* GrandJunction

NSW Department of Planning

6 December 2024

The Secretary

MALLEE WINDFARM EIS INADEQUATELY CONSIDER NEIGHBOURS
The EIS does not adequately consider the proposals impacts on neighbours.

Specifically, the EIS states there are no proximate landholders. This assumption is not
reasonable, and it appears the assumption has the self-serving goal of avoiding
analysis of impacts to neighbouring land.

-

The EIS has not considered the current and projected growth of Buronga Gol Gol.
Several subdivisions on and around Native Ridge Lane in Gol Gol are not considered
by the EIS. Similarly projected residential growth at North Gol Gol is not considered.

The EIS inadequately considers the Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan which incorporates
a high residential growth rate and expansion east and north of Gol Gol.

EIS FAILS TO CONSIDER IMPACTS ON WOORLONG STATION

Grand Junction Pty Ltd is an owner of Lot 2 DP 1233260 (“Lot 2”) which together with
Lot 1 DP 1182353 (“Lot 1”) forms Woorlong Station. The EIS contains no mention of
consultation with Grand Junction Pty Ltd or the owners of Woorlong Station. We
submit the reason is that the consultation was both extremely limited consultation in
2022/3 that was unfavourable to the Project and the Proponent has deliberately
excluded this information.

The Mallee Wind Farm has numerous impacts on Woorlong Station which included:

e Multiple wind turbines close by with consequential visual, sound and fire risk
impacts

¢ Met mast on boundary

e 10 kilometres of high voltage powerline on boundary with minimal setback

e Switching station on boundary with minimal setback

The Proponent is specifically misleading the Department of Planning by excluding the
following information:

e |t is stated in the Rex J Andrews Transport Study that the Project can
potentially utilize Danson’s Road as an alternate access road when the
Proponent knows this is a private road and that the Project has specifically
been denied access to it.

e Substantial tourism and residential plans for Lot 1 and Lot 2

e Inclusion of Lot 1 in Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan

e Previous Council support for rezoning of Lot 1 for tourism purposes
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e Wentworth LEP Land Use Table for the RU1l zone allowing considerable
tourism activities as permitted with consent

e Agritourism policies of NSW Government which provide for tourism
development on RU1 Zoned land such as Lot 1 and Lot 2 to be exempt and
complying development

OVERWHELMING CUMULATIVE IMPACTS OF PROJECT AND SISTER MALLEE SOLAR
FARM ON WOORLONG STATION

The cumulative impact of the Mallee Wind Farm and Mallee Solar Farm on Lot 2 has
not been considered although the two projects will surround Lot 2 on three sides.

TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL ON WOORLONG STATION NOT
CONSIDERED

The Wentworth LEP RU1 zone allows numerous human uses in conflict with wind
turbines and powerlines including:

e Agritourism

Artisan food and drink industries
Cellar door premises

Dual occupancies (attached)
Dwelling houses

Kiosks

Markets

Restaurants or cafes

Secondary dwellings

In addition, Wentworth Council has previously supported rezoning of lot 1 for
tourism. Lot 1is included in the Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan.

FIRE RISK TO WOORLONG STATION

The EIS Riskcon Report states in paragraph 4.7 and 4.8 that the transformer can cause
fires and explosions but that:

“4.7 “...this incident [fire] has not been carried forward for further analysis”
“4.8 “...this incident [explosion] has not been carried forward for further analysis”

The distribution of electricity via high voltage transmission lines and associated
equipment also has the potential to cause ignition of bushfire fuels, either within or
adjoining the transmission line area.

In addition, the Mallee Solar Farm poses similar risks from the east.
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VISUAL IMPACTS / SHADOW FLICKER/ BLADE GLINT

The Mallee Wind Farm and the Mallee Solar Farm will have a dominant visual impact
on Woorlong Station. Paragraph 6.5.3.5 states that there will be shadow flicker
impacts to 11 kilometres of Arumpo Road and the western edge of Mallee Cliffs
National Park. There is no mention of shadow flicker impacts to Woorlong Station,
but it is likely the impacts will be like the acknowledged impacts to Arumpo Road and
the Mallee Cliffs National Park.

The Mallee Wind Farm wind towers will become the dominant visual impact on the
horizon from viewpoints all around Woorlong Station which will detract from tourism
and residential development potential of Woorlong Station. The EIS has inadequately
considered these impacts.

The failure of the EIS to consider the impacts of the Project on neighbours, Woorlong
Station and the Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan should require the EIS to be corrected
and re-exhibited.

Yours sincerely

Bob Wheeldon

Director

Grand Junction Pty Ltd
PG Box 448 Wentworth NSW 2648
Email bob@whegldon.com.au
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For further direction, the SIA Guideline states that the social locality should be defined by:

2.2,2

the scale and nature of the project

who may be affected by the project

whether any vulnerable or marginalised people may be affected by the project

built or natural features on or near the project that could be affected, and the intangible values that
people may associate with these features

relevant social, cultural, demographic trends or social change processes

the history of the proposed project and the area.

Social Locality for the Project

The social locality for the Project has been defined at both a localised and regional scale, given the likely
positive and negative social impacts that may be experienced. The Project Area, South West REZ boundary
and proximal projects are illustrated in Figure 2.7, to demonstrate the geographical setting of the social
locality in relevance to current developments and service townships. Table 2.1 further defines and justifies
how the social locality has been determined. It is important to note that whilst the Project is located within
NSW, the key regional service centre of Mildura, which will likely service the Project, is located within
Victoria, therefore the social locality includes and draws from data from both jurisdictions to define the
characteristics of the community relevant to the Project.

Table 2.1 Social Locality Inclusions and Justifications
Aspect [ Data Boundary ’ Locality t Reason for Inclusion
Host Iandholder‘ NA Project Area There are four host landholders, with one host
ol s B dwelling loca oject
-Boundary————
] ~J
Proximal NA 10 km from As there are no host, associated or non-
‘landholders | associated dwellings within 10 i
has been classified th I
_| dwellings to the Project. The nearest dwellings
are between 10 km and 12 km from WTGs,
predominately located within the townships of
Buronga and Gol Gol. ]
Proximal Suburb and Residents located in The SAL's of Buronga and Gol Gal are the
communitiesto | Locality (SAL) Buronga and Gol Gol. closest geographic localities, providing
the Project Area indicative insights into the communities most

likely to experience positive and negative
Project impacts.

Natural Features

NA

Mallee Cliffs National Park
Mungeo National Park
Willandra Lakes Regional

AT L B IR e e

Key natural features and areas in the locality
that are likely to be valued by residents in the
social locality and those that may visit the
area.
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Host landholders were provided regular updates regarding matters such as community and stakeholder
engagement, field survey and outcomes, visuai, noise and traffic. Questions and feedback were received
and responded to over the course of the EIS phase. This was facilitated via phone-calls, teleconferences,
written correspondence and face-to-face meetings.

5.4.2.2 Proximal Neighbours

As there are no WTGs located within ten (10) km of a non-associated landholder and no landholder

_“Bgreements have been required, SRECITIC consultation relevant to proximal landholders has not been

undertaken. Proximal neighbours have been consulted alongside the broader community as outlined in
Section 5.4.1. o

Given the above, consultation with proximal neighbours is not differentiated from the broader community
in subsequent parts of Section 5.0 of this EIS or within the SIA (Appendix 11)}.

5.4.2.3 Proximal Projects

As detailed in Section 2.5, a number of proposed projects are located in proximity of the Project including:

«  Euston Mineral Sands Project located immediately to the south and within the Project Area.
Consultation with lluka Resources Limited, the proponent of Euston Mineral Sands Project has been
undertaken and is ongoing to ensure coordinated construction, operation and decommissioning of both
projects.

¢ Mallee Solar Farm located adjacent to the southern extent of the Project Area. This project is also
proposed by Spark Renewables but is subject to a separate planning process.

& Gol Gol Solar Farm, Gol Gol Wind Farm and Gol Gol BESS projects are located west of the Project Area
and are proposed by Squadron Energy Pty Ltd. These projects have recently received SEARs at the time
of writing this EIS (Sept 2024). Consultation with Squadron Energy wili be undertaken as the projects
progress their development applications.

5.5 Outcomes of Engagement Undertaken

This section provides an overview of stakeholder feedback collected over the course of the Stakeholder
Engagement Program.

5.5.1 Community Engagement

As part of the Stakeholder Engagement Program and to support the SIA (Appendix 11) a range of
engagement mechanisms including a Project website, online and hard copy surveys, personal interviews,
and community information sessions were undertaken, Further details regarding the engagement
mechanisms are provided in Section 6.7 and Appendix 11.

In accordance with the EIS Guideline, perceived impacts and community views on the Project have been
considered in the following categories:

e the strategic context, including identifying the key natural and built features that are valued in the area
and could be affected by the Project

e the design of the Project and any alternatives considered

Mallee Wind Farm Engagement
22494 _R26_Spark_EIS_Final 116






25.2 Proximal Developments

The Cumulative impact Assessment {CIA} Guidelines for State Significant Projects (DPIE, 2022) requires
consideration of a project together with the impacts of other relevant future and existing projects in order
to determine potential cumulative impacts. The NSW Wind Energy Guideline (DPE, 2016) also identifies the
requirement to address cumulative impacts in relation to any other proposed, approved or operating wind
energy projects in the vicinity particularly with regard to landscape, noise, biodiversity and traffic impacts.

Ralles Wind Farm Strategic Content
12494_R26_Spark KIS Final #
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The CiA Guideline indicates the following future projects should be considered in the cumulative impact
assessment:

* changes to existing projects (expansion, modification, closure)
* approved projects (approved but construction has not commenced)

* projects under assessment {application for the project has been exhibited and is currently under
assessment)

 related development (development that is required for the project but subject to separate
assessment}.

Table 2.2 below lists the various other future and existing projects known to exist in the region, general
information relating to those developments, estimated construction periods and approximate distances to
the Project. Cumulative impact assessments for each relevant technical study have considered this list and
addressed potential environmental and social impacts accordingly. These cumulative impact assessments
are documented in each of the relevant technical studies noted throughout this report.

Figure 2.9 below then visually illustrates the indicative construction timelines for key projects in the region.

Overall assessment outcomes are provided in Section 6.0 with a cumulative impact summary table
provided in Appendix 22, and a summary of cumulative impact assessment findings provided in
Section 6.15.
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6.5.3.2 Impacts to Dwellings

The Visual Bulletin requires that detailed dwellings assessments be undertaken. However, there are no
non-associated dwellings or host dwellings located within 8,000 m of any WTG. Therefore, no further
assessment was required.

Approved and Proposed Residences and Dwellings-Entitlements—

/" Lots with dwelling entitlements were determined by initially considering all land parcels within 8,%111 Qf a
WTG. Consideration was then given to land zoning, minimum lot size, and whether the landholder was ari\

“associated or host landholder. N ot proy "y conE ?ﬁ@ Aee@

Two {2) entitlements were identified within 5,500 m of a WTG based on the size of the lot or the on the
basis that the lots formed part of an ‘existing” holding as defined by the LEP. It is noted that any lots that
are prohibited from dwelling entitlement based on zoning such as C zones were also excluded, including Lot
2977/DP765176 which comprises Malle Cliffs National Park.

6.5.3.3 Impacts to Landscape Character

The Project is located within a predominantly rural landscape that has not been identified as significant or
rare. The broader landscape character is dominated by established rural land which consists of modified
vast plains with little topographical variation. The LVIA determined that the Project would become a
feature within the visual landscape due to the addition of vertical turbines in a landscape offering
unencumbered views across large expanses.

There is restricted public access within Mallee Cliffs National Park, which is valued for its ecological and
environmental functions. As a result, it is unlikely that the Project would degrade the scenic value of this
landscape feature thus resulting in limited visual impact.

Generally, the Project will likely be visible in varying degrees from all five {5) LCUs that were identified and
assessed. Due to the flat topography surrounding the Project Area, dense woodlands typical of the region
and distance to urban settlements, views of the Project are likely to be fragmented. Further, no key
features were identified in the LCUs or the existing key features would remain unaltered, resulting in an
overall visual impact rating of low for all five (5) LCUs.

Willandra Lakes Region

The WLRWHA and WLRNHP are located approximately 25 km east of the nearest WTG. One {1}
photomontage {PM03) and two (2) wireframe analysis {WF01 and WF02) have been prepared to assess the
potential visual impact of the Project on the WLRWHA. it is unlikely that the Project will alter the existing
visual landscape (even where night lighting is required) and is thus unlikely to have a visual impact on the
WLRWHA, due to the distance from the Project.

6.5.3.4 Night Lighting

Night lighting is required on meteorological masts {aviation safety) and ancillary facilities {safety and
security) and has the potential to extend the visual impact of the Project into the night time, and thus
change the night time landscape character of the region.
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