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1. WHY IS THE PROJECT BEING PROPOSED? 

 
To have the world run on renewable energy is a wonderful idea but utopian. Even though governments 
around the world are spending billions of dollars on wind and solar farms, the world is many decades 
away of being run on renewables, if at all. 
 
Figure 1 below is from the International Energy Agency which shows that only 2% of the world’s supply 
of total amount (electricity, transport, cooking, heating and manufacturing) is generated from wind and 
solar.  Figure 2 shows that in Australia 4% of total energy comes from wind and solar.  The world’s 
desire to consume energy is growing and its reliance on fossil fuels being coal, gas and oil, is still very 
significant. 
 
The world and particularly Asia, is demanding Australia’s high grade and very efficient coal. If Australia 
does not supply Asia with our high-grade coal, then Asia will find other supply sources, the quality of 
which is inferior to Australia’s. 
 

 
Figure 1 
 
International Energy Agency graph showing that in 2019 2% of the world’s total energy consumption 
was generated by wind and solar while 27% was generated by coal.  
 
The growth of the percentage of wind and solar generation is very slow & the world will have to rely on 
coal and the other fossil fuels for several decades. 
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Figure 2 
 
International Energy Agency graph showing that in 2020 4% of Australia’s total energy consumption 
was generated by wind and solar with 32% of our energy came from coal. 
 
Australia claims to be the world’s leader in renewable energy but, just like the rest of the world, the 
growth of renewable energy in Australia is very slow. 
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2. CAUSES OF GLOBAL WARMING/CHANGE 

 
 
17th & 18th Century Little Ice Age 
 
Figure 3 illustrates ‘recorded history’ when, between 1600 & 1800 weather records in London show that 
the Thames River regularly froze over in winter. The Baltic Sea and many other rivers in Europe would 
also freeze over during these winters.  

Figure 3 

 

 
 
What caused this Little Ice Age? It was not caused by human intervention but by a decrease in the Sun’s 
activity.  
 
Figure 4 shows that in 1700 the Sun’s activity was at its lowest over the last 1000 years – and the Earth 
was at its coolest in the last 1000 years. Since 1700 the Sun’s activity has been gradually increasing 
and so has the Earth’s temperature.  Figure 4 shows the activity of the Sun’s solar flares and sunspots 
between 1000AD and 2000AD and that currently the Sun’s activity is at its highest in 1000 years. 

 
Figure 4 
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As a result of the increase in the Sun’s activity over the 20th Century, Figure 5 shows that from 1910 to 
1980 Australia’s average temperature rose one degree without significant human climate change 
influences. It also shows that the rate of increase of temperature between 1910 to 1925, 1950 to 1965 
and 1995 to 2010 are all similar. This is compelling evidence that human intervention is not the direct 
cause of the world’s temperature rise. 
 

Figure 5 – CSIRO’s Graph of Australia’s Temperature Rise Since 1910 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 2021 report claims that, since 1750 
solar activity has had a negligible influence as a driver of climate change. See Figures 6A & 6B below. 
Such a claim seems extraordinary particularly when considering the activity of Sun has been 
scientifically proven to have a dominant influence on the Earth’s climate. Why is the IPCC dismissing 
such well-established scientific fact? Is it because such a scientific fact does not fit with its narrative? 
 
To suggest that greenhouse gases have been causing global warming since 1750 seems incredible. 
The world’s first coal fired power stations & cars were not built until the late 19th century so where did 
the human generated greenhouses gases come from between 1750 and 1900? 
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Figure 6A – Title Page – IPCC Report 
 
 

 
 

Figure 6B – Extract from IPCC Report 
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3. Earth’s Carbon Dioxide Levels v Temperature Change 
 
 
A very significant graph is in Figure 7 below which plots the amount of carbon dioxide in the Earth’s 
atmosphere and Earth’s surface temperature during the life of our planet. There is no direct correlation 
between changes of the atmospheric level of carbon dioxide and the Earth’s temperature. This graph 
was part of a presentation by Dr Patrick Moore – a Co-Founder of Greenpeace. 
 

Figure 7 Carbon Dioxide v Earth’s Surface Temperature 
 
 

 

 
 
The levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and the Earth’s surface temperature have both changed 
dramatically over the history of the Earth and definitely without human intervention. It is noted that the 
current and recent levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere are at record low levels and started 
increasing about 500 years ago before the above-mentioned Little Ice Age.  
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4. VEGETATION INCREASE DUE TO CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS 

 
In 1990 the carbon dioxide content in the atmosphere was 360 parts per million or 0.036%. In 2020 the 
level of carbon dioxide had increased to 410 parts per million or 0.041%. 
 
Carbon dioxide is a very essential gas for life on earth. If the level of carbon dioxide the atmosphere 
was reduced to less than 280 parts per million, life would cease to exist on our planet. Carbon dioxide 
is essential for plants to grow & flourish. The flowers displayed in a florist shop are grown in glasshouses 
where the carbon dioxide level is artificially elevated to 1200 parts per million to improve and quicken 
the growth process. 
 
The ‘greening’ of the planet would be a great benefit to all forms of life on Earth and in particular it will 
benefit agricultural crop production. This ‘greening’ is happening. 
 
Research carried out by the CSIRO in conjunction with Australian National University determined that 
between 1982 & 2010 the ‘greening’ in the world’s major arid regions increased by 11%. See Figures 8 
and 9. 
 
 

 
 
 

Figures 8 and 9 – Showing Results of CSIRO’s Research on Global Increase in 
Plant Life over the past 30 Years 

 
Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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Using NASA satellite data, it has been calculated that from 1982 to 2015 the amount of foliage in the 
world has increased by 20 million square kilometres which is a 13% increase over the Earth’s total land 
mass due to the increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. See Figure 10.  
 

 
 

Figure 10 – Showing Results of NASA’s Research on Global Increase in Plant 
Life from 1982 to 2015  

 
 

 
 
Carbon dioxide emissions are not as devastating to the Earth as many say they are. It must be 
recognised that carbon dioxide is essential for the continuing existence of life on Earth. Increasing the 
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increases the amount of life on Earth.  
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Further, a study of the number of trees in Australia suggests that Australia’s natural environment is far 
healthier than has recently been reported. Figure 11 is part of a report prepared by the Australian 
National University (ANU) which estimates that there are 24 billion trees in Australia with that number 
increasing by about 200 million trees per year. This significant growth has occurred due to the increase 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. 
 

 
Figure 11 – Extract from the ANU Report 
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5. DEATHS DUE TO HEAT AND COLD 

 
Figure 12 below is an extract from a 2019 Monash University research project which revealed that over 
4.6 million people die each year from cold weather and 480,000 die from hot weather. Global warming 
is not a significant contributor to human deaths. 
 
Claims that global warming will lead to more human deaths seems contrary to revelations of the 
research. In fact, it appears the opposite may occur. 
 
   
 

 
Figure 12 – Extract from the Monash University Report 
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6. OCCURRENCE OF DISASTERS 

 
The Environmental Justice Australia submission claims that natural disasters are increasing. Since 
primeval times Australia has been subject to droughts, floods and bushfires. 
 
In 1904, Dorothea Mackellar wrote her poem ‘My Country’ which is etched in our heritage.  Several lines 
of that poem are significant to this discussion, being: 
 
“Of droughts and flooding rains”; 
 
“Her pitiless blue sky – we see the cattle die”; 
 
“For flood and fire and famine”; 
 
“She pays us back three-fold”. 
 
The poem was written at the end of the longest and driest drought in Australia’s recorded history and 
well before there were cars and coal fired power stations. The devastation in recent years of  drought, 
bushfires and floods is no different to what happened in the 19th century and during many millennia 
before then. 
 
Droughts 
 
 Below is Figure 13 is a list of the 16 droughts experienced in Australia during the 19th Century. 
 
 
 

Figure 13 - List of 19th Century Droughts 
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Further Figure 14 below is a graph showing the world’s longest & driest droughts over the past 1000 
years. Please note the number of droughts between 1000 and 1320 compared to in the last 300 years. 

 
Figure 14 – Timeline of the World’s Significant Droughts during the last Millennium  

 
 
Floods 

 
The Brisbane region has suffered flooding in recent years.  But occurrences of floods in the Brisbane 
River are not as prevalent in the past 100 years when compared to flooding events in the 19 th century. 
According to the Bureau of Meteorology (Figure 15 below) there were 8 major floods of the Brisbane 
River in the 19th Century compared to 4 in the 20th Century. The warming of the planet is not increasing 
the occurrences of flooding of the Brisbane River. 
 

Figure 15 – Bureau of Meteorology’s Timeline of Flooding of the Brisbane River 
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The recent devastating floods in mid-western NSW are very similar to those of 1952. Early this year 
flooding occurred in the Hunter Valley in NSW fortunately the flooding wasn’t as bad as the 1955 flood 
which totally devastated the city of Maitland.  
 
The east coast of Australia has had several wet years just the same as what occurred 70 years ago, as 
evidenced in Figure 16 below – before so called human induced climate change existed. It is noted six 
floods occurred during the 1950’s. 

 
 

Figure 16 – List of Floods in Australia Between 1806 and 1990 
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Bushfires 

 
Unfortunately, bushfires are a common occurrence in Australia and have been so for time immemorial.  
Australia is the only continent on which fire-resistant trees (Eucalypts) have evolved due to the 
prevalence of bushfire.  Other species such as Tetratheca Juncea rely on the heat from a bushfire for 
its germination. This is botanical evidence that bushfires have been very prevalent for thousands if not 
millions of years in Australia. 
 
Australia will always suffer from bushfires with or without climate change. Environmental Justice 
Australia claim that such bushfires are becoming more severe.  
 
Figure 17 below is a list of Australian bushfires dating back to 1851. It noted that quite a few of these 
bushfires destroyed over one million hectares of land. In particular the 1974-75 bushfires burnt 117 
million hectares. The 2019-20 bushfires, while devastating, destroyed 46 million hectares. So, 50 years 
ago Australia has a bushfire season which burnt out two and half times more area than the devastating 
‘climate change’ bushfire season of 2019-20.  
 
This is further evidence that devastating natural disasters have happened in the past and will continue 
to happen with or without climate change. 
 

Figure 17– List of Bushfires in Australia Between 1851 and 1975 
 
.  

 
 
 
Australia and the world have always been and will continue to be subjected to the violence of nature – 
caused by nature. 
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7. CONCLUSION 
 
Any reader of this submission may experience some scepticism due to the amount of ‘climate change’ 
information which dominates our media.  However, the information contained in the submission is based 
on scientific or historical evidence which is difficult to ignore.   
 
In summary this submission suggests that:- 
 

• Greenhouse gas emissions released by humans is not the only cause of change to the Earth’s 
climate. 

 

• The change to the Earth’s climate is not increasing the prevalence of natural disasters and heat 
extremes. 

 

• Australia’s flora and fauna is not being detrimentally affected by climate change. 
 
Accordingly, there is no justification in preventing the extension of HVO South Open Cut Continuation 
Project from proceeding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


