conquistadores and Aztecs, or conversely, 
acceptable for both groups. The problem is that there is an overarching argument in the shadows. The 
immediate relativist argument is backed up by a second level ABSOLUTIST argument in the shadows, 
that moral relativist arguments are always acceptable, i.e. absolute, whereas absolutist arguments are 
never acceptable. Perhaps we could coin a phrase, "I may not know much about ethics but I know what I 
like". 

There is also another externality that has surfaced, the possible change in land values surrounding wind 
turbine projects. A common assumption is that surrounding land values will automatically decline. 
However this raises two problems. First, the Jupiter project makes provision for "buffering", or voluntary 
benefit sharing plans, insofar as it is planned to make gratis payments to neighbouring landholders in 
order to alleviate this externality. Second, there is evidence that for different types of rural land 
surrounding turbine projects there are different outcomes. I understand that at least one survey has 
been done which produced some evidence that although some subdivisional land was susceptible to 
fluctuation, broadacre agricultural land was not. 



However, there is a relevant and more personal example. For the last 36 years our family has lived in 
proximity to a 330kv transmission line that traverses our property. The previous owner was paid a 
completely insignificant monetary amount at the time of construction and we have received no financial 
compensation during the entire period of our tenure on the property, save for the good will and 
decency of the staff of the NSW Electricity Commission and their successors. This is despite the now 
commonly understood health hazards of living in proximity to 330KV transmission lines or their visual 
disamenity. This example illustrates the significant disjunction between the economic consideration and 
treatment of 330kv power lines on the one hand and wind turbines on the other. 

THE "NEW" ECONOMY 

The term "New Economy" for the purposes of this submission refers to the Australian economy during 
the inter-war period particularly with regard to the development of the National Grid and parallel 
development of the new consumer economy and in particular the manufacture and consumption of 
electrical goods. Contemporary with these developments was the emergence of university economists 
and economic historians (e.g. Giblin and Shan ) who espoused neo-classical economics and who also, 
apart from teaching and researching saw it as their duty to engage in economic policy debate from a 
neo-classical perspective, in particular on the perennial issue of tariff reduction. However this somewhat 
doctrinaire perspective was disadvantaged in that Giblin et al. appeared to have been oblivious to some 
aspects of the new economy. This was an era of  Imperial Preference and Keynesian theory was in its 
infancy only for the later years of the Thirties, it would be more accurate to think of it as in some sort of 
intellectual development in utero. Nonetheless, the economic reality in the Twenties of the new 
economy, national grids and new patterns of consumption was becoming more apparent despite the 
limitations of neo-classical theory. The neo-classical theorists had been keeping their eye on the ball but 
it was the wrong ball. The reality was a powerful new synergy of infrastructure and technology and of a 
value-added dynamic, in a sense a domestic economic reality that despite the exigencies of the Thirties 
became a continuing reality. There are obvious parallels with the wind turbine and other alternative 

energy technologies and deployments of Today. The new Australian wind turbine sector is dependent 
not only on value added dynamics for its growth with the fabrication, labour and ancillary technology 
components, but also imported components. The key term here is "value-added" which can provide not 
only domestic Australian employment and generate wider domestic economic activity but may also 
provide a platform for linked export industries. Further, the term "value added" has a similar 
connotation to "value-capture" and it may prove possible that wind turbine and other alternative forms 
of energy production and their forward and backward linkages may become a valuable part of a new 
synthesis of industrial technology, institutions and infrastructure. 
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THE RESOURCE CURSE 

This economic concept goes by various names, e.g., the resource curse hypothesis, the Dutch disease, 
and the Gregory hypothesis. It takes a cyclical view of  the resources sector. A prominent developer and 
exponent of  the concept is Professor Bob Gregory of the Australian National University who has made it 
known in various quarters within Australia. Briefly, a minimalist model of the concept utilizes three 
economic sectors. The domestic sector is immune to fluctuations in the national currency because all 
financial transactions are undertaken in the national currency within the national boundaries. The two 
other sectors, the leading export sector and the trailing export sector are the source of  the resource 
curse insofar as the leading sector's success in boosting exports creates demand for the national 

currency and ultimately the trailing sector is disadvantaged because it now cannot compete successfully 
with the leading sector with the rise in the national currency and the "bidding" for the factors of 
production of  capital and labour. This process has been endemic within the Australian colonial economy 
through to the new millennium Australian economy and is usually most notable during the playing out 
of the resources cycle within the mining sector and its old rival, the agricultural sector. The position of 
the wind turbine industry provides a more optimistic variation on this theme. Wind power is 
environmentally sustainable and benign and appears, of itself, to provide the possibility of engendering 
technology shifts within the industry, e.g. more efficient turbines, infrastructure etc. The eighteenth 
century energy industries (e.g. coal) do not appear to share in this technology benefit and also appear to 
be more susceptible to cyclical fluctuations. 

MARGINAL ANALYSIS 

The development of  marginal analysis was a significant outcome of the work of neo-classical economists 
in the late nineteenth century (along with utility and a market theory of value, i.e. demand and supply). 
In particular, the Cambridge economist Alfred Marshall, developed the microeconomic theory of the 
firm, especially the interaction of  marginal cost with marginal revenue. Later, in certain economic 
applications, marginal revenue morphed into marginal benefit (it is used routinely in benefit cost 
analysis). It is also used in environmental economics. In particular, the Jupiter Wind Farm has been 
required by the State of  NSW to conform to the State planning requirements and other directives. In 
determining the viability and relevance of the Project, marginal analysis would be an important 
perspective, not only for accuracy of  benefits and costs and other variables and the estimation of the 
viability of  the Project but also, not least, the probity of  the Project. 



B DEONTOLOGY 

The Greek word "deon" is translated as "duty". The deontological approach mainly utilizes the concepts 
of duties and rights and their interaction, for example, if a person has a right not to be harmed (for 
whatever reason) then another person who associates with the right-bearing person has a duty to not 
harm them. This ethical approach is associated with the great eighteenth century philosopher of the 
German enlightenment, Immanuel Kant. There is a close relationship between deontology and law, 
although the former derives largely from philosophical enquiry and the latter derives largely from 
jurisprudence, common law and Roman law and both make reference to social context and institutions, 

e.g. Parliament. This document before you, this submission on wind farms to the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment, is an example of aspects of deontology at work within a legal, political, 
social, cultural and institutional process and conforms to the institutional requirements of the State of 
NSW. 

THE JUPITER PROJECT AND DEONTOLOGY 

Deontological considerations, both duties and rights, occur frequently within the debate on wind 
turbines. Listed below is a list of relevant duties and rights that is by no means exhaustive. 

DUTIES 

Common duty of care: stated at (24), (25). 

: violation (26). 

: inappropriate right (27) 

International duty: conformation to international agreements (28) 

Environmental duty: to maintain the environment, preserve scarce resources (29) 

: prevention of global warming (30) 

: reduction of pollution with production of  clean energy (31) 

Non-violation of duty: turbines are not a detriment to human health, livestock or wildlife (32) 

: wind turbines have no water usage whereas other technologies, e.g. coal, (33) 



RIGHTS 

Community rights: procedures, misrepresentation (34), (35). 

Non-violation of  rights: agriculture can co-exist with wind turbines (36). 

Invalid right: claim to veto project is invalid (37). 

RIGHTS TALK AND DUTIES 

As can be seen from the preceding list, there is a simple citing of "duties" and "rights", however 
rights/duties can be either moral rights/duties or legal rights/duties or both. The large problem is how 
moral rights/duties are derived, do they fall from the sky? First, there is an argument for rights from self- 
evidence, cf. the American Declaration of Independence. Second, John Locke advanced an argument 
from a state of  nature and invoked a law of nature which affects all, and, as Locke would have it, that 
law is reason and teaches all the correct moral rules (38). Third, Immanuel Kant argued that "equal 
respect for rational agents generates moral rules and rights" (39). Fourth, there is an argument related 
to Kant's "rational individuals who are concerned to promote their interests (who) would choose to 
adhere to some set of  moral rules" (40). Fifth, there is a utilitarian argument that "correct moral rules 
maximize total welfare" (41) However, to return to the distinction between moral and legal rights, 
conversely, valid/invalid legal rights/duties can be determined usually by normal legal processes. 
Further, a moral right/duty can acquire more substance by acquiring partial consideration as a legal 
right/duty. The example of the success of the anti-slavery movement in its striving for legal sanctions 
against slavery in both Great Britain and later in the United States is a telling example. 
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C VIRTUE 

Virtue ethics is a classical ethical theory that traces its origins to Homeric virtue and the life of the 
warrior hero. With Aristotle, Plato and other classical Greek worthies there was a shift of  focus from the 
warrior and virtue to the just and good person of the "polis" (the Greek city state e.g. Athens). A central 
concept of  virtue is character, i.e. the state of character of the human person. One linked key 
Aristotelian concept found in the Nicomachean Ethics is that of  "eudaimonia". This has been translated 
by some as "happiness" but this is misleading. The term literally means "good spiritedness". Most recent 
translations have shifted to the idea of "flourishing" or "well being". There is also the linked concept of 
"telos", i.e. the end or perhaps the raison d'etre of  the human person. Effectively, virtue had been the 
leading, central ethical theory in European thought until it died out at the end of the Eighteenth 
Century. The novelist Jane Austen was the last exponent of the Virtue tradition. It is embedded in "Pride 
and Prejudice" where Miss Elizabeth Bennet is exceedingly vexed by not being able to determine the 
character (read virtue/vice) of Mr Darcy. The problem is, in fact, his pride and her prejudice. In 1981, 
Alasdair Macintyre launched "After Virtue" (42), a prodigious work that re-established the claim of 
virtue theory to relevance in ethical thought. Virtue is concerned with the character of the human 

person, i.e the philosophical and psychological understanding of  the human person seen through the 
working of "hexis/habitus", in a sense the disposition of the human person for virtue, but more 
accurately, the state of character of the human person for virtue and/or vice. Recently there has been 

two shifts in emphasis with virtue theory. First, there has been more attention paid to the emotional 
and interior life of the human person and also the biological basis for behavior for the moral subject. 
Second, there has been more attention given to the social context for the life of virtue. Both these new 
developments have been given some attention in the following final sections below. 

THE JUPITER PROJECT AND VIRTUE 

INDIVIDUAL VIRTUE, INTENTION AND ACCURACY IN COMMUNICATION 

There has been concern about the possibility of inaccurate details of consultative arrangements being 
communicated under anonymity which jeopardizes the effectiveness of the resolution of problems 
associated with the planning for the Jupiter Project. (43) 
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VIRTUE AND COMMUNITY 

EPYC has voluntarily provided assistance with community projects. (44) 

There is the suggestion for and the example of provision for enhanced mobile telephone operation. (45) 

VIRTUE AND CONSULTATIVE INSTITUTIONS 

There have been concerns expressed about the incidence of misinformation spread by third parties with 
regard to EPYC's voluntary consultations with the Community. (46) 

There have been concerns expressed about the role of external interest groups in the consultation 

process. (47) 

There have been concerns about the unrepresentative nature of formal community representation. (48) 

VIRTUE AND CONCERN FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 

There is concern for future generations with the prospect of global warming and climate change. Wind 

power is a very welcome prospect. (49) 

VIRTUE AND KIERKEGAARD 

With our pursuit of understanding of the QKF, we now reach a moment of truth. It becomes difficult to 
accept some of Kierkegaard's arguments. In particular there is the argument for the teleological 
suspension of  the ethical (telos=end) in "Fear and Trembling". Briefly, it dramatically recounts the 
position of Abraham in following the commandment of  God to kill his own beloved son Isaac. This 
potential act would be a complete transgression of the ethical order for the sake of a telos, or end, 
completely outside it, i.e. God's command. At this point many commentators have taken issue with 
Kierkegaard. A former leading Anglican theologian, John Macquarie, who was interested in many facets 
of existentialism, saw this teleological argument as problematic (50). Anthony Kenny also scrutinized the 

argument from many perspectives and raised several issues (51),It brings us to Kierkegaard's prioritizing 
of faith in the religious stage. Here we are not concerned with the content of faith, but with faith as 
faith. However he never addresses one dimension of faith, i.e. faith is one of the three theological 
virtues, along with hope and love and this brings us to the topic of  the recovery of virtue. Suffice it to say 
that the recovery has led to many new paths of enquiry into virtue such as virtue epistemology, a path 
that is outside our purview. 



However, there there is another path which is within our purview. Earlier, when discussing the three stages of 
existence, they were referred to as a progressive deepening of life (52). This leads to a different area of 
enquiry of psychology, psychiatry and spirituality and in particular the work of Jack Dominian, a 
consultant psychiatrist, and E.H.Erikson, a psychologist. Erikson links the various stages of development 
of  children, adolescents and adults with "certain virtues" (53). For example, when a child's capacity to 
trust is greater than its fear of mistrust then it acquires the capacity to hope. Dominian then links this 
with the theological virtue of hope and argues further that spirituality has an infrastructure which is 
psychological. The process of the child acquiring capacities (e.g. the will, the role of truth, purpose-the 

courage to envisage and pursue valued goals, sense of being loved unconditionally etc.) finally attains 
the capacity to develop ego integrity in the face of despair. These concepts and terms are very similar to 
those of the three stages of existence such as the renunciation of  things temporal, non-preferential love, 
the recognition of the ubiquity of sin and failure and suffering and the priority of truth. 
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1. 

13oth t h e  e x i s t e n t i e l i s m  o f  J e o n  T ' a u l  9 a r t r e  e n d  t h e  crisis 
t h e o l o g y  o f  T e r i  B e r t h  d e r i v e  i n  p a r t  f r o m  t h e  w o r k  o f  Soren 
r a e r k e g o e r d .  He s t a n d s  e t  t h e  c r o s s - r o o d s  b e t w e e n  a n  otheistic 
e x i s t e n t i o l i s m  e n d  e t h e o l o g y  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  9 h i l o s o p h i c a l  ana- 
l y s i s .  c: .K. i s  n i v o t o l  a n d  s e m i n e l  f o r  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  thought, 
b u t  a l s o  vexatious. 
_ _ K i e r k e g o o r d  w e e  t h e  s a n e s t  m e n  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  
- - K i e r l c e g a e r d  w a s  a s c h i z o p h r e n i c  
- - K i e r k e g o a r d  vms  t h e  g r e a t e s t  C h r i s t i a n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  
- - K i e r k e g n a r d ' s  o i m  w e s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Christian 

f a i t h  

- - H e  d i d  n o t  a t t a c k  p h i l o s o P h y  e s  s u c h  
- - H e  n e g a t e d  reoson..... 
- - H e  w o s  o v o l u n t o r i s t  
- - K i e r k e g o o r d  w e e  t h e  K n i g h t  o f  P i t h  
- - K i e r k e g o a r d  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  t r u t h  
- - K i e r k e 3 - - r d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d a m n e d  (1) 

T h i s  c o n f l i c t  o f  o n i n i o n  h o s  e x t e n d e d  t o  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  which 
h r l s  e e r n e d  f o r  i t s e l f  a s i g n i f i c e n t  f o l l o w i n g  a m o n g  E u r o p e a n  writers 
s u c h  P s  OPMUS a n d  S a r t r e  b u t  h o s  e a r n e d  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  of 
P a p a l  B u l l  a n d  t h e  d i s d a i n  o f  a n  a n a l y t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h e r  s u c h  as 
J o h n  Passmore; 

" P r o f e s s i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  n a r t ,  d i s m i s s  i t  with 
P c o n t e m p t u o u s  s h r u g  i t  s t a n d s ,  t o  B r i t i s h  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  for 
C o n t i n e n t a l  e x c e s s  e n d  r a n k n e s s . "  ( P )  I n  s h o r t ,  B r i t i s h  onalytical 
P h i l o s o p h e r s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s p e l l b o u n d  b y  SK a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  o f  card- 
i n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  a t h e i s t i c  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  a n d  n e o - o r t h o d o x  theo- 
l o g i a n s  a n d  i s  e n  i n t r i g u i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  philosophy 
t o  theology. 

He i s  n o t  e c l e e r  s t r a i g h t - f o r w o r d  t h i n k e r  b u t  - : o e t i c ,  peradox- 
i c o l  a n d  i r o n i c  w i t h  o n  i n t e n s e  p s c h o l o g i c o l  i n s i g h t .  D r  M a n  Ioy 
r e r k e r i  t h - t  l o n g  v i t , l k s  rifi t h e  e i s t r - i c t i o n s l  o f  t h e  71,,rket-n1,,,ce 

r e  e n e c e s s a r y  r e l i e f  t o  a c l o s n g e  o f  K i e r k e g a r d .  One o f  t h e  main 
r e P s o n s  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  u n d e r s t e n d i n g  t h e t  h e  p r e s e n t s  is 
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h i s  u s e  o f  p s e u d o n y m o u s  l i t h o r s h i p ,  l i t e r n r y  preoccunetions, 

h i s  m e l e n c h o l i n  n n d  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  h i s  P r i v e t e  langunge 

b e c e u s e  o f  t h e  i n e d e q u e c i e s  o f  t h e  ' f l n i s h  o f  h i s  d e y .  He w e s  a 
g i n n t  Pmong  h i s  countrymen. 

H i s  l i f e  w n s ,  i n  n s e n s e ,  p r o v i n c i e l  b u t  r e f l e c t e d  profound 

n s y c h o l o g i o n l  t e n s i o n s  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  P e s s i o n  e n d  inte— 

l l e c t u e l  d a r i n g ,  He w n s  P n  e b n o r m a l  p e r s o n e l i t y .  I t  i s  relevnnt 

t o  r e c o u n t  n f e w  s i g n i f i c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  h i s  life. 

He wPs  b o r n  i n  1 8 1 1  t o  M i c h e l  P e d e r s e n  K i e r k e g n P r d  e n d  his 

s e c o n d  w i f e  k n e  L u n d  Y i e r k e g - - r d .  S h e  p i n y e d  n m i n o r  p e r t  i n  SK's 

l i f e  b u t  h i s  f e t h e r  w n s  a f f l i c t e d  b y  g u i l t  P t  h e v i n g  s e d u c e d  and 

mnde  p r e g n P n t  h i s  f o r m e r  w i f e ' s  m i d  s o  s h o r t l y  f t e r  h i s  first 

w i f e ' s  d e p t h .  H i s  f n t h e r  vies e l s o  t o r n  b y  g u i l t  n t  h e v i n g  cursed 

God i n  h i s  s e o l e s c e n c e ,  P n  P c t  t h P t  i n d u c e d  s e v e r e  depression 

b o r d e r i n g  o n  t h e  p s y c h o t i c  i n  h i s  l n t e r  l i f e .  T h e  f e m i l y  d i d  suffer, 

f o u r  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  b e i n g  k i l l e d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s .  9K inherited 

t h i s  m e l P n c h o l y  e n d  g u i l t  a n d  i n  o b s c u r e  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  Journals 

m e n t i o n e d  h i s  ' t h o r n  i n  t h e  f l e s h ' ,  4 f u n d e m e n t e l  i n j u r y ' ,  'spot' 

n n d  t m i s r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s o u l  a n d  body'. 

A l l  t h i s  w e e  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  h i s  e n g e g e m e n t  t o  R e g i n e  O l s e n  et 

t h e  P g e  o f  2 7  n n d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  b r e a k  i t  o f f  j u s t  n f t e r  o n e  yeer 

h n d  e l p p s e d .  H i s  m o t i v e s  w e r e  c o m p l e x  e n d  t o r t u r e d  e n d  m u c h  o f  his 

' a e s t h e t i c '  w o r k  w n s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  i d e e l  o f  m P r r i n g e  e n d  committ 

m e n t .  He n e v e r  m n r r i e d  n n d  d i e d  e t  t h e  n g e  o f  f o r t y — t w o .  H i s  life 

w-  n y t h i n g  b u t  T o l s t o y e n  i n  h i s  d o m e s t i c  circumstences. 

I n  h i s  r e l n t i o n  t o  s o c i e t y  h e  w n s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t w o  e v e n t s .  The 

f i r s t  w - s  t h e  t l o r s n i r '  n f f P i r  i n  1 8 4 6  w h e n  SK d e l i b e r e t e l y  pro— 
v o k e d  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  - s c P n d e l  s h e e t  t o  m e r c i l e s s l y  r i d i c u l e  h i m  to 

t h e  e x t e n t  t h n t  " T ) o n ' t  b e  n S o r e n "  w e s  n d m o n i s h m e n t  u s e d  by 

O o p e n h n g e n  m o t h e r s  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  He r e e c t e d  t o  t h i s  nredictRbly 

w i t h  c o m m e n t s  n b o i l t  t h e  " t r n m p l i n g  g e e s e " ,  ( t h e  c o m m o n p e o p l e ) ,  end 

t h e  f e i l u r e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  h e r  w i t n e s s  t o  i n t e g r i t y  e n d  truth. 

T h e  s e c o n d  e v e n t  P i s °  o c c u r r e d  i n  1 8 4 6  b u t  wets o v e r s h e d o w e d  by 

t h e  ' O o r s 9 i r t  - f f - i r .  ti B o r n h o l m  p r i e s t  n e m e d  A d l e r  h e d  b e e n  sus— 
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p e n d e d  f o r  d e c l n r i n g  t h e t  h e  h e d  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i e l  r e v e l n t i o n  from 

C h r i s t .  S r  w e s  t e m n t e d  t o  p u b l i s h  o n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  b u t  f e l t  it 

w o u l d  b e  u n f e i r  t o  A d l e r .  T h e  t w o  q u e s t i o n s  o f  r e v e l e t i o n  a n d  churcl 

P u t h o r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e o c c u p y  h i m  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  life. 

I n  h i s  i n t e r i o r  l i f e  s V  w n s  d e c i d e d l y  T o l s t o y e n .  I n  1 8 3 5  he 

s p e n t  h e  e n e n t , e  e u m m e r  h o l i d n y  - t  G i l l i l e j e  e n d  i n  t h i s  prolonged 

c o n t e c t  w i t h  t h e  p e n i s h  c o u n t r y s i d e  n n d  p e o p l e  h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 
h e i g h t e n e d  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  e n d  r e s o l v e d  t o  ' f i n d  t h e  t r u t h  which 

i s  t r u e  f o r  me , n n d  t o  f i n d  t h e  i d e e  f o r  w h i c h  I c e n  l i v e  pnd 

d i e . '  ( 3 )  g i n  o n  t h e  1 9 t h  T.'ey 1 8 3 8  h e  w r o t e  i n  h i s  Journnl 

" T h e r e  i s  P n  i n d e s c r i b e b l e  j o y  w h i c h  g l o w s  t h r o u g h  u s  e s  uneccount- 

n b l y  - s  t h e  n p o s t l e ' s  o u t b u r s t  i s  u n e x p e c t e d . .  e g u s t  o f  the 

t r e d e w i n d  w h i c h  b l o w s  f r o m  t h e  G r o v e s  o f  T!nmre t o  t h e  eternnl 
h e b i t e t i o n s . " ( 4 )  B u t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e t  w p s  t o  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  Plter 

h i s  l i f e  c e m e  t e n  y e n r s  l e t e r  o n  1 9 t h  k r r i l  1 8 4 8 .  i T y  w h o l e  being 

i s  c h e n g e d .  Yy r e s e r v e  o f  s h u t - u p - n e s s  i s  b r o k e n .  T m u s t  speek.... 

L o r d  g i v e  t h y  g r e c e . "  ( 5 )  ' n d  h e  d i d  s p e n k  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e n  yeers, 
He d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  t h e  P s e u d o n y m o u s  e u t h o r s h i P  e n d  b e c P m e  e n  open 
p r i 0  f o r c i b l e  C h r i s t i e n  e u t h o r  n n d  ndvocete. 

H i e  l i f e  w e e  m o d e s t  b u t  n o t  i n s i p i d  e n d  c o l o u r e d  c o m p l e t e l y  ell 

o f  h i s  w o r k .  T h e  P r o b l e m  f o r  u s ,  e s  i t  w n s  f o r  h i s  t e e c h e r  i n  div- 

i n i t y , - r o f e s s o r  M i l l e r ,  i s  " ' h e t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  - r e  we g o i n g  t o  do 

P b o u t  S o r e n "  ( 5 )  •7e c o u l d  0 0  n o  w o r s e  t h e n  t o  f o l l o w  S K i e  dielectis 

o f  t h e  P e s t h e t i c ,  e t h i c - 1 1  e n d  r e l i g i o u s  (A •=nd B )  s t a g e s .  I n  S t e g e s  

o n  L i f e ' s  ';e:7 ( 7 )  h e  g i v e s  e c o m p l e t e  e c c o u n t ,  i f  o b l i q u e ,  o f  his 

" s p h e r e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e . "  T h e  P e s t h e t i c  i s  t h e  p l e e s u r n b l e ,  momentery 
/ u n c o m m i t t e d  d e s p e i r i n g  m e r e  i n d u l g e r c e  o f  f e e l i n g  (Yic"  - ). 

T h e  e t h i c e l  i s  c h r e c t e r i z e d  b y  P e s e t  p u r p o s e  e n d  the 

n t t e m p t s  t o  l i v e  b y  i t ,  c o m m i t t e d  t o  i t  e n d  commnnded t o  c o  i t  with 

t h e  i m p l i c e t i o n  t h e t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  c o m m - n a m e n t  i s  G o d .  Religiouf 

n e s s  k i s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  l i m i t e t i o n s  o f  e t h i c s  e n d  the 

p r i m P c y  o f  G r e c e  b u t  i t  i s  e9sent i ! --1.1 'y  7 . - l i g j n - i t , i )  -1qt eororMte 

f e i t h .  ' e l i ! : i o u e r e s s  B i s  t h e  s t - r i r n e s s  e -  t h e  - - ) e s s i o n  e n d  the 

- t o n e m e n t ,  o f  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  o f  r e d e m p t i o n ,  u n e s h e m e d l y  Christo- 
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c e n t r i c .  T h e s e  s t - g e s  w i l l  n o w  b e  e x e m i n e a  i n  g r e e t e r  aetail. 

T h e  e s t h e t i c  i s  t h e  ' g r o u n d  f l o o r '  o f  71T's w o r k .  I n  tither/Or" 
( 8 )  t h e  f i r s t  v o l u m e  c o n t - i n s  r e f l e c t i o n s  b y  '11" o n  t h e  purely 

' e s t h e t i c  l i f e .  In_ t h e  s e c o n d  ' B '  P r e s e n t -  t h e  e t h i c a l .  B u t  whet 

a r e  V i e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  S K ' s  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  ' a e s t h e t i c ' ?  They 

w e r e  i n e v i t a b l y  f o r m e d  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  H e g e l  a n d  v i e  H e g e l ,  Kent. 

H e g e l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e l o g i c a l  s y s t e m  wee  e b l e  t o  i n c l u d e  n 1 1  reality 

w i t h i n  i t s  c e t e g o r i e s .  B u t  SK o b j e c t s  t h e t  i f  t h i s  s y s t e m  cannot 

u n c o v e r  t r u t h  t h e n  i t  h P s  b e c o m e  a w e s t e  o f  t i m e .  He m e i n t a i n s  thnt 

a s  e n  i n e s c e p e b l e  f e e t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  m a n  i s  t o r n  b e t w e e n  a longing 

f o r  s a t i s f n c t i o n ,  t h e  a e s t h e t i c ,  w h i c h  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  satisfy 

e n d  h i s  own f i n i t e  r e s t r i c t e d  e x i s t e n c e .  Men d i s c o v e r s  f r o m  h i s  own 
e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  b o t h  t e m p o r e l i t y  a n d  e t e r n i t y  "The 

e x i s t i n g  s u b j e c t  i s  e t e r n a l  b u t  q u a  e x i s t i n g  t e m p o r a l "  ( 9 ) .  A log- 

l e d  l s y s t e m  i s  i g n o r a n t  o f  m e n ' s  q u a l i t y  o f  "existence". 

T h i s  i s  a e v e l o n e a  n 5 P  c n u t i o n  o n  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m s  e n d  object 

l y e  t r u t h .  T h e y  a t t e m n t  t o  h e  f i n d  l a n a  f i x e d  b u t  e x i s t e n c e  i s  temp- 

o r a l  P n a  i n  c h a n g e  P n a  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e .  ( 1 0 )  " n  e x i s t e n t i a l  system 

c a n n o t  b e  f o r m u l e t e a .  D o e s  t h i s  m e a n  t h a t  n o  s u c h  s y s t e m  e x i s t s ?  By 

n o  m e a n s ;  n o r  i s  t h i s  i m n l i e a  i n  o u r  e s s e r t i o n .  R e P l i t y  i t s e l f  i s  a 
s y s t e m  - f o r  G o d ,  b u t  i t  c e n n o t  b e  n s y s t e m  f o r  a n y  e x i s t i n g  spirit. 

S y s t e m  a n d  f i n a l i t y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  e x i s t e n c e  i s  pre- 
c i s e l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  f i n a l i t y .  I t  mey  b e  s e e n  f r o m  a p u r e l y  ab- 

s t r a c t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h a t  s y s t e m  e n d  e x i s t e n c e  e r e  i n c e p s b l e  of 

b e i n g  t h o u g h t  t o g e t h e r . "  (11) 

B u t  o u r  i m m e r s i o n  i n  e x i s t e n c e  e l s °  m e a n s  t h e t  o b j e c t i v e  enquiry 

c a n  o n l y  a p p r o x i m a t e  e n  e n s w e r  t o  a q u e s t i o n .  A t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  the 

m u n d a n e  e n d  s c h o l e s t i c  c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  i s  t o  b e  e d v o c e t e d  ( 1 2 )  but 

o b j e c t i v e  e n a u i r y  i s  n e v e r  f i n i s h e d .  I n  f a c t  o n e  m o r e  d e t a i l  mey re- 

v e r s e  2 1 1  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s c h o l P r l y  r e s e P r c h .  T h i s  i s  t h e  a n g u i s h  of 
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  w h i c h  c e n  n e v e r  m o r e  t h n n  s p p r o x i m e t e  a correc 

e n s w e r .  I t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  relntion 

t o  i n d u c t i o n ,  p n r e d i g m s  e n d  t h e  - p r i n c i p l e  o f  f e l s i f i c a t i o n  b u t  sppce 
p r o h i b i t s  t h i s .  S K ' s  t w i s t  o n  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  i s  t h a t  objective 
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e n q u i r y  c P n n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  a n s w e r s  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  o f  existence. 

k s  e n  i l l u s t r e t i o n  h e  g i v e s  t h e  f R c t  t h e t  c r i t i c e l  b i b l i c a l  re— 

s e e r c h  i s  i n c o n c l u s i v e  f o r  p e r s o n e l  r e l i g i o u s  f e i t h .  " 4 s  s o o n  Rs 
s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  e l i m i n e t e d ,  grid p e s s i o n  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  subject-- 

i v i t y ,  enR t h e  i n f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t  e l i m i n e t e d  f r o m  p e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  is 

i n  g e n e r - , T  n o  , d e c i s i o n  e t  P 1 1 ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  P r o b l e m  o r  e n y  other 

4-1 d e c i s i v e n e s s ,  P l l  e s s e n t i a l  d e c i s i v e n e s s  i s  r o o t e  i n  subject— 

i v i t y . "  ( 1 3 )  I f  o b j e c t i v e  m e t h o d  s u c c e e d s  i n  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  quest— 

i o n  i t  i s  t h e  m e t h o d  t h P t  i s  wrong. 
Now we h o v e  r e e c h e d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  r e c k o n i n g  f o r  n P t u r e l  theolog: 

SK d i s m i s s e s  P n y  p r o o f  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  G o d .  ( 1 4 )  71het c e n  "God 

m e a n  t o  e x i s t e n t  b e i n g s  u n d e r  t e m p o r e l i t y  Pn.0 f i n i t u d e ?  Intellect 

• i s  e n g e g e d  i n  p e r e d o x ,  c r e v i n g  f o r  t h e  u n k n o w e b l e ,  s t r u g g l i n g  to 

g e t  b e y o n d  i t s e l f .  T h e  e n d  o b j e c t  o f  t h i s  s e t i s f e c t i o n  sought 

t h r o v : h  d e s t r u c t i o n  c - n  b e  l a b e l l e d  " G o d " .  " S o  l e t  u s  c e l l  this 

u n k n o w n  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  G o d .  I t  i s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  nPme we Pss 

i g n  i t .  T h e  i d e e  o f  d e m o n s t r e t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  u n k n o w n  s o m e t h i n g  (the 

G o d )  e x i s t s  c o u l d  s c e r c e l y  s u g g e s t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  R e P s o n . "  (15)- 

( ; o n s e r , u e n t l y  God i s  i d e n t i f i e d  n e g - t i v e l y  P s  1 7 h o 1 l y  O t h e r ' .  If 

t h i s  i s  s o ,  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  P t t e m - o t i n g  t o  d e m o n s t r P t e  h i s  existenc 

i s  c l e 2 r . 7 i t h e r  He i s  f i c t i t i o u s  w h i c h  d i s m i s s e d  v P l i d  - o r o o f  of 

h i s  e x i s t e n c e  o r  TTe i s  n o t  f i c t i t i o u s  b u t  u n k n o w - ' 1 -  - n d  1-revcntrl 

1-nor ' - ledge t h r o u g h  t h e  1 ) r o o f s .  T h i s  i s  SY P t  h i s  - o P r P d o x i c r , 1  best. 

He T - r e s s e s  t h e  p o i n t .  : r . d o X  s t r e s s e s  t h e  i m p o r t - n c e  o f  D2ssion 

Pnd s u b j e c t i v i t y .  I n t e l l e c t u P 1  D P s s i o n  i s  s t i m u l P t e d  b y  2-,,rPdox 

arid God i s  t h e  " P b s o l u t e "  i c , r e d o x  o f  t h e  m i n d .  ' T o r e o v e r  t h e  greet 

p c , r P d o x  i s  t h e  ? h o l l y  u n l i k e  b e c o m i n g  W h o l l y  T i k e  w h i l e  remPining 

! h o l l y  U n l i k e .  T h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l i r  t h e  s c r i n d - 1  o f  t h e  incPrntion. 

" ' l i e  ' R e - s o n ,  i n  i t s  n P r P d o x i c P 1  T s , s s i o n ,  - r e c i s e l y  d e s i r e s  i t s  own 

, 1 0 - n f P 1 1 .  B u t  t h i s  i s  w h q t  t h e  7 P r P d o x  e l s °  d e s i r e s ,  Pnd  t h u s  they 

P r e  - t  b o t t o m  7 i n k e d  i n  understonding."(16) 

7 7  i n  h i s  - t t P c ' r  o n  o b j e c t i v e  m e t h o d s  d e v e l _ o n s  t h e  i d e P  of 

t r u t h  P s  s u b j e c t i v i t y .  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  " f o r g e t s "  ° b o u t  t h e  thinker 

P P r t i c u 7 P i r  e x i s t e n c e  i s  o f  n o  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  s u c h  t r u t h  s i n c e  it 
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j c  t r u e  - 7 1  t h e  s P m e .  ' 3 u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  i s  P r r r o r r i t e d  b y  t h e  in- 

d i v i d u n l ,  w i t h  P n  n w n r e n e s s  o f  h i s  r o l e  i n  c o g n i t i o n .  A g - i n ,  in 

o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  - 1 1  t h - t  i s  i m r o r t n n t  i s  t h t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of 

r r o r o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e ,  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  r e l n t i o n  i s  unimportnnt.(17) 

I n  s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  i t  i s  i m p o r t n n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e t  b i n d s  the 

t h i n k e r  t o  w h t  i s  k n o w n .  "When  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h  i s  raised 

s u b j e c t i v e l y ,  r e ' f l e c t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e l n t i o n s h i r ;  i f  o n l y  t h e  mode  o f  t h i s  relationShip 

i s  i n  t h e  t r u t h ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  i n  t h e  t r u t h  e v e n  i f  h e  should 

h P p p e n  t o  b e  t h u s  r e l P t e d  t o  w h n t  i s  n o t  t r u e . " ( 1 8 )  SK t h e n  applies 

t h i s  c o n c e r t  o f  t r u t h  t o  b e l i e f  i n  God i n  a s t r a i g h t f o r w e r d  simple 

w e y .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  m e n t i o n e d  t h n t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

God i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n v o k e d  a s  SK w s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  Hegel 

e n d  b e f o r e  N i e t z s h e .  H i s  n r g u m e n t  r u n s ; -  God d o e s  n o t  l e n d  himself 

t o  o b j e c t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  P n d  i s  n o t  P p h e n o m e n e l  o b j e c t  PnR "Therefore 

e x i s t s  o n l y  f o r  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  i n w a r d n e s s " ( 1 9 )  T h i s  w i l l  b e  taken 

u p  1ter. 
B u t  s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  r r e s e n t s  i t s  own p r o b l e m s .  F r i P t i c i q m  is 

t h e  d i r e c t i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e t e r n P 1  t o  s i m p l e  o b j e c t s  o f  ,,nprox- 
. i m P t i o n . ( 2 0 )  T h i s  i s  a v o i d e d  b y  g i v i n g  c o m m i t t m e n t  o n l y  t o  Pppropri- 

P t e  o b j e c t s  o f  f a i t h ,  o b j e c t s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  b e  k n o w n  b y  "aryoroxi- 

- l a t i o n "  o r  t h e o r e t i o n l  m e e n s .  r e d n e s s  i s  e x p l a i n e d  t h u s  " I n  rrely 

s u b j e c t i v e  d e t e r m i n n t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h ,  m a d n e s s  a n d  t r u t h  b e c o m e  in 

t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e y  b o t h  h a v e  inward- 

n e s s " . ( 2 1 )  I f  t r u t h  i s  n o t  P r p r o p r i n t e d  i t  c P n  l e n d  t o  b a b b l i n g  end 

i n a n i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  o b j e c t i v e l y  t r u e  b u t  i r r e l e v a n t  s u c h  PS t h e  mad- 

m a n  who s n y s  "B.-Ing, t h e  e P r t h  i s  r o u n d ! "  e v e r y  t i m e  P 1)11_ i n  his 

b a c k  c o n t  r o c k e t  s t r i k e s  h i s  b e h i n d .  (22) 

T h u s  :31t h a s  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  t h e  p r e c i p i c e  b y  h i s  d i s p 1 P c e m e n t  of 

r e P s o n  a n d  t h e  o f f e r  o f  n n  i n w n r d - t u r n i n g  s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h .  By  these 

P r g u m e n t s  h e  h P s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  P e s t h e t i c  s p h e r e .  T h e  r e f u s a l  to 

c h o o s e ,  t o  b e  c o m m i t t e d ,  t o  a s s u m e  a p o s i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  remorselessly 

d i s c o u n t e d .  T l e s p n i r  i s  t h e  b i r t h p P n g  o f  n n e w  s t a g e ,  t h e  ethicP1. 

I t  m u s t  b e  s n i d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h - t  h e  w o u l d  c l a i m  t h e r e  a r e  not 

s o  m u c h  e t h i c s  b u t  e t h i c n l  t a s k s .  He h ? s  a n t i p s t h y  t o  n 1 1  abstract 
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e t h i c s '  d i s c u s s i o n  anR d i s m i s s e d  n a t u r a l i s t i c  e n d  Positivistic 
e t h i c s ( 2 3 ) .  " 1 0 1  i s  l o s t  f o r  e t h i c s ,  Pnd i t  h s s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  the 

l o s s  o f  l l " . ( 2 4 )  He b r e s  w i t h  e t h i c s  b e c a u s e  e t h i c s  cannot 

a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  h e  p o s e s  i . e .  p a r a d o x e s .  B u t  SK a t t e m p t s  to 

f i n d  n e w  l o s s i s  f o r  e t h i c s ,  n o t  w i t h i n  n P t u r n 1  t h e o l o g y  o r  meta- 

p h y s i c s  b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  n e t u r e  o f  i n n  s e e k i n g  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  exist- 

e n t i a l  i m p e r s t i v e .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  b e e n  f o r c e d  b y  d e s p n i r  to 

c h o o s e ,  w i t h  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  mood o f  d e l i b e r s t e  s n d  s u s t P i n e d  engage- 
m e n t . " B u t  w h a t  i s  i t  I c h o o s e ?  I s  i t  t h i s  o r  t h s t ?  T o  I choose.ab- 

s o l u t e l y  anR t h e  s b s o l u t e n e s s  o f  my c h o i c e  i s  e x p r e s s e d  precisely 

b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I h a v e  n o t  c h o s e n  t h i s  o r  t h P t .  I c h o o s e  t h e  ab- 

s o l u t e .  An w h a t  i s  t h e  a b s o l u t e ?  I t  i s  I m y s e l f  i n  my eternel 
v a l i d i t y . " ( 2 5 )  A b s o l u t e ?  W h s t  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  m e e n  i s  t h s t  t h e  indi- 

v i d u a l  m a k e s  t h i s  c h o i c e  w h e n  t h e r e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  P n y  o b j e c t  left 

f o r  h i m  t o  c h o o s e  b e c a u s e ,  i n  R e s p s i r ,  e v e r y t h i n g  h a s  l o s t  i t s  vlue 

B u t  w h e n  h e  d e c i d e s  t o  b e c o m e  c o m m i t t e d  h e  m u s t  c h o o - e  s p o i n t  of 

c o m m i t t m e n t .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  o u t s i d e  h i m ,  e s  a l l  e x t e r n a l s  a r e  worth- 

l e s s  b u t  m u s t  b e  i n w s r d ,  h i s  own s e l f ,  t h e  o n l y  a b s o l u t e  l e f t ,  not 

s n  i d e s l  s e l f  b u t  t h e  o n l y  s e l f  w h i c h  f o r  h i m  i s  s c t u a l l y  existent 

" b u t  I d o  n o t  c r e s t e  m y s e l f ,  I c h o o s e  m y s e l f .  T h e r e f o r e  w h i l e  natur( 

i s  c r e P t e d  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g ,  w h i l e  I m y s e l f  P s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  person- 
a l i t y  am c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g ,  a s  9 f r e e  s p i r i t  I Pm b o r n  o f  the 

P r i n c i p l e  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o r  b o r n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I c h o o s e  myself. 
(26) 

T h e  n u b  o f  a l l  t h i s  f o r  SK i s  t h P t  e t h i c s  i n e v i t  b l y  a r i s e s  fror 

i n w a r d n e s s ,  f r o m  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h o s e  e n d  i s  i n  itself. 

E t h i c s  i s  e x i s t e n t i a l ,  a n d  i s  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  l i f e  i t s e l f  i n  R procesE 
o f  c o n f l i c t  o f  u n i v e r s s l s .  F i r s t  t h e r e  a r e  u n i v e r s a l s  o f  d u t y  to 

f a m i l y  a n a  d u t y  t o  s o c i e t y ,  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  PnR R e m s n d s  o f  p u b l i c  Tiff 

e t c .  T h e  g u i l t  a n d  m o r a l  t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i R u a l  i n  s o c i e t y  uncle] 

m i n e  h i s  s e n - e  o f  e t h i c s .  B u t  s e c o n d l y  t h e r e  i s  t h e  c l a s h  o f  ultims1 

u n i v e r s a l s .  H i s  n e w  c o m m i t t m e n t  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  s e n s e  o f  r i g h t  end 

w r o n g  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  o f  g u i l t  s n d  v i r t u e .  B u t  s i n c e  h e  i s  s e e k i n g  th( 

v i r t u e  w h i c h  i s  h i m s e l f ,  w h i c h  i s  b e y o n d  h i m ,  h e  i s  u n a b l e  t o  svoid 

t h e  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t  a n d  a t t e n d a n t  g u i l t .  T h i s  corn- 
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p o u n d s  i t s e l f  e e  h i s  P a s s i o n  t o  e x i s t  c l a s h e s  w i t h  t h e  'universal' 
o f  ethics. 

" T h e  e t h i c a l  e s  s u c h  i s  t h e  u n i v e r s e l , . i t  p p l i e s  t o  everyone, 
a n d  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  i s  e x p r e s s e d  f r o m  e n o t h e r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  b y  saying 

t h a t  i t  e p p l i e s  e v e r y  instant."(27) 

I f  h e  e s s e r t s  h i s  i n d i v i d u e l i t y  h e  s i n s  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  devieted 

f r o m  t h e  u n i v e r s e l .  I f  h e  d o e s  n o t  e s s e r t  h i s  i n d i v i d u e l i t y  h e  egein 

s i n s  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  n o t  ' m e n i f e s t i n g '  h i m s e l f .  G u i l t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to 

s h a d o w  h i m  a l t h o u g h  h e  h a s  p u r s u e d  e t h i c a l  e n d s  i n  h o p e  o f  a fuller 

e x i s t e n c e . -  B u t  h e  s e n s e s  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  Pna 

o n c e  a g a i n  s l i p s  i n t o  d e s p a i r .  He i s  c o n v i n c e d  h e  n e e d s  v i r t u e  i.e. 

t h e  c e p e c i t y  t o  b e  e t h i c a l  b u t  9K r e f u t e s  t h i s .  Whe t  i s  n e e d e d  is 

f P i t h  a n d  t h a t  i s  n o t h e r  s p h e r e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  sphere. 
As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  R e l i g i o u s n e s s  A i s  P g e n e r e l  religiosity. 

R e l i g i o u s n e s s  B i s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i t h  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  p a r e d o x  o f  the 
Gor i -mgn.  -3K a t t a c k s  R e l i g i o u s n e s s  A b e c e u s e  i t  i s  t h e  d a r k  religion 

o f  t h e  common m a n ,  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n d  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r e l ,  c l a i m i n g  e 
s u f f i c i e n c y  e n d  f i n e l i t y  h i c h  d i s t r e c t s  m e n  i n t o  i l l u s i o n s  about 
G o d . a n d  e b o u t  h i m s e l f .  B u t  m o r e  i m p o r t e n t l y  R e l i g i o u s n e s s  A never 
b r o u g h t  n n e w  m e n  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  c l a i m s  b u t  converse 
w e a k e n e d  h i m  w i t h  f e l s e  h o p e ,  d e f e n c e l e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  n e w  inhumen 

s y s t e m s  o f  t h o u g h t .  He i n c l u d e s  w i t h i n  R e l i g i o u s n e s s  A Romantic 

r e l i g i o u s n e s s ,  T h i l o s o p h i c a l  r e l i g i o u s n e s s  9 s  i n  H e g e l ,  Christian 

r e l i g i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  e s t e b l i s h e d  c h u r c h e s  e n d ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  mystics 

r e l i g i o u s n e s s .  He c o n d u c t e d  m a n y  b i t t e r  e t t a c k s  o n  t h e  f o r m s  of 
r e l i g i o s i t y  i n  h i s  l a t e r  y e e r s  b u t  w h e t  i s  m o r e  r e l e v .  n t  t o  his 

e r g u m e n t  i s  t h e  n e t u r e  o f  R e l i g i o u s n e s s  B. 
T h i s  i s  t h e  s u i c i d e l  l e e n  e c r o s s  t h e  ' g u i l t  t h r e s h o l d '  b y  mens 

o f  F i t h .  C ' h r i a t  a n d  t h e  e t o n e m e n t  f o l l o w  f r o m  t h i s  l e e  b u t  this 

c - t e g o r v  o f  f - i t h  n e e d s  t o  b e  e c r u t i n i z e d .  " F a i t h  i s  a n  P c t  o f  will, 
t h e  u l t i m - t e  v o l i t i o n a l  e c t .  9 7  u s e s  n n  i l l u s t r e t i o n  p r a h a m  being 

commended  t o  s a c r i f i c e  I s a a c  t o  God i n  G e n e s i s  1 9 f f .  I t  i s  etteleolo 

i c a l  s u s e n e i o n  o f  e t h i c s ' ,  n o t  e d e n i a l ,  t h r o u g h  f a i t h .  A b r a h a m  is 
e t h i c - 1 1 y  g u i l t y  - s  h e  w i l l  b e  a n  P c c e e - o r y  t o  t h e  m r d e r  o f  h i s  son 
r u r t l i e r  h e  ( 1 1  ' n Y t e r n l  o i r e u m s t n c o : , , ,  t h e  murder 



w i l l .  b e  - r u r l y  p r i v a t e .  B u t  h e  d i d  i t  " F o r  G o d ' s  s s k e , • P n d  ( i n  com- 
711.ete i d e n t i t y  w i t h  t h i s )  f o r  h i s  own s s k e .  He d i d  i t  f o r  God's 

s s k e  b e c P u s e  God r e l u i r e d  t h i s  7 r o o f  o f  h i s  f s i t h ;  f o r  h i s  own sske 

h e  d i d  i t  i n  o r d e r  t h s t  h e  m i g h t  f u r n i s h  t h e  p r o o f .  T h e  u n i t y  of 

- t h e s e  t w o  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  i s  p e r f e c t l y  e x p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  w o r d  which 

h P s  p l w s y s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  c h P r P c t e r i z e  t h i s  s i t u n t i o n :  i t  i s  p triPl, 

t e m p t a t i o n  ( F r i s t e l s e ) .  t e m - 7 t a t i o n  - b u t  w h P t  d o e s  t h p t  mem? 

T h s t  o r d i n s r i l Y  t e m p t s  s m a n  i s  t h s t  w h i c h  w o u l d  k e e p  h i m  f r o m  doinE 

h i s  d u t y ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  c P s e  t h e  t e m p t p t i o n  i s  i t s e l f  t h e  e t h i c p l  

w h i c h  w o u l d  k e e p  h i m  f r o m  d o i n g  G o d ' s  will."(25) 

AbrPhPm P b a n d o n s  e t h i c s l  c e r t s i n t y  f o r  s n e w  c e r t s i n t y .  Abraham 

h p s  f P i t h .  " T h i s  i s  t h e  p P r P d o x  w h i c h  k e e p s  h i m  u p o n  t h e  s h e e r  edge 

s n d  w h i c h  h e  c m n o t  mPke c l e a r  t o  m y  o t h e r  m e n ,  f o r  t h e  p p r s d o x  is 

t h s t  h e  P s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p u t s  h i m s e l f  i n  s n  p b s o l u t e  r e l s t i o n  to 

t h e  pbsolute"(2-R) 

J u s t i f i c P t i o n  c o m e s  n o t  b e c P u s e  h e  i s  t h e  u n i v e r s p l ,  b u t  because 

h e  i s  s n  i n d i v d u s l  b e c s u s e  w h s t  hP-Ppened  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  B y  breskir 

t h e  TPW h e  h e ' s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  l a w .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t p n d s  b e f o r e  God 

c l o n e .  A b r s h q m  i s  t h e  p s r a d i g m  f o r  s n y  i n d i v i d u s l  who f i n d s  himself* 

a t  t h e  b o u n d s r i e s  o f  e t h i c s .  I t  i s  P l s o  s n  e x a m p l e  o f  a b s o l u t e  duty 

t o  Goa w h i c h  t r m s c e n d s  t h e  e t h i c s l ,  r P t h e r  t h P n  a d h e r e n c e  to 

f r a m e w o r k  o f  d u t i e s  w h i c h  o b s c u r e  Goa. 

T h i s  c o n f o r m s  w i t h  t h e  j o u r n e y  o f  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  t o w s r d s  'suth- 

e n t i c  s e l f h o o d ' ,  h i s  s e l f  i s  h e l d . t o g e t h e r  i n  c h o o s i n g ,  i n  P tense-j 

n e s s  o f  will. 
T h e  e x a m p l e  o f  A b r s h s m  d e m o n s t r t e s  f P i t h  PS b s o l u t e  t r u s t ,  in 

d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  b e l i e f  i n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o r  d u t y  f o r  d u t y ' s  s P k e .  Faitl 

i s  b e l i e f  P n d  t r u s t  t o  s n  b s o l u t e  d e g r e e  w h i c h  i s  e v o k e d  a n d  sus- 
t i n e d  b y  t h e  God-Mn. 

T h e  G o d - 7 s n  c o m e s  c o m p l e t e l y  i n c o g n i t o ,  e v e n  f s i t h  c o u l d  not 

r e c o g n i z e  i t .  B e c s u s e  o f  t h i s ,  C h r i s t  c s n n o t  b e  c i t e d  i n  argument, 

h e  i s  P m b i g u o u s ,  t h e  G o d - M n .  B u t  m o r e  t h P n  t h i s ,  h e  i s  pPrsdox 

w h i c h  c o n f o u n d s  r e a s o n .  He i s  e t e r n P 1  b u t  t e m p o r a l .  T h i s  o f f e n c e  is 

r e s o l v e d  e i t h e r  i n  o f f e n c e  o r  f p i t h .  7e r e  comm-nclecl b y  Christ 

h i m s e l f  t o  P c c e p t  h i s  a t o n e m e n t .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h s s  m s d e  t h e  leap 

s n d  i s  f o r g i v e n .  Men i s  u n l i k e  God b e c s u s e  o f  h i s  s i n f u l l n e s s  - 
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t h e  l o s s  o f  r e a l  b e i n g  b y  h i s  own  e r r o r  - h i s  n e e d  i s  authentic 

e x i s t e n c e .  B u t  e x i s t e n c e  i s  o n l y  a p r e c o n d i t i o n ,  i t  i s  existence 

i n  C h r i s t .  T h e  K n i g h t  o f  F a i t h  m u s t  f u l f i l l  t h e  commands  of 

c h a r i t y  P n d  t r u s t  i n  H i s  e x i s t e n c e .  " I ,  J o h a n n e s  C l i m a c u s  

h a v e  h e a r d  t e l l  o f  a h i g h e s t  g o o d  i n  p r o s p e c t ,  w h i c h  i s  called 

a n  e t e r n a l  b l e s s e d n e s s ,  a n d  t h P t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  w i l l  b e s t o w  this 

u p o n  me o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a d h e r i n g  t o  i t  - n o w  I a s k  h o w  I em to 

b e c o m e  P C h r i s t i a n . " ( 3 0 )  He r e p l i e s  " I n  r e l t i o n  t o  a n  eternal 

h a p p i n e s s  a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  g o o d ,  - p a t h o s  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  o f  words, 

b u t  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  e n t i r e  existence 

o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l "  (31) 

T x i s t e n c e  i s  s w e e t  t o  7 7  b u t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  t h o u g h t  are 

v a r t e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  I s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  o f  " e i t h e r / o r "  forced? 
I s  t h e r e  n o  r e d e e m i n g  v a l u e  i n  h u m P n  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  especiPlly 

h u m a n  r e a s o n  n e r  s e ?  I s  i s o l a t i o n  t h e  f P t e  o f  h u m a n i t y  a t  t h e  ex- 

n e n s e  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  i n t e r a c t i o n ?  I s  s u b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  in 

some  w a y  b l i g h t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  c o m m i t t m e n t  a v a g a r y ?  Is 

C h r i s t i a n i t y  m a d e  a r e l a t i v e  a n d  n o t  a b s o l u t e  e n d ?  D o e s  Christianit: 

b e c o m e  a n  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h ,  n o  l o n g e r  a n  a s n e c t  o f  inwardness? 

T h i s  e s s a y  b e g a n  b y  n o t i n g  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a c t i o n s  t o  aK.  This 

P c c o u n t  o f  h i s  t h o u g h t  h a s  , i t  i s  h o p e d ,  h e l p e d  t o  e x p l a i n  that 

r e a c t i o n .  B u t  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  h i s  o r i g i n a l i t y  a n d  u n i r l u e  psych- 

o " o g i c a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  f a i t h ,  e t h i c s  911(1 

M a r i s t ,  - n 0  f o r  t h t  h e  h r , s  b e e n  remembered. 
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