Collector Statistics (based on 2011 ABS Census)

Collector is a town in the Southern Tablelands, New South Wales. It is 54 km from
Canberra and 201 km from Sydney. Collector is in the State electorate of Goulburn
and the Federal electorate of Hume.

The population of Collector and district is 403, comprised of 52.1% females and
47.9% males. The population of the town of Collector is 231, comprising 144 adults
and 87 children. The median/average age of the Collector population is 38 years of
age, 1 year above the Australian average.

89.1% of people living in Collector were born in Australia. The religious make up is
31.4% Catholic, 28% Anglican, 19.6% No Religion, 3.7% Uniting Church, 3%
Christian, nfd. 61.8% of Collector people overl8 are married, 25.8% have never
married and 6.4% are divorced and 1.9% are separated. There are 13 widowed people
living in Collector.

72.4% of the people living in Collector are employed full time, with some 81%
working in Canberra, 18% are working on a part time basis. Collector has an
unemployment rate of 2.1%. The main occupations of people from Collector are
Managers 27.2%, Professionals 17.4%, Technicians and Trades Workers 14.9%,
Clerical and Administrative Workers 12.8%, Community and Personal Service
Workers 11.1%, Labourers 4.3%, Sales Workers 3.8%, Machinery Operators And
Drivers 3.8%.

The median individual income is $885.00 per week and the median household income
is $1573.00 per week. 25.8% of homes are fully owned, and 55.6% are in the process
of being purchased by home loan mortgage. 18.5% of homes are rented. The median
rent in Collector is $320 per week and the median mortgage repayment is $2431 per
month.






Frank Ross
22 Church Street
COLLECTOR NSW 2581

Ms Deborah Cameron
Chair
Collector Windfarm Forum

Resignation from the Ratch Australia Collector Windfarm Community Forum
Dear Ms Cameron,

I hereby resign from the Forum. Thank you for the opportunity to participate over the
past two years.

I believe in climate change and renewable energy and had hoped that Ratch Australia
would effectively engage with the Collector community. Unfortunately, much of
Ratch’s engagement has been characterised by false and misleading information:
people have been reported to be at meetings when they have not been there; to have
supported positions and roles which they have not agreed to; and points of
disagreement or where tangible commitment has been required have been either
ignored or evaded by clever words. It has become apparent that looking good for
Government stakeholders is clearly a higher priority for Ratch than honest
communication with the Collector community.

The recent Collector community petition where over 80% of the townspeople call for
the ACT Government to reject Ratch’s wind auction tender, confirms its failures in
this area. Two years of clever, empty promises and meetings is enough: there are
better things to do! People here want more than public relations spin in return for
destroying our visual amenity, real estate values and community harmony.

Yours sincerely

Frank Ross
6 August 2014






Friends of Collector News

September 2014

90% of Collector Says No to Ratch

In early July, the Friends of Collector organised a petition to the ACT Assembly calling on it to
not accept a tender from Ratch as part of its current wind energy Auction. This was in response to
the ACT Government Wind Auction Secretariat advising us the closing date of the Auction was
10 July. Since we knew Ratch was putting in a tender, the petition was urgently sent around town.

835 persons from Collector township signed the petition. This represents over 90% of the adult
population of Collector. The main ones that did not sign were relatives of turbine hosts and
people new to the town. Collector people have clearly seen enough of Ratch’s public relations
newsletters, bogus consultation and that we are wearing the costs while others benefit.

17 other persons adjacent to the town also signed the petition when visiting the pub and friends.
However, no doorknocking beyond town was attempted since it was lambing time for farmers and
most other persons are commuters to Canberra or Goulburn and ascertaining when they may be
home and organising visits was too time consuming.

This petition confirms the independent Stolz survey of 2013 which found that over 80% of
residents opposed the Ratch windfarm. Is it any wonder Ratch refuses to survey Collector people
and relies on public relations trickery? A big thank you to all our wise Collector signees!

Tuesday 16 Sept Presentation of Petition to ACT Assembly + Media

The Collector petition along with another from Tarago residents against the proposed Jupiter
Wind Farm will be presented to the Assembly by the ACTLiberal Shadow Minister Nicole
Lawder. Our Federal Member for Hume Angus Taylor will be there explaining why the ACT
Govermnment should not allow windfarm companies like Ratch to destroy our communities.

We will begin with a media presentation at 9.15 am. If you can make it, join us and stand up for
your quality of life at Collector. For car pooling etc, please call Vel on 0434 532 716 or Richard
on 0404 077 951.

Possible High Court Challenge to ACT Government Wind Auction

Friends of Collector has received advice from Professor George Williams, the senior
constitutional professor at University of New South Wales, that it may be possible to challenge the
ACT Wind Auction in the High Court under Section 109 of the Constitution. This Section spells
out that, where there are inconsistencies between Commonwealth and State/Territory laws,
Commonwealth law prevails. Since the ACT RET legislation is inconsistent on a number of points
with the Commonwealth’s Renewable Energy Act, and the Commonwealth Government has won
many cases under Section 109 (including against the ACT Gay Marriage laws last year), we have
prospects!

We have passed this advice on to friends inside and outside Government with a view to
developing our case. We expect further news on this within the next few weeks.

Commonwealth Renewable Energy Target (RET) Review Recommendations
Many of you will be aware that the RET is what gives windfarms the subsidy — through passing on
costs to electricity consumers - to make them economically viable. Two weeks ago the
Commonwealth Government’s RET Review recommendations were released. In summary it
recommends two options to the Government:

1. Scrap the RET for new entrants; or

2. Significantly scale back the current RET for new entrants. (PTO)




The first option will definitely kill Ratch’s proposed Collector windfarm and most others in the
region. If the second one gets up, depending on the wording it may allow the Collector windfarm -
and possibly others - to go ahead. Wind farm lobbyists are trying hard to get the Government to
back off from these options.

If you want to save Collector and other communities affected like us, email the Minister for the
Environment Greg Hunt at greg hunt.mp@environment. gov.au

Collector Windfarm Forum: local member's Newsletter

This newsletter came out this week “to explain the roles and Junctions of the Forum” to the
Collector community. The Forum has been going for some two years. You may be forgiven for
asking what took them so long?

The answer is that the Forum has been run by Ratch as a closed talk shop, while they pretend to
Government stakeholders they are consulting with the Collector community. The members now
realise they are being used and are trying to open things up. To protect themselves they also
describe Ratch’s failures in the “What has Jrustrated us” section: despite many written and verbal
approaches from local Members, Ratch has not engaged or negotiated with them over matters such
as the Community Enhancement Fund; and Ratch’s last newsletter was not “g true representation
of the outcomes of a recent workshop... ”. Thisis a very polite version of only a couple of their
issues with Ratch.

The newsletter unintentionally misleads when it says the decision on whether the Collector
windfarm proceeds lies largely with the proponent. Ratch’s Forum representative Anthony Yeates
has consistently said it depends on them getting subsidy $ through the RET via the ACT or
Commonwealth Governments (check with him on 02 8913 9407). They have been trying for 9 months
to get a RET subsidy: time is running out and they are desperate.

Evidence of Collector Real Estate Values being hit by Ratch’s proposed Windfarm
Allhomes.com.au shows that since the NSW Government approved the Collector windfarm in
December 2013 the median prices of properties in Collector have fallen from $393,000 to
$324,000 in 2014. Very few properties have sold this year: this includes All Hand Made Gallery
which was passed in when auctioned at the start of this year; and the Bushranger Hotel which has
been for sale for the past two years and is now going to auction in October (along with a number
of other nearby properties).

While median prices can vary in small markets such as Collector, in similar places like Sutton and
Gundaroo the prices are going in the opposite direction and there is much more turnover. Real
estate agents and people who want to sell will privately tell you the Collector market is dead and
the windfarm is an issue. You be the judge!

The impact on real estate value issue will become clearer in the next two years if the windfarm
goes ahead. But why wait when it is much better to stop them now by supporting the abolition of
the RET and opposing Ratch as a suitable candidate in the ACT Government wind auction?

What you can do:

* Come along to our Petition presentation and demonstration at the ACT Assembly on 16
September, 9.15am;

* Email the Minister for the Environment Greg Hunt at greg.hunt.mp@environment.gov.au to
say you support the RET Review recommendation to abolish the RET subsidy to windfarms;

e Call or email our local Federal Member, Angus Taylor (ph 4822 2277 or email him at
angus.taylor@aph.gov.au) in support of his campaign against Ratch and other wind farms;

e  Write to or email the ACT Minister for the Environment, Simon Corbell (GPO BOX 1020,
CANBERRA 2601 or corbell@act.gov.au), and tell him to not support Ratch for supply of
energy to the ACT;

Write to the media and/or call radio talkback shows etc about your concerns; and
® Keep in touch with lindap899gmail.com



Simon Corbell MLA

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

ATTORNEY-GENERAL
MINISTER FOR HEALTH
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
MINISTER FOR CAPITAL METRO

MEMBER FOR MOLONGLO

Dear Mr Ross and Ms Ryan

Thank you for your email of 24 February 2015 about the success of the ACT Wind Auction. Your
congratulations and kind words are greatly appreciated.

As mentioned in previous correspondence, throughout the Wind Auction it was always the ACT
Government’s preference to support wind developments that had a high level of local support.
Therefore a key component of the Wind Auction evaluation criteria was community engagement.

Twenty per cent of the Auction’s assessment score was dedicated to how well a wind farm

developer had engaged with the people that live nearby.

I agree that the successful 19.4 megawatt Coonooer Bridge wind farm has an innovative model of
community engagement focused on community co-ownership. The ACT Government is pleased to
be supporting this wind farm, particularly since it is being developed by Canberra based company,
Windlab. Windlab plans to establish its global operations centre in the ACT, will be employing
three additional Canberra based staff to manage the Coonooer Bridge wind farm, and will establish
a new Australian National University course in wind development as a result of its submitting a
successful Wind Auction proposal.

The wind industry has a strong future in the Australian Capital Region. As it grows, I look forward
to local Canberra businesses playing a leading role in a range of strategic and operational areas,
including demonstrating how best practice in community engagement can deliver benefits to
communities as well as to wind developers.

gnurs singerely

Simon Corbell MLA

Minister for the Environment

-5 5

ACT LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

London Circuit, Canberra ACT 2601

GPO Box 1020, Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: (02) 6205 0000 Fax: {02) 6205 0535 Email: corbell@act.gov.au
Twitter: @SimonCorbell Facebook: www.facebook.com/simon.corbell
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COLLECTOR IN PERIL,
Flames Threaten Township

TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION
CEASES AT 2.15 P.M :

GALLANT FIGHT BY VOLUNTEERS

BY OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE

-

At the time we went to préss the historic tows'
ship was in danger of being swept by flume from & fesv-
vible fire which, fanned by the boisterons galekike
wind, is racing along on a wide fromf.

At 2.15 the postmistress at the post office was com-
pelled to leave the office owing to the impossiile con-
ditions caused by the heat, smoke and the. ngmzness of
the flames. She was able to return half an hour latet,
but eonditions were still thieatening.

At midday the flumes wera
yards of parts of the town, amd it
eventually defeat the efforts being made to
Collector’s peril was increasing with every m
fight, and it seemed' that the only possibility
the town lay in » ciemge or drop of the wind.

Ag stated above, tha post office waa lsft and tho malln were
glvan to tha Goulburn Evenlng Penny Post ropresentative to thke
custody of for Hreadalbana. It iz possible that otherwise they
would have besan lost, The wind in biowing with terrific foree,
and it seams that the men ars fighting a hopeiess fight.

The fire broke out yesterday shortly after lunch on Wood.
park, a proparty laassd by tha eostate of the (ate A. B. Chishoim.
It got out of cantrol speedily and spread to Leridm, a property also
leased by tha Chishofm estate, where It did an enormous amount

of damage, deatroying graxing land and Between 2000 and 4000
shesp,

the safety of smployees and thetr
familles and the women-folk were

Teleghine  iinea g the nmpol'l,\'l
removed to Leridn homestead.

were ipnod down and it impos-
alhle to oluln eebtlable  Information,
bist o fole estimele would seem to be
thar Rt Jeast 004 zhevp bmve been
Lurued.

From thre the Hre extended to

S0 dense were the cluuda of amoke
through  which the c¢ars  Vearing
women tuking provipiems  to  thr

Granger's property op “Oakdale.” In
respoare to B.0.8. callg, a g contin-
gend of mun arrived from COoulhura,
rmning, Wreadathane, Yars, Qucan-
eyan, Spring Valley, Curtiwang, Sut-
toh, Gundaroe, and Gurriinduah .

The men fought (hé flames all the
‘afternoan  dnd night  untll  (hree
v'tlock thin marnlng, The fire spread
ihrough the heavily iMnbered country
and anrmas grazing lsod with amus-
ing rapidity.

At Lorida there were fepra for
the safsty of amployees and thetr
famiflem and the womenfolk were

National Library of Australia

tighters, thal the Wwaomen had fo Ve
wirl handkerehiefs Bver thelr fuussd
and cvegtunlly wore vonumiled 1o al-
tow  the car drivers to finlgh  the
Journey aloand,

The Ore wis pol uader conttol Hut
strong wind sprung  up @t elight
arlock and tirher fires broke ot ob
lioyd's  Cverk am! on Me Walley
Shorldnm's “Cherry-Laa”

Five fightera wers raalipl- tn there
properiieés g had a very  ditfivall
{'lme In checking thin sdvanee ol 1he
Mumes, They hiad oo alterantive heat
to walt until {he fire poaedod e flad
rountry and enddenvour ta overeemr

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article99556179



U WO UTIL TN BN TPRTHEDTL e aran
ranttry and endenvour ta oveivohie
it there,

ON THE ALERT

During  thls marning men  wore
“apl o the towpship tn the vyonl of
the flru renching Collector hul |t gnt
rMich B liold on Granger's pronerty
that the men were hurried over thers

Hegvy cloudn of pmoke ure hnmg
Ing s a biulsh hinsk pall aver the
own ond there are smveat frars for
the  mafety of Collector unlesd  the

wind dropa.
COLLECTONR, Tater

At mid-day Mames rootd he deenl
racing down the hilgida nn the raoge
on the Guaning side of Cnllectar and
the fire was4 whHhin w @is of Lhe
town.

As soon pa (he fames 4re ex#ming:
ly held Ip cherk in onr place, they
witl break sul din snother,

This morning. (he fife was locetad
In  phie valiey formed holtweny  the
fsend Dividing Range and Collectar,
whare It tul ot on to thn fial toun-
try with amuzing speed.

The homes of My Juak Sherl-
dan, Mr. Waiter Gharidan, Mr
Vern Granger gnd Mr, James
Granger, appear to be deomed.

Al Mr., JIack Sheridan's properly
the lay mlacks and shed cxught firs
n::d were deatroyed within & few min-
utes.

The volubtesrs made a great save
In rogard 10 the house.

“The fire found a temporary check
when {t reached the Coljector Creak,
tul it was able to jump ecrous the
river and In now Burning close Lo ths
main rond which runs through the
Lowhshin,



Goulburn Evening Penny Post (NSW

CULLECTO_R SAFE
Later News

COLLECTOR, 3.16 pom,

At 2 pm, the fire had (ravelled
right through Collecior, leaving the
eountey a ecene of blackened desola-
lion. Despite the sfforts of the fire-
fighters the [lamea jumped the river,
swept thraugh Winderradeen Statlon
end  are now  (ravelllng  towards
Spring Valley. belng driven by a wind
of gale-like force, IL swept through
and around Collector, the housss: and
ahnpa pad ather hulldings in the main
frirl of the townehip belng saved
only owing to the magnificent efforts
n? thn men who fonght the (lagmen.
For a i'me it appeared {hai the Pnst
Ortlen wan doomed, aut-hulidings acd
ahedd wing dostroyed,

Fortnnalely, mosl of Lhe slook from
properiica o the townshkp hed been
reioved this morning to positions ol
sifoly.  Whils the high mnind con-
t'ines anything la Wkely te happen,
biit for the present Colleoctor 18 oub
of immedlate danger.

Thousands and thousands of acres

nnd the rountryside prosanis a traglo
Afinearance,

Dense ¢lovds of smoke sre sweep-
in% aerosd (he  rond betwesn Goul-
hurn and Collector, Collsctor aad
 Gunning, and aiso on the meia Kigd
| way,

e fre 1a alwa moaviag i the
dlsection of brendaibane.

FIRES IN VICTORIA
MELBOURNE, Priday.

of pastoral land have been Iaid wasle .

: 1881 - 1940), Friday 5 February 1932, page 3

It is reported that country dis |

irfels are again brlog menaced by
bushiires, the Iatest outbraaks belng
| hetween Yarra Junetion and Warburs
ton and th township of Cowelllown
nnd Wesihurn, Fire-fightsrs are
working strongiy, but matlerd sl the
latent worn cxtromely thremtening,
Many houaos, logother with sawmllle,
have already been demollshed, whila
soveral horser wore badly .

It- was In (his area in 1936 tha
CGowelltown and Noojee were wipe
out and 32 lives loxt.

National Library of Australia

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article99556177
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COLLECTOR FIRES |
|

Currawang's Danger

Corrawang; The biah fire which
swepl through (he Colleptor ik
tricl lunt Fridey, for o tlme sech
oiily mennead this tnciblty,

1t {n snte (0 report hul whie distrlet
was never Dbefore {hrsotoned wilh
ruch o disastrous and widespreod flre.
‘The hight north-wesl wind throughout
the day diverted the fire 10 the south-
west, but Inte on Friduy afternoon,
wheu the wind chunged 1o eanterly,
light shower of ruin fel), those factors
urresting the progress of the flre.

Landownem spent Saturduy dolng
(useful and Important work on the fire
(frontage fuclng Corrmwang and Bpring
Valley In  extingulshing burning
Mumpns, (reew, and Jogs, by moans of
bxe-work and wuler from tanks drawn
on motar lorrles,

Bluce Buturduy evening, the wind
has remalned easterly, which, togsther
with lntermittent misty showers, has
kept the position mafe vo Lir as this
dlslriet (s concorned,

National Library of Australia
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http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article99540378








