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26 SSD-9787 Nihon University Newcastle Campus – Urban Design Response 

We refer to City of Newcastle's (CoN) letter of response to the proposed Nihon University Newcastle Campus and 
provide the following comments in reply to the items raised in their correspondence. 

 

i. I tem 1 Urban Des ign  

 

Following the presentation of the proposal for the Nihon University Newcastle Campus to CoN's Urban Design 
Consultative Group (UDCG) October 17th 2018, the CoN provided comments from the UDCG to the proponent. 
As a consequence, the proponent's architecture team undertook a review of the project and amended the design 
to accommodate the two main points as indicated below. 

 

In response to the above point 1, the facade design of the two new buildings either side of the existing historic 
courthouse has been refined to provide a mix of both horizontal and vertical detail elements to respond the varying 
character of the neighbouring built environment.  

In particular, banks of vertical blades on each of the new buildings divides their frontages and reduces the 
apparent length of their overall profiles while giving definition to their elevations and echoing the proportional 
breakup of the former courthouse facade. As well, the vertical blades in conjunction with their horizontal battened 
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counterparts provide a softening detail to the building facades and reflect the fine detailing of the former 
courthouse while also referencing the traditional architecture of Japan. 

We believe these changes to the new building elevations satisfies the intent of the UDCG's request for a 
combination of horizontal and vertical massing in the facade to be a better fit with the area. 

 

 

In response to the above point 2, the facade design for the two new buildings either side of the existing historic 
courthouse has been varied so that they each appear different in detail yet maintain a similar architectural 
language. 

The refined design has arranged the break-up of the banks of vertical blades on the eastern dormitory building as 
similarly proportioned facade elements, while the design on the western teaching building presents the vertical 
blades as column-like elements along the length of the facade. The equally proportioned break-up to the eastern 
building elevation reflects a more enclosed and protected frontage along with punch window fenestration for the 
residents of the dormitory, while the broader position of the column blades and large commercial style glazing on 
the western building demonstrates the open nature of the learning environment within. 

 

Previous north elevation façade design presented at UDCG meeting on October 17th 2018 – “Symmetric 
Horizontal” scheme 
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Current north elevation façade elevation design (as submitted): 
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We believe these changes to the new building elevations satisfies the intent of the UDCG's request for the different 
functions of the two buildings being expressed. If there are any questions regarding the above information, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

 

 

Katherine Daunt 

Design Director | Registered Architect - NSW ARBN 9981 
Email: katherine.d@dwp.com 
File: 17-0347_A-a04memo_ejc-dwp 
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