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DEDICATION

This submission is dedicated to the anamnesis ( the not-forgetting ) of the work of Kenneth Boulding
(1910-1993), who coined the term “spaceship earth” and who, in his “Economy of Love and Fear” (1),
estimated that, even in an advanced economy, forty percent of economic activity did not take place
within a formal market, i.e. it constituted one way transfers.
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| INTRODUCTION

This submission will endeavour to present a positive understanding of the implications of the Jupiter
wind farm project. It will do this by utilizing a particular ethical framework. This framework is a
secularized adaptation of Soren Kierkegaard’s “stages of existence” with the sequential use of utility,
deontology and virtue. It will also reference ethical, economic and environmental issues. Kierkegaard
(1813-1855) was both philosopher, ethicist and theclogian. This Kierkegaardian framework should
strictly speaking be referred to as quasi-kierkegaardian insofar as not all of his thought is utilized and it is
possible to argue that some aspects of his work have been excluded. Nonetheless, the quasi-
kierkegaardian framework, hereafter QKF, owes a substantial debt to him. The strength of the QKF is
that it provides a means of locating significant rival ethical approaches (utility, deontology and virtue)
within a coherent framework.To the best of my knowledge this submission is a singular example of the
use of this framework and there appears to have been no particular precedents in the Australian or
overseas literature.

The sources of information and data used for this submission derive from the wind farm industry and in
particular, from EPYC. However this has occasionally been augmented by material from the general
media, both Australian and overseas and similarly from environmental economics publications and also
general economics and ethics published material. It should be noted that particular references are given
at pl.;and a bibliography can be found at p.{f?here is also an attachment that gives a general
introduction to the work of Soren Kierkegaard.

At this point it is necessary to divulge an interest in the Jupiter wind farm project. This writer and his
family signed a contract with EPYC in 2013 for the family property to host Jupiter wind turbines.

Il RELEVANT BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE OF THE WRITER

This submission draws on knowledge and perspectives that have been gained during the course of the
writer’s working life, viz.:

A student, researcher and teacher of economics (including environmental economics) for the previous
fifty years at universities, government agencies and the Australian Senate.

A student, researcher and teacher of ethics for the previous fifty years at primary, secondary and
tertiary educational institutions and church organizations.

A research officer and acting secretary of Australian Senate Select and Standing Committees for several
years.

A rural landholder for thirty-seven years.

A primary producer for thirty-seven years.



Il ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES AND THE JUPITER PROJECT

As stated in the Introduction, for the purposes of this submission | will utilize the particular ethical and
existential perspectives of the philosopher Soren Kierkegaard, who has been described as a “unique but
vastly influential philosopher” (2) He has been regarded as the progenitor of the philosophy of
existentialism where existence can assume a primacy within ethics. His existential ethical perspectives to
be used are the three stages of existence, namely the aesthetic stage of existence, the ethical stage of
existence and last, the religious stage of existence. | have argued that these three ethical stages can be
approximated or replicated within a secular environment, because, first, although Kierkegaard had
considerable stature as a Christian thinker, as his significant impact on Karl Barth and the theology of
Neo-Orthodoxy demonstrated, the majority of Existentialists were not committed Christians. By way of
illustration, Martin Buber (1878-1965) was Jewish, Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) was an atheist, and
Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) was a Marxist. Second, existential philosophy had run a wide gamut but it
did share some common themes, viz. truth, freedom, decision making, choice, responsibility, conscience
( all the preceding themes share much with ethical theory), and also despair, guilt, alienation,
authenticity, finitude and death (all these preceding themes share much with psychology) (4). Third,
John Macquarie re-iterated the view that “had Kierkegaard lived a hundred years later, that is in our
day, when a system is conceived in rather more modest terms than then......... he would at once have
been able to offer the Hegelian system competition in the form of a system of existential dialectic” (5).
As befits Kierkegaard, the secondary literature available on his ‘three stages of existence’ is
considerable even if it is diverse in approach, in a sense he has been redeemed by his later followers
The sources for the ‘The Three Stages’ are found largely in his “Either/Or” and “Stages on Life’s Way”
(6). The relationship between the stages is of “central importance in understanding his (S.K.’s) whole
authorship” (7) The ‘stages’ are not so much stages as a “progressive deepening of life” (8), i.e. a
dynamic process of adjustment to existence, in particular the transition from the aesthetic stage , when
it ends in despair, to the ethical stage, and from the ethical stage, when it also ends in despair, to the
religious stage. Kierkegaard often uses the virtue of love as the “focus for looking at the relationship
between the stages” (9) i.e. the aesthetic stage is love as desire and pleasure with self-orientation, the
ethical stage is reciprocal love with bonds, or ethical duty (10) and the religious stage subordinates all
temporal ends and focusses on the eternal, where the person moves “absolutely towards absolute ends
and relatively towards relative ends. Here, love becomes love of neighbour which is also non-
preferential (11). To re-iterate, first, the aesthetic stage can be seen in a secular context as an ethics of
utility, as a system of costs and benefits. Similarly, the ethical stage can be seen as deontology, a system
of duties and rights. Last, the religious stage can be seen as the ethics of virtue where the character of
the human person is central.



A UTILITY

The derivation of this utilitarian ethical approach (England in the 18"/19™ Century, Jeremy Bentham,

~ James Mill, John Stuart Mill) ran in tandem with Nineteenth Century post-classical economic theory. For
the purposes of this submission the ethics of utilitarianism can be subsumed within an economic
approach, i.e. economic benefits.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

The concept of economic benefits is reiterated continuously through industry documents. The following
listing is an itemized summary of benefits and is indicative of a positive approach.

THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF THE JUPITER PROJECT

i FINANCIAL BENEFITS

Employment: Estimated employment positions construction phase =300
Estimated employment positions operational phase =32 (12)

Note: there is an explicit monetarization of $318m in the EPYC Jupiter EIS (13). However there appears
to be no mention of an employment multiplier for these benefits.

Energy generation: 1100 GWH (Est. to supply the needs of 150,800 homes, no monetarization available)
(14)

“Significant” revenue streams: Hosts $12,000 per turbine?? Neighbours, Community no monetarized
amount. (15)

Reduction of financial risk: contractual known revenue streams (16)

Agricultural land usage: efficient usage from additional revenue reduction of risk(not monetarized) (17)

ii ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
CO2 Emission reduction: est. 900,000t GHG pa (18)
Reduction of global warming: no adverse effect on human health, livestock or birdlife. (19)

Preservation of scarce resources: e.g. wind turbines do not use water, cf. coal. (20)



lii RELEVANT SIGNIFICANT DYNAMIC ECONOMIC CONCEPTS:

There are several economic concepts that have a relevant role in providing a more accurate and detailed
understanding of the positive contribution of the Jupiter Project

MULTIPLIERS

In the Inter-War period of the Twentieth Century Richard Kahn developed the powerful economic
concept of the Multiplier which was adopted by John Maynard Keynes (Lord Keynes) in his seminal and
ground-breaking work of 1936 “The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money” (21). This
provided the corpus for Macroeconomics and several components of Macroeconomics surfaced in other
areas of economics. In particular, the Employment Multiplier has made a significant contribution to
applied economics. My first significant encounter with the Employment Multiplier occurred with the
Australian Senate Select Committee on the Live Sheep Trade. If | can recall briefly (and hopefully
correctly) this happened when the Secretary of the AMIEU (Australian Meat Industry Employees Union)
had commissioned an economic/econometric analysis of the live sheep trade, in particular, the negative
cost/benefit aspects of the trade for the domestic meat industry (22). The AMIEU number crunching
arrived at a figure for the employment multiplier within the domestic Australian meat industry of a
factor of four, i.e. for every job created within the meat industry another four jobs were created
elsewhere, usually in regional and rural Australia. To put this in perspective, and if | recall correctly, the
then employment multiplier for the Australian motor industry was approximately two. The Multiplier is
an economic mechanism that keeps on giving, so to speak. | suspect that there are several multipliers at
work with the Jupiter Project. | would hope that somewhere, somehow, a cost benefit analysis is
available and could elaborate on the workings of these Multipliers.

EXTERNALITIES

For several decades within the field of Environmental Economics the concept of Externalities has been
utilized. Just as there are positive and negative multipliers, there are positive and negative externalities.
The concept was first adopted largely with negative externalities where the theory held that if some
adverse outcome from a production process (say toxic gases from some smelting process) and if the
financial costs of that adverse outcome could not be recovered from within the market for that product,



then that cost became an externality. Ostensibly, the cost could not be recovered, however it is usually
possible now to recover the cost through political/legal action, i.e. through a deontological approach.

With recent wind energy projects some discussion has been generated about the possible negative
externality of visual disamenity or visual disutility. Just as there is the adage that beauty is in the eye of
the beholder, so logically there is the converse that ugliness is also in the eye of the beholder. It is a
relativist phenomenon, not an absolute one. This position was echoed in the 1950’s reaction to modern
art .o “I may not know much about art but | know what | like”. This comment is relativist insofar as it
eschews various logical and relevant approaches that constitute the discipline of Aesthetics which is
derived from a tradition that goes as far back as classical Hellenistic civilization and the arguments of
Plato and Aristotle. The focus for the Jupiter Project is to deal with the unknowing endorsement of a
relativist position.

It is useful here to invoke a shadow argument. In moral philosophy there is the cause celebre of moral
relativism. One philosophical opinion had it that it was one of the most absurd arguments to have been
advanced, even in moral philosophy. This source also gave a useful historical example. The
Conquistadores were referred to as a “morally unpretentious collection of bravos”, but they were all
appalled completely by the Aztec practice of human sacrifice (23). That is to say that ethics matters and
further, bad ethical arguments matter even more. The argument against moral relativism is succinct and
significant. If it is argued that human sacrifice was morally acceptable for Aztecs but was morally
unacceptable for Conquistadores, then we have an example of moral relativism. However, why was
human sacrifice not morally unacceptable for both Conquistadores and Aztecs, or conversely,
acceptable for both groups. The problem is that there is an overarching argument in the shadows. The
immediate relativist argument is backed up by a second level ABSOLUTIST argument in the shadows,
that moral relativist arguments are always acceptable, i.e. absolute, whereas absolutist arguments are
never acceptable. Perhaps we could coin a phrase, “I may not know much about ethics but | know what |
like”.

There is also another externality that has surfaced, the possible change in land values surrounding wind
turbine projects. A common assumption is that surrounding land values will automatically decline.
However this raises two problems. First, the Jupiter project makes provision for “buffering”, or voluntary
benefit sharing plans, insofar as it is planned to make gratis payments to neighbouring landholders in
order to alleviate this externality. Second, there is evidence that for different types of rural land
surrounding turbine projects there are different outcomes. | understand that at least one survey has
been done which produced some evidence that although some subdivisional land was susceptible to
fluctuation, broadacre agricultural land was not.



However, there is a relevant and more personal example. For the last 36 years our family has lived in
proximity to a 330kv transmission line that traverses our property. The previous owner was paid a
completely insignificant monetary amount at the time of construction and we have received no financial
compensation during the entire period of our tenure on the property, save for the good will and
decency of the staff of the NSW Electricity Commission and their successors. This is despite the now
commonly understood health hazards of living in proximity to 330KV transmission lines or their visual
disamenity. This example illustrates the significant disjunction between the economic consideration and
treatment of 330kv power lines on the one hand and wind turbines on the other.

THE “NEW” ECONOMY

The term “New Economy” for the purposes of this submission refers to the Australian economy during
the inter-war period particularly with regard to the development of the National Grid and parallel
development of the new consumer economy and in particular the manufacture and consumption of
electrical goods. Contemporary with these developments was the emergence of university economists
and economic historians (e.g. Giblin and Shan ) who espoused neo-classical economics and who also,
apart from teaching and researching saw it as their duty to engage in economic policy debate from a
neo-classical perspective, in particular on the perennial issue of tariff reduction. However this somewhat
doctrinaire perspective was disadvantaged in that Giblin et al. appeared to have been oblivious to some
aspects of the new economy. This was an era of Imperial Preference and Keynesian theory was in its
infancy only for the later years of the Thirties, it would be more accurate to think of it as in some sort of
intellectual development in utero. Nonetheless, the economic reality in the Twenties of the new
economy, national grids and new patterns of consumption was becoming more apparent despite the
limitations of neo-classical theory. The neo-classical theorists had been keeping their eye on the ball but
it was the wrong ball. The reality was a powerful new synergy of infrastructure and technology and of a
value-added dynamic, in a sense a domestic economic reality that despite the exigencies of the Thirties
became a continuing reality. There are obvious parallels with the wind turbine and other alternative
energy technologies and deployments of Today. The new Australian wind turbine sector is dependent
not only on value added dynamics for its growth with the fabrication, labour and ancillary technology
components, but also imported components. The key term here is “value-added” which can provide not
only domestic Australian employment and generate wider domestic economic activity but may also
provide a platform for linked export industries. Further, the term “value added” has a similar
connotation to “value-capture” and it may prove possible that wind turbine and other alternative forms
of energy production and their forward and backward linkages may become a valuable part of a new
synthesis of industrial technology, institutions and infrastructure.



THE RESOURCE CURSE

This economic concept goes by various names, e.g., the resource curse hypothesis, the Dutch disease,
and the Gregory hypothesis. It takes a cyclical view of the resources sector. A prominent developer and
exponent of the concept is Professor Bob Gregory of the Australian National University who has made it
known in various quarters within Australia. Briefly, a minimalist model of the concept utilizes three
economic sectors. The domestic sector is immune to fluctuations in the national currency because all
financial transactions are undertaken in the national currency within the national boundaries. The two
other sectors, the leading export sector and the trailing export sector are the source of the resource
curse insofar as the leading sector’s success in boosting exports creates demand for the national
currency and ultimately the trailing sector is disadvantaged because it now cannot compete successfully
with the leading sector with the rise in the national currency and the “bidding” for the factors of
production of capital and labour. This process has been endemic within the Australian colonial economy
through to the new millennium Australian economy and is usually most notable during the playing out
of the resources cycle within the mining sector and its old rival, the agricultural sector. The position of
the wind turbine industry provides a more optimistic variation on this theme. Wind power is
environmentally sustainable and benign and appears, of itself, to provide the possibility of engendering
technology shifts within the industry, e.g. more efficient turbines, infrastructure etc. The eighteenth
century energy industries (e.g. coal) do not appear to share in this technology benefit and also appear to
be more susceptible to cyclical fluctuations.

MARGINAL ANALYSIS

The development of marginal analysis was a significant outcome of the work of neo-classical economists
in the late nineteenth century (along with utility and a market theory of value, i.e. demand and supply).
In particular, the Cambridge economist Alfred Marshall, developed the microeconomic theory of the
firm, especially the interaction of marginal cost with marginal revenue. Later, in certain economic
applications, marginal revenue morphed into marginal benefit (it is used routinely in benefit cost
analysis). It is also used in environmental economics. In particular, the Jupiter Wind Farm has been
required by the State of NSW to conform to the State planning requirements and other directives. In
determining the viability and relevance of the Project, marginal analysis would be an important
perspective, not only for accuracy of benefits and costs and other variables and the estimation of the
viability of the Project but also, not least, the probity of the Project.



B DEONTOLOGY

The Greek word “deon” is translated as “duty”. The deontological approach mainly utilizes the concepts
of duties and rights and their interaction, for example, if a person has a right not to be harmed (for
whatever reason) then another person who associates with the right-bearing person has a duty to not
harm them. This ethical approach is associated with the great eighteenth century philosopher of the
German enlightenment, Immanuel Kant. There is a close relationship between deontology and law,
although the former derives largely from philosophical enquiry and the latter derives largely from
jurisprudence, common law and Roman law and both make reference to social context and institutions,
e.g. Parliament. This document before you, this submission on wind farms to the NSW Department of
Planning and Environment, is an example of aspects of deontology at work within a legal, political,
social, cultural and institutional process and conforms to the institutional requirements of the State of
NSW.

THE JUPITER PROJECT AND DEONTOLOGY

Deontological considerations, both duties and rights, occur frequently within the debate on wind
turbines. Listed below is a list of relevant duties and rights that is by no means exhaustive.

DUTIES
Common duty of care: stated at (24), (25).
: violation (26).
: inappropriate right (27)
International duty: conformation to international agreements (28)
Environmental duty: to maintain the environment, preserve scarce resources (29)
: prevention of global warming (30)
: reduction of pollution with production of clean energy (31)
Non-violation of duty: turbines are not a detriment to human health, livestock or wildlife (32)

: wind turbines have no water usage whereas other technologies, e.g. coal, (33)



RIGHTS
Community rights: procedures, misrepresentation (34), (35).
Non-violation of rights: agriculture can co-exist with wind turbines (36).

Invalid right: claim to veto project is invalid (37).

RIGHTS TALK AND DUTIES

As can be seen from the preceding list, there is a simple citing of “duties” and “rights”, however
rights/duties can be either moral rights/duties or legal rights/duties or both. The large problem is how
moral rights/duties are derived, do they fall from the sky? First, there is an argument for rights from self-
evidence, cf. the American Declaration of Independence. Second, John Locke advanced an argument
from a state of nature and invoked a law of nature which affects all, and, as Locke would have it, that
law is reason and teaches all the correct moral rules (38). Third, Immanuel Kant argued that “equal
respect for rational agents generates moral rules and rights” (39). Fourth, there is an argument related
to Kant’s “rational individuals who are concerned to promote their interests (who) would choose to
adhere to some set of moral rules” (40). Fifth, there is a utilitarian argument that “correct moral rules
maximize total welfare” (41) However, to return to the distinction between moral and legal rights,
conversely, valid/invalid legal rights/duties can be determined usually by normal legal processes.
Further, a moral right/duty can acquire more substance by acquiring partial consideration as a legal
right/duty. The example of the success of the anti-slavery movement in its striving for legal sanctions
against slavery in both Great Britain and later in the United States is a telling example.
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C VIRTUE

Virtue ethics is a classical ethical theory that traces its origins to Homeric virtue and the life of the
warrior hero. With Aristotle, Plato and other classical Greek worthies there was a shift of focus from the
warrior and virtue to the just and good person of the “polis” (the Greek city state e.g. Athens). A central
concept of virtue is character, i.e. the state of character of the human person. One linked key
Aristotelian concept found in the Nicomachean Ethics is that of “eudaimonia”. This has been translated
by some as “happiness” but this is misleading. The term literally means “good spiritedness”. Most recent
translations have shifted to the idea of “flourishing” or “well being”. There is also the linked concept of
“telos”, i.e. the end or perhaps the raison d’etre of the human person. Effectively, virtue had been the
leading, central ethical theory in European thought until it died out at the end of the Eighteenth
Century. The novelist Jane Austen was the last exponent of the Virtue tradition. It is embedded in “Pride
and Prejudice” where Miss Elizabeth Bennet is exceedingly vexed by not being able to determine the
character (read virtue/vice) of Mr Darcy. The problem is, in fact, his pride and her prejudice. In 1981,
Alasdair Macintyre launched “After Virtue” (42), a prodigious work that re-established the claim of
virtue theory to relevance in ethical thought. Virtue is concerned with the character of the human
person, i.e. the philosophical and psychological understanding of the human person seen through the
working of “hexis/habitus”, in a sense the disposition of the human person for virtue, but more
accurately, the state of character of the human person for virtue and/or vice. Recently there has been
two shifts in emphasis with virtue theory. First, there has been more attention paid to the emotional
and interior life of the human person and also the biological basis for behavior for the moral subject.
Second, there has been more attention given to the social context for the life of virtue. Both these new
developments have been given some attention in the following final sections below.

THE JUPITER PROJECT AND VIRTUE

INDIVIDUAL VIRTUE, INTENTION AND ACCURACY IN COMMUNICATION

There has been concern about the possibility of inaccurate details of consultative arrangements being
communicated under anonymity which jeopardizes the effectiveness of the resolution of problems
associated with the planning for the Jupiter Project. (43)
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VIRTUE AND COMMUNITY
EPYC has voluntarily provided assistance with community projects. (44)

There is the suggestion for and the example of provision for enhanced mobile telephone operation. (45)

VIRTUE AND CONSULTATIVE INSTITUTIONS

There have been concerns expressed about the incidence of misinformation spread by third parties with
regard to EPYC’s voluntary consultations with the Community. (46)

There have been concerns expressed about the role of external interest groups in the consultation
process. (47)

There have been concerns about the unrepresentative nature of formal community representation. (48)
VIRTUE AND CONCERN FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS

There is concern for future generations with the prospect of global warming and climate change. Wind
power is a very welcome prospect. (49)

VIRTUE AND KIERKEGAARD

With our pursuit of understanding of the QKF, we now reach a moment of truth. It becomes difficult to
accept some of Kierkegaard’s arguments. In particular there is the argument for the teleological
suspension of the ethical (telos=end) in “Fear and Trembling”. Briefly, it dramatically recounts the
position of Abraham in following the commandment of God to kill his own beloved son Isaac. This
potential act would be a complete transgression of the ethical order for the sake of a telos, or end,
completely outside it, i.e. God’s command. At this point many commentators have taken issue with
Kierkegaard. A former leading Anglican theologian, John Macquarie, who was interested in many facets
of existentialism, saw this teleological argument as problematic (50). Anthony Kenny also scrutinized the
argument from many perspectives and raised several issues (51).It brings us to Kierkegaard’s prioritizing
of faith in the religious stage. Here we are not concerned with the content of faith, but with faith as
faith. However he never addresses one dimension of faith, i.e. faith is one of the three theological
virtues, along with hope and love and this brings us to the topic of the recovery of virtue. Suffice it to say
that the recovery has led to many new paths of enquiry into virtue such as virtue epistemology, a path
that is outside our purview.
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However, there is another path which is within our purview. Earlier, when discussing the three stages of
existence, they were referred to as a progressive deepening of life (52). This leads to a different area of
enquiry of psychology, psychiatry and spirituality and in particular the work of Jack Dominian, a
consultant psychiatrist, and E.H.Erikson, a psychologist. Erikson links the various stages of development
of children, adolescents and adults with “certain virtues” (53). For example, when a child’s capacity to
trust is greater than its fear of mistrust then it acquires the capacity to hope. Dominian then links this
with the theological virtue of hope and argues further that spirituality has an infrastructure which is
psychological. The process of the child acquiring capacities (e.g. the will, the role of truth, purpose-the
courage to envisage and pursue valued goals, sense of being loved unconditionally etc.) finally attains
the capacity to develop ego integrity in the face of despair. These concepts and terms are very similar to
those of the three stages of existence such as the renunciation of things temporal, non-preferential love,
the recognition of the ubiquity of sin and failure and suffering and the priority of truth.
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KIERKEGAARD — EXISTENCE, ETHICS AND FAITH (AN INTRODUCTION)
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Both the existenti=lism of Jesn FPaul Szrtre and the crisis
theology of ¥arl Barth derive in part from the work of Seren
Fierkegeo=rd, He stonés 2t the cross-ro=ds between an stheistic
existenti=lism =2nd 2 theology divorced from ohilosophicel sne-
lysis, S.X¥. ia pivotel 2nd semin-1 for Twentieth Century thought,
but =2lso vexatious,
~~Kierkegeasrd was the ssanest mon of his generstion.....
—~Kierkegersrd was 2 schizonhrenicCees..

—~Kierkegeard wogs the grestest Christisn of the century....e.
—~Yierkegsard's =im wos the destruction of the historic Christisn

Faibbisene
—-=He did not sttack philosovhy 25 sucheses.

--He negated re2soNiee.s
~-=He wos =2 voluntarist.cess
—-Kierkegoasrd was the Xnight of F2ith.....
__Vierkegncrﬁ nogsessed the truth.ceee
—-Kierke~s -rd was one of the Asrmmed....e (1)

This conflict of ovpinion hes extended to existentislism which
hag e=2rned for it=elf 2 significent following smong Europesn writers
such »s Cemus 2nd Sertre but hos e2rned the condemnstion of =
Papal Bull =nd the disdsin of 2n snslyticsl philosovpher such as
John Passmore;

"Professional philosophers, for the most part, dismiss it with
contemptuous shrug.es... it stands, to British philosophers, for
Continent=al excess 2nd rsnkness." (2) In short, British oralyticsl
philosophers have not been svellbound by SK slthough he is of cerd-

3]

inal imvortsnce for atheistic existentislists snd neo-orthodox theo-
logians 2nd is =n intriguing exemple of the relstion of philosovhy
to theology, '
He is not » clesr straight-forward thinker bui poetic, psradox-—
ic2l =nd ironic with on intense psychologic2l insight. Dr Allsn Loy
ren=rked thet long w=lks =2nd the distrsctions of the morket-place

°re 2 necesssry relief to 2 dogsage of Xierkegeard., One of the mein
reasons for the difficulties of understonding that he presents is
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his use of pseudonymous =uthorshivn, litersry vreoccuon~tions,
his melsncholi= =nd his development of his nriveate lsngu=ge
hec=ause of the insdecu=cies of the Nanish of his day. He wess =2
gisnt =mong his countrymen.

His life w=s, in = sense, vrovineial but reflected profound
psychologic~1l tensions combined with religious v2ssion =nd inte-
1lectusl daring, He wos sn sbnormsl versonslity. It is relevont
to recount = few significent developments in his life,

He wes born in 1812 to Micheoel Pedersen Xierkeg~=rd =nd his
second wife Ane Tund Kierkeg--rd. She played 2 minor psrt in 5K's
1ife but his foather wes afflicted by guilt =t heving seduced snd
mede pregnont his former wife's m=id so shortly =fter his first
wife's de=th, Hig feother wss =21so torn by guilt =t hsving cursed
God in his sdolescence, =n =ct th=ot induced severe depression
bordering on the nsychotic in his loter life. The femily did suffer,
four of its members being killed within two yesrs. SK inherited
this melancholy snd guilt snd in obscure references in the Journesls
mentioned his 'thorn in the flesh', 'fundsmental injury', 'spot'
and 'mierelstionshin between soul =nd body'.

A11 this was compounded by his eng=gement to Reginé Olsen =t
the 2ge of 27 =»nd his decision to bresk it off just sfter one yesr
h=d elspsed. His motives were complex =2nd tortured =nd much of his
'oesthetic! work wos influenced by the ide=21 of marrisge =2nd committ
ment. He never morried ond died =t the =2ge of forty-two, His life
weg onything but Tolstoyen in his domestic circumstences.

In his rele~tion to society he w=s influenced by two events. The
firet woes the '"Torssir' =»ffoir in 1846 when 3% deliberately pro-
voked the editor of = sceendsl sheet to mercilessly ridicule him to
the extent th~t "Don't be = Soren'" wss sn =dmonishment used by
Copenhogen mothers to their children. He re=mcted to this predictsbly
with comments =bot the "tremoling geese', (the common neople), =nd
the failure of the church to bear witness to integrity =nd truth.

The second event =2lso occurred in 1846 but was overshadowed by

»
i

the 'Corssir'! ~ffeir. 2 Bornholm vriest nsmed Adler hsd been sus-
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ended for Adeclering that he h=ad received sneci=l revelstion from
Thrist. S¥ w=s temnted to publish on this guestion but felt it
would be unf=ir to Adler. The two questions of revel=ation =snd churct

o

suthority continued to vpreoccupy him for the rest of his life.

In his interior 1ife SK wes decidedly Tolstoysn. In 1835 he
spent he spent .= summer holidey =t Gillileje =snd in this prolonged
cont=ct with the Denish countrysife =nd people he experienced =
heightene’d self-consciousness »nd resolved to 'find the truth which
is true for me , =nd to find the ide= for which I esn live and
Aie,' (3) Agein on the 19th M=y 18238 he wrote in his Journ=sl
“"There is =n indescribable joy which glows through us =25 unaccount-—
=bly =s the =postle's outburst is unexpected.... 2 gust or the
tradewind which blows from the Groves of Mamre to the etern=1
hebitations.” (4) But the exnerience that was to fundamentzlly =lter

1T
1

nis 1life come ten yenrs loter on 1Oth 4nril 1848. v whole being
is cheonged. iy reserve of shut-up-ness is broken. T must spesk....
Tord give thy groce.” (5) And he 4id spe=k for the next seven yesrs.
He dispensed with the nseudonymous suthorshin =»nd becsme sn open
and forcible Christi=n suthor =nd =2dvocate.

His life w=s modest but not insipid snd coloured completely =11
of his work. The vnroblem for us, =g it was for his tescher in Jiv-
inity, "rofessor Miller, is "7ih=t in the world =re we going to do
about Soren>" (6) Ve could Ao no worse then to follow SK's dislectis
of the mesthetic, ethicol =nd religious (A =nd B) stoges. In Stoges
on Tife's Way (7) he gives =2 compnlete =ccount, if obligue, of his

"spheres of existence." The sesthetic is the »le=zsur=ble, momentary
uncomnitted Adespeiring mere indulgerce of feeling (Vﬁ"/“-‘ )
Tha éthic«l is char=cterized by = T&Aoy, 2 set ourpoge =nd the
sttempts to live by it, committed to it snd commsnded to do it with
the imnlicetion thet the source of the commendment is God. Religious
ness A is the recognition of the limitations of ethics and the

primeey of Grace but it is eggentislliy re

faiting Relio

complete
1sness B is the sterkness of the onrssion 2nd the

~tonement, of the certitude of redemption, unsshomedly Christo-
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centric, These st~ges will now he examined in grester detsil.

The sesthetic is the 'ground floor' of SK's work. In "Either/Or"
(8) the first volume cont-ins reflections by '2' on the purely
~eathetic life. In the second '"BY nresents the ethicszl. But what
ore the cheracteristics of SK's thoughts on the 'ocesthetic'? They
were inevitebly formed in re=ction to Hegel =snd vis Hegel, Kent,
Hegel believed th=t 2 logic~1l system w=s =ble to include =11 re=lity
within its cotegories. But S5X objects thet if this system cannot
uncover truth then it hes become 2 woeste of time, He mointsins thet
ag an inescap=2ble fzct of existence man is torn hetween s longing
for sotisfaction, the sesthetic, which it is impossible to sstisfy
snd his own finite restricted existence., !M=n discovers from his own
experience his porticip=tion in both tempor=a1lity =nd eternity "The
existing subject is etern=2l but gus existing tempor=1" (9). A log-
ic2l system is ignoresnt of men's qu=lity of "existence”.

This is Aeveloned ~a = csution on theoretical systems =2nd object
ive truth. They =ttemnt to be finsl =nd fixed but existence igs temp-
or=1 =nd in change »nd never complete. (10) "An existentinl systenm
cennot be formuleted, Does this me=n th=t no such system exists? By
no mesns; nor is this imnlied in our =ssertion. Reslity itself is =
system = for God, but it cannot be = system for =2ny existing spirit.
System =nd fin-lity correspond to one =snother, but existence is pre-
cisely the oppozite of finslity. It m=y be seen from = purely =b-
stroect point of view, th=t system snd existence 2re inc=2pable of
being thought together.™ (11) .

But our immersion in existence =2lso mesns that objective enguiry
con only epproximate =n snswer to 2 question. At the level of the
mund=ne =nd scholastic cereful scrutiny is to be 2dvocated (12) but
objective enouiry is never finished. In fact one more dets2il may re-
verse =11 of the przvious scholerly resezarch. This is the =nguish of
the scientific method which c¢-n never more than spproximate 2 correc
angwer, 1t would be interesting to pursue this question in relstion
to induction, porsdigms =2nd the principle of feolsificetion but sp=ce
prohibits this., SK's twist on scientific method is that objective
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enouiry c~nnot »rovide the onswers for auestions of existence.
Les =n illustretion he gives the fsct that criticel biblicsl re-
se~rch is inconclusive for person=1l religious fsith. "As soon =s
subjectivity is elimineted, =nd vession eliminated from subject-
ivity, -nd the infinite interest elimin-ted from p=ssion, there is
in gener=1 no decision =t =11, either in this problem or =2ny other
A1 Adecisiveness, =11 essenti=1 Aecisiveness is roote in subject-
ivity.” (1i3) If objective method succeeds in destroying the quest-
ion it is the method that is wrong.

Now we h=ve re=ched the point of reckoning for natursl theolog
SK dismisses =ny proof for the existence of God.(14) What con "God
mesn o existent heings under temnorslity =nd finitude? Intellect
"is engmged in psrsdox, creving for the unknowsble, struggling to
cet beyond itself. The end object of this soatisfaction sought
throush destruction e¢-n be labelled "God"™. "So let us c=1ll this
unknovn something the God. It is nothing more than the nome we =2ss
ign it. The ide~ of demonstrsting that this unknown something (the
God) exista could scercely suggest itself to the Resson.” (15)-
fonsenuently God is identified negetively =2s '"7ho’l y Other'. If

o

this is =0, the futility of =ttemnting to demonstr=te his existenc

ie eclesr,.fither He is Ffictitious which Aiasmiassed v=21lid »nroof of

his existence or He is not fietitious but unknowsble -nd oprevents
movledse through the nroofs, This is SK =2t his neradoxic=1 best.
He nresses the point. “»r-dox stresses the importence of »nossion
end subjectivity. Intellectudl peossion is stimulested by »orsdox

i

Yohgolute!" noredox of the mind. Moreover the grest

2nd God is the
peredox is the Wholly Unlike becoming Wholly Tike while remsining

"holly Unlike. This is vreciselv the scsndel of the incsrnsation.

(=

"The Rersson, in its narsdoxice) v=2ssion, precisely desires its own

A

downf=11, But this is what the Tarsdox =2lso desires, =nd thus they
=re =t hottom linked in undsrstending."(16)

37 in his ~tt=cv on objective methods Jevelops the ides of

13

truth =3 subjectivity. Objective truth "forgets”" ~bout the thinker

narticn’=r existence is of no consegquence 1o such truth since it
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ie true =11 the gome. Subjective truth is =2pvronristed by the in-
Aividunl, with sn swereness of his role in cognition., Agrin, in
objactive truth ~11 th=t is imnortent is th=t the content of =
oroposition is true, the cognitive rel=tion is unimvortent. (17)

In subjective truth it is imvortsnt to consider what binds the
thinker to wh=t ie known. "When the question of the truth is rezised
subjectively, reéflection is directed subjectively to the nature of
the individusl's reletionshin; if only the mode of this relstionship
is in the truth, the individusl is in the truth even if he should
h=ppen to be thus relested to wh=t is not true."(18) SX then spplies
this concent of truth to belief in God in = straightforward simple
way. It should be mentioned th=t the vroblem of the existence of

God is continuslly invoked =s SK ws= working in the shodow of Hegel
and before Nietzshe. His =srgument runsj;- God does not lend himself
to objective techninues =nd is not = vhenomensl object =nd "Therefore
exists only for subjectivity in inwerdness”(19) This will be t=ken
up l=ter.

But subjective truth »nresents its own problems. Panaticism is
the ﬁirecting'of interest in the eterns1 to simple objects of =2pprox-
imetion, (20) This is =voided by gi&ing committment only to sppropri-
~te objects of f=sith, objects th=t could not be known by "=pproxi-
motion" or theoreticsl me=ans. Madness is explesined thus "In =2 1"rely
subjective Retermin=tion of the truth, madness =nd truth become in
the lsst snelysis, indistinguishasble, since they both heve inwsrd-
ness™. (?1) If truth is not s»orovristed it con le=d to bsbbling =nd
insnities which =2re objectively true but irrelevent sush =2s the mad-
man who s=ays "Beng, the es2rth is round!" every time » b211 in his
back coat pocket strikes his behind, (22)

Thus 5K hass brought us to the precipice by his displ=cement of
re=son =nd the offer of =n inw=ard-turning subjective truth. By these
srguments he hes destroye? the resthetic sphere. The refusel to
choose, to be committed, to =ssume 2 vosition h=as been remorselessly
discounted, TNesvpsir is the birthnong of = new st~ge, the ethicsal.

It must be g=2id =t the outset th=t he would cl=im there are not
50 much ethics but ethic~l t=sks. He h2s santipathy to =211 abstrect
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ethie=1 discussion =nd Adismissed natur=listic =2nd vositivistic
ethics(23). "A1l is lost for ethics, =nd it has contributed to the
loss of 211".(24) He breoks with ethics becsuse ethics c2nnot
~nswer the guestions he poses i.e. paradoxes. But SK attenmpts to
find =2 new b=ssgis for ethics, not within n2tursl theology or meta-
physics but within the nature of msn seeking existence, the exist-
enti=l imper=tive. The individusl hes been forced by desvysir to
choose, with =2n underlying mood of deliberste »nd sust=ined eng=ge-
ment."But whet is it I choose? Is it this or thest? No I choose .=2b-
solutely =nd the =2bsoluteness of my choice ig expressed precisely
by the f=ct th2t I h-ove not chosen this or th=t. I choose the 2b~-
solute., And whot is the sbsolute? It is I myself in my eternsl
voliditv."(?5) Absolute? 7hat he =pvesrs to mesn is thet the indi-
vidu=l mekes this choice when there is no longer =sny object lefd
for him to choose becmuse, in despair, everything hss lost its v=2lue
But when he decifdes t0 become committed he must choose 2 point of
committment. This cennot be outside him, ss 211 extern=ls =sre worth-
less but must be inwsrd, his own self, the only =bsolute left, not
an idesl self but the only self which for him is sctually existent
"but I do not creste myself, I choose myself. Therefore while nature
is cre=ted out of nothing, while I myself =2s =n individusl person-
ality 2m cre=ted out of nothing, 2s 3 free spirit I =m born of the
principle of contresdiction or born of the fact that I choose myself,
(26)

The nub of 211 this for SK is thst ethics inevitably =srises fror
inwordness, from the depths of verson=1ity whose end is in itself.
BEthics is existenti=l, =ond is confronted by 1life itself in s process
of confliect of universsls, First there 2re universsls of duty to
f~mily =nd Auty to society, of conscience =2nd dem=nds of public 1ife
etc. The guilt =nd mor=) tensions of the indiviAusl in society unde:
mine his senze of ethics. But secondly there is the clesh of ultimed
univers~ls., His new committment h=s genersted = sense of right =2nd
wrong with feelings of guilt =2nd virtue. But since he is seeking the
virtue which is himself, which is beyond him, he is uneble to avoid

the sense of resvonsibility for it =2nd attendsnt guilt. This com-
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pounds itself =g his o2szion to exist cleshes with the 'univers=l'
of ethics.

"The ethic=1 2g such is the univers=al, it =spplies to everyone,
°nd the same thing is expressed from snother noint of view by msaying
thet it spolies every instent."(27)

If he asserts his individuslity he sins becsuse he has devisated
from the universal, Tf he does not assert his individu=1ity he agsin
gins becouse he is not 'meanifegting' himself, Guilt will continue to
shodow him ~1lthough he h=s pursued ethic=1l ends in hove of = fuller
existence. But he senses his resvnoneibility for the situstion =nd
once ~gein slins into Aespoir. He is convinced he needs virtue i.e.
the c=nrecity to be ethic=1 but SK refutes this. Thet is needed is
foith =nd theot is 2nother svhere of existence, the religious snhere.

As mentioned e-~rlier, Religiousness A is = gener=1l religiosity.
Religiousness B is Christionity with the offensive p=r=dox of the
God-man. 3% ~t¥acks Religiousness A becmuse it is the d~rk religion
of the common men, of the netur=l ~nd the supernsturzl, cleiming »
sufficiency »nd finelity which distrects men into illusions ~bout
God =2nd sbout himself. But more importantly Religiousness A& never
brought 2 new m=n into existence in snite of its cl=ims but converse
we=skened him with folse hone, defenceless before the new inhumen
systems of thought. He includes within Religiousness %2 Rom=ntic
religiousness, “hilosonhic2]l religiousness ss in Hegel, Christisn
religiousness of the estsblished churches =2nd, suronrisingly, mystice
religiousness, He conducted many bitter stt=cks on the forms of
religiosity in his l=ter yeors but whet is more relevent to his
argument is the n~ture of Religiousness B,

This is the suicid=1 le2n =2cross the 'zuilt threshold' by me=ns
of Faith, Christ =2nd the =tonement follow from this le=s» but this
c~tegory of foith needs to he scrutinized. F=ith is =n =ct of will,
the ultim~te volition~1 =ct. 3% unes as illustr~tion Abreshsem being
comm=nie? to sacrifice Ise=c to God in Genesig A°2ff, It is O'teleola
ics1l sussension of ethics', not = denisal, through f2ith. Abrshzsn is
ethic~1lly guilty =s he will be =2n scces-ory to the murder of his son

e X A R T > e = ) 5
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extern=1 circumstonces, the murder
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will be purely nrivate, But he d4id it "For God's sske, =nd (in com-
~lete identity with this) for his own s2ke., He did it for God's

as=ke becruse GoAd required this v»roof of hig f=ith; for his own sake
he did it in order that he might furnish the proof. The unity of
these two points of view is nerfectly expressed by the word which
hns =21weys been used to cherscterize this situstion: it is = trisl,
s temntetion (Fristelse). temntation -but wheot does that mesn?
“het ordinsrily temnts 2 men is that which would keep him from doing

his duty, but in this cose the temptetion is itself the ethic=l.....

£}

which would keep him from doing God's will."(25)

Abrah~m =b-ndons ethic~=1l cert=2inty for =2 new certsinty. Abrsham
hsgs f2ith. "This is the p2rsdox which keeps him upon the sheer edge
snd which he e¢=nnot m=ke cle=zr to =ny other msn, for the v=2radox is
that he ~s the individu2l nuts himself in =n 2bsolute rel=tion to
the =bsolute”(22)

Justific-tion comes not becsuse he is the universsl, but becsuse
he is =n individu=l bec2use wh=t h-ppened within himself. By breakir
the 1=w he hes fulfilled the low., The individusl stsnds before God
2lone., Abrsh-m is the vsrsdigm for sny individusl who finds himself
2t the bound=ries of ethics. It is =21lso =2n example of sbsolute duty
to God which tr=anscends the ethic~l, rsther thsn =2dherence to =2
framework of duties which obscure God.

This conforms with the journey of the Individu=al towards 'suth-
entic selfhood', his self is held together in choosing, in =2 tense-
ness of will.

The exsmple of Abrshsm demonstr=tes f2ith =2s =bsolute trust, in
Aistinction to belief in provnositions or duty for duty's sske. Faitl
is belief =nd trust to =n =sbHsolute degree which is evoked snd sus-
t=ined by the God-lan,

The God-lfan comes comvletely incognito, even faith could not
recognize it. Bec=suse of this, Christ c-nnot ve cited in =rgument,
he is =mbiguous, the God-l=sn. But more thasn this, he is p=radox
which confounds reeson., He is etern~l but temporsl. This offence is
resolved either in offence or f=ith. e =re comm-nded by Christ
himself to 2ccent his =2tonement. The individu=l has m=de the lesp

and is forzsiven. Man is unlike God bhecsuse of his sinfullness -
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the losg of resl being by his own error - his need is suthentic
existence. But existence is only = precondition, it is existence
in Christ. The Xnight of Faith must fulfill the commands of
charity »nd trust in His existence., "I, Johannes ClimscuUS......
hsve heard tell of = highest good in prospect, which is c=1led
an etern=1 blessedness, =nd thet Christisnity will bestow this
upon me on condition of =dhering to it - now I =sk how I am %o
become = Christion."(30) He renlies "In rel-tion to sn etern=l
hevnpiness =s the =bsolute good, n=thos is not = matter of words,
but of vnermitting this concention to tresnsform the entire existence
of the individu~1" (31)

Bxistence iz sweet to % but objections to his thought =re
voried =and consider-ble. Is the dislectic of "either/or" forced?

Te there no redeeming volue in humen nerson=lity =2nd esnecirlly
hum=en re-son ner se? Is isol=~tion the fete of humenity =2t the ex-
nense of communic~tion =nd inter=ction? Is subjective truth in

come way blighted, with the object of committment = v=g=ry? Is
Christi=snity mmde = relotive =2nd not =bsolute end? Does Christi=nit;
tecome =2n objective truth, no longer =n ssrect of inw=srdness?

This egs=y begen by noting the vesriety of re=ctions to 5K. This
account of his thought hes ,it is hoped, helved to explzain that
reasction. But his contribution is his origin~lity ~nd uniocue psych-
o'ogicsl insight into the problems of existence, f=ith, ethics 2n4d

“hrist, - nd for thot he hng been remembered.
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