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“ARTC Inland Rail Narromine to Narrabri SSI-9487” 

“SSHEG Holistic Cultural & Natural Heritage Review”  

  “GBMNP’s – Patricks Plains – Howe Track Significance” 
 

SSHEG ARTC Narromine to Narrabri Rail Project Support is considered in 

the context of the SSHEG 10 Year review 2008 – 2018 which focuses firstly upon 

Airborne Mine Pollution, and secondly by 2010 also on their “Sense of Place 

Health Impacts” that result from “Fight or Flight Human Responses” threat that 

Open Cut Coal Mining has posed to Cultural & Natural Heritage in the Hunter 

Valley. Specifically, recognition of the State Significant Conservation Area 

“Cockfighters Valley Precinct” grasslands adjoining the UNESCO GBMNP’s. 

SSHEG considers ARTC Railways from the Community Health Impact 

point of view; and this encompasses, Physical, Mental, Social, Sense of Place with 

recognition of our Ancestral (Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict & Immigrant) 

Cultural Heritage across the full 200 Years of “NSW recorded Colonial History”; 

that in Major NSW Projects, so far have focused on recent History or only briefly 

considered in the context of the NSW Colonial Expansion westwards here from 

the NSW Sydney Colony that was hemmed in initially by the “Blue Mountains” 

and The Great Dividing Range along the East Coast of New Holland, NSW. 

 

ingleton hire ealthy nvironment roup 

 “ARTC Pilliga Scrub Cultural Heritage 2021” 
 

 

 

    

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and 

our Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance 

Orders. 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
                      SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 

 

 
10 Year SSHEG Review Findings: - 2020 
➢ Computer Alarm Controls for Individual Mines 

  “Air Pollution Minimisation & Air Pollution Dispersion”. 

➢ Residents “Sense of Place” Cultural Heritage Impacts. 

mailto:ssheg@hotmail.com
mailto:majorprojects@planning.nsw.gov.au
mailto:majorprojects@planning.nsw.gov.au


 SSHEG Community Cultural Heritage Sense of Place Health Initiative in 2020  

Facebook: Ssheg View       Without Prejudice     Email:ssheg@hotmail.com         ARTC Inland Rail Feb 2021 3/2/2021  Page  2 

Todays Inland Rail Projects are seen as the latest of the Colonial 

Transportation methods that by necessity emerged in the context of their times; 

just as the Convict Roads West, North and South became necessary in this land of 

Droughts, Floods, Famine and Plenty in 1815; then, Coastal Steamers connected 

the Colony Eastern Ports, Jetties and Harbours, while increasingly, Inland Tracks 

became Roads impassable in rainy periods and Convict Built Roads by 1830 

unable to keep pact; Water crossings on solid footings influences Transportation 

Pathways; British Railways soon emerged as the reliable means of Transportation 

and Communication to Bathurst Plains by 1876, and Patricks Plains by1872, 

progressing to the extensive Railway Network of 1933. (Note 1). 
 

 

  19 Counties 1847      

Landscape Progression 

ARTC 

 

 

 

Surveyor General 

Major Mitchell 
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 We are concerned that ARTC Project Evaluations of Cultural Heritage 

Environmental Impact Statements are lacking the Holistic Considerations and 

attention to detail that exists for Australia’s recent 200 Years documented Cultural 

and Natural Heritage pertaining to the vicinity of the ARTC Transportation 

Corridor with its connectivity to the Landscape Progression Patterns of Explorers, 

Squatters, Pioneer Settlers, etc: Their connectivity to past Landscape Progression 

Patterns, Travelling Stock Routes and Stock Reserves, official by 1870’s to the 

North of the Port Jackson Colony over State Significance Eras; with the locality 

of Howe Track Stock Route importance for 150 year across the Blue Mountains, 

as Cockfighter Creek Crossing Society Culture grew; patterns crossing the 

Liverpool Range and North Westward Landscape Squatting along Rivers that 

Flow across the very Plains that the ARTC Inland Railway is now to cross from 

South West to North East.   

 Community sees “Concurrent Projects and Infrastructure Eras” as one 

evolving Entity; here showcasing across 200 Years of Colonial Farming Family 

Enterprises Archival and Oral Heritage, 150 Years of Railways, Tracks, Roads, 

Localities, Villages and Towns, National Parks, State Parks, Forestry Tourism 

Centres; here today with Santos Petroleum Exploration Leases, Santos Coal Seam 

Gas Projects, and Local Shire Councils Heritage and Historical Society detailing, 

particularly throughout the “Pilliga Scrub” Region; all seen today in the context of 

upwards to 20,000 Years of recorded Aboriginal Habitation. (References) 
 

 
 

SSHEG sees Colonial Transportation Eras hand in hand with the Heritage 

Significance Cultural Landscape Progression that continues today 200 Years later 

in Landscape Regions that the1933 Railways attest to; many now converting 

Inland   Rail 2020 

Howe 1820 
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Railway Easements and Travelling Stock Routes to todays Road Corridors 

continuing the Heritage Significance mostly established by Pioneer Squatters and 

Settlers in the 1860’s throughout these NSW Western Plains.  

Colonial Landscape Progression, Communication and Transportation we 

relate to beginning in the 1700’s as Coastal Ships; 1788 Port Jackson, Coal River, 

Ports, 1812 Morpeth; Boats; Harbours; Tracks; Commissioner Biggs 1823; 

“Limits of Location” 1826: Convict Roads- West to Bathurst 1815, South to 

Bungonia 1824, North to Cockfighter Creek Crossing 1826-36; Howe Track after 

1820; Pandora’s Pass of Liverpool Range 1823; Port Essington Sept 1824; 

Travelling Stock Routes & Stock Reserves 1821; Henry Dangar Liverpool Range 

1824; Wallis Plains Morpeth Port 1824; 1829 “Nineteen Counties Roads & 

Towns”; Morpeth Steamer Sophie Jane 1831; Colonial Landscape Progression 

Mitchell North West Plains 1831; Port Essington 1845 Ludwig Leichhardt North 

Track 1844; Port Essington abandoned 1849; Crown Land Act 1861; 1858-77 

Patricks Plains Railways; Liverpool Plains Railways 1877; Werris Creek Railway 

1879. 
 

Baradine Creek “Convict Road Surface”  
 

Specifically, in the Baradine Creek Area, it would appear that the “Convict 

Road Surface” dates to after the Gwabegar Rail Line of 1923, thus supporting 

Oral History reports that Italian Prisoners of WWII allocated to Baradine Creek 

Precinct by 1943 were involved, and not a Road Surface related to the Convicts 

period 1788 – 1860’s; perhaps even to the 1900. 
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 As ARTC have identified this “Convict Road Surface”, it is appropriate that 

detailed investigation should be carried out to ascertain the pros and cons of its 

origin; by whom and during what likely period. 

 Expert Archival Studies and Site Research of the Rocks used, their 

patterning depth and base road qualities, and the Rock Quarry Source analysis 

proven; various Baradine Creek Transportation Weather Eras and other Prisoner 

Built Roads nearby; Reported Transportation dislocations over the periods, 

undertaken best with Heritage Council guidance and agreement as to the likely 

Origin & Date.  

 Detailing of Convict Era Road Surfaces Comparisons to the “Baradine 

Convict Road Surface” are to be considered!? 

 

  

600 m Convict Road Location?! 

 

55 m Convict Road impacted?! 

Gwabegar Railway Impact & 

Future Connection ?! 
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Summary 
 

SSHEG focuses upon Community Health; here specifically upon 

Holistic Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant and Industrial Cultural 

Heritage “Stakeholders” or “Community Groups” to include Local Cultural 

Heritage, Historic Heritage, Natural Heritage, Cultural Landscape Heritage and 

Flora & Fauna Groups. 

SSHEG Supports the ARTC Inland Rail Projects where they are specifically 

designed to recognise, maintain and enhance the Holistic Cultural and Natural 

Heritage across Cultural Landscapes they operate. 

On Balance, Heritage Decision making today would be better informed by 

understanding the context in which the British established the NSW Colony on the 

opposite side of the World. Additionally, the extent of the actual Land that Settlers 

occupied chronologically, Explorers expeditionary Tracks, and the Governors 

Policy and actions over each period all influence the impact that specific 

Indigenous Peoples of NSW and New Holland Colonials and Convicts actually 

experienced at the time.  

In this regard, the ARTC Aboriginal and Historic Heritage Environmental 

Impact Statements while providing a general understanding, it would be 

preferable that the chronological Landscape Colonial Eras be considered based on 

detailing; such as Archival Extracts; pre & post Land Title Maps across the 200 

Years of Landscape Progression changes; to Squatting from the 1830’s across the 

ARTC Inland Rail Corridors. 

Importantly, a greater focus should be made of the concurrency of the 

ARTC and the Santos PEL and Coal Seam Gas Project Landscape Forestry use 

and impacts, along with better use of the Coonabarabran Shire Research Heritage 

Reports etc. 

By way of illustration of this approach, included below are details of the 

SSHEG “Ancestral Cultural Heritage Community Initiative” State Significant 

Conservation Area- “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” developed since 2010 

pertaining to their Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant and Industrial 

Cultural Heritage Significance across Landscape Progression Areas in the Hunter 

Valley.   

 

In anticipation of a favourable response 
 

Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 
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Community Initiative 

 
The “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” Illustrated is considered the 

Grasslands, Creeks, Brooks and River adjunct of the UNESCO World Heritage–

listed Greater Blue Mountains Area National Parks, that forms part of the Great 

Dividing Range, being the Gateway to the ‘Sub Colony of Port Jackson” at Saint 

Patricks Plains, in March 1820.  

Our approach for Holistic Cultural & Natural Heritage presentation in NSW 

Major Projects Environmental Impact Statements differs from the present 

approaches that are more about recent Aboriginal recollected Cultural Heritage 

reinforced by any likely Physical manifestations; while our Community Focus is 

more about the various Holistic Social “Colonial Landscape Progression Eras” 

from pre 1770 onwards across 200 Years of our NSW Archival Colonial History, 

and their Natural & Cultural Heritage impacts. Examples Illustrate. 
 

 
 

The Colonial Convict Progression from the Port Jackson Penal Colony 

trapped on the Pacific Eastern Coast by the “Blue Mountains” since 1788; then 

Westward to Bathurst Government Farms by 1815, and North by 1820 to the 

Saint Patricks Plains Land Grants and Bondservant Immigrant Purchased 

Grasslands along the Hunter River; were again driven by drought Westward into 

the Liverpool Plains and beyond, that saw Squatting continue across Landscapes 

that stretched West on the Darling Plains, North to Maranoa and Darling Downs 

again by drought in1840’s. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Blue_Mountains_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Dividing_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Dividing_Range
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  Contrary to the Government Controlled Farms Vision of the Bathurst Plains 

of 1815-29 at that time, Saint Patricks Plains provided the Grasslands Stock relief 

to the North Western Plains firstly from the drought of 1821-22 with Colonial 

Landscape Progression Land Grants, Immigrant Land Purchases on Hunter River, 

Wollombi Brooks and Creeks where Squatting selection then saw Henry Dangar 

Survey these Plains by 1825; the significance of Howe Track across the “Blue 

Mountains” as the Port Jackson Colony Food Stock Route to Windsor; Cattle 

Droving via Wollombi Brook Crossings as again drought 1828-29 saw Patricks 

Plains Stock Squatting on the Liverpool Plains- AA Co Claimed by 1833; as these 

then displaced Squatters ventured further North and West onto Grassy Plains of 

inland Regions previously Explored by Surveyor Generals Oxley 1817 along 

Macquarie, Castlereagh Rivers, Port Macquarie, New England, & Mitchell 

followed in1831 from the Hunter River via Cunningham 1823 Pandora’s Pass 

over the Liverpool Range, along the Peel, Namoi and Gwydir River Plains,1828 

Stuart to Darling River, and Squatters to Maranoa and Darling Downs by 1850’s; 

as Illustrated. 
 

 
 

  Benjamin Singleton and Philip Thorley were the first settlers to take their families, to 

the isolation and loneliness of the newly discovered region. In 1822 ‘Benjamin Singleton took 

his wife and five young children over the dismaying Bulga track, which was so rugged that 

John Howe had been forced to unload the packhorses and the load down "into the valley called 

Puttee". Mrs. Singleton with Mrs. Thorley were the first white women to cross these mountains. 

Others followed them from the Hawkesbury and squatted on the unallocated lands, selecting a 

site for a hut, a wheat paddock, and a corn and pumpkin patch. Their stock grazed confined on 

the plains and mingled in the cattle camps in the bush.  
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State Significant Cultural Heritage Conservation Area  
          of “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” 
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UNESCO 

GBMNP’s 

Cockfighters Valley Precinct 
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By 1821 they were grazing and cultivating there. Andrew's 100-acre grant was No.45, Parish of 

Whittingham, named `Mt Loder'. As their flocks increased, severe droughts of 1827-28 along the 

Hunter River forced them to venture over the Liverpool Ranges looking for grass. On the Liverpool 

Plains they found flat fertile country and on a creek called Kuwerhindi they took up a large 

squatting run where the town of Quirindi now stands. They then took sheep and cattle up there, 

the sheep being the first on the Liverpool Plains. 

Their convict stockmen were well settled there when Major Mitchell called there in December 

1831. According to Sir Edward Parry, by 1832 Loders had 1700 sheep and 1100 head of cattle 

there. When George Jnr died in mid-1834, it is known that they had cattle on a run called 

`Billaboo' west of the town, `Wee Waa' and probably another run to the south, called `Merah'. 

`Billaboo' appears to be the oldest property name in the district. 
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With the Bathurst Plains after 1815 impacted by “1824 Aboriginal War & Peace”; 

the Colonial Immigrant Farming favoured Patricks Plains to the North of New Holland 

Colony along the Howe Track of 1820; and ahead of the 1833 Convict built Cockfighter 

Creek Crossing of the Great North Road across the Liverpool Range; following the 

Colonial Vision towards the Far North connection to Trading Ports of Asia as Surveyor 

General Mitchell Explorations 1831 and 1846 sought at the Darling Downs, and also where 

Ludwig Leichhardt 1844 Explored to Port Essington.  
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Trove 1836 The Sydney Monitor wed 29 June 1836 

 

 
In 1831 a runaway convict named George "The Barber" Clarke,(monument 

around Barbers Lagoon, Boggabri NSW) who had lived with the Kamilaroi people in the 

area for several years, claimed that a large river called Kindur flowed north-west from 

the Liverpool Ranges in New South Wales to the sea. Charles Sturt believed that the 

Murray-Darling system formed the main river system of New South Wales and Mitchell 

wanted to prove Sturt wrong. Mitchell formed an expedition consisting of himself, 

assistant surveyor George Boyle White and 15 convicts who were promised remission 

for good conduct. Mitchell took 20 bullocks, three heavy drays, three light carts and nine 

horses to carry supplies, and set out on 24 November 1831 to investigate the claim.  

The expedition continued northward, and having climbed the Liverpool Range on 

5 December, they found an Aboriginal tribe who had fled from their home in the Hunter 

Valley and were suffering from what appeared to be smallpox. On 8 December they 

arrived at Quirindi and by 11 December the expedition had reached Wallamoul Station 

near Tamworth, the northern extent of white settlement at the time.[15] 

Mitchell continued his northward push into uncolonised territory, guided by a 

local Gamilaraay man named "Mr. Brown". In mid December, near to 

where Boggabri now stands, they located the remains of a stockyard and huts built by 

George Clarke and his Aboriginal colleagues. By early January 1832 Mitchell's group 

was travelling along the Namoi River, by which stage Mr Brown had left them. 

Mitchell's party then headed north unguided but managed to reach the Gwydir River in 

mid-January where they found a small Aboriginal village of conical-roofed huts. They 

followed the Gwydir west and made it to the Barwon River by the end of the month. 

Mitchell came to the correct conclusion that the Barwon flowed into the Darling 

River and decided not to proceed any further.[15] 
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1933 Rail Note 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.6 
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The Gwabegar Railway Line is a railway line in the Central West and North West 
Slopes of New South Wales, Australia, which passes through the towns of Mudgee, Gulgong, 
Dunedoo, Coonabarabran and terminates at Gwabegar. 

The section from Wallerawang to Capertee was opened on 15 May 1882; the section from 
Capertee to Rylstone on 9 June 1884; the section from Rylstone to Mudgee on 10 September 
1884; the section from Mudgee to Gulgong on 14 April 1909; the section from Gulgong to Dunedoo 
on 28 November 1910; the section from Dunedoo to Binnaway on 2 April 1917; the section from 
Binnaway to Coonabarabran on 11 June 1917; and the section from Coonabarabran to Gwabegar 
on 10 September 1923. 

Grain was formerly shipped from silos at locations such as Gwabegar, Baradine, and 
Bugaldie, on the now closed section of line north of Binnaway.[21] Silos continue in use at locations 
such as Neilrex and Birriwa. The flour mill sidings at Gulgong are no longer connected to the line. 
 

 
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_West_(New_South_Wales)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_West_Slopes,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_West_Slopes,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coonabarabran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwabegar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wallerawang_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capertee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rylstone,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binnaway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwabegar_railway_line#cite_note-21
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1850 Wyld Map  Cartiography for Sir Thomas Mitchell Surveyor General  
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https://youtu.be/vT2CCxXcmF8 

Video of Cunningham Exploration 1825 

 

 
 

 

NUNDEWAR RANGE FROM THE NORTH-WEST, 12TH JANUARY. 
Left to right: Mount Albuera, Mount Riddell, Mount Frazer, Courada. 

 

 

Gwydir River 

https://youtu.be/vT2CCxXcmF8


 SSHEG Community Cultural Heritage Sense of Place Health Initiative in 2020  

Facebook: Ssheg View       Without Prejudice     Email:ssheg@hotmail.com         ARTC Inland Rail Feb 2021 3/2/2021  Page  33 

 

 

ARTC 
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“Captain William Russell Immigrant 1837 purchasing Ravensworth 

Estate 1853 in Patricks Plains with properties Wallangra in Inverell District, 

and Squatting Runs in Gwydir District; included his holdings as Blue Nobby of 

35,000 acres grazing 18,000 sheep, Eena of 50,000 acres capable of running 

18,000 sheep, Tucka Tucka of 35,000 acres capable of running 1,800 cattle, all 

in conjunction with G. Burges [sic].175” 

 


