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This Design Integrity Assessment 
details how the proposed design for 
the Sydney Football Stadium Stage 
2 State Significant Development 
Application is equivalent to the winning 
competition scheme. The Design 
Integrity Assessment Panel (Panel) has 
considered the design modifications 
outlined in this assessment and 
confirmed that the design proposes 
design excellence qualities consistent 
with the winning competition scheme.

This Design Integrity Assessment was publicly exhibited as 
part of the State Significance Development (SSD) Development 
Application (DA) for the Stage 2 Sydney Football Stadium 
Redevelopment (SSD 9835). The Assessment has been 
amended to reflect the design changes made since public 
exhibition to respond to feedback received and reflect the design 
development process.  
It documents the competition winning scheme, the exhibited 
proposal and the current proposal following public exhibition. This 
Design Integrity Assessment should be read in conjunction with 
the Response to Submissions prepared by Ethos Urban dated 
August 2019, and supporting appendices. 

This Design Integrity Assessment addresses the requirements of 
conditions of consent for the Stage 1 Development Application 
(SSD9249) as well as the SEARs for the Stage 2 Development 
Application as follows: 

1. Introduction

Table 1: Condition of Consent B4 - SSD9249

Condition Requirement Where addressed

B8. Prior to the lodgement of the future development 
application, a Design Integrity Assessment Panel (DIAP) 
must be established. The members of the DIAP must 
comprise of the members of the assessment panel 
responsible for selecting the winning design through  
the Competitive Design Process.

See section 2.

B9. Any reports endorsed by the DIAP, prior to the 
lodgement of a future development application, must 
be presented to the CCC and be referenced in any 
minutes.

See Appendix A.

C2. The future development application must be 
supported by a Design Integrity Assessment (DIA)  
to inform whether the proposal is equivalent to or is 
an improvement upon the design excellence qualities 
of the winning competition scheme. The DIA must be 
prepared, and the DIA report signed by the members 
of DIAP required by Schedule 2, condition B8.

See section 3 in relation to design amendments.
See section 4 in relation to assessment by the Panel.
See section 5 for Panel endorsement.

C3. Details of the presentation of the DIA report to CCC, 
as required by Schedule 2 condition B9, and feedback as 
a result of the presentation, must be submitted as part 
of the future development application.

See Appendix A and B.

Table 2: SEARs Requirements

Condition Requirement Where addressed

4. Design Excellence
Provide details of the Design Integrity Assessment 
Panel as required by condition B8 of Schedule 2  
of the development consent for SSD 9249.

See section 3 in relation to design amendments.
See section 4 in relation to assessment by the Panel.
See section 5 for Panel endorsement.

In accordance with Schedule 2, Condition C2 and  
C3 of SSD 9249, provide a Design Integrity 
Assessment Report.

This Report.
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Following the conclusion of the competition process  
a Design Integrity Assessment Panel was established 
comprising membership of:

 � Peter Poulet - NSW Government Architect representative 
(Chair)

 � Kim Crestani - Independent
 � John Perry - Independent
 � David Riches - Infrastructure NSW (Proponent 

Representative.

2.  Design Integrity 
Assessment Panel
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3. Design Amendments

3.1. Landscape Design

Enhancements have been made to the landscape design as a result of 
design development and to respond to feedback received during the public 
consultation process. Figure 1 provides the landscape concept from the 
winning competition entry. Figure 2 provides the landscape proposal for the 
Stage 2 development application. Table 3 provides the details of the changes 
from the competition winning scheme to the current proposal, as reflected 
in the Response to Submissions. 

Figure 2: Proposed Landscape Design (August 2019)Figure 1: Competition winning landscape concept
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Table 3: Changes to the Landscape Design

Driver Avenue Steps

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)

1

1

2

5

3

4

1. Split Movement Paths into 2 streams 
 – Stairs have been orientated to respond to desire lines 
 – 3 flights of stairs respond better to human scale 
 – 2 glass lifts added at the north end to provide enhanced 

accessibility across the precinct 

2. Folding Brick stair abutments 
 – Create a site Gateway which references the language of gateways 

in the precinct
 – Responds to Driver Avenue materiality 
 – Planting at upper level will cascade down walls 
 – Proposed tree planting between abutment wall and NRL building 

adjusted to avoid diverted Sydney Water infrastructure
 – Additional planting proposed within concourse

3. Removal of the Oculus
 – Removal accommodates additional public realm and an entrance 

arrival more appropriate to the parkland setting 

4. Establish central landscaped area with seating terraces
 – Provides for amenity and views over Moore Park and Kippax Lake 
 – Forms a secondary movement path 
 – Central landscape space in Driver Avenue stair reduced in width and 

rationalised

5. Detailed paving to mark site and Stadium entry 

6. Stair width rationalised  

7. Western edge of concourse reduced. Removal of planted edge 
and trees at concourse edge to ensure pedestrian flows are 
accommodated.  

8. Mass planting with trees proposed on edge of MP1 and stair to MP1 
removed  

9. Layout adjusted to include ramp to members area| 

10. Loss of planting and trees to accommodate pedestrian flows 

8

6

7

2

10

9
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3. Design Amendments

Fig Tree Place

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)

1

23

4

1. Site extended to include the existing carpark area on Moore Park Road        
to increase permeability at the north west corner 

2. Additional trees for passive shade 

3. The steps adjacent to the Rugby Australia Building moved south. By 
locating the stairs past the ramp access to the basement, access to 
the car park is facilitated  

4. Detailed paving to mark site and Stadium entry 

5. Geometry and forms of planted landscaped areas rationalised 

5

5



09Design Integrity Assessment Report

Busby’s Corner

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)

1

4

2

2

2

3

1. Stadium Entry moved from north east Corner to Paddington Lane 
 – Activity zone restructured to direct pedestrians to stadium entry 
 – Structured to allow high volumes of pedestrian egress 

2. Arrangement of community area 
 – Steps are now on desire line from Moore Park Road 
 – Creates stepped activity platforms following concourse grade with 

flush connections at landings 
 – Removal of the full basketball court to be replaced with basketball 

hoops, exercise provision and informal recreation as a more diverse 
community offering 

 – Number of stairs reduced to accommodate revised stadium levels 

3. Maintain accessible connection from Moore Park Road 

4. Detailed paving to mark site and Stadium entry 

5. Width of stairs adjusted to accommodate pedestrian flows  

5

5
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South East Corner 

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)
1. Removal of southern stairs on Paddington Lane resulting in ‘ramped 

concourse’ 
 – 1:21 from Moore Park Road to stadium entry 
 – 1:14 from Stadium Entry to SCG 

2. Additional planting proposed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1

2

2

3. Design Amendments
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3.2. Architectural Design

Enhancements have been made to the architectural design as a result of 
design development and to respond (in part) to feedback received during the 
public consultation process. Figure 3 provides the architectural concept from 
the winning competition entry. Figure 4 provides the architectural proposal 
for the Stage 2 development application. Table 4 provides the details of the 
changes from the competition winning scheme to the proposal, and as now 
proposed by the Response to Submissions.

 

Figure 3: Competition winning concept design Figure 4: Proposed design



12 Sydney Football Stadium  | Stage 2 Development Application (SSD9835)

3. Design Amendments

Table 4: Changes to the Architectural Design 

Solar Photovoltaic Array

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes 
Distribution of the photovoltaic array modified to better integrate with 
roof design and provide for more efficient operation.

Roof Line

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)
Roof height at northern and southern ends lowered approximately 1-2 
metres to assist in reducing scale of the building.

Roof height at northern and southern end reduced approximately 
5.5 meters from competition winning scheme to reduce scale of the 
Stadium.
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Extension to Stepped Terraces

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes
Removal of landscape from the terraces to the east and west on levels 2, 
3, and 4.

Removal of level 5 occupiable terraces. Building plant only. 

Minor extension to the landscaped terraces to the east and west on 
levels 3 and 4 to improve landscaping areas.

Louvre Screen

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes
Simplification of louvred screen around the Stadium and change of colour 
to a bronze metallic finish to better integrate with the surrounds.



August 2019 
2500sqm Roof area Reduction 
from competition design
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3. Design Amendments

Reduction of Overall Roof Area 

Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)
The current roof design has reduced the overall plan area by 2500sqm 
since the competition design. With a 5.5m reduction north and south and 
3m East and West.
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Reduction of Extent of ETFE

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)

Sydney Football Stadium
Roof Plan
1:500 @ A1, 1:1000 @ A3

In the competition design a zone of clear ETFE existed on the northern 
side of the stadium intended to maximise daylight penetration to the 
grass pitch.  Through further daylight analysis during the value engineering 
process it was identified that this zone was providing little overall benefit 
to the grass growth. As a result, this area was replaced with translucent 
PTFE.  This alteration represents an overall reduction of 3800sqm of ETFE 
from the competition design to the August 2019 design.
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3. Design Amendments

Removal of Media Mesh 

Competition Media Mesh Location Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)
All areas of media mesh represented on the external facade of the 
building at competition phase have been removed.
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Material Changes 

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes (August 2019 changes italicised)
The façade materials in the August design are consistent with the intent 
expressed in the competition. The areas indicated as sandstone in the
competition have been replaced with a coloured and textured concrete, 
evocative of sandstone that will be treated appropriately to ensure the 
colour is maintained over time. Aluminium façade fins were nominated 
in the competition as the predominate façade material. This remains the 
same, however the tone and colour of this has been revised to a more 
bronze colour to be more sympathetic to the character of the surrounding 
context.
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3. Design Amendments

Roof Skirt

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes
Reduction of the roof ‘skirt’ on the underside of the stadium roof to 
reduce visual bulk.
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North Eastern Entry

Competition Concept Design Proposed Design (August 2019) Design Changes
Amalgamation of the north east and south east entries to one entry on 
the eastern elevation.
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The Design Integrity Assessment Panel has reviewed the 
design changes from the competition winning scheme to 
the proposed design and is of the opinion that the changes 
proposed are consistent.

The changes do not alter the Panel’s conclusion that the design 
demonstrates design excellence as outlined in the Competitive 
Design Alternatives Report. The changes are considered to be 
consistent with the Panel’s review of the design in relation to 
the Sydney Local Environmental Plan 2012, the objectives of 
Better Placed or the project Urban Design Guidelines.

4. Panel Assessment
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Peter Poulet (Chair)

5. Panel Endorsement

Kim Crestani

John Perry 

David Riches
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Appendix A 
Minutes of Community Consultative 
Committee Meeting
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Appendix B
Feedback from the Community  
Consultative Committee






