
VNI West - We're in the final week for EIS submissions 

By Roger Knight – Executive officer of Western Murray Land improvement Group  

 

In relation to engendered species, I would like to see Australasian Bittern and Australian Painted 
Snipe included as endangered species (information provided to Transgrid in 2024) as the region 
is a known hotspot. A recommendation would be to reference Matt Herrings previous tracking 
work and possibly fund more data collection to see if the flight paths / heigh of the lines are 
impactful. I note also that there is no reference to undergrounding the lines as a part of a cost-
benefit analysis. 

  

The EIS should also reference to the fact that the route intersects 5 Ramsar sites in close 
proximity in Southern NSW and Northern Victoria and site the locations of the Ramsar listed 
forests and wetlands on a map (see below) and is an important area for listed migratory species 
such as the Black-tailed Godwit and Curlew Sandpiper (see below Draft wildlife corridor plan 
info.). Recommend the Ramsar sites and map route is provided as a map overlay in the EIS).  

  

Figure 14 – Nationally and internationally significant wetlands in the Edward Wakool 
system (Part of the Mid-Murray region) 

 

  



In previous correspondence, I have also provided information on the nature of the biodiversity 
hotspot and the Edward-Wakool system being recognised as a top 10 biodiversity hotspots in 
Australia as a prospective corridor due to its species richness as per 2012 National Wildlife 
Corridors Plan: https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/FullTextFiles/070942.pdf (See information 
below): 

  

https://library.dbca.wa.gov.au/FullTextFiles/070942.pdf


 

  

  



 

  



 

I would also like to see the location of private conservation agreements outlined in the EIS as 
per example above in the Draft Wildlife Corridor Plan. 

  

I think it would also be a positive to provide information as to the amount of biodiversity offsets 
that will be required in the region and economic value. I think this is a positive social and 
economic story to promote, as it provides the opportunity for local farm income diversification 
and a buffer against adverse events such as droughts and floods prevalent in the region. This 
would also assist groups like ours start to plan with community and possibly aggregate multiple 
properties for landscape scale impact for BSA’s stacked with other possible benefits such as 
complimentary measures, especially riparian corridors where environmental water will be 
targeted as a ‘not just add water’ approach (See MDBA’s Early Insights Paper). 

  

We have completed a River Country Biolink project with Mulloon Institute as an example (see 
attached), that is seeking funding for further assessment prior to BSA submission located 
upstream of the Concorde property on the Merran system. See extract below from the Mulloon 
River Country Biolink conceptual design report that is seeking funding to get to the next state for 



action on the ground (stage 2) and is seeking to aggregate farms into a biolink to maximise 
overall landscape function and productivity.  

  

  



 

  



 

  

the Edward Wakool system is a prime candidate site for investment priority to deliver a pilot 
natural capital stewardship program as the region has the following environmental attributes; 

• Many wetlands recognised under the Ramsar Convention, and are called ‘Wetlands of 
National and International Importance’. Maintaining connectivity across Australia’s 
wetlands through seasonal water flows and networks of riparian vegetation is essential 
if we are to support and maintain these areas, which contain important habitats for 
migratory species and are centres of biological diversity (Appendix A). 

• Is recognised as having high biodiversity conservation value and concentrated scientific 
research in the region. This is noted in the following; 

o Recognition of the importance of the region in the Draft National Wildlife 
Corridors Plan as one of 4 key prospective corridors in Australia (see Appendix 
A).  

o Major investment and scientific research conducted on targeted environmental 
water use in the Edward Wakool System as part of the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Office’s 5 year Long-Term Intervention Monitoring Project, 
and now Monitoring, Engagement and Research (MER) project (see Appendix C). 

o Supporting wildlife survey and habitat data including recommendations for 
threatened species enhancement. Refer to Murrakool Wildlife Survey, 
‘’Murrakool - Magnificent Diversity, Precarious Future, Herring, 2013’. 

o Community developed Murray Catchment Action Plan that aligns to the land 
management actions addressed in this proposal (Refer to Appendix I). 

o Murray Biodiversity Management Plan 

• A community engaged and active in NRM and regenerative agriculture practices. 

Suggest information outlined above is referenced in the EIS. 

  

The region should also be regarded as a high priority investment site to assist in alleviating the 
social and economic impacts. Suggest referencing the many reports on social economics 
indices etc. 

  

 


