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Appendix B: Summary of Previous Aboriginal 
Heritage Investigations  
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Reference Location Type of 
investigation 

Findings Distance from 
study area 

Brayshaw 
(1986a) 

Hexham, between 
Main Northern 
Railway and 
CTGM 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
coal stockpile sites 

No sites identified. Includes part of 
study area 

Dean-Jones 
(1992) 

Anderson Drive 
interchange 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
road 

Identified 1 open camp site, 
comprising 3 flaked 
mudstone/tuff artefacts, on 
face of embankment. 
Consent to destroy 
recommended. 

Includes part of 
study area 

Kuskie (2007a) CTGM between 
Tarro and 
Shortland 

Preliminary 
Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed upgrade 
of CTGM 

2 isolated tuff & silcrete 
artefacts located at 
Shortland. 1 area at 
Shortland, and 1 at 
Sandgate, were elevated 
above the swamp; the rest 
of the study area was low 
lying & would have 
comprised swamp & possibly 
terrestrial floodplain. 

Includes part of 
southern end of 
study area; 
immediately 
adjacent to 
northern end of 
study area; 
approximately 
650m west of 
railway 

Umwelt (2005a) Margins of 
Woodberry and 
Tarro Swamps, 
Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed 
transmission lines 

PAD identified on relatively 
undisturbed simple slope & 
crest, elevated c.2m above 
swamps, between Lawson 
Road and western margin 
of Tarro Swamp. Test 
excavation of proposed pole 
locations recommended. 

Approximately 
150m-4km north 

Dean-Jones 
(1990) 

Newcastle Bight, 
between Port 
Stephens and the 
Hunter River 

Aboriginal sites 
study 

110 shell midden & stone 
artefact sites recorded, & 
40-50 additional midden 
sites unable to be recorded 
due to time constraints. 4 of 
these sites were located in 
the Tomago/Fullerton Cove 
area. 

Approximately 
300m east 

Kuskie (1997) Corner of 
Lenaghans and 
John Renshaw 
Drives, Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed Council 
sale of land 

1 scatter & 1 isolated find 
had been previously 
recorded. 7 stone artefact 
scatters & 5 isolated finds 
were identified during the 
survey. It was considered 
that there was moderate or 
high potential for stone 
artefact sites to be present 
on most landforms within 
the property. 

Approximately 
1.5km west 

Resource 
Planning (1992) 

F3 Freeway 
between Minmi 
and Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
interim freeway 
connection 

1 stone artefact scatter & 1 
isolated find located during 
survey. The artefacts were 
not in situ & no subsurface 
potential was identified. 
The sites were not to be 
impacted. 

Between 
approximately 
2km and 7km 
south west 

Umwelt (2003a) Minmi Natural and 
cultural heritage 
values assessment 

Identified that the lack of 
sites recorded around 
Hexham Swamp reflects the 
lack of surveys. 
Ethonography & oral history 
indicate that large 
Aboriginal camp sites could 
be expected around the 
swamp margins, as the 
swamp would have 
provided a rich resource 
base. 

Approximately 
2.5km south 
west 

Brayshaw (1981) Tomago 
Aluminium 
Smelter 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
aluminium smelter 

No sites identified. Possible 
(dead) scarred tree trunk 
near entrance gates. 

Approximately 
2.5km east 

AHMS (2007) Tomago Aboriginal 
heritage impact 

No sites identified. Area of 
moderate-high 

Approximately 
2.5km east 
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assessment: 
proposed Sandvik 
facilities 

archaeological potential 
recommended for test 
excavation if unable to 
avoided by development. 

Kuskie (1994) Thornton, near 
Woodberry 
Swamp 

Aboriginal 
archaeological test 
excavations: 
proposed rezoning 

A survey, although 
hampered by low visibility, 
had identified 9 artefact 
scatters & 1 isolated find. 
The area was considered to 
have high archaeological 
sensitivity. 1234 
predominantly silcrete & 
mudstone flaked (including 
microlithic) & heat-treated 
artefacts were recovered 
from 46 grader scrapes & 
backhoe trenches. These 
were considered to 
represent 12 low density 
artefact scatters of low 
integrity, with evidence of 
stone tool knapping at 1 
site. Somewhat higher 
densities seen on simple & 
basal slopes around the 
margin of the wetland. 

Approximately 
2.5km north 

Bowdler & Happ 
(1982) 

Between West 
Wallsend & 
Tomago  

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
transmission line 

1 set of axe grinding 
grooves. 

Approximately 
2.5km south 

ERM Mitchell 
McCotter (1996) 

South Beresfield  Aboriginal 
archaeological test 
excavations: 
proposed 
industrial estate 

74 predominantly silcrete 
flaked artefacts recovered 
from 78 test pits. The 
majority of stone was found 
to be part of a natural 
geological deposit. 

Approximately 
2.5km west 

ERM (2010) CTGM between 
Stoney Pinch and 
Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed upgrade 
of CTGM 

1 previously recorded 
artefact scatter (2 silicified 
tuff flaked artefacts; unable 
to be located during survey) 
& 1 isolated silcrete broken 
flake, 3 new isolated (flaked 
silcrete) artefacts & 2 new 
artefact scatters (flaked & 
heat-shattered silcrete, 
mudstone & tuff artefacts) 
identified. Area of 
archaeological potential 
identified, associated with 
new & previously recorded 
artefact scatters. Test 
excavation of area of 
archaeological potential 
recommended. 

Approximately 
2.5km west 

Silcox (1999) Weakleys Flat, 
Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological test 
excavations: 
proposed 
industrial estate 

A survey was hampered by 
low visibility, but an area of 
archaeological potential 
was identified on a low rise 
between Weakleys Flat and 
Viney Creeks. Test 
excavation of 10 backhoe 
trenches in the area 
recovered 42 predominantly 
silcrete flaked artefacts. The 
area was poorly drained, & 
it was considered that 
Aboriginal occupation 
would have been 
concentrated on well-
drained slopes & elevated 
surfaces on the margins of 
the swamp, rather than on 
the feeder streams. 

Approximately 
3km west 

Umwelt (2001) South Beresfield Aboriginal 
archaeological 

Preliminary field survey of 
riparian corridor between 

Approximately 
3km west 
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assessment & test 
excavations: 
proposed freeway 
industrial estate 

Weakleys Flat & Viney 
Creeks found little ground 
surface exposure. Auguring 
identified 81 artefacts. 
Heavy rain exposed 23sites 
(comprising 1, 4 & 72 
artefacts). 180 artefacts 
were recovered from test 
trenches. Total of 338 
flaked artefacts, made by 
freehand percussion & 
pressure flaking of 
predominantly silcrete & 
tuff. Highest density of 
artefacts found on lower 
slope above Weakleys Flat 
Creek, spur extension & 
junction of floodplains. 
Considered to be low 
density artefact scatter, 
resulting from brief stays by 
small number of people. 

Umwelt (2005b) Weakleys Drive & 
New England 
Highway 
intersection, 
Beresfield to 
Thornton 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment & test 
excavations: 
proposed road 
interchange 

Field survey found little 
ground surface exposure. 
Over 2500 predominantly 
silcrete flaked & heat-
shattered artefacts were 
recovered from 64 augur 
pits. Recommended 
realignment of part of road, 
& protect of site with 
geofabric. 

Approximately 
3km north west 

Umwelt (2010) Weakleys Drive & 
New England 
Highway 
intersection, 
Beresfield to 
Thornton 

Aboriginal cultural 
monitoring & 
artefact collection: 
road interchange 

594 predominantly silcrete 
(& some mudstone, tuff & 
fine-grained siliceous [FGS]) 
flaked & heat-shattered 
artefacts (including Bondi 
points, backed blades & 
geometric microliths) 
identified, predominantly 
recovered from gentle 
slopes. Excavations 
previously undertaken by 
Umwelt 2005b (see above). 

Approximately 
3km north west 

Kuskie (2002) Black Hill Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed 
subdivision 

2 red silcrete flakes 
identified on gently inclined 
spur crest c.100m from 
Hexham Swamp, & 
potential for subsurface 
deposit at the site was 
assessed to be high. Low 
spur crests bordering 
Hexham Swamp, & possibly 
level ridge crest, considered 
to have archaeological 
sensitivity, & test excavation 
or conservation 
recommended. 

Approximately 
3.5km west 

Kuskie (2007b) Freeway South 
Business Park, 
Beresfield 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed business 
park 

A survey identified 23 
flaked silcrete & volcanic 
tuff artefacts, at 11 low 
density stone artefact sites. 
Sub-surface potential was 
considered to be low. 1 site 
with high potential was to 
be conserved within a 
drainage reserve, & 
artefacts from the other 10 
sites were to be collected. 

Approximately 
3.5km west 

Umwelt (1998, 
and 2003b) 

Beresfield Aboriginal 
archaeological 
studies: proposed 
open cut coal mine 

The 1998 survey located 4 
stone artefact scatters (1 of 
which was associated with 
an axe grinding groove) & 3 
isolated finds near Four 
Mile Creek. 1 previously 

Approximately 
4km west 
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recorded isolated find was 
unable to be located. 3 
isolated finds were located 
during the 2003 survey. 4 
isolated finds were to be 
impacted by the 
development, & consent to 
destroy was recommended 
for these sites. 

ERM (2005) Rail crossing at 
Sandgate 

Aboriginal 
heritage 
assessment: 
proposed rail 
culvert drainage 
works 

No survey was undertaken 
as the area was inundated. 

4km south east 

Dallas (1982) Kooragang Island Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: power line 
and train 
marshalling yards 

No sites located. Approximately 
4-6.5km east 

Mills & 
Wilkinson 
(1994a) 

Shortland 
WWTW, Hexham 
Swamp  

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: WWTW 

2 stone artefact scatters, 6 
isolated artefacts (flaked 
silcrete & chert) recorded in 
disturbed contexts. 

Approximately 
4.5km south 

JMCHM (1997) Between 
Maryland Water 
Pumping Station 
& Shortland 
Waste Water 
Treatment Works 
(WWTW)  

Archaeological 
survey: proposed 
rising main 

No sites located. Approximately 
4.5km south 

Kuskie & 
Kamminga 
(2000) 

F3 near 
Lenaghans Drive, 
Black Hill 

Archaeological 
salvage excavation 
of sites #38-4-0376 
and #38-4-0410: 
proposed F3 
freeway 

Initially 612 25cm x 25cm 
pits were excavated at 3m 
intervals. Larger open area 
excavations were then 
undertaken, on the ridge 
crest, along the 
watercourse, and up the 
slope from the creek. Lastly, 
7 grader scrapes were 
excavated, with 1 of the 
areas savaged by hand to 
recover dense artefact 
concentrations. 37,585 
predominantly rhyolitic tuff 
& silcrete flaked (including 
microlithic & bipolar) & 
heat-treated stone artefacts 
were recovered. 2 possible 
heat treatment pits were 
also identified. Evidence 
suggests 1 or more nuclear 
or extended family base 
camps, with several 
episodes of short-term 
occupation. Manufacture of 
microblades was a common 
activity. Microblade & 
microlith technology 
indicates that the site was 
occupied after c.4000BP. 

Approximately 
5km west 

Effenberger & 
Baker (1996) 

Hexham Swamp, 
near Black Hill 

Archaeological test 
excavation: 
proposed F3 
freeway 

Low density artefact scatters 
(silcrete, chert, indurated 
mudstone, quartz & 
quartzite flakes, cores, 
backed blades, 
retouch/usewear, arapia & 
elouera) across all tested 
area, with higher density 
areas interpreted as 
knapping floors. 

Approximately 
5km west 

HLA (1996) Fletcher Archaeological test 
excavation: 
proposed 

No artefacts recovered from 
74 test pits. 

Approximately 
5km south west 



Hexham Relief Roads Project: Aboriginal Heritage Impact Assessment  

   90 
 

residential 
development 

Umwelt (2002a) Blue Gum Vista 
Estate, Fletcher  

Aboriginal 
archaeological test 
excavations: PAD 
in residential 
subdivision 

3001 artefacts recovered 
from 316m2, comprising 
indurated mudstone/tuff, 
silcrete, chert, quartz, 
quartzite, petrified wood & 
volcanic whole, broken & 
retouched flakes, flaked 
pieces, cores, hammer-
stones, anvil & grindstone. 

Approximately 
5km south west 

Insite Heritage 
(2007) 

272 Minmi Road, 
Fletcher 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
assessment: 
proposed 
residential 
subdivision 

Adjacent to Blue Gum Vista 
Estate. Landform conistent 
with previously identified 
PAD excavated by Umwelt 
2002a (see above). Salvage 
of subsurface deposit 
recommended. 

Approximately 
5km south west 

Silcox & Ruig 
(1995) 

Water Parade, 
Black Hill 

Archaeological test 
excavation: 
proposed 
subdivision 

663 artefacts recovered 
from 218 test pits 
(indurated mudstone, 
silcrete, quartz, chert & 
quartzite flakes, broken 
flakes, flaked pieces, backed 
blades, retouch/ usewear & 
cores). 

Approximately 
5.5km west 

Mills (1995) Nikkinba Ridge, 
Churnwood Drive, 
Fletcher 

Archaeological 
survey: proposed 
residential      
development 

No sites located but area 
identified as PAD due to 
proximity to Hexham 
Swamp; test excavations 
recommended. 

Approximately 
5.5km south 
west 

Mills (1998) Nikkinba Ridge, 
Churnwood Drive, 
Fletcher 

Archaeological test 
excavation: 
proposed 
residential 
development 

Low density scatters at 5 
locations; higher densities 
on Wentworth Creek & 
closer to Hexham Swamp. 

Approximately 
5.5km south 
west  

Austral 
Archaeology 
(2006) 

Beech Close, 
Fletcher 

Archaeological test 
excavation: 
proposed retail 
development 

60 predominantly silcrete 
(as well as FGS and quartz) 
flaked artefacts recovered 
from 14 test pits. Assessed 
as low density artefact 
scatter, possibly with nearby 
raw material source. 

Approximately 
5.5km south 
west 

Mills & 
Wilkinson 
(1994b) 

Maryland  Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
Landcom 
development 

3 artefact scatters (flaked 
silcrete, mudstone & chert); 
1 PAD. 

Approximately 
5.5km south 
west 

Brayshaw (1984) Lookout Road to 
Newcastle Road, 
Lambton Heights 

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey of three 
routes proposed 
for state highway 

None. 6km south 

Brayshaw & Kerr 
(2000) 

Newcastle Link 
Road, Elermore 
Vale  

Aboriginal 
archaeological 
survey: proposed 
rezoning area  

Possible silicified tuff 
extraction site on a slope, 1 
stone artefact scatter (6 
flaked artefacts made of 
silicified tuff, silcrete & tuff) 
on a slope above a creek, 1 
set of 7 axe grinding 
grooves on a sandstone 
exposure in Brush Creek, & 
2 isolated finds (silicified 
tuff core fragment on a 
saddle; silcrete flake on a 
slope). 

Approximately 
7km south 

Brayshaw (1986) National Highway 
between 
Wakefield & 
Minmi Road,  
Lenaghans Flat  

Archaeological 
assessment: 
highway (EIS)  

1 stone artefact scatter (21 
indurated mudstone, 
silcrete & glass artefacts); 
set of 14 grinding grooves 
in sandstone bed of Cocked 
Hat Creek. 

Approximately 
8-19km south 
west 

Mills (1999) NorthLakes 
estate, Cameron 

Archaeological 
survey: proposed 

3 stone artefact scatters, 8 
isolated artefacts (silcrete & 

Approximately 
10km south 



Hexham Relief Roads Project: Aboriginal Heritage Impact Assessment  

   91 
 

Park residential 
subdivision 

mudstone flakes, broken 
flakes & flaked pieces); 6 
PADs identified on creek 
beds & raised terraces above 
creek. 

west 

 

  


