
Air Quality, Blasting and Noise 

 

Noise 
In relation to Noise Mitigation our family home at 740 Ridgelands Road, Manobalai, home to myself, 
my sister and brother-in-law and two disabled adult family members was listed in the Environmental 
Assessment, EPA Pollution licence and the Ministers Consent Conditions 3 and 8 as requiring Noise 
Mitigation of air-conditioning, insulation, double glazing, sealing, regular solar panel cleaning, regular 
tank water supply cleaning and reimbursement of electrical costs for operation of the necessary 
mitigation measures. 
 
We complied with the Conditions of Consent and requested in 2009 and again 2012 that the Noise 
Mitigation be applied. 
 
Our request met with refusal from Glencore Mangoola and we remain the only pre-Mangoola 
residence (mine owned or privately owned) that has not received Noise Mitigation. 
 
The refusals to Noise Mitigate follow on my Presidency of the Wybong Action Group which opposed 
the Anvil Hill Open-cut Coal Mine (Mangoola) from its tender, my teaching and In-Perpetuity 
Conservation Agreement under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NSW) with the NSW Minister 
for the Environment. 
 
The continued refusal to Noise Mitigate follows on my inclusion in the Design and Technology, 
Industrial Technology, Engineering Studies Yr 7-10 Courses which I hitherto taught at Muswellbrook 
High School of Climate Change, IPCC findings, Intergenerational Equity, Hydraulic Fracturing, Species 
at Risk and Key Threatening Factors whilst my classes were deprived of practical resources for a six 
month period by Muswellbrook High School. 
 
Ultimately the refusal to Noise Mitigate subjected my family and myself to unmitigated noise at and 
above the levels contained in the Environmental Assessment, EPA Pollution licence and the Ministers 
Consent Conditions 3 and 8 over an extended period. 
 
The result, a consequence foreseen by Mangoola, was six months uninterrupted sleep deprivation, 
loss of 40kg body weight, and loss of mental health. These matters continue to this day. This impact 
was not restricted to myself but also visited on my sister Louise, her husband Nicholas and 
disabled family members Duncan and Dylan each of whom was unable to cope with the loss of quiet 
enjoyment and creation of ill-health and have been forced their home 
 
As a further consequence of Mangoola’s undue influence of grants to my State Government Local 
Public Schools employer I was unfairly dismissed from my teaching position 
 
We believe that the Conditions relating to Noise Mitigation be the responsibility of a body 
Independent of the mining industry to ensure equity and equality of Noise Mitigation treatments 
without discrimination, fear or favour. 
 
Community Health and Safety 
The health and safety of the immediately impacted communities are NOT considered separately and 
instead given no greater consideration than non-impacted communities 20 and 30 kilometres distant. 
 
It is clear that my Community of Wybong and in particular , Ridgelands Residents, have suffered years 
of unmitigated impact causing gross ill-health, personal and economic loss. 
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J
Text Box
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-24/couple-breathes-new-life-into-abandoned-mining-home/8385798
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J
Text Box
The 'Full Noise Treatment' provided the Shewan family by Glencore is far less favourable  than the treatment provided every other sensitive receiver, regardless of Noise Mitigation Status, including being far less favourable than the Noise Mitigation and other works provided Glencore Manager Tony Israel.  Free Rent.  Free Costs.  Free Restoration. Free Noise Mitigation. Corporate Cost > $2million AUD. Fringe benefits tax ?






