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PROPOSAL:

EnergyConnect (NSW - Western Section)

Application # SSI-10040

Object to the proposal for reasons in following pages
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INADEQUATE PERIOD OF EXHIBITION

The exhibition period is too short to allow for a proper public exhibition for the
following reasons:

* The EIS is 356 pages which no ordinary person with some responsibilities
could digest and respond to in this period — a full-time development
assessment professional would require longer than this to consider and
members of the public cannot be reasonably expected to digest and
respond more quickly than a full-time development assessment
professional

* The EIS contains 13 Technical Papers, over a thousand pages in total —
again no ordinary person with some responsibilities could digest and
respond to in this period — a full-time development assessment professional
would require longer than this to consider and members of the public
cannot be reasonably expected to digest and respond more quickly than a
full-time development assessment professional

* The EIS area covers hundreds of kilometres during a period when Covid
has either restricted or made travel in the area impossible (eg. Vic or SA
residents who own property in NSW)

* Covid has caused numerous other disruptions to business and normal life
such that people have prioritized essential items rather than responding to
EIS documents — more time should be provided in a Covid period as the
Department has made numerous other temporary adjustments for Covid

* The exhibition period has covered the whole of the main grain harvest
period when many of the impacted landholders are personally involved for
extended hours in the grain harvest and can not be reasonably expected to
respond to an EIS in this period

RUSHED PROJECT AND EIS

The Project is being rushed with the Timeline in the EIS stating earthworks will
commence in Q3 2021 even though the extent of the precise development area is
yet to be determined and the EIS process has just commenced.

Given the full Energy Connect Proposal has yet to be specified it is impossible for
a proper EIS to be conducted to analyse the Proposal. Transgrid is trying to
develop the specifics of the Proposal while conducting an EIS simultaneously so
as not to lose time. The EIS needs to assess the exact development in the exact
location and not an indicative proposal in an indicative area.

The EIS is a public relations document rather than a rigorous environmental study.

The EIS states that the first stage of the works will include “enabling works
[including].....biodiversity and heritage investigations”.  Biodiversity and heritage
investigations should occur before and not after the Proposal is considered by the
Department.

The EIS states that the “final easement for the transmission line along this section
would be determined during detailed design”. This shows the detailed design,
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easement location and associated environmental impacts are yet to be determined
and cannot yet be assessed.

The EIS states that “some access tracks, and an additional main construction
compound and accommodation camp site may be required and could be located
outside of the study area”. Again the EIS is meant to assess the whole Proposal
and only parts of the Proposal have been finalized in indicative detail. The EIS
suggests separate assessments and / or approvals will be obtained later but that
goes against the essence of the totality of the major project being assessed for all
its impacts.

Numerous parts of the EIS are compromised by the fact that the proposal is not
finalized and the EIS is premature.

For example the Biodiversity Credit Section of the Report states “The final
obligation would be confirmed as the design of the proposal is further refined and
the disturbance area is confirmed”.

Further the EIS states:

“uncertainty around the extent and number of protected matters [species] that may
be impacted will need to be resolved through the assessment process once final
alignment and construction plans have been completed”.

Finally, the EIS states that:
‘Assessments have been based on the current indicative design and
construction methodology for the proposal, and some uncertainties remain™.

The immediately above statement sums up the rushed nature of the EIS
where Transgrid don’t want to wait to finalise the proposal and want the EIS
to assess the “indicative proposal and construction methodology” rather
than the real proposal, which is still being finalised. Such an approach

cannot properly allow all the Proposal impacts to be considered by the EIS
or Department.

NEED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING

Public hearings have been provided for Proposals of similar scale and impact and
should be provided for here.

EIS ASSESSMENT IN A PERIOD OF SEVERE DROUGHT

A significant amount of the EIS work was undertaken in a period of very severe
drought with very little groundcover. The limited EIS vegetation samples were not
representative of the flora present because they followed a three-year period of
severe drought.

The EIS states:

“Severe drought has been noted to be heavily influencing large areas of the
proposal study area”.
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NSW Government LLS suspends assessment of groundcover in drought periods
and a correct analysis of flora and fauna cannot be undertaken during one of one
of the worst droughts in living memory. Recent rains mean the local environment
can now be accurately assessed but this was not possible earlier.

EIS BASED ON INACCURATE DATA AND FUNDAMENTAL ERRORS

At the scale of the Western Division the NSW Government mapping of overlays
such as flooding, biodiversity, wetlands and related matters are not accurate
enough to be used for development assessment. This is recognized in the
disclaimers to the source documents. In Sydney where there is extensive data
and ground truthing the system works OK but in the Western Division the data is
not accurate.

The Western Division of NSW is approximately 35 million hectares in size and
most of this land has not been studied at a property specific level. Satellite data
can be indicative but it is not a proper basis for the property specific decisions
required by the planning system. For example a satellite image does not provide
an accurate assessment of the flora and fauna of an area or the condition of the
vegetation.

In the case of EnergyConnect the EIS has relied on a very small number of site

vegetation surveys and mapping of cultural sites when detailed data simply does
not exist.

There were only 86 very small survey plots over a proposal area hundreds of
kilometres long.

The EIS states:

“Given the relatively homogenous broad condition states for vegetation types over
the four IBRA sub regions, plots have been used for multiple IBRA sub regions
rather than individual sampling for each sub region”.

By simply making this unsupported assumption the EIS has significantly reduced
vegetation sampling required. The consequence is the extremely inaccurate and
misleading conclusion in Section 9.3.2 of the EIS.

A key statement in the EIS at Section 9.3.2 states:

“Much of the remaining mallee areas are comprised of younger whipstick
mallee that has regrown following previous clearing for agriculture. The
effects of semi-regular clearing combined with grazing (sometimes in
drought conditions) has resulted in an overall landscape that while mostly
comprised of native vegetation is not high quality undisturbed native
vegetation or habitat”.

This statement is:

* False and misleading - the overwhelming majority of the study area
has never been cleared let alone cleared on a semi-regular basis.
Mallee is very difficult and expensive to clear and would not be
cleared illegally for no economic purpose. It suggests grazing
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impacts mallee vegetation whereas sheep and cattle do not consume
mallee.

* Evidence free — no evidence is provided in the EIS to support the
statement

The EIS claim that the “native vegetation is not high quality undisturbed
native vegetation or habitat” is highly misleading and requires thorough
investigation. This statement is repeated a number of times in the EIS even
though it is unsupported by evidence.

Tier 1, 2 and 3 constraints have also been incorrectly assessed including private
conservation areas and horticultural land being incorrectly mapped.
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