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RE: SSD 6339 St Catherine’s School Campus Master Plan and Stage 1
development

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN
1 am writing to oﬁject to the Mastegafan DA and Stage 1 yrgaosafs foc{gecf Ey St Catherine’s School.

My}??’lﬂﬂjpﬂi concerns are:-

Qntenstffcation of use of the site fncfud’{ng evenings and weekends and aff_year
round use of the pool complex and 500 Seat Theatre

Stage 1 includes the construction cf a 500 seat Theatre, an ﬂquaric Centre with three }Joofs (:yaen
all year round, earfy morning and evening, and weeEend's), catering far 250 _peqpfe?, an
entertainment terrace, and a research centre and a new major entry oﬁ( ‘Macyﬁerson Street with
onfy 19 new wnd'erground' _parEing spaces. The school is re[ying on local streets for most cf its
current .paréing requirements as well as all the additional Jvarﬁing genemtez{ B_y the operation of the

yrqposerf new facifities.

As a result Gf ar{c{iﬂg on@ 19 new )varﬁing spaces on its site, the school intends to exyam{ its use qf
on-street _parﬁing to include parﬁing for all its evening ﬁmctions. Many qf these functions are
planned to commence from 5.30 to 6:00pm which will mean that on street parking is already
saturated when residents who 11ormaffy yarﬁ on the street return home ﬁ’om work. Residents will

stfuggﬂz toﬁnd-S}mces anywﬁere near tﬁefr ﬁomes.

As residents, we are concerned about the yorentiaf for escalation qf use qf the school's new facifities
cfay and mgﬁt tﬁrougﬁour the year. As a school, St Catherine's efy’o_ys some yrivifeges contained
within the planning controls, for example it is exempt from requirements for off street parking.
‘J-{-owever, St Catherine’s has cﬁ'vers;ﬁ’ed’ into commercial activities on its site, and the yrg:osafs for

exyansion increases these commercial activities in scale and hours of q:emtion. Consequentfy the



consent autﬁoffr_y should now treat St Catherine's as a commercial organizarion without syeciaf

pfanning privz’!éges, and afiﬁgentfy qpy@ the appropriate controls.

In view of the added pressures on surrouna(fng areas, residents strongfy urge that the number and
scale cg" events per calendar ear should be speciﬁ’ecf in the conditions of consent for the Master Plan
}Jrgaosaﬂ These events should be [imited to St Catherine’s school use an(y. The school should be
requfreff to .pmvicfe Council and local Precinct Committees with an annual calendar of events at the

Eeginning qf every school year.

Further any increases in numbers or duration qf events Eeyoncf those Jvfanned' must be ayprwecf Ey
a ‘Devefqpment ﬂyyﬁ‘catiﬂn to Waverﬁey Council. Any ayy(ication for additional events must
require the school to 61’1'.115 these Eefore a regufar 6 monrﬁfy meeting formafisecf in consent
conditions by the Consent Authority between school management, senior council officers and office
bearers qf Cﬁart’ng Cross and Bronte Beach Precincts. This process will be d:esignerf to improve
communications and una@rsmmfing cf 1‘esyectiw issues between all _parties and has been

successfully applied to other schools in the LGA.

Like any commercial business or landlocked school, St Catherine’s should be requirecf to }arovid'e

acfequate on-site yark'fng for its @emtimts.
Inadequate onsite parking (only 19 new spaces)

This is the result qf poor _pfanning over the years at the school. The school has a total cf onfy 55
spaces for its (yjﬁ’ciaf sraff numbers cf 202, numbers which are set to increase. The school's own
survey shows that 70% of all teachers current(y drive to school, meaning at least 80 staﬁ( members
are fooﬁing for yarﬁing on the local streets. This does not include tuck sﬁqp and other volunteers,

cleaners and some students and visitors who drive to the school.

The yoof comyfex gaemriﬂg all week, ea?’fy moming and into the evem’ng, and the suite o_f theatres
yrayosea( for the site all will increase the yarﬁing impacts cyf the school in the surrouncﬁing streets up
to 8 minutes’ walk away. ’Parﬁing impacts will be escalated in the evenings and all tﬁrougﬁ the

weekend. This is an unreasonable impact for residents.
Overd'evefoyment of the site iﬂcfud}'ng ﬂ-ﬁigﬁt and FSR

St Catherine’s School is a landlocked site bounded between Magpﬁerson, Albion, Leichhardt Streets,
and Bronte Road. Its development over the years had been ad hoc, often beyond y(anning controls

and with (ittle concern for the surroum{ing residents.



The school’s property is currently zoned R2 - Low Density with a FSR [imit of 0:6:1 with a
Eufﬁfing ﬁe{gﬁr restriction qf 9.5 metres with many existing school Eut’fo{ings afread'y over this
ﬁe%{ﬁr. Previous cfevefcymenr outside _pfanning controls have resulted in the school’s existing FSR
of 0:9:1, which is 50% over the FSR allowable far the site. The current _prqposaf seeks to increase the
FSR to 1:1. All qf the Euifd'ings in Stage 1 will exceed allowable ﬁeigﬁts, rising to over 19 metres, or

a(most 10 metres over fﬁé ﬁ'ﬂ'lft.

The school justffies these excessive breaches cy" the pfanning controls Ey arguing that most cf its
Euffcﬁngs are afread'y over the ﬁeigﬁr and FSR [imits and tﬁergfore ﬁn’tﬁer increases are rigﬁts to
be ex_pecreri This put yfain(y is an institution with a culture of ignoring }meming [aw wanting to
continue to be allowed to do so. Tt is no wonder that the P rcyosea( works would stand in stark

contrast to the surrouﬂd'iﬂg residential area which respects the yfanniﬂg controls.

The impacts of this over Jevefo}ameﬂt will be seen in increased levels of activity around the school
boundaries, both d'uring the (fay and at m’gﬁt, with its }myosaf for more events, ﬁfgﬁer student
numbers, more teachers, parents, cleaners, volunteer staff, and office staff all working on site, more
erﬁing in local streets, farger and busier cfrga oﬁc and yicE up zones and increased tmﬂ:ic _proEfems

inan afreaofy COH&&SI’QC{ area.

Increase in an already saturated traffic congestion on Bronte Road, Leichhardt

Street, Macpherson Street and Albion Street and surrounding streets

The schools own survey shows that 60% of students get to school by private car, this means that at
least 600 students per day are being dropped off at the school. Current drops off zones are
inadequate and parents double park, park in no standing zones and use residential driveways to
d'nya qff children. The schools survey also shows that no one bikes to school and on@ 14.5% use
}Juﬁﬁ'c transport. Around 50% of students [ive within 1.5 kilometres of the school campus and could
walk to school. The school has no public transport or walk to school program.

The )vrqposecf works re-orient the school away fmm the Albion Street }Juﬁﬁ'c transport hub towards
a new entry qﬁ[ ’Magpﬁerson Street close to the a(m}a qﬁ( zone. This reinforces the school community
mindset that a private car is the mode for getting to the school. This }area(ominant use of the
_pri'vate car for student and staﬁ( movements to and ﬁ‘om St Catherine’s has a major negative
impact on the surround'fng community. This transport ayymacﬁ cannot be _permirtez{ to stand in

its current form‘



It is at this juncrure in the ﬁisro*n; qf the Jevefqpment of the school that the consent aurﬁom’ty can
and should require St Catherine’s to ameliorate the social harms it is afreaafy causing and allow no

ﬁxrtﬁer exacerﬁation qftﬁose ﬁarms. Tﬁts woufa(require a mnge cy(cﬁanges:

= Re-orient entrance wa_ys and' _pegpﬁe mwemenrpattems Wﬁ.’ﬁiﬂ tﬁe SCF!OO( to 6?1161’“68 use Qf

the yuﬁﬁc transyort corridor at Albion Street;

. f}gpfore use of school syec{af buses to take students to Bondi Junction and Randwick
Junction
- Encourage wafEing to school, noting that 40% af students [ive within 1.5 kilometres of the

campus - a 20 minute walk; make sure lockers are yrovic{ec{ for ﬁemy student Eags;
o @esfgn d'rqp cﬂ' and _picE up zones within the school boundaries, not in local streets

. }9?’0\"[6(2 a farge numﬁe*r Cf on-site Cﬂ?’}?ﬂ?’n@fﬂg s.paces to ac:fcfress tﬁe acﬁnwka@ecf ?122({5 O)C
yernmnenr ancf tem)aom?y staﬁ(, senior Sfud'E?‘ltS, rﬁeatre users, }?00[ Users, vofunreer tucﬁ S ﬁC_’p am{

uﬂfornl SIQOP qpe?’atﬂ?’s, Cﬁ?aﬂers ﬂ-na(otﬁer SeWiceyerS(JnneE
Increase in Students Numbers

Residents do not have a clear und%rsmﬂa(ing of total student numbers on the campus. In its 20ll
DA (140/2011) the school stated it had 930 students. In its Jvreﬁ'minary notes to the NSW Dept. qf
Planning for this proposal it stated it had 990. In its current DA it states 970. For clarification
residents request that any DA a}Jymvaf must cap the number ty( students enrolled at the school.

Further, it requests }Juﬁﬁ'cation qf an Annual Audit qf numbers.

No_pfan to provide parking for 75 construction workers per day for the next 15

years.

In St Catherine’s Stage 1 Construction ’Managemenr Plan there are no arrangements fm’ yar.@ing
for construction workers. Residents request a yfan of how the School intends to manage
construction workers vehicles, such as use of }mﬁfic transport and Eussing in ﬁ‘om a yarﬁing station

eg- Bondi Junction or Moriah Cofﬁage.

Concernsfar Sﬁoyﬁeeyers in Cﬁaring Cross

The increased reliance on Street ‘?arEing Ey St Catherine’s impacts on Sﬁoyﬁegpers because _parents,
in c{esyemtion, are )varﬁing afong the Cﬁaring Cross Sﬁgvping strfp and 801:115 into the school

feaving sﬁcypers nowhere to _paré. Sﬁqpﬁeepers request that any consent for this DA should



require the school to yrovicﬂe on site/camyus }Jaréing for its parents and guests esyeciaﬂ'y with the
increased use qf their new faciﬁn’es. For exam)vﬁe cfuring major events [ike the “'.'Magnofia Fair
'.’Da_y "ona Satufcfay in ‘May with over 5,000 visitors to the scﬁool: }aarﬁfng on Bronte Road at

C ﬁaring Cross Sﬁga}aing strip was taken up Ey visitors to the school, and tmc(fng was diminished.
‘We do not want to see this increase with the greater use of facfﬁ’ries at St Catherine’s School.



