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CB 
10 December 2020 
 
The Manager 
Department of Planning, Industry & Environment 
Locked Bag 5022 
Parramatta NSW 2124 
 
Attention: Natasha Homsey 
 
 
SSI-10040 - PROJECT ENERGY CONNECT (NSW – WESTERN SECTION) 
 
I refer to your correspondence regarding the subject Application which was referred to Transport 
for NSW (TfNSW) for assessment and comment. 
 
From the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) prepared by TransGrid dated October 2020 it is 
understood that the proposal referred to as Project Energy Connect – (NSW-western Section) 
includes the construction and operation of new 330kV transmission lines between the SA/NSW 
border and Buronga, an upgrade and expansion of the existing Buronga substation from an 
operating capacity of 220kV to 330kV and an upgrade of the existing transmission lines between 
Buronga and the NSW/Victoria border. 
 
From the information provided the proposed route for the transmission lines between the SA/NSW 
Border and Buronga will traverse multiple public roads including 3 classified roads - Renmark Road 
(MR68), Silver City Highway (HW22) and Pooncarie Road (MR68). The Buronga substation is 
located with frontage and access to Arumpo Road (MR431) which is also a classified road. The 
additional works between Buronga and the NSW/Victoria border will cross Arumpo Road (MR431) 
and the Sturt Highway (HW14). 
 
The supporting documentation provided for the project refers to a number of issues that are still to 
be confirmed. Of particularly interest to TfNSW is the proposed sites for the construction 
compounds and the workers camps, the haulage routes for the large components and the proposed 
methodology for the stringing of the lines over public roads and waterways. Discussions held on 
18 November 2020 attended by representatives of the proponent, DPIE and TfNSW acknowledged 
that additional information was required to address key transport related issues to allow for an 
informed assessment of the application.  
 
TfNSW has reviewed the proposed site for the work camp to be located with frontage and access 
to the Silver City Highway north of Wentworth and has concerns regarding the location of the site 
remote from Wentworth within a high speed environment. It is understood that the information 
provided in the EIS does not reflect the latest intentions for the location of the workers camp and 
compound sites for this project. It is understood that there are now 2 sites considered for this 
purpose. One compound located near to the existing substation located to the north of Buronga 
and will be accessed from Arumpo Road (MR431).The other compound site located near Fort 
Courage Caravan Park and will be accessed via Renmark Road (MR68).  
 



Both Arumpo Road and Renmark Road are classified roads and the impact of traffic generated by 
the proposed compound sites will need to be assessed by TfNSW. To enable this more detailed 
information is required in relation to the location of the site located on Renmark Road as well as a 
breakdown of the size and type, and number of vehicles required to access each site on a daily 
basis. The potential impact on the intersection of Renmark Road with the Silver City Highway will 
also need to be addressed. 
 
Section 18.4.5 refers to the potential haulage routes however the submitted documentation 

provides limited information in relation to the number and size of the oversize and overmass 

(OSOM) vehicles required to deliver components, including substations. The documentation lists 

four potential haulage routes depending on the port of origin of the components, including from 

Melbourne and Adelaide. The information provided does not currently address details of potential 

pinch points and specific mitigation measures required. More detailed information is required to 

allow for an informed assessment of the potential impacts on the road network.  

 

The logistics associated with the transportation of materials for the development needs to be 

addressed. When the preferred haulage route is selected a full and independent risk analysis and 

inspection of the route may be required to be prepared and supplied for comment. Further analysis 

and reporting to assess possible damage to, and repair of the route will be required on a regular 

basis. 

 
The construction of temporary access tracks to the construction works from the public road network 
will require assessment and approval from the relevant road authority prior to construction. Access 
driveways to the classified road network shall be kept to a minimum. Table 18-4 TA1 lists the 
proposed mitigation measures to address access related issues. In additional to the items listed 
the following items need to be considered. 
 
As a minimum any driveway to a construction compound or camp site from the classified road 
network shall be constructed as a rural property access driveway as per the Austroads Guide to 
Road Design to a minimum width to accommodate 2 way traffic and be sealed for at least 10 metres 
from the edge of the carriageway. Access driveways to the public road network shall be located at 
a site that complies with the required sight distance criteria as per the Austroads Guide to Road 
Design for the posted speed limit and be designed for the swept path of the largest vehicles likely 
to access that driveway. TA1 refers to the potential need for acceleration and deceleration lanes at 
access driveways to construction compounds and camp site locations. 
 
The methodology for the stringing of power lines across the road reserve of public roads shall be 
outlined in the documentation. A section 138 approval and a Road Occupancy Licence will be 
required for works within the road reserve of a classified road. 
 
A Traffic Management Plan shall be prepared in consultation with the relevant road authorities 
(Council and Transport for NSW) to outline measures to manage traffic associated with the 
construction and operation of the development including the movement of plant and components 
to the site. The Traffic Management Plan for the movement of oversize plant to the site shall involve 
the appointed transport contractor. The plan shall focus on the management of traffic generated by 
the development, the potential impacts, the measures to be implemented, and the procedures to 
monitor and ensure compliance. It shall address, but not necessarily limited to; 

i) measures to be employed to manage the movement of construction and worker vehicles 
to the site to limit disruption to other motorists, emergency vehicles and school bus 
timetables 

ii) precautionary measures such as signage to inform other road users of the construction 
activities for the project, 



iii) Details of traffic routes to be used by heavy vehicles associated with the project, 
including any necessary route or time restriction for oversized vehicles, 

iv) the details of any oversize and overmass haulage, including exact transport routes, 
road-specific mitigation measures, haulage timing, etc and any special permits required 
to be obtained, 

v) measures to maximise the use of a low frequency (regular) trucking schedule rather 
than intermittent high frequency (campaign) trucking schedule to minimise convoys or 
platoons, 

vi) Proposed hours for construction and plant movement activities, 
vii) any required changes to the existing road environment along the proposed routes such 

as intersection upgrade, road widening, temporary street closures, removal and 
replacement of road infrastructure, etc, and 

viii) contingency plans to address disruptions to haulage due to low visibility eg heavy rain 
periods, fog etc or closure of the haulage route, 

ix) a Driver Code of Conduct to address such items as; appropriate driver behaviour 
including adherence to all traffic regulations and speed limits, safe overtaking and 
maintaining appropriate distances between vehicles, etc and appropriate penalties for 
infringements of the Code, 

x) appropriate vehicle maintenance and safety, 
xi) emergency response plans,  
xii) procedures for informing the public where any road access will be restricted as a result 

of the project, 
xiii) details of procedures for receiving and addressing complaints from the community 

concerning traffic issues associated with truck movements, and 
xiv) procedures to provide for training and compliance with and enforcement of the plan. 

 
A Plan shall be prepared in consultation with the relevant road authorities to outline measures to 
manage the movement of workers to the project site to address fatigue related issues. The plan is 
to provide initiatives to reduce traffic commuting to the development site by facilitating shuttle bus 
services. The plan is to include regular consultation with Council, Transport for NSW and NSW 
Police to address commuter traffic and commuter traffic related incidents on public roads. 
 
Transport for NSW does not object to the development in principle but request that the issues 
outlined above be addressed. 
 
Any enquiries regarding this correspondence may be referred to the Manager, Land Use, TfNSW 
(South West Region), Maurice Morgan, phone (02) 6923 6611.  
 
Yours faithfully 

Per:  
Jonathan Tasker 
Acting Director South West 


