


 
The actions of the developers to by-pass the community’s concerns and the Land and Environment Court decision to lodge 
another DA with the state government’s Planning and Assessment Commission (now the Joint Regional Planning Panel) 
lacked consideration for the community’s concerns and the Land and Environment Court’s ruling and treated the community 
with contempt. As the court found, this type of development is not compatible with a wildlife corridor and should never have 
been given consent of any kind.  This development is not compatible with our quiet rural/residential area. Something is very 
wrong when noise from the site disturbs thousands of residents over many kilometers and can be heard in my home 6 
kilometers from the festival site  
 
There are limited bus services and no rail services to this site. Currently the site has parking capacity for 9,000 vehicles.  Up 
to 32,000 people attended the last Falls Festival in 2016/17, meaning almost 15,000 people could not park on site.  This is 
why there is so much illegal parking on the roads and in sensitive bushland areas during these festivals. 
 
The site can accommodate 20,000 campers on site.  Over the Christmas holiday period all accommodation and camping sites 
in Byron Shire are booked out.  With up to 35,000 attending Falls Festival where are 15,000 people going to find 
accommodation?  It’s unacceptable to local residents that we have a repeat of the recent December/January holiday season 
which saw many people camping illegally on the beaches, in Nature Reserves and National Parks, with no facilities. People 
were lighting fires during a total fire ban, disturbing wildlife, and leaving an awful mess behind for locals and council 
workers to clean up.  Hundreds also camp in their vans on our streets, on beachfronts, using the area as a toilet and garbage 
tip. 
 
The Tweed Byron Local Area Command (LAC) also have many serious concerns for people’s safety at the site. The recent 
Police Report from the LAC raising concerns about the critical impacts on the resources of the Tweed Byron LAC of this 
festival at current levels of patrons (32,000 in 2016) is very concerning. (copy enclosed). While drug detection operations ran 
only during limited hours for 3 of the 5 days of the festival with police unable to cover all entry points, police have reported 
322 drug detections, up from 188 in 2015.  Given many deaths and serious effects from very toxic substances recently, I am 
very concerned for the health and safety of these young people. I am also concerned that so many people, who could be under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol, are driving on our local roads (the nearest town, Brunswick Heads, is at least 10ks from the 
site) causing danger to themselves and local people. 
 
The LAC are concerned they do not have enough resources to police this event adequately or protect the local community 
under normal conditions let alone should there be a disaster such as fire or serious weather event, which is putting festival 
patrons and the local community, as well as members of our police force and emergency services, at risk.  It takes 5 hours to 
clear people and vehicles from the site under normal conditions.  Large numbers of people leaving the site also creates traffic 
congestion. Should there be a flood, fire or other disaster, evacuating people quickly would be impossible. The LAC is 
spending their global budget on issues generated by the festival.   
 
The proponent needs to be accountable to the local community, as is Blues Festival at Tyagarah.  The consent conditions of 
the current DA  must be adhered to.  The stress, disruption, the impact of this festival site on the environment, wildlife and 
the local community is unacceptable. 
 
Given the proponent’s record and clear inability to abide by the consent conditions for this festival site, no extension of their 
trial period should be approved. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
cc Tweed Byron Local Area Command Report 
cc EDO report on Land and Environment Court decision 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 




