
STOP WORK in the immediate area 
to protect the find and contact Site 

Supervisor

Unexpected Find Procedure – Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

Site Supervisor to secure the area and 
IMMEDIATELY report find to the Project 
Environmental Team, Project heritage 

consultant & RAPs 

Environmental Manager to notify ARTC.
If determined necessary, contact 

Toomelah Local Aboriginal Council for 
initial advice

Establish a No-Go-Zone around the 
confirmed find.

All construction within 10m of the find 
must cease (excluding work to protect 

the find)

Can works 
continue 

AND avoid 
cultural 

materials? 

Project heritage consultant, RAPs and Heritage NSW to be 
consulted and determine the significance of the find / object(s) 

and identify appropriate course of action

Yes NoIs the find 
within 20m of 

the 
development 

footprint?

Protective fencing and 
appropriate ‘no access’ signage
IS required to be established in 

consultation with and to the 
satisfaction of the Project 

heritage consultant & RAPs. 

Protective fencing or signage is 
NOT required.

Recording of the find by Project 
heritage consultant & RAPs is 

required. 
Find to be included in the ACHMP 

& cultural heritage induction 
materials.

YesNo

Recommence works on 
confirmation from the 

Environmental Manager 

Written notification to be 
provided to the Planning 
Secretary, DPE confirming 

archaeological on-site 
activities are completed to 
satisfaction of the Project 

heritage consultant

For isolated objects or 
artefacts, RAPs and Project 

heritage consultant to 
record and remove 

objects under the ACHMP

For intact cultural deposits,
additional archaeological 
excavations / investigation 
to characterise the find / 

site are required to be 
undertaken in accordance 

with ACHMP methods

Salvage to be undertaken 
by Project heritage 

consultant and RAPs for 
identified significant 

cultural materials

Analysis of cultural 
materials to be 

documented in a report 
and provided to Heritage 

NSW.
Submission of identified 
cultural materials and 

findings to the Heritage 
NSW Aboriginal Heritage 

Information Management 
System. 



Unexpected Find Procedure – Human Remains

STOP WORK in the immediate area 
to protect the potential human 

remains and contact Site Supervisor

Site Supervisor to secure the area and
IMMEDIATELY report find to the Project 

Environmental Team. 
Notify ARTC.

Establish a No-Go-Zone to protect the 
confirmed human remains.

All construction within 15m that could 
potentially harm the human remains must 
cease until further notice (excluding work 

to protect the remains)

Notify NSW Police (000) of the discovery 
as soon as practicable. 

All subsequent steps to be dictated by 
NSW Police

Notify Project heritage 
consultant & RAPs to brief 

them of the evolving situation 

Are the human 
remains 

determined by 
NSW Police to be 

of ancestral 
Aboriginal origin 

(>100yrs old)?

The remains are a forensic case. 
NSW Police will advise on the 

course of action. State Coroner 
to be advised by NSW Police.

Notify the Project heritage 
consultant & RAPs who will lead 

further management of the 
remains.

Also notify Heritage NSW.

Yes No

Can the 
remains be 

clearly 
determined to 

be animal?

Recommence works on 
confirmation from the 

Environmental Manager 

Yes

No

Written approval to 
recommence works is received 

from NSW Police

Analysis of remains to be 
documented in a report and 
provided to Heritage NSW (if 

applicable).
Submission of cultural heritage 
materials to the Heritage NSW 

Aboriginal Heritage Information 
Management System. 

Recommence works on 
confirmation from the 

Environmental Manager 

Written notification to be 
provided to the Planning 
Secretary, DPE confirming 

archaeological on-site activities 
are completed to satisfaction of 

the RAPs & Project heritage 
consultant

RAPs to determine the 
appropriate course of action 

with agreement of Project 
heritage consultant, ARTC and 

LOR.
Heritage NSW to be consulted 

and approve the proposed 
actions, 

Archaeological activities / 
actions are undertaken under 
the ACHMP to recover, avoid, 
preserve and/or relocate the 

remains


