
Mining and lndustry Projects

NSW Department of Planning & lnfrastructure

GPO Box 39

Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Sir/Madam,

Part 3A ModÍficafion 4 - lnvinclble Mlne Extensíon (07-Q127 MOD 4) and
Pa¡t 3A Modification 2 - Cullen Valley Mine Extension (DA 200.5.2003 MOD 2)

I obiect to these proposed modifìcaüons to the lnvíncible and Cullen Valley coal mines because they will adversely ¡mpact
on the intemat¡onally signifcant pagoda landform complex located on the westem edge of the Great Divid¡ng Range in
Ben Bullen Stete Forest. This public forest should be fully protected from open-cut mining in a stâte conservalion area for
nature conservãt¡on, recrealion and lourism-

The coal in this proposal is of poor quality and there are better quality subslitute resources that can provide at leasl 25
years electric¡ty generalion by the wo power plants in the Lirhgow Region. The claim of increased costs to electricity
consumers iflhe Coalpac proposel does not proceed is a wild exaggeration. Nearby underground mines have provided for
local electricity power plânts for over 20 years.

The proposal will destroy by open-cr.Jl m¡n¡ng the unique b¡odiversity, scenery and geological values associated wilh the
pagoda landform complex. lts outstanding values includíng a Grassy Box Woodland - a nationally endangered ecological
communily, many nationally endangered Clandulla geebung shrubs and 2,300 threôtened Capertee St¡ingybark bees.
The Planning Assessment Commission recommendat¡on for independent vegetat¡on study should not have been ignored.

The proposal fails to provide the 300 melre minimum buffer recommended by the Plenning Assessrnent Commission from
the base of the pagoda rock format¡ons and the open-c¡rt area. The buffe¡ provides protection for wildlife induding many
Lyre Birds and the threatened broad headed snake. lf such a bufferwere provided, there would be no mine.

The proposal is less than lwo kllometres from Cullen Bullen end dust from th¡s project will lead to increâsed morbidity and
mortalíty ¡n the community from respiretory and cardiovasculer dlsease. Noise, truck movements and blasting will also
adversely impact on residents. The proposal ¡ntends to vastly increase water extraction from underground workings from
26Mliyear to 750M1/year, bul fails to address the ongolng fires underground and ¡n wâste heaps. Where 2Mliday of wâter
pumped from old workings is to be released in not explained.

The Aboriginal culturâl heritage assessment lacks credibility beceuse ìt did not find a cave ert sile ¡n lhe proposed
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area for the Cullen Valley Mine. Previous studies had missed other importanl Aborig¡nal cave art sites in the

Despite coalpec's deim ecosystems cannot be replanted on farmlend and especially afier open-cut mining. No mature
woodlend hes ever been esteblished in m¡ne rehabilitation. The biodiversity offsets are inâdequate, and cannot replace a
Gardens of Stone Stage 2 reserve.

I declare that I have not made any donatrons to palit'cal parties in the last year.

Yours slncerely,
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