Shoalhaven Starches fined $15,000 by EPA
after polluting incident
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The NSW Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has fined Shoalhaven Starches Pty Ltd for an alleged polluting incident.
Shoalhaven Starches, located at Bomaderry, are the licenced holders of an Environment Protection Licence for the
scheduled activities of general agricultural processing, general chemicals storage and dangerous goods production.

On August 4, 2017 the EPA was notified by both Shoalhaven Starches and a call via the EPA's Environment Line that a
discharge of diluted starch material had entered Abernathy's Creek.

The EPA attended the premises and collected a number of samples including a white liquid substance.

The results showed elevated levels of organic material in the discharge to Abernathy's Creek.

Shoalhaven Starches advised that this was caused by the partial loss of power to their electronic control systems which
resulted in the overflow from the sites internal drainage system into a nearby stormwater drain.

The EPA's acting manager of regional operations Janine Goodwin said Shoalhaven Starches failed to have sufficient
measures and procedures in place to contain and prevent the discharge from the premises as a result of the incident.

"The capacity of the sites operational and drainage systems to cope with such an incident should have been recognised as a
potential risk," Ms Goodwin said.

"Shoalhaven Starches took immediate steps to mitigate impacts from the discharge, and have taken a number of actions to
prevent a recurrence of the incident."

A Manildra Group spokesperson said Shoalhaven Starches fully co-operated with the EPA and had paid the fine.

"On the day of the occurrence, Manildra Group self-reported the loss of containment incident to the EPA and immediately
commenced appropriate clean up actions," the spokesperson said.

"Manildra has taken preventive measures including implementing process changes and establishing increased containment
infrastructure.

"Manildra has co-operated fully with the EPA throughout the process, and has paid the Penalty Notice."
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