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1 Executive 8mmary

This submission in respect of the Snowy 2.0 Main Works addresses traffic and the impacts on Cooma
and the Snowy Mountains Highway.

TheEIS does not clearly explain what things are like nowhamdthey will change because of the
projectc in language that is easily understandable.

The EIS estimates the project related traffic generation and notes that it increases average daily
traffic volumes by less than the seasonal increase in the wintgwseason. The EIS states that the
current network has the capacity to absorb the increase in traffic.

The EIS does not explain the real impact of the project traffic. Sharp Street in Cooma and the Snowy
Mountains Highway have extremely l@urrentvolumes of heavy vehicle traffichey are almost
negligible. The project will generate up to a 0@ increase in heavy vehicle traffic on current

levels for Sharp Street and the Snowy Mountains Highway. Impacts will reach intolerabledevels.
summary ofimpacts is:

U Every two minutes on average, and every minute at project peak times, there will be a heavy
vehicle along Sharp Street. There are currently almost no heavy vehicles.

U ¢KS wO2YYdzyAidie YSSiAy3da LI OSQr (KMatCurehty | YOASY
characterises Sharp Street will be severely impacted.

U Traffic congestion, queues and delays on Sharp Street (and its major cross streets, Bombala and
Vale Streets) will be significantly more severe than projected by the EIS.

U The safety ofoad users and pedestrians in Sharp Street will rise to high and intolerable levels.

U Snowy 2.0 heavy vehicle project traffic will cause a major and detrimental change to the current
quiet country town noise profile for the people of Cooraise will core from heavy vehicle
traffic that is up to a hundredold increase on current heavy vehicle traffic.

U Every two minutes on average, and every minute at project peak times, there will be a heavy
vehicle along the Snowy Mountains Highway. There are currafmtigst no heavy vehicles.

0 Travel times on the Snowy Mountains Highway between Cooma and Adaminaby will increase
significantly compared to the present.

U Road safety risk on the Snowy Mountains Highway between Cooma and Adaminaby will
deteriorate significatly, rising to intolerable levels.

These impacts can be mitigatddse ofan alternative route by heavy vehiclgacludng Yallakool,
Mittagang, Shannons Flat and Bobeyan road®ids Cooma and the majority of the Snowy
Mountains Highway between Coormaad AdaminabySnowy Hydro have already investigated this
route in consultation with the Snowy Monaro Regional Council and the state government.
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2 Sharp Street, Cooma

2.1Introduction

Cooma is the centre of the Monaro region and the largest towectly affected by the Snowy 2.0
project.

Sharp Street between the Baron Street and Soho Street intersections is the commercial and social
hub of Cooma. It features angle parking right up to each intersection on both sides of the road and
two tight roundabouts (with angle parking right up to the roundabouts also the side streghgyp
Street resembles a car parking aisle rather than a through highway.

SharpStreé O2y iUl Aya GKS YI22NRGE 2F /22YFQa aKz2L@AxX O
Its footpaths serve as meeting and talking places and outdoor seating for cafes.

Traffic is almost universallight vehicle much of it looking for a parking space. Snow season days
see an influx of minibuses and coach buses, but relativelyfetem.

Figures 1 and 2 show typical Sharp Stieanhd not a heavy vehicle in sight.
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Fig 1- Sharp Street Iooking NE across Vale Street roundabout
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Fig 2- Sharp Street looking NE across edestrian refuge towards Bombala Street
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Fig 3- Weekday peak hour intersection traffic volunf€able 33) from Snowy 2.0 Main Works
Traffic and Transport Assessment

Figure 3 is aexcerpt from Table -3 of theSnowy 20 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment
andshows the peak hour traffic at the Sharp Street and Vale Street intersection. It demonstrates
that almost all traffic is light vehicle. And taking account of the fact that HV vehicles include
minibuses,ight trucks (delivery vag) and coach buses, it is most probable that what HV vehicles
were recorded did not include a single heavy truck.

In summary, the main characteristic of Sharp Street traffic is that there are very few trucks and
almost no large wicks (eg semrailers).
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2.2 Project Traffic

The impacts of project traffic are shownRigures 4 and 5 which aexcerpts from Annexure D
Construction traffic volumes of thenowy 2.0 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment
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Fig 4- Average Total Project Traffic from Annexure D Construction traffic volumes of the Snowy 2.0
Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment
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Fig 5- PeakTotal Project Traffic from Annexure D Construction traffic volumes of the Snowy 2.0 Main
Works Traffic ad Transport Assessment
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Figures 4 and Show the average daily project traffic along Sharp Street will include 208 heavy
vehicles and the peak daily traffic will inclug®0heavy vehicles. These are eway movements;
almost all heavy vehicles will haaegeturn journey. In total, therefore, Sharp Street will have to
cope with over 400 daily heavy vehicle movements on average across the project and almost 800
daily heavy vehicle movements at the peak of the project.

The traffic assessment notes approxielg 20% of project traffic would be at night. Taking 80% of
the traffic and based on 10 hours of daytime, at average times, there would be over 30 heavy
vehicles along Sharp Street every hour. At peak times, 60 heavy vehicles.

THAT MEANS EVERY TMWIBIUTES ON AVERAGEND EVERY MINUTEPHAK TIMES, THERE
WILLBE A HEAVY VEHIGILIONG SHARP STREEIRRENTLY, THEREAREOST NO HEAVY
VEHICLES.

This is a huge difference to the environment, amenity and safety of Sharp Street.
2.3 Characteristics of Pro Heavy Vehicles

The traffic assessment does not explain the characteristics of the project heavy vehicles or
construction traffic.

What can be assumed is that heavy vehicles heading towards the Snowy Mountains will be heavily
loaded. And given that significant part of the heavy vehicle traffic along Sharp Street will be
carrying tunnel segments, a large proportion of the heavy vehicles will betsahar or larger
configuration.

CKAA YSIya LINRP2SOG KSI @& @S KA ThéyWill beddatilf ladenS | NH S
Theywillbenoisp ¢ KS& | NB y2i WyAYofS FyR NBaALRYyaiAodSQ f)
slow down to stop and they take time to start moving. They must travel very slowly along Sharp

Streetq they must be abléo stop if someone reverses out of a car parking space in front of them.

At the roundaboutslarge heavy vehiclgske up the space of three cars. They must move through a
roundabout very slowly. Their movement will be severely impacted if someone esveut of a
parking space immediately adjacent to the roundabout.

Heavy vehicles will not travel in a metronomic mangéney will not be evenly spaced every minute
or two. Heavy vehicles will bunch up and form platoons as they travel. There will filygberiwo
vehicles in a row, often three vehiclesamowand maybe more. This will happen in both directions
at the same time.

¢1 9 W haa, bblD¢ ,t [al 9 99¢CQAEMBIENOE, THE GENERANVIRONMENT, THE
AMENITY AND ESPECIADTHE SAFETYSMARP STREET WILSB¥ERELY IMPACTED.

2.4EISTrafficAnalysis
TheSnowy 2.0 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessome not list Sharp Street as a key road
network sectionYet Cooma is the centre of the Monaro region and the largest town directl

affected by the Snowy 2.0 project.

The traffic assessment sets out baseline average daily traffic volumes for the Cooma area in
Annexure A Existing Traffic Data, shown in Figure 6.
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Baseline average daily traffic numbers - Cooma and Polo Flat

0000 Total vehicle count
000C Heavy vehicle count

Blue dots represent intersections.

Fig 6¢ Baseline average daily traffic for Cooma area from Annexdieigting traffic data of the
Snowy 2.0 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment

Figure 7 shows the average daily traffic volumes from the RMS permanent counter on the Monaro
Highway, 400m east of the Polo Flat intersection.
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The RMS average daily traffic count for 2019 is 5704 total vehicles which includes 790 heavy
vehicles.

The EIS baseline average daily traffic volumes are clearly inconsistietite volume measured at

the RMS permanent counter. In particular, the EIS shows 1509 heavy vehicles per day on Sharp
Street on the north eastern approach into Cooma and 586 heavy vehicles per day on the south
western approach to Cooma. Assuming the mayooit 1509 vehicles travel across 10 hours of the

day, the hourly volume of heavy vehicles on Sharp Street is 150, or a heavy vehicle less than every 30
seconds across a whole day. This is not coardtcalls into question conclusions reached in the

traffic assessment

The actual volume of heavy vehicle traffic on Sharp Street is light. Figure 3, pedkaFaudata at
the Sharp Street/Vale Street intersectitmom the traffic assessment, shows jdstir heavy vehicles
on Sharp Street across a wholeunoThis is realistic.

Theintersectiondata in the assessment demonstrates that Sharp Street currently has effectively no
heavy truck trafficThis is critical, this is the baseline.

The assessment shows that Sharp Street will be subjectprbiectheavy vehicle traffic up to a
heavy vehicl&&EVERY MINUTEE peak construction time.

Yet the assessment does not have a specific analysis of Sharp Btdeels not analyse Sharp Street
for what it is- effectively an aisle through a car park. It does not analyse what will happen with
platooning of heavy vehicles.

WHAT DOES THIS MEANRAFFICONGESTIORQUEUES AND DELAYSSBIMRP STRERND
BOMBALA AD VALE STREWILL BE MORE SEZHRIAN PROJECTED.

2.5 Road Safety

Sharp Street will have to cope with over 400 daily heavy vehicle movements on average across the
project and almost 800 daily heavy vehicle movements at the peak of the prSjeatp Street is
effectively a main car park with a through aisle for traffic. Current traffic has almost no heavy
vehicles compared to the project traffic. Pedestrian visibility and driver visibility (reversing frem car
parking space) is currently relatiyegood because traffic is all light vehicle. That visibility will reduce
dramatically with heavy vehicle frequency in both directions blocking lines of sight.

Theroad safety audit in th&nowy 2.0 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessnnt:;

W ! ng 8harp Street there is angled parking. This parking geometry means that vehicles exiting their

park need to creep out to improve their sight distance. Whilst cars are reversing out of their spot,

GKSNB A& Iy 2L NIdzyAde GKBNIONSNRMIEXY R NO NIFA O G 2

It then states thdikelihood ofacradé A &4 WAYLINROIF 6f SQ> GKS fA1Ste asSo
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R
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lessthanoncemeekQ (G KS A1 Ste aSOSNARGE Aa WYAY2ND FYyR

Theroad safety audit also notes:

WeKS AGNALI aK2LILIAY3I OSY(iINB SYygANRBYYSYild AYyONBIl asSs
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THE SAFETY OF ROAERS AND PEDESTRIANSHARP STREETMRISE TO HIGH AND

INTOLERABLE LEVELS.

2.6 Sharp Street Pavement

As described in previous sections, Sharp Street in Cooma currently has negligible heavy vehicle
traffic. Light vehicles have minimal impact on pavement structure.

The project will bring almost 400 daily heavy vehicle movements to Sharp Street, and 800 daily
heavy vehicle movements at peak. This level of traffic loading will put the pavement structure at risk
of damageFigure &hows existing pavement distrespavement failures are in fact almost a

certainty.

Fig8 - Sharp Street shoing existing pavement distress.

Pavement damagand repair work will add to congestion in Sharp Street and further reduce the
environment and amenity of Sharp Street.

2.7 TrafficNoise

Cooma is a country town that does not lie on a major highway. Cooma is a quiet place. It lies in a
bowl at the junction of Cooma and Cooma Back Creeks.
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Cooma has a very low background noise level in daytime such that an uncommon event like a heavy
semitrailer moving along the main street can be heard a kilometre away or a heavitreéler

driving up the Mt Gladstone hill on the Snowy Mountains Highway can be heard over 3 kilometres
away.

Cooma is almost completely silent at nigime. The ocasional and isolateddavy vehicles can

clearly be heard on the sale yards hill on the Monaro Highway, the Mt Gladstone hill on the Snowy
Mountains Highway and along Sharp Street over much of town. Another example, cattle lowing in
the sale yards can beedrly heard over much of the town.

¢tKSasS SEFYLX S&a GeLmATFe /22YFQa OdzNNByid y2A4S8 LINET

INTRODUCTION OF SNOWO WILL MEAN A N@R, DETRIMENTAL Gigk IN NOISE PROFILE
FOR THE PEOPLE OBNIA.

Sharp Street and the Mt Gladstone hill on the Sndeountains Highway will carry over 400 daily
heavy vehicle movements on average across the project and almost 800 daily heavy vehicle
movements at the peak of the project.

The traffic assessment notes approximately 20% of project traffic would be at night.

Taking 80% of the traffic and based on 10 hours of daytime, at average times, there would be over
30 heavy vehicles along Sharp Street and the Mt Gladstone hill on the Snowy Mountains Highway
every hour. At peak times, 60 heavy vehicles. Heavy velgietsy two minutes or every minute. To

all intensive purposes, there will be continual heavy traffic noise where there is currently minimal
daytime heavy traffic noise.

At nighttime, 20% of the traffic is estimated meaning heavy vehicles every miglites on average
and every four minutes at peak times.

Heavy vehicles either have to pull loads up the Mt Gladstone hill or brake coming down to slow to
the 60kph limit. In Sharp St, heavy vehicles have to change gears, brake and accelerate. They will
always be noisy.

Day times in Cooma are relatively active and there is wind and other environmental noise. Night
times are usually completely quiet. Background traffic noise in daytime is one thing, background
traffic noise at nightime will be disastrosly high compared to current levels.

Traffic noise for people, cafes and local businesses in Sharp Street, compared to current levels, will
similarly be disastrously high.

NOISE WILL COME FROBEAVY VEHICLE TREFFHAT IS UP TO ANMDRED FOLD INCRE@SIE
CURRENT LEVELS.
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3 Showy Mountains Highway
3.1 Introduction

Comments in the following sections relate to that part of the Snowy Mountains Highway running
from the intersectionwith Kosciuszkdroad at the Four Mile to Adaminabpd the Ksciuszko
National Park boundary

The Snowy Mountains Highway from the Four Mile to Adamiradulthe park boundaris a
wo2dzy iNE NRIFIRQ® . & GKIFIG Aa YSIFyd GKIFIG AdG A&
width, overtaking lanes and pavement stggh) as the Monaro Highway between Cooma and
Canberra. It is characterised by long hills, sharp curves, narrower road surface and weaker
pavement.Ilt has lower sight distances. Overtaking is difficult on much of the section.

Driving between the Four Milend Adaminabynd the park boundaryit is unusual to see more than
one or two oncoming heavy vehicles and uncommon to have to overtake a tiehigje. It can take
considerable time to get an overtaking opportunity.

3.2 Project Traffic

The impacts of mject traffic are shown ifrigures9 and 10 which areexcerpts from Annexure D
Construction traffic volumes of th&nowy 2.0 Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment
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Fig9ﬂ- Average Total Prbjéct Traffic from Annexure D Construction tvaffimes of the Snowy 2.0
Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment
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Fig10- PeakTotal Project Traffic from Annexure D Construction traffic volumes of the Snowy 2.0
Main Works Traffic and Transport Assessment

These show the average daily project tirmBlongthe Snowy Mountains Highwdnefore reaching
the Kosciuszko National Park boundeuii} include 2@ heavy vehicles and the peak daily traffic will
include362heavy vehicles. These are eway movements;, almost all heavy vehicles will have a
return journey. In total, thereforethe Snowy Mountains Highwayill have to cope with 400 daily
heavy vehicle movements on average across the projec720dlaily heavyehicle movements at
the peak of the project.

The traffic assessment notes approximately 20% of project traffic would be at night. Taking 80% of
the traffic and based on 10 hours of daytime, at average times, there would be over 30 heavy
vehicles alonghe Snowy Mountains Highwavery hour. At peak times, 60 heavy vehicles.

THSMEANS EVERY TWO MIMNES ON AVERAGE, ANIERY MINUTE AT REAMES, THERE
WILL BE A HEAVY VEHE ALONTGHE SNOWY MOUNTAINESHWAYCURRENTLY, THERE A
ALMOST NO HEAVY VEHS.

This is a huge difference to theaffic characteristic of th&8 km long section of th&nowy
Mountains Highwaypetween the Four Mile (Kosciuszko Road intersection) anéKdseiuszko
National Park boundary

Heavy vehicles will not travel in a metimmic mannerg they will not be evenly spaced every minute
or two. Heavy vehicles will bunch up and form platoons as they travel. There will frequently be two
vehicles in a row, often three vehicles in a row and maybe more. This will happen in both dsectio
at the same time.

Putting it succinctly, it will become extremely difficult to impossible to overtake alon§8hen

length. The construction of overtaking lanes would provide only temporary relief because the
majority of the highway is of low geomatrstandard and difficult to overtake under current
circumstances. With high volumes of heavy traffic in both directions, safe overtaking will become
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