|
{

SUBMISSION RE EIS
ENERGYCONNECT
(NSW — WESTERN

SECTION)

FAILURE TO PROPERLY
ASSESS AND RESPOND TO
BIODIVERSITY, FIRE, IAL
LAND, CONSERVATION
AREA AND CULTURAL
HERITAGE IMPACTS

SUBMISSION FROM: restofnsw inc., PO Box 448 Wentworth NSW 2648
PROPOSAL.:

EnergyConnect (NSW - Western Section)

Application # SSI-10040

Object to the proposal for reasons in following pages
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EIS ASSESSMENT IN A PERIOD OF SEVERE DROUGHT

A significant amount of the EIS work was undertaken in a period of very severe
drought with very little groundcover. The limited EIS vegetation samples were not
representative of the flora present because they followed a three-year period of
severe drought.

The EIS states:
“Severe drought has been noted to be heavily influencing large areas of the
proposal study area”.

NSW Government LLS suspends assessment of groundcover in drought periods
and a correct analysis of flora and fauna cannot be undertaken during one of one
of the worst droughts in living memory. Recent rains mean the local environment
can now be accurately assessed but this was not possible earlier.

FLORA AND FAUNA NEEDS DEFINED ROUTE/LOCATION

Numerous parts of the EIS are compromised by the fact that the proposal is not
finalized and the EIS is premature.

For example the Biodiversity Credit Section of the Report states “The final
obligation would be confirmed as the design of the proposal is further refined and
the disturbance area is confirmed”.

EIS BASED ON INACCURATE DATA AND FUNDAMENTAL ERRORS

At the scale of the Western Division the NSW Government mapping of overlays
such as flooding, biodiversity, wetlands and related matters are not accurate
enough to be used for development assessment. This is recognized in the
disclaimers to the source documents. In Sydney where there is extensive data
and ground truthing the system works OK but in the Western Division the data is
not accurate.

The Western Division of NSW is approximately 35 million hectares in size and
most of this land has not been studied at a property specific level. Satellite data
can be indicative but it is not a proper basis for the property specific decisions
required by the planning system. For example a satellite image does not provide
an accurate assessment of the flora and fauna of an area or the condition of the
vegetation.

In the case of EnergyConnect the EIS has relied on a very small number of site
vegetation surveys and mapping of cultural sites when detailed data simply does
not exist.

There were only 86 very small survey plots over a proposal area hundreds of
kilometres long.

The EIS states:

“Given the relatively homogenous broad condition states for vegetation types over
the four IBRA sub regions, plots have been used for multiple IBRA sub regions
rather than individual sampling for each sub region”.
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By simply making this unsupported assumption the EIS has significantly reduced
vegetation sampling required. The consequence is the extremely inaccurate and
misleading conclusion in Section 9.3.2 of the EIS.

A key statement in the EIS at Section 9.3.2 states:

“Much of the remaining mallee areas are comprised of younger whipstick
mallee that has regrown following previous clearing for agriculture. The
effects of semi-regular clearing combined with grazing (sometimes in
drought conditions) has resulted in an overall landscape that while mostly
comprised of native vegetation is not high quality undisturbed native
vegetation or habitat”.

This statement is:

* False and misleading — the overwhelming majority of the study area
has never been cleared let alone cleared on a semi-regular basis.
Mallee is very difficult and expensive to clear and would not be
cleared illegally for no economic purpose. It suggests grazing
impacts mallee vegetation whereas sheep and cattle do not consume
mallee.

* Evidence free — no evidence is provided in the EIS to support the
statement

The EIS claim that the “native vegetation is not high quality undisturbed
native vegetation or habitat” is highly misleading and requires thorough
investigation. This statement is repeated a number of times in the EIS even
though it is unsupported by evidence.

Tier 1, 2 and 3 constraints have also been incorrectly assessed including private
conservation areas and horticultural land being incorrectly mapped.

EIS INADEQUATELY CONSIDERS VULNERABLE SPECIES

The EIS does not adequately consider the proposals impacts on a number of
vulnerable species including:

Mallee Fowl;

Regent Parrot;
Numbats;

Bilbies; and

Greater stick nest rats.

Habitat removed by EnergyConnect provides:

* A habitat for the Mallee Fowl;

* Afeeding area for the Regent Parrot; and

* Potential habitat for the numbats, bilbies and greater stick next rats in
Mallee Cliffs National Park that are intended to be released outside the
protected area of the National Park in the coming years.
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The EIS states:

“uncertainty around the extent and number of protected matters [species] that may
be impacted will need to be resolved through the assessment process once final
alignment and construction plans have been completed”.

The EIS notes Mallee Fowl mounds and there is no evidence as to the adequacy
of the bird surveys, particularly given they were conducted in severe drought
conditions.

EIS FAILS TO CONSIDER IMPACTS ON MALLEE CLIFFS NATIONAL PARK,
STURTS BILLABONG AND PRIVATE CONSERVATION AREAS

Mallee Cliffs National Park is being established as a protected area for
endangered species under the NSW Government Saving our Species Programme
but this is not properly analysed in the EIS.

The project threatens the park through broad scale clearing adjacent to it and
through fire risk.

Many private conservation reserves were created as part of the Mallee
Sustainable Farming initiative with the intention of improving connection with the
National Park. The project undercuts this through impacts on the reserves and the
Park.

Sturt’s Billabong is unique as location of both indigenous and European cultural
heritage and the powerline impacts on this cultural heritage has been downplayed.

POTENTIAL FOR BUSHFIRE TO DESTROY MALLE CLIFFS NATIONAL PARK
AND NEARBY PRIVATE CONSERVATION AREAS

Given the prevailing westerly wind any fires ignited by construction or operation of
the EnergyConnect Project are likely to directly impact Mallee Cliffs National Park.

Indeed given the absence of buffers between the EnergyConnect line and Gol Gol
Substation and Mallee Cliffs National Park there is a significant likelihood the
National Park could be completely destroyed by such a bushfire. The
consequence of this would be significant with loss of the endangered species
introduced to the National Park and the species such as Mallee Fowl located in
and around the National Park.

The EIS states:

“In general the risk of bushfire impact on the proposal study area during
construction would be between high and extreme and would be dependent on
factors such as fuel loads, weather and the scale (size) of fires which may occur”.

“There is a high probability that the proposed transmission lines could be impacted
by a bush/grass fire when ignition occurs in any unmanaged vegetation during
periods of high fire danger, when excessive dry (cured) fuel is available and
weather conditions result in high temperatures, low humidity and strong winds
travelling across the landscape from the northwest, west and southwest direction”.
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“The distribution of electricity via high voltage transmission lines and associated
equipment has the potential to cause ignition of bushfire fuels, either within or
adjoining the transmission load easement”.

The EIS states “large areas have been heavily modified and disturbed” in order to
downplay the fire risk but this is not supported by evidence. This is particularly the
case near the Mallee Cliffs National Park. Given the above this issue requires
significant study before the Proposal can proceed and the EIS does not
adequately consider this issue. In particular a condition of any approval should
restrict construction activities to periods of low fire hazard.

MAPPING OF IMPORTANT AGRICULTURAL LAND (IAL)

The land impacted by the proposal that is within 15km of the Murray or Darling
Rivers has significant horticulture potential and the soils in these areas are
suitable for high value horticulture crops such as nuts, citrus and table grapes. A
Tier 2 Constraint is “intensive agricultural activities and horticultural use” and the
EIS should consider the IAL mapping before it is completed.

WENTWORTH LEP 2011 BIODIVERSITY MAPS

The EIS fails to mention that the Wentworth LEP 2011 maps the majority of the
proposal corridor as biodiversity land.

INDIGENOUS CULTURAL HERITAGE

The EIS fails to fully investigate indigenous cultural heritage impacts and looks as
these impacts as a work in progress rather than fully investigating them upfront.

The EIS states “the Proposal has the potential to directly and or indirectly
Aboriginal sites and PADS,,,,,,,within the indicative disturbance area along the
transmission line corridor”. Again the disturbance is only “indicative” because the
proposal is yet to be finalised.
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