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Mining âncl Majot lrrdustry llrojects
Dcpl of Planning and Intiastructure
CPO llox 39
Sydney 2001

Dc:ar Sir/Maclillt,

Objcction lo thc lt4oolarbcn Coal Complcx Stagc 2 _ Prcfcncd Ptojcct Report:
ProjectNo: 08_0135

I wish to loclgc an objcction in rcfcrcncc to thc abovc projcct.
F irst and ftrrenrrrst I aur cxffcrrrcly conccrncd at thc amouut of'grccnhousc gas emissions that
will bc gcncratccl by Moolarben Coal Mine. Production of 23.7 ¡nillion tontrcs of carlx¡n
clioxiclc cnrissions pcr ycilr is just completely unacccptable. I have granclchililreu und I am
fcarful t:f thc fnturc thcy will inherit. '!I/e nrust look t'or altelnatives to burning fossil fuels fot
our energy nccds, rrot incrcasc climatc instability (which is alrcatìy happening) and ultimately
irreversi hle climate clran gc.

I arrr n¡rsct at thc rcjcction of tlrc (-ioulbum Rivcr gorgcs as ¡¡flicts liorn your mining
proposal. 'l'hcsc arc iconic and incrùdibly bcautiful. The (ireat Dripping Wall and the Corrrcr
(-iorges are also .sacrerl.sitcs ltrr indigcnous Anstralians. Gcncrations of people have visited
tirese sites and they ¿rre landnrark altr:rcLions of the Míd-Wcstcrrr Rcgional Council area- It is
Indicrot¡s that they do not have ltrng term pnrleutirrn, sccurity ol'public äücËss atrd a¡r¡rropriate

n]anagçmcnt.

It olso ilisturbs me that pnrbably ¿rlmost I50 Âboriginal Cultural lleritage sites will bc
affcctcd by this rnining project. I lrave ÍespeuL fìrr indigcnous bclict's and the constant
dcstruction of thcir susred ateas is repugnalrt to nrc.

'l hc crrrlangcrccl ccological comnrrrnity of Rox Vy'rxrdl¡¡rd ís about one Per cent of what it was

in l'l88. Undcr this proposal an arca of 9(X) hecLarcs rrf nativc t'ore st will be cleared,
inclruling l2-l lru of thc flox Wuodlarrd- 'l-his is unacccptablc.

Biortivcrsity ofi'sets shoulcl tre located in thc silmc catchment or bio-region whcrc the
tlestruction of habitat will take plare. lt is nrrt appropriatc to locate thenr in dilfcrent bio-
regions.

I woultl like to ¿rddrcss so¡rru of úre water issues that are involvcd in this proposal.

Thcrc is a world of diftêrence between Mrxrlarbcn and Ulzur Coal Mines grottndwater
¿rssuss¡rrcnts. This luads me to quesLion the accuracy of the grounclwater modclling.

'l'he (.ioulhurrr Rivcr National Park shares a comm()n houndary with Moolarhen's nofihern
hrrelìcltl, rrrrd will bc adversely affected by the drrwalcring by the mine- Surplus



groundw¿ltër fhrm tilan Co¿rl Mine should be used first fì¡r mining procestes bcforo

extracl.ing watët' ficnr this borslìeld.

No rccognition has hccn given to the cumulativc efflects of the thrcc major mines in thc a^refl -

Lllan, Wilpinjong and Mookubcn- 'Ihc cffcct on gloundwatcr, thc Goulburn Rivcr and

ultimatelythe t-Jppcr Hunter catchrnenL is prol'ouud md will last for a century at leasL.

Thcrc ¡" 5çg.nt regard for our watÈr rêsourccs.

I call o¡r the Departmerrt of Planning to trppoint an indepeudent expert purrel or alternativcly a

Flarrrrirrg Assr¡siment (klmmission to ñllly investigaLe antl cc¡¡rsider the a-ssumptions,

strategies and actions i¡rvolved iu this ¡rroposal.

Yours

J--" 
-

Lesley IIaíls
38 Dr:nison St
MudgeeNSW 2850




