
Vivien Ward
  

14lh Decembet 2O14

(address not for publication)
Planning Services
Departmont ol Planning and Environmenl
GPO 9ox39
Sydney NSW 20Ol

Attention : Direclor - infraslructure

Re; CBD and South EaEt Lighl Rail
Modlfìcation Appllcation (SS1 eO42 MODI)

Dear Sir / Madam

I oblectro the modlllcdon forthe South Eæt Ught Rall.

The change to fie liloorc Pe¡t tunnelllrq and the change of lhe Allson Road stop cause hugely undesirab¡e
impaas. There are lurther concerns on the Randwick line, and of course In relalion to existing issues on the
llne to Kings{ord. Tlrelu la no envlmnmêntal regûd ln thlo propoeal, et en though tl le lmposlng eo
slgnlficemry on the Centennlal Paddands. The engineering for tha lunnel ls one thlng; the dreadful impacts
proposed for Alison Road verge on vandaflsm, and are totally avoidable.

I aleo object to th€ rush with whlch this is boíng implemented, especlally considering the serious ímpacts.
Submissions close on December 17 (atler only 2 weeks'notificatlon ol some signilicant changes). Mr Goodling
gtetecl that h¡s lÍmelable is to have thg PPP oontract compleled be{ore the end of 2014. The obvious ques{ion is
whether this is all just a 'done deal', Mr Goodllng etaled et lhe public meel¡ng on l Oth December thst tfie
lmornatlonrl Coneorllurn who arÞ manled the contract wlll do t{re flnal deolgn procsae úor thls prolect

The Centennlat Partlande : llre Gentennlal Psrklande are loyed and hugeìy yalued.

Thls arca of lhe pþlect le wlthln the C€mennlal Pad<lands. Your document allows for 'property acquisition'
on p.06 ( F1 and F2 ). Moro than 125 years ago far-eeefng planners set aside this area as 'a park fof the
æople'. Cer¡lennial Park was lhe sile for lhe nation's FederAfon ceromony- The design ol lhe Park was for a
formal, Viclorian centre opening oul lo less cultivated perimelers.

Already your work is clearly lmpacting ¡n Moors Park, tuming the pavad walk of commemorative Fedelation
Way into a car park es you proceed wilh unheralded tre€ removal and clearlng of the grassed parkland. You
are alterlng lhe terrain. At lhe edge of the Pqrkland you are removing the long-eelÊblished barr¡or that has
protected the f¡olds to a largo degreo from tho impacts of t¡affic on Anzac Parade, and even the wederly winds.

Now your modllicallon for the stop ln Allson Road proposes an oven worae impact against Centennial Park.
Given Mr Goodling's eplen$¡on, lhis wíll not be cerrid oul in accordance wlth any tle{ailed plan bul according
to the ldeae of 'an lntematlonal Consortlum'. lf tte Govemment thlnks thtt thle parltland can lust bs taken eo
fieely why uuould the Consortlum have eny rcspect for lt? Tho lmmedlste and long term lmpecie could be
dwaetatlng, There la nøthlng ln your dæument to glve any confldence for üte outco,no herc,

Some speclflc rtodfficdons of colæem :

1. Antac Parade tunnelllng.

Cleaily lhe changed process lo bo used, because of the sandy soil, will res¡.¡lt in evên morê tree removals.
Thare will be direct removals, but also impacts on roots end canopies with the process of wideníng the road to
procede with stabilisation will potenl¡a¡ly leed to furlher troe loss. Çommemoratlve tree'lined Anzac Parade
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running through lovely parkland will become only a memory.

2- The ltloorc Paft etop modlflcmion,

The height reductlon woutd seem to be an improvement, however h is dllficull to ascertain the full impact hero.

This musl st¡ll be a significant stfucluro in the park, bul how would you know? lt is not clear how far beyond the

bus road the rail lines are in the park. Ttre lnlormstlon end dlagrameæo ofren seem only b öerlndlcetlve'.
(Figures 3.5 and 3.6 have no scale.)

It ls very clear that tfre úocus of thls llne and thls s¡op ls 'malor events'. There may be a need br this at
tlmeg, lt always seemed thal'maJor'sporting events and UNSW are the designed beneliciaries of the light rail
given the very few stops on fiis line. Aga¡nst that I lot ol parkland will be seriously affscled, and puÞlic

Iransport for iesidentsol suburbs soulh-ot he¡e will ofler many fewef optlons than there are currently, along wlth
longer Journeys aesoc¡ated with more transport changes.

3. The nenrAllson Road otop"

You malre ll clear thst thle le plmarlly for ttre beneflt of the fao&qourse-

t¡Uhon Mr Goorlllng spoke al the most recent publlc meêt¡ng he mado lt dear that a maln rêgaon for thls
change waa so thst tlro racecource could retaln bueee on thelr elde ol the !otd, e8 rvell as hevlng llghl rall.

The modlfication involves :

(a) removal of qll trees along the side of Centennial Park, from Doncaster Avenue lo Darley Road.

Flgur€ 3.22 lndlcetcs the appalllng ertenl of th¡€ deveÊtmlon, ercendlng ilghl to the treee growlng
beslde the pond.

Ftgure 3.21 muet be mleleadlng. Thee er€ no t¡oee le'fl lhere, and you wlll obvloualy not plant tæee
âdlæ@nl to lho ove?head wlree. The rall trsck is shown at road level even though lhe êmbankrnant is lo be
raised. The proposed revegetation is a pathetic substítute for what exists at present.

(b) a 3m relaining wellto the eeEt ol tho l¡ght rail, wilh admltted visual impacts .

(c) admitted increased flooding lor Centennial Park.

(tl) kaffic changes at Darley Road. There cen currenlly be congestion and lratfic delays here, even w¡lhoul
the added complication of a very long ligtrt rall. (There is a eignificant entry to Contennial Park at Darley
Road' which could be of more value to many people who prefer lo spend weekend time in the Park, with
family or friends, or just for their own enjoymenl, ùan gefting wasted at the races.)

Efltscb ofthese changee :

( I ) Theoe changeo glve thle traneport prcpo,oel do¡nlnaung control oner tfre vleual and envlronnrenlal
quellly of fhþ south-weat area of Cenþnnisl PülG Obvlously wilh overhEad wires there can never be a

tree-lined embankmenl here again. For Centennial Park there cen never be shaded walkways here again.
There can be no softening of lratfic no¡sê. There can be no prolection lrom westerly winds. There can be no

visual barrier against tho bu¡ldings ol the racecoursê and beyond.

m. Noto : Flgure 3.19 ehowe a broken blue llne beslde lhe 2 rall htcks. Mr Goodling said that thls
indicates a 3rd rail track, for use if an extre 'lrain' is needEd lor a major event, Glven thst, hos, much ft¡fther
lnto Centonnlal Par* le land taken? Tlre prcpoeed 3m rctalnlng rvell must bo qulte close to the ponde. Thle
ls lust wrong.

( ll) Floodlng. The plan to protect the rail line and the râ¡l 'elabling'fiom flood risk falls on Centennial Park
having to take the lighl rail's pmblem. There ís no explanatlon of exactly whal lhet meens,
other then it will be achieved by a ralsed levae bank. There must need to be changes to the
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existing waler sx¡t lacílity, with changes to the €mbankment and indeed wlth the ¡ail lines
running thsre. There le no envltpnmental assessmem d thls lmpsct wlüln Ceniennlal
Parlç for example ot how long or to what erlent tlre Part wlll hqve to rctaln wdÊr.

d Note : - The statemenl that vegetation by the ponds requiles periodic inundstion suggests that no'
one has looked at what ptantE are ectuelly thero- You should also remember lhat there is
sn ldentlfled ESBS remnant beside the pond at the Doncagter Avenue area- Thât obviously
does nol requirê inundaiion. (3.7.1)

- The fact lhst th€re is a migretion ol eels from Centennlal Park via the waters that fe€d to
Botany Bay musl be taken lnto account in associated conslruclion work and / or waler
iflfrastructure changes.

- ln 2003 the water oullst was recongtructed aller tho collapse otthe embankment in Alison

Roarl in unusualcitcumslences. Th¡s reconstructed oullst has been very efficient.

Surely tñe rcoêcouÉ¡e cen oonduct hs evenB wlthor¡t causlng so much (and poteritlally further)
envlrcnnre¡rtal damage 1o the Cenlennlal Parklande. Nowadaye the actua¡ horee ¡acln0 Saems to æ
eecondary lo other reoÊaourso actlvltleo. Whlle therc must be a lol of monoy lnvolved ln the gambllng and
alcohol lndustrlee, surely our Gouemment should have eome elhlcal conslderatlons to pþtecl tho
envl¡onmental qualfty ol parftlando of such cultr¡ral end hedtage value.

Thls le nal happen|ng ln tlle ptoposol. Thls le dreadft¡l-

4, Alloon Road þWensEf Road.

The proposal gþtes lhet 25 trees will now be preserved at the racecourse, with the Raoecourse stop now on the
Cenlennial Park side of Alison Eoad. thls is mleleding. Clearly rneny, meny trees wíll go along the enlire
route of the Sorfh Ëast Light Rail lins. There are many treee here thal overhang üe road- That obviouely can'l
@-exist with tho overhead wireg of tho lÍght rail- The beautiful, shaded, tree-lined streets are also going to bo
trashed. (Similar impacts will also be seen for the entire length ol Anzac Patade 1o Kingsford on that llne).

Figures 3,27 and 3.24 show exactly the same proposaf at Moore Park, and even ln the conservatÍon area of
Mertin end Robertson Roads, There must be environmenlal impacts when the bus lane becomes shaled with
tight rail. Mr Goodling also said at a previous public mEeting thet the rcmovalotfees would be atlhe
dloc¡€llon of the contra¿"tore and tñelr economles - ¡t can be elçansive to remove trees. This might
determine thât some trees erc reteined, he said. Nowheæ ls thele any examlnallon ol tfie envlronmental
lmpacts of lhls ryholesale rcnroval of lrceo. Nowhere lo there a ooeüng of the value of all theee
estsbllehed and elgnlñcant trses. The t¡e€s cannot be eplaced llke for llke, nor can extenelve etretchee
of thls llg]lt rall rou¡o bo r8plan¡srl al all due to lnte¡'ference wlth lhe lnfrastrucü¡re.

11 ¡s m¡slead¡ng to suggêEt that the preservaüon of Tey Røsenæ is a greal lhing when lhe edge ol Centennial
Park, the slreetscape of all roads oÍ the route, and High Cross Park are alJ being deye$aled-

5. Hlgh Gross Park.

The modlficellon documem does not gþe deûalls aboul tho worcened lmpacte from ltre longer tlght rall
vehlclee and tñe nec@ssgf|ly longer platform at Hlgh Grcee Paí<. At the 1üh Decembsr public meeting Mr
Goodling lnitially sald lhat there would only over bs one vehicle in the Park el e time, but later sa¡d lhere could
be two. Discussion suggested an understanding within the community that the lines wlll blte luilher into the
Park, There ls very wldeepruad local concem aboutwñst la propoeed for illgh Crcoe Park, and øn
absolurely wldeoprcad leetlng that you fust donrt care.

8. Lor¡ger vehfcles snd elgnalled lntersectlono.

Longer vehicles are proposed to match current passenger numbars provided by existing transpott lor
rasldents in this area. Mr Goodling admined thet the'ideal'number of llght rall passengers in fonger vehicles
doês nol match lhe reality. There {s no certainty that this very elçensiva projecl will match oristing carrying
capacity. lt puzzlod me to road in The Sydney Mornlng Heraøln9f. fie proposed longer vehlcles are used in
very few places in the world, I lhink it said Casablsnca and Tunis hed long vehicles.
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Glearlythe light railvehicles will need to have uninterru¡ed trips. (ll ¡t is roo diftlcult lo have more stops for
passengers úecause they elow lhe joumey, there can be no stopping lor lraff¡c-) The proposed longer vehicles
ànd sigñdled intersections could have impaclE on lrafflc flow. Afler all, in this area of Sydney there are iusl not

ahernalive routes for traffic. Consider how lmporlanl Avoca Street is as a route to many resldenlial areas here.

There is potential for ongoing and serious lraffic congeslion- People who llve in suburbs around Aneac Parade
ate v6ry concerned âbout the change of the Klngstord roundabout lo a signalled inlergection- of course
Þuslnessas who face the potential clearways along High Street and Anzac Parada have been given no combrl.

7. Conslructlon zonee.

Currsnt work ln fvloo¡e Park ls buildlng a cyclist / pedestrian bridge 10 be reedy for the 2015 Worlcl Cup Crickel
event. large areas ol parkland have been taken for construct¡on zones for lhat work. Th€re ar€ not indications
ln your Modification Proposal of just where your oonstruc'lion zones might be, wilh their own Potent¡ally
destructive impac'ts.

Concluslon:

It has always seemed that the major beneficiaries of the South EeEl Liglrt Rail are 10 be lhe football and cricket
sladiurns, the rececourso and UNSW. This Modlficatlon does give emphasis lo the importance ol'Major
Events'. (There is referencs to an improvemeri tor TAFE with the naw Allson Road stop. There has been liltle
relerence to TAFE before- lt reads just the same as saying that Tay Fìeserve will now not be imPacted. These
are not srfficient justifications for the destructive environmenlal ¡mpacts ol whal ls proposed.)

It is not clear to residonts that thô expênee of this light rall wlll ¡esult in improved public transport. As Director of
this project Mr Goodling can only say that what happens with buses is not a part of his projecl. Neverlheless it
has been made clear that ciry-bound bus eervices will end for resÌdents of all these surrounding suburbs, with
lransfer to lhe light fail et High Cross Park being necessary. (Ot course, Randwick ratepayers will have 10 bear
the c.ost of providing parking at Kingsbrd with the loes of even everyday parking on such a large scale. lt
seems that always with this pio¡€c-t someone else has to pick up the pieces and costs, unless you are one ol the
key beneficiaries.)

ln this process toùelly uneeceptebls erwlronmental lmpacts ar€ lneyttEble. lt doeB not seem üet lhe ptol8cl
has any concem wltlr thls at all. You are daaling with Parklands lhat have greet cultulel and horilage value,
and you don'l seem to care at all abor¡t lhe devastation. I doubl thel enyone who is fsmlllar with the proposal
has any confidence thet lhere could be any successful remedlatlon lor whal will be destroyed. Thle le
obnlously proved by tirle very Modlflcdon, wlth lts chenge of tlte Allson Foad Sp ln orúer þ beneflt the
râcecoun8e.

At the very least more time needs lo be taken. More caroful, acculate and ttuthlul inlormation 'n needed, along
with genuine assessrn@nt of environmenlal impaas. Otherwise our precious parkland ie simply baing letl lo the
mercy ol contractors. This is not dght. A very serious f€think is needed-

Yours sincerely

,Q'41oa*

Vivien Ward
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