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concomitant issues of traffic flow and parking for local residents.   
 
This proposal should not be seen in isolation. The last few years Loreto Normanhurst have 
erected large new structures such as the Gonzaga Barry Centre, have opened a new primary 
school catering for Year 5 and 6 students (thus already increasing student numbers), are 
now planning an Early Learning Centre (this is the subject of a separate application by 
Loreto, and will further increase student numbers) and – most significantly of all – have 
lodged this application to dramatically increase their student number cap, by 60% from 1150 
to 2000.   
 
These recent developments taken alongside this current application (as well as the separate 
proposal for an Early Learning Centre) have and will continue to increase the density of 
people in a very small geographic area. This continuous and dramatic expansion is occurring 
in the same limited footprint of land, between Osborn Rd and Mt Pleasant Avenue in 
Normanhurst. 

 
This latest proposal will squeeze yet more students into a confined area, entirely 
disregarding the amenity of neighbours, further limiting parking availability for residents, 
and exacerbating the already significant traffic issues around the school. 
 

2. The proposal to increase the student number cap by 60% or 850 students, construct an up-
to-6-storey boarding house, and all the associated works set out in SSD 8996, will have a 
dramatic and entirely negative effect on the surrounding streets, in terms of parking and 
traffic: 
 
a) Parking: Osborn Rd already has restricted parking. There is no parking at all available on 

one entire side of the street, alongside Loreto, as the street is too narrow for cars to 
park on both sides.  Thus, residents’ parking is already limited, and what parking there is, 
is regularly taken up with staff and student cars from Loreto. This is a daily occurrence in 
term time.  To be clear, as it stands and even without this proposal, Loreto already does 
not have sufficient parking available within its grounds for its staff and students.   
 
Loreto have attempted to tell residents in the past that its staff and students are 
‘encouraged to park within the grounds’ or ‘encouraged not to park in Osborn Road’. In 
practice this encouragement is completely unenforceable and is routinely ignored by 
many staff and students. I understand that even if all members of the ‘Loreto 
community’ (a term used in their annual report) adhered to the guidelines developed by 
the school, parking on grounds would insufficient to cater for the current staff and 
student population.  Daily, in term time and outside term time, teachers, staff and 
contractors park all along Osborn Rd.   
 
This proposal will further dramatically increase the population of Loreto, and the Loreto 
population will of necessity monopolize parking in Osborn Rd and surrounding streets.   

 
b) Traffic: Osborn Rd is the only entry/exit point to and from Pennant Hills Road for 5 other 

residential streets: Currawong, Nepean, Rivertop, Wendy and Dunbar. The access of 
residents in those streets is already compromised, particularly during drop off and pick 
up times and during weekend sport. It will be made worse if this proposal goes 
ahead.  Pennant Hills Road is already one of the most congested traffic routes in 
NSW.  In term time there are already long queues and waiting times to enter and exit 
Osborn Road.  Many, many Loreto students are driven to school (as they come from out 






