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“Hunter Valley Operations South – Cheshunt Pit to continue through 

Riverview Pit extracting the Bayswater Coal Seam” 
 

 This SSHEG Submission recognises the overall advantage of mining the 

Bayswater Coal Seam throughout the Lease area. The Community 

concerns relates to the Air Quality and Noise Disease Impacts on “Near 

Neighbour Residents” and Jerrys Plains Residents and Children at Jerrys 

Plains School, and especially Maison Dieu Residents including Children. 

Presently, the NSW EPA allowable Air Pollution Compliance Limits, 

is at odds with the World Health Organisation’s 2015 and 2016 call for 

“Minimisation” of Air Pollution and Particulate Matter with specific 

reference to Lung and Cardiovascular Disease associations without any 

Threshold limit.  

Specifically, NSW EPA and Office of Environment and Heritage 

seem unable to come to terms with the WHO Disease Research findings 

that relate directly to Particulate Matter PM 2.5 as distinct from the 

industry PM10 reference and TEOM Monitoring Standard. 
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  “HVO South Mod 5 Cheshunt & Riverview ”  
 

    

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 
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 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and  

Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance Orders. 

 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
 

SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 
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SSHEG therefore reaffirms that EPA Clean AIR ACT invokes and 

administers the Minimisation Conditions for all Hunter Valley Coal 

Mines. 

SSHEG also reaffirms that those “Near Neighbours to Open Cut 

Mining”, the elderly and others from time to time, are being Disease 

exposed to levels of Air and Night Time Noise Pollution; often by repeated 

Rising levels of Mine 15 Minute Average increments of PM2.5 for example 

from drifting Blast Plumes, Diesel Exhaust Fumes and Fugitive Coal Gas 

emissions; all now Disease recognised demanding “Mines to Operate to 

Minimise these PM2.5 emissions”.( Refer SSHEG Clean Air 2017 

submission Extract P14) 
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  SSHEG contend that “Near Neighbours to Open Cut Coal Mines 

are Occupationally Exposed Persons”, as one such neighbour attests 

with diagnosed “Lung Dusting” from living close by to the Maison Dieu 

area. 

This raises the specific case of Maison Dieu Farmers designated 

VP1, who has endured over many years, including the last 10 years the 

formation and rehabilitation of a Mine protective for Maison Dieu of the 

Embankment directly opposite and West. This was to be the final height!  

   
 It also needs to be understood that a number of Mine provided 

facilities have been implemented over the recent 10 year history of the 

HVO South Mine to Coexist; namely, 

1) Special Double Glazing for Noise reduction at Kitchen 

Window. 

2) 3 Month Noise Study Testing following Resident 

Complaints of Night disturbance; but which mine? 

3) Specific Mine Procedures were established to prevent Mine 

Night Lights shining directly into Residence. 
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4)  Rainwater Tanks fitted with first flush piping and Tanks 

cleaned out annually. 

5) House Air Conditioned ( pressurised) with electricity and 

service paid for by HVO Mine. 

6) On one occasion was advised to go indoors due to the Mine 

Dust levels passing over where he was in the paddock. 

       

     

Last 10 Years 
Mine Dump  

100 m & Rehab  

Maison Dieu 
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Already VP1 had to endure the Air, Noise and Light disturbances 

from the Open Cut Mine as the embankment area A was formed and 

Rehabilitated over a period of around 10 years. 

Now with this HVO South Mod 5 application, these farming 

families at Maison Dieu who operate a Wyoming Dairy Farm are being 

asked to withstand the Mine Pollution onslaught for another 10 Years to 

implement their Mine Plan and rehabilitate an added obtrusive 

Embankment on their doorstep. 

SSHEG considers that more needs to be done to protect these 

Maison Dieu Residents; such as, shutting down the Mine when Pollution 

is drifting from the West and West North West direction.  Additionally, 

PM2.5 using 15 Minute averages located at the VP1 Residence outdoors 

is to provide the Mitigation Control Mine Shutdown Guidance for the 

Mine site. 

The HVO South Mod 5 Proposal and the ‘Super Embankment” will 

itself affect the operability of the Wyoming Dairy Farm, with both 

Paddock feed affected by Mine fallout and Bore water Pollution a likely 

impact on Milk Quality; this will need further testing and research.  

Further the old adage “That the rain in Spain falls mainly on the Plains” is 

already being felt at Maison Dieu where it is already evident that the 

current artificial Mine Embankment at around 100 M High is changing 

the rain patterns that have been predominantly from the South West. 

Raising this to 200 Metres and a Super Void before the embankment will 

further impact this Dairy Farm. 

In terms of the economics of this Proposal, it is evident that in the 

last 10 years the Wyoming Dairy Farm Property value has been 

downgraded, and should be valued as the working Enterprise before its 

value is further trashed by the surrounding Mines Leases. This Wyoming 

Dairy Cattle stock has an Internationally reputation. As an indication one 

Wyoming Calve Progeny elsewhere in Australia sold for around 

US$250,000 alone. 

Experience over the last 10 Years suggests that more needs to be 

done to screen the Dump Trucks, Dozers, etc during the Embankment 

work, suggesting that Noise and Dust Pollution Barriers need to be 

included due to the direct line of sight to Maison Dieu. 
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SSHEG has already proposed to HVO that Tree Screening using 

initially mature Trees that are fast growing be incorporated. This practice 

is in use in the Farm sector to screen Farmhouses where dirt roads built 

for Horse and Buggy now have vehicles with a trailing dust cloud. 

Little use of Trees particularly for Mine Noise Pollution Barriers 

suggests that this needs further promotion by the Government 

Authorities along with research as to the optimum interwoven planting 

spacing. Further the identification of fire progression retardant tree 

barriers would add to the mix in the Rural Hunter Valley for property 

protection. 

      US Department of Agriculture National Agroforestry Center 

provides some quantative guidance that trees can provide. 

     



 Without prejudice  

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD Email:ssheg@hotmail..com 10/3/2017  Page  8 

Some further research overseas give added understanding that 

this option should be added to the Suite of Mine Dust, Noise and 

Light Mitigation Controls in the Hunter Valley. 
 

       

 

Thanking you in anticipation of your acknowledgement 
 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 
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