
 

 
 
 
 
Your Reference SSD-66745743 
Nathan Stringer 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
Via Major Projects Planning Portal  

28 November 2024 

 
 

Submission to SSDA   
MLC School Performing Arts Centre  

 
 
Thank you for your correspondence inviting Burwood Council to comment on the State Significant 
Development Application (SSDA) and submitted documentation relating to the MLC School New 
Performing Arts Centre  
 
The SSDA relates to the development of a new Performing Arts Centre at the MLC School located 
between Park Road and Britannia Avenue, Burwood. In short, the development comprises the 
following: 
 

 Site clearing comprising – demolition of 29 Britannia Avenue, Burwood, removal of existing 
demountable and tree removal. 

 Construction of a new building to be used as a new Performing Arts and Sports Centre, 
ranging from two to three storeys, (plus roof level plant). 

 Expansion to the existing Aquatic Centre to provide a Sports Complex ranging from two to 
three storeys (plus roof level plant).  

 Retention of the existing MLC School car park access on Britannia Avenue. 
 Provision of new vehicular drop-off area, and  
 Proposed landscaping including hard and soft landscaping and replacement trees. 

  
This submission is not conclusive or able to cover all potential issues given the tight timeframe.  
 
Council supports the provision of significant development within the MLC School Campus and 
acknowledges the increasing need to keep up with the growing demands of students. 
Notwithstanding this Council has conducted a preliminary review of the SSDA documentation and 
raises the following: 
 
Urban Design 
 

 The site is located within Burwood North masterplan area which seeks significant uplift in 
planning controls. While no uplift is proposed to the subject site, uplift further north is 
envisioned. No objection as such is raised to the additional massing.  

 Notwithstanding this, careful consideration of overshadowing of Burwood Park is needed to 
protect this important community asset. The Burwood Development Control Plan Clause 
3.11.7 should be used as a guide for assessment of the application.  

 The setbacks to the north east of the site on Britannia Road appear to be insufficient for 
adequate landscape buffers considering the scale of development at this location. It is 
recommended that the proposed setback at this location is increased to allow for a proper 
deep soil planting to buffer the development from residential context to the north. 

 The proposed interface particularly at south east to Burwood Park and Britannia Road 
includes a high level of blank wall and inactivated frontages. It is recommended to reconsider 
the proposed facades at these frontages particularly to Burwood Park to enhance the 
building’s relationship with the public domain and enhance visual permeability. This can 
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happen through more active uses at this interface, glazed materials, articulation and using 
various finishes. 

 
Engineering Comments 
 

 In accordance with Local Government Act 1993 – Part 7, it is the owner’s and/ or builder’s 
responsibility to protect Council’s assets e.g. road, footpath, nature strips etc. during the 
demolition and/or construction process of the building.   

 It is noted the submitted plans including door openings over Council’s assets. This is not 
supported.  

 
Stormwater Management  
 

 A stormwater management plan shall be prepared by suitably qualified practicing hydraulic/ 
civil engineer and submitted to Council. Detailed design shall be done in terms of water 
quality requirements, water quantity and erosion and sediment control at site. The volume of 
stormwater generated as a result of new development shall be conveyed to the receiving end 
through Council’s available drainage infrastructure as directed by Council. 

 
Public Domain Improvement: 
 

 The applicant shall provide a high quality Public Domain and Streetscape Improvement 
elements and finishes on all publicly accessible areas at the property frontages in accordance 
with Council’s DCP & Public Works Element Manual. This includes but not limited to new 
footpath, kerb & gutter, nature strips, street tree planting and other streetscape features 
including road pavement re-sheeting. 

 The Public Domain and Streetscape Improvement Plan is to be submitted to and approved 
by Council prior to the issue of any construction certificate.  
 

Damage Deposit  
 

 In accordance with Council’s current Fees and Charges, a Security Deposit (Damage 
Deposit) is payable to Council by the applicant prior to the issue of any construction 
certificate. The damage deposit is fully refundable if no damage occurs 

 
Traffic  
 
The Transport & Accessibility Impact Assessment states the following: 
 

 “The subject SSDA seeks to provide improved school facilities for staff and students, with 
facilities generally available for school use only (facilities may be utilised by external visitors 
outside of school operating hours);” 

 
Details of how the facilities may be used by external visitors are required to be provided including 
details of if the on-site parking is to be made available, and if the on-site parking is adequate and in 
accordance with Council’s DCP to accommodate the visitors. 
 

 “It is common for schools to utilise on-site car parking for out-of-school hour events such as 
student performance nights, musicals etc. These types of school events have historically 
occurred at MLC School and will simply be relocated into the upgraded facilities;” 

 
Use of on-site parking for events outside of school hours should be made a requirement to mitigate 
the impact on parking in local streets. 
 

 “The school will continue to manage the abundance of on-site car parking during large 
school events;” 
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Details of how this is to occur should be provided as a Parking Management Plan. 
 
Construction Traffic Management Plan 
 
Access to Burwood Road is not permitted for eastbound traffic on Parramatta Road via Burwood 
Road as there are ‘No Right Turn ‘restrictions at this intersection. An alternate route will need to be 
determined. 
 
Swept path analysis to be undertaken for largest sized vehicles accessing the site at intersections 
such as Burwood Road and Comer Street, Britannia Avenue and Parramatta Road, as well as any 
other streets which are part of the local road network, to determine suitability and requirements to 
restrict on-street parking. 
 
Contributions  
 
Any approval should include conditions requiring the payment of contributions in accordance with 
the Burwood Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan 2024.  
 
Conclusion  
 
Burwood Council does not raise any significant objections to the proposed SSDA, despite the 
request for further information by Council’s Traffic and Transport Team. Thank you once again for 
engaging with Council. The above identified matters relate only to a preliminary review of the 
proposal within the limited timeframe provided. The comments provided and do not represent a full 
review of all potential impacts of the proposal on the site and the surrounding community. 
Following the submission of additional information further issues may be identified.  
 
Regards  

 
 
Jai Reid 
Manager City Development   



 

 


