Water down
| ] 8
the mine

IN reference to the article in
Saturday July 24th CWD "Criticism
onwater hard to swallow”,

Several months ago I had-a
lengthy telephone’ conversation
with the mayor regarding Orange
water problems. This conversation
forms-the basis of the followmg
comments.

Since December 1997-Orange
City Council has supplied partially
treated effluent (up to 10 megal-
itresper day) free of charge to Cadia

mine -this agreement put in'place -

before the current mayor’s term.
The agreement was intended to
be for the life of the open cut mine

which is now winding down but -

during our conversationithe mayor
advised that Cadia mine had taken

the viewpoint that -the original
agreement was not only for the life:

of the current mine ', but any new

mine as-well (e:g. the new under-

ground mine). -

‘ had taken legal advice

on their position, council concern

was that a lengthyand expensive

" legalcasemightresult; sotheywere

tryinig to negotiate a compromise

agreement with the company. So

much for the excellent relations

between Orange’ city: and Cadla
mine:

As far as ] am aware I have read

or hedrd nothing furtherabout this

matter.- Has: an agreement been: -

reached and how will this impact
on Orange City going forward?
What concerns me (and it appears
many other Orange residents) is
that council’s dealings with Cadia

1 have not been totally transparent

| to ratepayers.
Several years ago, Orange City

Council ‘made it mandatory for
new developments in- specified

areasto have athird recycled water

pipe (purple); in this way ensuring
the cost of installing a grey or recy-
cled water system in the future is
minimised.

According  to - the council
Integrated =~ Water - . =Cycle
Management Concept Study of

December 2007 (detailed on the

rcouncil’shew website) “It currently

conveys potable water only due to
lack of treated effluent available.”

“Theintentionis forittobeused

for treated -effluent- by 2010]

depending. on availability." The
treated effluent of course is being
supplied to.Cadia mines-and-it
appears will continue to-do so
indefinitely thus indirectly putting

[ additional pressure on Orange’s
water supply.

Commeénts were made some
time ago-that if we didn't supply
this treated effluent to Cadia the
‘mine would run out of water and
close, but myunderstanding was
thatseveral other councils offered
tosupply recycled waterto Cadia -
ata'cost.

Even though the minewasandis
making huge profits naturally it
would ' take the cheaper (free)

| option.

Forseveralmonthstalkofsecur-
ing-additional water from: the
Macquarie River has been around
‘but nothing concrete has eventu-
ated - 'a lot of rhetoric but nothing
else.

been 'made  as there would
undoubtedly be objections from
other stakeholders and environ-
mental issues to consider, not to
mention financial ones.

In any case, if the pipeline was
approved and funding secured, the
pipeline itself would take at least a
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