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RE: EIS for Angus Ploce Mine Extension Project (SSD - 56021

On beholf of Generol Electric, pleose occept comments on the Environmentol lmpoct
Stotement (ElS) for the proposed Angus Ploce Mine Extension Project.

Generol Electric

GE is o globol provider of technologies, services ond finonce with o long estoblished
presence in Austrolio. lndeed, GE's first project in New South Woles wos the instollotion

of motors on gotes of Pyrmont Bridge in Sydney in 1902. All nine of GE's businesses - GE

Copitol, GE Lighting, GE Aviotion, GE Heolthcore, GE Tronsportotion, GE Mining, GE Energy

Monogement, GE Power & Woter ond GE Oil & Gos - work with locol portners ond

customers in NSW where we employ olmost 1500 stoff.

ln oddition to its work with industry portners ond customers, GE hos lioised with
policymokers ot the three levels of government to exploin its shored priority of mojor

resource projects being developed sustoinobly ond the odoption of technologies ond best
proctice by proponents should be recognized in the EIS process.

One of the locol portners GE hos worked with is Centenniol Cool Compony Ltd ond we

would seek odditionol opportunities to extend thot relotionship to the proposed mine

extension projects.
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ln terms of the Springvole Mine Extension Project, GE notes the comprehensive onolysis

of key issues os per the Director-Generol's Environmentol Assessment Requirements,

including woter resources, oir quolity ond greenhouse gos emissions.

Woter

GE notes the EIS stotes "mine woter dischorges into the surfoce cotchment hove o neutrol

effect on woter quotity since the beneficiol use of thot woter os potentiol drinking woter is

mointoined".

GE's experience is treotment technologies con recover more thon 90% of produced woter

from resource projects, such os the development cool seom gos, or the dewotering of

mine sites. The woter con be treoted to o potoble (drinking woter)stondord.

Air quolity

GE notes the EIS stotes the project is "predicted to comply with oll relevont oir quolity

criterio of representotive receptors during construction, operotion ond rehobilitotion". ll
olso stotes "operotionoldust sources include cool hondling focilities (conveyor tronsfer

points), cool crushing; wheel generoted dustfrom unpoved roods; ventilotion shoft

emissions; ond wind erosion from cleored lond".

GE's experience is thot cool dust suppression solutions ore prioritized for workploce

heolth ond sofety, environment (minimising contominotion ond pollution), reduced

inventory losses, reduced woter ond energy usoges for dust control. Progroms such os

wetting ogents, binders, crusting ogents, fooming ogents ond foom binders hove

demonstroted:
. reduced dusting ot generoting stotions ond cool terminols with up to 90% less

cool dust

during unlooding, stock-out ond reclomotion;

o significont reduction of oxidotion; ond

. significont reduction of BTU losses due to oxidotion ond weothering.

Greenhouse goses

GE notes the EIS stotes the "toto/ lifetime direct (scope L) emissions from the proiect ore

estimoted to be opproximotely 42,473t COz-e per onnum, which is relotively smo// os this

represents opproximotety 0.03% of /VSW GHG emissions ond 0.0L% of Austrolto's toto/

GHG emissions".

Furthermore, the EIS stotes odditionol meosures being implemented by Springvole Cool

include:

. cost-effective meosures to improve energy efficiency;



. regulor mointenonce of plont ond equipment to minimize fuel consumption;

. considerotion of energy efficiency in plont ond equipment selection; os well os

¡ investigoting, ot o corporote level, meosures thot moy be token to offset scope 1-

emissions from Angus Ploce Colliery's operotions.

GE's own experience, through its ecomoginotionrM initiotive, shows the initiotives thot con
be token to reduce GHG emissions ond improve energy intensity. Bosed on o 2004

boseline, GE hod set itself the torget of reducing GHG emissions by 25% by 2015 ond
improve its operotions energy efficiency by 5oo/o over the some period; by 2012, GE's GHG

emissions hod been reduced by32o/o ond energy intensity improved by the some rote
(32o/ol. GE works with customers ond portners globolly with o ronge of products to
improve their use of energy ond reduce the corbon intensity of their operotions.

Conclusion

GE commends the project's economic injection "into the locol, regionol, stote ond notionol
economies for the life of the project. This expenditure is likely to generote odditionol
economic octivity ond flow on effects, providìng further employment opportunities".

GE believes the comprehensive EIS ond commitments of the proponent con minimize the
project's environmentol impocts ond moximize its economic benefits during the
development, operotion ond rehobilÌtotion of the Angus Ploce Cool Mine Extension

Project.

lf GE con provide odditionol informotion or clorificotion, pleose contoct Government
Affoirs, Finonce ond Policy Director (Austrolio, New Zeolond ond Popuo New Guineo) Mr

Kirby Anderson on (07) 300L 4339 or kirby.onderson@qe.com

Kirby Anderson
Director - Government Affoirs, Finonce & Policy
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