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8 October 1996 

Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
PO Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

Dear Ms Court 

4/78 Ocean Street 
Woollahra NSW 2025 

In addendum of my letter of 04 October 1996, I wish to elaborate a little more on the impact 
of the Eastern Distributor on Moo re Park Road, Flinders Street and Bourke Street. 

The opening of the Eastern Distributor will ease the bottleneck around Taylor Square and 
Drivers Triangle. 

This in turn will allow regional traffic problems in Ocean Street, Paddington, Woollahra, 
Moore Park etc. to be addressed. Along with extra traffic generated by Fox Studios and main 
events in the area. 

This will result in a large increase in traffic using Moore Park Road. 

Because Moore Park Road, does not have its own entry portal into the Eastern Distributor 
tunnel, it is in conflict with Anzac Parade. There is one lane into the tunnel for both streets 
controlled by traffic lights. 

There is also conflicting traffic from 

Anzac Parade into 
Flinders Street 
Fitzroy St 
Moore Park Road 

Moore Park Road into 
Flinders Street 
Fitzroy Street 
South Dowling Street .· ..... . 

So we still have a bottleneck for traffic entering the tunnel. 

However we do have the opportunity to allow non tolled traffic to proceed up Flinders Street, 
across Taylor Square into Bourke Street and so go to CBD, bridge tunnel. This would 
provide an 'easy' 6lane highway from Syd Einfeld Drive, Moore Park Road, Flinders Street, 
Bourke Street with off ramps to Eastern Distributor, South Dowling, Flinders, Oxford Street 
and bridge/tunnel - this solves so many problems for the whole Eastern Suburbs. 

It is also important to keep non tolled traffic from South Dowling Street separate from non 
tolled traffic from Moo re Park Road/ Anzac Parade. South Dowling Street has good access to 
tunnel, Syd Einfeld Drive traffic does not. 



I would point out that O.S.N.O.F. (Ocean Street Not Ocean Freeway) has been one of the 
main lobby groups keeping the Eastern Distributor on the political agenda all these years. We 
have eamt the right to be heard and have our problem addressed. 

In conclusion:-

You must allow for a large increase in traffic at Moo re Park Road. 

You must allow at the design stage for future placement of tunnel 
and portals at Drivers Triangle. 

There must be a regional traffic plan prepared for the Eastern 
Distributor that takes into account the needs of North/South traffic 
as well as East/West traffic, which includes measures to divert 
regional traffic away from Ocean Street. 

Lastly, prepare an EIS to assess impacts of all new traffic proposals 
associated with the distributor on major streets in Easter & 
Southern Suburbs. 
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TO: Victor Yeung, DUAP ~..Jl\ 

Moving 
people 
not C::RIS 

FROM: Gavjn Gatenby. TAG tiii~AI:IiauGnlall 
4, 1 ·' r, 1 • I ' I I I o l • 

DATE 1.9.96 
PO Box 333 
Bexley NSW ?.2.07 

TWO PAGES TOTAL 

Eastern Distributor Environmental Impact Statement 

It has come to our attention that a meeting was held last week involving 

DUAP, RTA and local government in relation to the above proposal. At 

the meeting we understand that DUAP called for stakehold.er groups to 

raise any matters which they felt should be dealt w;th in the ETS. 

I must. vigorously protest that this meeting was called without n~tifying 

relevant interest. grou~ such_ as Transport Action Group, Actton for 

Public Transport. National Tru~ Total Environment Centre, etc. 

1 further understand that you agreeel at tnts meeting tRti.t concerned groups 

have until Tue.c;day (3.9.96) to make submissions in this matter. 

Transport Action Group makes the following submission in relation to 

matters which the proponent:s should be instructed by the DG DUAP to 

specifically discuss in the EIS: 

1. Oil availability in the short to medium term and its economic 

impacts 

Highly respected oil industry analysts are warning that the world is 

approaching the midpoint of oil depletion; The pessimistic prognosis 

(Petroconsultants, Novum Corp, Brian J. Fleay) is that midpoint wil1 be 

reached around the year 2000. The optimistic forecast is that it will 

happen in 2010 (US Geological Survey). Nobody in the oil industry i~> 

forecasting a scenario more optimb1ic that the USGS prognosis. 

From midpoint, supplies will decay exponeotially until conventional oil 

will be totally depleted in 2050 (or about 2055 in the optimistic case). 

Australia is particularly vulnerable to the · decline in oil because our 

domestic fields are drying up rapidly and only very small and difficult to 

exploit fields are expected to be found in the next few years. 

ObYiously the economic and social effects of this will be colossal 

because there is simply no known fuel which can replace. in quantity or 

quality, the cheap conventional oil fuels which currently support our 

economy, particularly in the transport sector. Assuming that the project 

wac; constructed by 2000, the probable effects of oil depletion within the 
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fir~t decade after con~truction include: 

• A doubling of current petrol, diesel and Jet-A! prices in real tenns 

• Heavy fuel and car tnx.es and other government measure~ to 

discourage road vehicle use 

• A sharp decline in private motor vehicle ua vel 

• A stee.p decline in passenger air travel and air freight. 

Excellent, highly detailed and credible material on this question is now 

available. Of special note is Petroconsuhants' study The Wo,.ld"s Oil 

Supply. I 930-2050 by CJ Campbetl and 1H Lahem:rc. I will post you 

s~lected key extracts from this report on Monday. You ~hould also 

refer to Decline of the Age nfOil by Brian J Fleay, Pluto Press. Sydney 
1995. which provides oon~idcrable detail on the Australian context Brian 

Fleay can b~ con~ctcd on OQ 32K 7065. 

2. Competition between the tollway and New Southern Railway 

There is now considerable evidence to support the view that new 

motorway~. (or other road capacity increases) draw patronage away from 
public uan~port and that this is an economically de&tructive fonn of 

competitton (pers comm Michelle Zcibotc;, tiTS). It should be noted that 
the proposal is in direct competition with NSR for patronage. The effects 

ofthitt should be fully discussed. 

· Please confmn receipt of this submisAion by phone on 02 9567 8502 

(after hours). 

Tran::;pon Action Oroup. 

Cnpits to: APT, National Trust, TEC. 

P. 005 
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I The Director, 
Dep-cU'tment of Urban Affairs & Planning 

altention: Mr Victor Yeung I fax 9391-2151 
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Dear Sir, 

Eastem Distributor EIS Guidelines 

I understand that your Department bu met with the RTA and local government in order to 

prepare guidelines for lhe proposed Eastern Distributor Stage 3 toll road. I understand that it was 

decided to exclude community groups from the process. I would like to pcesent some matters 

which I suggest should be included as EIS beads of consideration a.ndlor as special requirements. ' 

The economic assessment $hCluld take account of the extra traffic whicf\ will be generated 

by the proposed toll way arid show the cosu due to such traffic. This induced tr4ffic is referred to 

in. for instilnce, Tmwl Dtmand MtuUJgt!TMnt Guitl~lin~s {Austroads AP117) and Trunlc ROQds 

o.nd riLe Gt!IIBration of Traffic (U.K. Dept. of Tspt). 8oth of these should be readily available 

within your Department and the RTA. Note that Boo~-Allen in Road TNUISpon. Futurl! Direc­

tions, advjsed the RTA that the RTA's practice of building roads in urban arce~.5 in order to 

-="cure" congestion was il1·3dviscd. and thast time lost due to peak congestion stand2i to increase 

600~ by 2011 if CUI'R:Ilt coadbuilding policiC$ continue. 

The economic assessment should addre."-co the need for re-negotiating the conl.r.lc:t for the 

·New Southern Railway if a competing road project. such as the proposed toll way, is buiiL This 

feature of dJe NSR contract was reported in the Ht!rald on 23rd October last year. 

The: E(S shoul4 also discuss the issue of the dwindling reserves of cheaply-n:covccable 

crude oil. which may lead to major price rises of oll-based fuels and thence of lon1...clistance air 

fares. Such price rises could well discourage both domestic and inl~m~iltionaJ air travel, and 

therefore affect the number af passengers using Sydney Airport. If the EIS predict~ continued 

&rowrh in airport uS&ge, it should explain why it expect~ thi., growth to occur despite possible 

sharp rises in air fan:$. · · 

The EIS ·should also address the effect of the proposed expressway on the income. and 

therefore lhe ease of sale or privuisation, of the Fedcnl Airports Corporation. We u,nderstand 

that this Corporarion is dcpcodent on car parking charges for 4SCJ& of its ineome, which b~ a 

dUcc:t bearing on. iiS ability to fund hs capital wbrts and other budgets. We are concerned that 

any bias on the bChalf'Of lhc Cmpcmation to encourage 3CCCSS to Sydney Airport by car may not 

be in the public interesl We think lhat uaffic gau:rators like airports arc best served by public 

transport. We also suspect that the Corpcndon would attempt to externalise, to Councils or the 

RT A. the costs of any additional roadworb which might be required to serve tbe ai1p0n. 

1 refer to the many recent studies, prc~ for all levels of government. wf\ich have em­

phasised the need to shifi the travel modal-split in Sydney toward public transpon. The EIS 

should ;d,o attempt to m;OOctiC these swdies with perverse govemment actions, agam at all lev­

el5. which are perceived to reinforce and encourage additionnl journeys by priva.lC car. 

-
Y OUTS sinccn:ly, 

;;r"' D- ... ~ 

Jim Donovan 
~~.r.no.tt~rv fn?.'\9lS1-3SJ6 fwl or nt8 609208 (mnhilel 
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OCT 16 '96 12:49 INTELINK C02 )357 7078 

16 October 1996 

Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
Community Access Dntre 
PO Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

Fax 9699 4107 

To the Coordinator 

I attended a meeting for local residents in the Cathedral Street area 
on Thursday 10 October and wish to add another issue to the EIS list 
that was assembled that evening. 

Areas of the land currently owned by the RT A are leased 
for use as car parks. To a large extent, these car parks are 
servicing businesses which are a part of the 
Woolloomooloo community. What will be the car parking 
provision in Woolloomooloo when this land is resumed 
by the RTA for road construction? 

I also understand that Woolloomooloo is Sydney's first community 
village. It would be outrageous to have this important historical area 

. cut off from the dty by a visual, noise and grime polluting multi-lane 
expressway. I totally endorse the recommendation to put it 
underground from the Cahill Expressway. 

With thanks 

Rick Bloore 
Director 

Intelink 
MARUTINQ 1Y DUIU 

INTELINK PTY LTD 

ACN 001 282 793 

98 BOURKE STREET 

WOOLLOOMOOLOO 

SYDNEY NSW 2011 

AUSTRALIA 

PHONE (02) 358 5333 

FAX (02) 357 7078 
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The proposed Eastern Distributor has focussed too exclusively on the north-south traffic flows, and 

has given inadequate attention to the impact the new arrangements will have on east-west flows . 

The long-standing bottleneck for traffic coming down Moore Park Road to the city will still occur. 

2 . There is a need for two west (i.e . City) bound lanes of Moore Park Road to go under Anzac Parade 

and South Dowling Streets and come out below in Fitzroy Street. This is possible because of the 

way the land falls , and should have been done a few decades ago. This would encourage traffic 

originating in Bronte, Coogee, Randwick, Waverley, Bondi Junction, and suburbs further to the east 

to use Moore Park Road, for which it was originally designed. 

3 . There should either be no toll or it should be applied to rul traffic originating in the south-east and 

east of the Distributor. Otherwise, motorists who want to join the Cahill Expressway will simply make 

a point of using Ocean Street and New South Head Road (and William Street) in order to avoid 

paying the toll. The pressure on those roads is already intense; it will get worse unless toll-dodgers 

have no incentive to use them. 

4. Toll-dodgers could also use Oxford Street and Darlinghurst Road or various small streets to enter 

the Cahill Expressway . Surely, part of the point of this exercise is to remove through-traffic from 

these neighbourhood streets. 

I 
1---------------------
I ______________________ _ 
I ______________________ _ 

1----------------------­
l ----------------------

Oat~ : 

1-----------------------
The supply of your details is optional. If you do record your. name and address, we can send you more information as it comes to hand . 

I Nam~: LJalMfi. M~f4..2. .- WJt:t:>k 
Addr~ss: ~ !)~ £''C. • 

Postcod~ : 
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Auachment A - Minutes of Meeting with Antique Centre 

Eastern Distributor Environmental Impact Statement 

Minutes of Meeting 

Date: Friday 20th SCJ)tember IO.JOam 

Attendees: 

Neil Burley - Sydney Antique Centre 

Chris Higgins - The Design Establishment 

John Coady - Project Planning Associates Pty Ltd 

Michelle Gordon - Kortlang 

Harvey Sanders - Design Collaborati\'e 

Gene Farrugia - RT A 

Fiona Court - Rust PPK 

l . The Antique Centre requested the EIS designs adopted two curbside northbound lanes, the 
curbside lane having parking available during the non-peak period. 

2. Parking restrictions behind the Centre were questioned. Rust PPK advised this was a local 
Cow1cil mauer and would be addressed through the Local Area Improvement program Process. 

3. Antique Centre representatives expressed concern about Local Area Improvement Program 
process and its connection to the EIS process. The two should not be divorced. Concern was 
expressed that th~ REF process may compromise the results of the EIS. RT A advised that parking 
restrictions on major arterial routes may be subject to review when necessary in the future. regardless 
of immediate conclusions of EIS/REF. The process of undertaking some studies post EIS preparation 
was questioned in terms of fulfilling the requirements of the EIS. Rust PPK to respond at next 
meeting. 

4. Landscaping Masterplan for South Dowling Street. Concern was expressed that the 
Masterplan was being prepared under the guidance of the Moore Park Trust who would have a vested 
·interest in preserving the parklands from acquisition requirements and may influence the outcome of 
the road design process. Rust PPK advised that the Masterplan would adopt the recommended cross 
section provided by Rust PPK during the EIS preparation process. Rust PPK to consult Moore Park 
Trust regarding a\'ailability of consultants brief for these studies. 

5. Antique centre representatives questioned acquisition process for Moore Park land. Rust 
PPK advised that an Act of Parliament was required and would advise further at next meeting. 

6. Antique representatives questioned proposed construction staging. Rust PPK advised tltis 
mauer was still under review and would be documented within the EIS. Rust PPK to investigate 
further for next meeting. 

7. The question was asked whether traffic flows could be accommodated by one northbound 
curbside road. Traffic volumes were requested including for non-peak periods and most recent counts. 
Rust PPK advised counts were conducted in November 1995. Rust PPK to follow up. 

Next Meeting: Monday 30th September 1996, 10.30am 535 Crown Street. 
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Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
PO Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

JZfF: oa+ 

29 Tudor Street 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

1 October 1996 

Eastern Distributor - Impact on Local Traffic 

We would like to register our concern about the impact of the Eastern 
Distributor Tollway on local traffic. 

In particular, we are concerned that the effect of the toll way and associated 
closure of Bourke Street will be to divert traffic to streets such as Crown Street. As 
we understand the proposal, after telephone discussions with Rust PPK, Cleveland 
Street is the latest point at which cars can leave the Eastern Distributor and avoid the 
northbound toll. Therefore, there is likely to be a large increase of traffic on 
Cleveland Street and Crown Street. In short Cleveland Street will become even worse 
and Crown Street, a street lined with homes, restaurants and shops, will become the 
new South Dowling Street. 

From the point of view of local residents, this is far from an improvement to 
the local traffic situation. 

Yours sincerely 

;>1('~ J -5;,~ ~I 
/ ~Pw ~ tit::f 
Andrew Bell ---
Joanna Bird 
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The following are our suggestions and concerns. 

That the tunnel should extend to, at least, the south side of 
Oeveland street if not past Dacey A venue to allow the residents of 
Surry Hills to feel that they are not completely cut off from the parks 
and recreation areas on the east side of South Dowling Street. The 
dedicated cycle way from Sydney University t~ Centennial Park 
would then be unaffected. 

If the tunnel was extended then land from Moore Park would not 
have to be resumed, rather Moore Park might gain a lane or two. 
Thus money might be saved and could be used for extending the 
tunnel. Perhaps the Moore Park Trust could even help foot the bill 
in return for the extra land. · 

That we would strongly object to a pedestrian overpass or bridge at 
Parkham Street as this would affect the privacy of our residence 
and from an architectural and heritage point of view would be ugly 
and ruin the grand facade of 19th century terraces. 

In conclusion, an extension of the tunnel would return the area to 
the pleasant parkside suburb that it was originally meant to be and 
help to preserve a heritage area of great potential beauty. 
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FRANCO MARINELLI I 
467 LIVERPOOL ST, . 
DARLINGHURST. N.S. w. I 
PH: 9360-1861 
FAX: .9360-1693 

TO: The Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
P.O. BOX397 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010. 

Dear Sir I Madam, 
2 October 1996. 

As a resident of Liverpool Street Darlinghurst ( between Womerah Ave and 
Boundary St.) I am extremely concerned that the implementation of a 
northbound toll for the Eastern Distributor will cause an increase in traffic to this 
residential section of Liverpool St. 

Motorists seeking to avoid the northbound toll will use Liverpool St as part of 
their alternative northbound route. Traffic along this street has already 
increased substantially since the opening of the Harbour Tunnel - due to 
motorists taking an alternative route to avoid heavy traffic on Flinders St, Crown 
St. 

Over the years I and my fellow residents have been campaigning strongly to 
have traffic along this section of Liverpool St restricted. This is a serious issue 
because; 

1. This section of Liverpool St, is too steep and narrow to accommodate a 
large flow of traffic. (Numerous accidents have occurred at the corner of 
Womerah Ave and Liverpool St - please refer to AT A Police records. 

2. Darlingurst Primary school has its boundary along this section of 
Liverpool St . An increase in noise, pollution and pedestrian vulnerability is 
simply not fair on young children. 

3. lt will demean the local residential character of the neighbourhood. 

Because of these reasons I hope that you will seriously consider restricting 
traffic along this section of Liverpool St. Possible solutions would be; 

1. Closing this section of Liverpool St to through traffic. 

2. Making this section of Liverpool St ONE WAY in an EAST BOUND 
direction to allow for local traffic usage only. 

I hope that you will raise this issue in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

Yoi;:l}l 
Franco Marinelli. 
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Garry Humphrey 
Senior Projects Manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
PO Box 558 
Blacktown 
NSW 2148 

22 October 1996 Copy: Mark Keogh/Rust PPK/Local residents 

0<"63 

The Hopkins System Pty Limited. 14 Moore Park Road. Paddington. NSW. Australia. 2021. Tel: (02) 360 1466. Fax: (02) 360 1289. ACN 051 149 074 

Dear Mr Humphrey, 

I attended the meeting at the Community Access Centre on 1 October 1996. 

I was delighted to learn that the environmental impact statement would now 
be based on the Eastern Distributor (ED) Moore Park Rd exit being in 
front of the Barracks rather than right outside our homes and businesses. 

Whoever was responsible for that decision should be congratulated. 

However there are a number of other matters about which I am most 
concerned and I seek ·your advice. They are: 

• What number of vehicles do you anticipate using Moore Park Road to 
gain access to the ED and what increase does this represent? 

• How will you manage the constant queuing of traffic in Moore Park Rd 
waiting to enter the ED? 

• Would it not make perfect sense to have an entry into the ED east of 
Greens Rd at the same place as there is an exit? " 

• What arrangements short and long term do you have for parking in 
front of the houses at the western end of Moore Park Road? Many of us 
run businesses and have clients and couriers constantly arriving. 
Without parking we will be eclipsed. 

• It is becoming increasingly difficult for pedestrians to cross any of the 
major intersections in the area. What is the plan for pedestrians in our 
area with the advent of the ED? 

The International Creative Consultancy. 



• Local and visitor pedestrian safety, especially when there are major 
events at the Showgrounds, SCG, SFS and in Moore Park is also a big 
problem. And it is going to get worse with the ED and Fox Studios. 
Again would not an entry into the ED east of Greens Rd solve the 
problem? What is your plan please? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 
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73 Dowling Street 
Kensington NSW 2033 

Eastern Distributor 
Community Access Centre 
535 Crown Street 
P 0 Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

Attention: Mark Keogh 

Dear Sir 

Manager Environmental Planning 
Rust-PPK Pty Ltd 

Proposed Eastern Distributor 

21 October 1996 

We recently attended a meeting on Saturday 5th October 1996, and we were 
given an opportunity to voice our very serious concerns in writing to you so that 
you will be responsible to ensure that the various Government Departments and 
others involved in the prooosed project are aware of our concerns. 

Our concerns are: 

1. Noise 
2. Safety 

Access in and out of our property on Dowling Street 
3. Air Quality/ Pollution 
4. Vibration 
5. Compensation 

To elaborate and try to solve these problems should the proposal be forced 
through. 

1. Noise 

The nose level is already barely acceptable. For Dowling Street to 
become part of an Express-way there are some solutions to lessen the 
imposition on residents. 

The access /exit lanes are limited to 60 kph. 

No Trucks are allowed in the access/ exit lanes. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Safety 

Residents are provided with parking facilities on & off Dowling 
Street without danger of fines. 

Residents must be provided with a simple safe method of arriving 
and leaving their homes. 

No access streets leading onto South Dowling and Dowling Streets 
should be partially or completely blocked under any 
circumstances, between Supa Centre and Link Road. 

Air Pollution & Quality 

0 

Trucks should only be allowed on the Express-way 4 lanes and Not 
on the access roads and roads nearest private homes. 

The prooosed tunnel should preferably be the length of Dowling 
Street from Supa Ce:1tre to Link Road. 

Vibration . 

The proposal is asking residents to accept tunnel drilling and/or road 
works at all hours 7 days a week. Either way there will be vibration and 
residents should be protected against vibration and damage to their 
homes. This should be documented and established before any work 
commences. 

Compensation 

This area of concern also related to ( 4) above but perhaps offers can be 
made to residents to move before work starts. The amount of money 
involved would be small compared with the cost of this project. 

Yours faithfully, 

(K E Thomas) 
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AV. Burgess 
General Manager 
Randwick City Council 
30 Frances Street 
Randwick NSW 2031 

Attention: Warwick Mertell 

Dear Sir 

Re: West Kensington Traffic Management - 'Proposal' 

73 Dowling Street 
Kensington NSW 2033 

Tel: (H) 662-2420 
(W) 233-3300 

25 May 1995 

Vve appreciate the time you have s;;ent expla ining the pmposal to us however it is 

important that we strongly express our concerns. 

1. We see absolutely no benefit to residents in South Dowling and Dowling Streets, 

in fact only enormous inconvenience on top of living on an expressway. We 

purchased No. 73 Dowling Street accepting the expressway and that we could 

use either Baker or Myrtle or both, to move off Dowling Street and out of danger 

and park or wait until there is a break in the traffic so we can turn back into 

Dowling Street then into our property. We still need to leave a car in either 

Baker or Myrtle. 

2. · To block half of Baker and all of Myrtle streets, etc will cause all of us in Dowling 

Street considerable headaches and danger trying to enter our properties from the 

expressway from a fast line of traffic. 

3. The only benefit of this proposal is to residents who live in the back streets 

between South Dowling and Todman streets. They already avoid the stream of 

cars dovvn Todman and Dowling and only get a few cars down their streets where 

cars cut through from Todman to South Dowling. 

lt is grossly unfair that we, in South Dowling and Dowling streets are further 

inconvenienced just to allow these residents an even more peaceful lifestyle than 

they alieady have. 

4. On top of Items 1 to 3 above, your proposal could reduce the value of our 

properties by denying comfortable access I entry from the streets leading into 

South Dowling instead of insisting and forcing us to only enter from the South 

Dowling Street Expressway. 
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Conclusion 

If this proposal goes ahead and we are in\'olved in an accident or property devaluation 

that can reasonably be attributable to U·a prcposal, we would not hesitate to seek legal 

advice. 

FINALLY, COULD SOMEONE TELL US WHY THIS HAS BEEN PROPOSED AND 

WHOM IT IS DESIGNED TO BENEFIT AND WHO INSTIGATED THE PROPOSAL. 

IF ANY COUNCIL ALDERMEN LIVE l~ THE STREETS BETWEEN TODMAN AND 

(SOUTH) DOVVL!NG STREETS THEN THIS SHOULD EE HIGHLIGHTED TO ALL 

RESIDENTS. 

If Cound st ill wants to procsed then a Pub!ic Meeting should be called so all interestad 

part ies c.sn have their time to express tr.s :t cpinions. Aftsr c: :!, as ratepc:yers, we shou!d 

all hs'/e aqusl say. 

fc - ~f. , lA' 
. ~ cfl~ 

j 

K E. Thomas 

rer:s.afe-s : ~:-s.::-;1~ ..... : s 
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PT. .... 

A V Burgess 
General Manager 
Randwick City Council 
30 Frances Street 
Randwick NSW 2031 

Dear Sir 

- --: - -

73 Dowling Street 
Kensington NSW 2033 

20 November 95 

We received your circular letter of 3/11/95 Ref: WM:JB T-13-13 and attach a copy 

of our letter of 25/5/95 to which we still have not had the courtesy of a reply. 

lt appears that the Council does not take into account the very real problems faced 

by residents affected by your proposals. At least the RTA replied and we are 

continuing our discussions with them and the NSW Police Department. 

Your Warvvick Mertell phoned us and indicated that the circular was merely to gauge 

reaction to the proposals and was merely in discussion stages. 

If you are seeking a partial compromise to solve the problems of residents affected 

by your proposal perhaps you should remove the Les Bridge Playground and replace 

it with rear access to our properties. 

We look forward to your reply in writing in the near future. 



Our reference: 381.5372 CF95/31S34 
Mr S i\fc Intyre 
Ph92511Sl 

MrKE Thomas 
73 Dowling Street 
KENSINGTON NSW 2033 

15June, 1995 

Dear Sir 

Thank you for your letter d:..:d 26 May, 1995 co:tcemi11g the Ra11dwick Council 
proposed West Kensingtoalocc.l area traftic man:..gement scheme.. 

P.::;!.:ls and Traf::c I 
t..uthori:y 
:--;;:wor~ S. Read Sa'::1 

T:-;.f;ic Fk:w E!Stern 0 :'--: ; 

36 Ennis Read 
i'O Box SI 

I 
I 

M:!sons Po : ~t NSW 2:1· 
Tele;>hone (02) 925 Ill 
Fz;:s imile (02) 925 11 ?.i 

I 

The Authority recommends .th:.t you submit your concerns to Council as part of~he 
public consultation. AttiYely follow the progress of the study to ensure that your 
concerns met. 
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I am sure that the Council will address your problems as part of the study. 

Thank you for your interest i:1 road safety and tr2.fric flow. 

Yours sincerely 

./:/i't\_ '! 
_kl-.fr S Procter 

Manager Traffic Flow East 

srar 
R.EV~\f~ 
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OUR REFERE?\CE: CF95/3183-+ 
i\1rs K Clo';er 
(02) 218 6410 

FILE NO: 95?\11576 

K E Thomas 
73 Dowling Street 
KENSINGTO~ NSW 2033 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I ,,-ish to ackno\\·Jedge receipt of your letter datd 26 :\fay 1995 conceming Rand\Yick 

Cow1cil's proposals about traftic J:roblems in your z.~ea. 

Your letter has been referred to the Authority's Sydr:ey Region z.nd you will receiYe a 

reply shortly. 

For further enquires please contact the Conm1U1:ity SerYices Ofticer at Sydney Region 

on telephone (02) 831 0911. 

Yours sincerely 

.// C~.,~:: /"" ~.(~ ·--- --, 

_,~I an .Dose 
· General Manager 

Corporate Community relations 
6 June 1995 

Roa~s a:1-j Trafi:c 

Au;hori:y 

2:0 E: i za~!:h Stre!t 
S;my Hills 
:'\ew Sc"th Wai~s 20!0 
Te~~;:hor.e (02) 218 6£::: 
i'O Box Kl98 
f-hy;,arl<et NSW 2COJ 
DX 13 Syc!ney 
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Statementl 
My s u g gestio n s o r con c e r n s regard i n g t h e c o n c e p t s o n d is p I ay are :I 

Ins e of {)5'"' eve"' n,oy t:-t"'l<la.-...d fo 

! 
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--------------------~1 

______________________ I 

-----------------------------1 
=Oa=te~: --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 
The supply of your details is optional. If you do record your name and address, we can send you more information as it comes to hand. I 
~ I 
~Ad~dr~~~s:--------------------------------------------------------------------------
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My suggestions or concerns regarding the concepts on display are : 

A,'"' ill, "<% ,avv± ,:, A:d·hv v st, > ,, ...... l !{"&~ T ~ 3 vYJ&jV'Y 
( W)C -(N:V\', I '2 '-':J"J0tl<;f"V:, 

I Name: D A.\r I D be? f....n't=k D 
~Add=r~~s:~J~~)--~A~.~~~~~~~u~~~~s~t----~S~u~~~~~~~,~~~lL--~~e~)-------------1 Postcode: ) 0 ( 0 



Mr. Garry Humphrey 
Senior Projects Manager 
Roads Traffic Authority 
PO Box 558 
Blacktown NSW 2148 

Dear Sir, 

83 Dowling 
St. 
Kensington 
N.S.W. 2033 
21/10/96 

RE: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. 

We are vehemently opposed to the closure of In gram Street Kensington as shown on the 
plan of the proposed EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR. Efforts have been made in the past by 
Randwick Council to close this street but have decided against doing so allowing for our 
unique situation- refer Mr. W. Mertell Randwick Council. 

However, should this closure be essential to the motorway then we consider it not 
unreasonable for the R. T.A. to provide us with access to either Myrtle Street or Dowling 
Lane. This could perhaps be done through negotiation with adjoining neighbours and by 
payment of appropriate compensation to all parties concerned. 

Along with all the other disturbing aspects of the proposed Motorway this possible closure 
in particular is very worrying. Accordingly, we should be pleased to have your comments 
at the earliest opportunity. 

&
aithfully~ ; 

' -
• r ~ '-7 .u """- .~ I 

t~a__:__ 
W.Wilson j 

og~ l 
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• Private Hospitals • Nursing Homes • Retirement Villages • Medical Centres • Home Nursing 

October 15, 1996 
g\word\Corresp\DougVEnviron 

The Manager 
Environmental Planning 
RUST PPK Pty Ltd 
Level3 
9 Blaxland Road 
RHODES NSW 2138 

Attention: Mr. Mark Keogh 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Eastern Distributor Environmental Impact Statement 

Q<g9 

Further to your letter dated 9 October, 1996, addressed to Mr. Garry Humphrey of 
the Roads & Traffic Authority, we wish to reaffirm and emphasise two points which 
were voiced by several parties at the meeting held on 30 September 1996. 

Firstly, we wish to endorse our support for the completion of the Eastern Distributor 
at the earliest possible time. We believe that it will be of great benefit to the 
immediate East Sydney district by relieving a large amount of the current traffic 
congestion and pollution. 

Secondly, we feel that the initial placement of the exhaust duct at the corner of 
Stanley & Palmer Streets may neutralise the pollution benefits as stated above to 
such a degree as to make it detrimental. Could you please advise this office of the 
nature and controls of the output of this stack along with any option available to 
pl~ce it on William Street where its output would be less drastic. 

Thank you for keeping us informed on the progress of this important development, 
and we look forward to successful result. 

Yours faithfully, 
MORAN HEALTH CARE GROUP PTY LIMITED 

Peter G. Moran 
Director 

PGM:ap 

cc: Mr. Garry Humphrey, Snr. Project Mgr., RTA, PO Box 558, BlacktoW'l, NSW 2148 
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17 October 1996 

Gany Humpbrey 
Senior Projcczs Manager 
Roads and Traffic Authority 
PO BoxS58 
BLACKTOWN NSW 2148 

Dear Mr Humpbrcy 

SUBJECT: £ASTERN DJSTRIBUTOR 

+61 2 8310036 

6 Kidma• Ta'l'llc:e 
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 

Tch (01) 9359 '* 

LOCATION Of TIJNNELS. NORm END • WOOLLOOMOOLOO 

We wrice with our comments on the above subject. 

• We are not opposed to tunnels as uarnc is now in a daily grid Jock sta~ 

Tunndl proJect is 10111 Oftf"due 

• Logkal site for tunnels (North End) is CabBI Expressway as there is unuaed land cbcre and it does 

not impact residential areas as the Cathedral Stl Woolloomooloooption does. 

• Tunnels located in Cahill Expressway area would save the grandiose ten lane plan inwlvin& flyovers, 

pylons and demolition or the RTA BuUdings, 

all to 118le 700 Dldl"ee or atra tunnel 

• Tunnels located in lhe Cahlll Expressway area would free up the RT A plots of prime real estate in 
Palmer Street WooUoomooloo for further development (sale) as opposed to wasting them on 

tunher road Iancs. 

• Palmer St, Woolloomooloo is a residential area with more residential projects in progress. To 

propoae a ten lane highway in th.ia residential zone is srossly unrair. 

• The proposed ten lane Jlighway in Patmer St, Woolloomooloo would run next 10 the suppon pylons 
of the Eastern Suburbs Railway Line. 

HAS THIS DANGEROUS SITUATION BEEN CONSIDERED'! 

• Palmer St, WooUoomooloo is being asked to take &n:blc tbe ~lumc of uamc load (bolh North aad 
South boua:ad ttatrk:). 

miS IS UNFAIR AS TRAFFIC NOW IS AT SATURAnON LEVEl.S!!! 

• Locating lhe tunnels in the cabill Expressway precinct would dccn:ase traftlc leveb mnsiderably. 

THE PROPOSAL FOR PALMER ST, WOOLLOOMOOLOO TO WlU.IAM ST 10 LA.NE HIGHWAY 
WOULD SCAR THE FACE OF SYDNEY LONG ATrER THE SHORT TERM REASON FOR THIS 

OPTION IS FORGOTTEN. 

09 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

· •r ,, __ , . .,. · ~-, . ..,. I 

OenniS Plackson 
Residents of Kidmans Terrace 

Jactie Evans 
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SUTTONS MOTORS MANAGEMENT A DIVISION Of S.M.A.IIIIOTOfla I'TY. LTD. 
A.C.N. 000 158 725 

U4 .BOUUKE S'l'REET, EAST SYDNEY NSW 2011 
llcth September 1996 AUSTRAUA 

F~.-r '-o) '3 ; ~ 
MrG~n · 
Roads & Traftic Authority 
Project Manager, Eastern Suburbs freeway 
PO Dux 553 
illtA.c.K.TOWN .NSW _M 

Dear Sir, 

TELEPHONE: (02) 367 117'i 
FAX: (02) S611 &:tU1 

SuUotL'i Morurs Pry l.imi[ccJ is d1c propriL1or of Sutton.~ Cil)· llnldcn which is a majur Ocneral Motors Holden dc.'llcrship in Link Rood, Ro.~-bcry. TI11= dealership caters (hr $alos '"1<1 service of HohJen vehicles to the Sydney CRD, the ft.astcm Suburbs and the Ro.~cbery Mnscot clistrict!l_. 
We arc very concerned d1ar in the proposed E:L~tcm Suburbs frcc...·way the exiating right turn for ROuthhound traffic at the Link Ruad intcrsoction will be closed thus denying convenient access to our dealership aud.the many businesses in the vicinity. 

lt if! appreciated dw acce5!1 to our dc:llcrship and the other businesses will be :lvnilahlc via the propo..~ interchange at Todnl:ln Avenue but. a~.,.'Ut from being considerably longer, such ac«."CSs will he circuitous and tor our customers, especially lk."\V custotncrs. difficuJt to navigate. 
1l1e cxillting right hand lum fi.1r southbound traffic has opcrntcd effectively and sarol~· for many ~·cars . When the .fr~way is constructed traffic flow wiii1Kll va~· to an~· great e~tcnt to how it is now thcrefure it i~ suggcstl.-d that the right turn could remain wid1out causing auy problems. 

Should it be decided that the existing ri1,tht tum be :1holishcd wu rcqm:st d1nt the l..ink Road intersection bC coustructcd similarly to lhe overpass type a~-sslegrcss being provided at Daccy Avenue and Todnum Avenue. Apart frum oursclvc.~ this will save serious disloc.1tion for numcruus bu~incsscs in dlC cpsom Road area a.~ well as developments a.~socintcd with AustrnJia tiORt Energy Australia and rhe former Na\'y site. 

Also we nolc lhat il is pruposcd th.1t rra:way condirinns cnc.l immctlintcl~· South of Link Road. Consideralion could he given to ending the freeway condition.~ north of the Link Ruad intersection thus pcnnitting the righl hand turn to rcmn1n. 

Yours faithrully, 

L FSUTTON 
Manacine Oiredor 



SUPACENTA P1Y LIMITED 
A.C.N 054 718 508 

R12gistered Office: 
.Lzve/17 

Correspondence to: . 
PO Box 109 

80 Wil/iam Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2011 

DOUBLE BAY NSW 2028 

Phone: 
Facsimile: 

(02) 93322744 
(02) 9361 6708 
(02) 9332 2911 

23 October 1996 

Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
PO Box 397 
SURR Y Iill.LS NSW 2010 

ATTENTION: MR GENE FARRUGIA 

Dear Sir, 

RE: PRELIMINARY EXHffiiTION - EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 

Thank you for spending the time on Wednesday, 16 October 1996 to explain the works involved 
in the proposed Eastern Distributor. As requested by Fiona Court, I enclose details in relation 
to the Moore Park Supa Centa. 

As you are aware, we are extremely concerned at the potential adverse effects of the proposed 
works in the vicinity ofDacey Avenue and Todman Avenue on the operation of the Moore Park 
Supa Centa. The Supa Centa is a purpose design bulky goods retail outlet and is considered to 
be the most successful centre of its type in Australia. The success of the centre relies on a number 
of factors . Exposure to the travelling public and ease of locating and accessing the centre are 
critical elements. From the information you provided the proposed tunnel from Dacey Avenue 
to Todman Avenue will have the following impacts on the centre:-

1. 
2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

It will destroy the centre's exposure to South Dowling Street. 
It will result in complicated traffic movements for people wishing to reach the centre, 
including lane weaving on both the north and south approaches. 
It will require people travelling to the centre to make turn-off decisions some considerable 
distance before they arrive at the centre. This is particularly important given that the 
building will not be visible. 
There are no provisions for directional signage which will cause further difficulty for 
customers. 
There will be significant disruption to traffic movements during the expected 2.5-3 years 
construction period which will cause economic loss and loss of custom. Based on our 
experience, when customer behaviour patterns change it is unlikely that patronage can be 
re-built. 

H:IWPISUP AI2688L. WPD 
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For the above reasons, Sup a Centa Pty Limited is totally opposed and expresses its strong 
objection to this part of the proposal. 

From information provided at our meeting, it is also understood that other proposals for South 
Dowling Street may be considered, including tunnelling the whole length of South Dowling Street 
to Epson Road, depressing the travelling lanes below surface level, or deviating South Dowling 
Street into Moo re Park north of the Supa Centa, and into the navy supply site south of the Supa 
Centa. If such proposals involve grade separated intersection and/or tunnelling in the vicinity of 
the Supa Centa, the company would object on the same grounds as those listed above. 

In the opinion of the company, the section of South Dowling Street south of Cleveland Street to 
Millpond Road is relatively free of direct access from individual buildings, and with minor 
acquisition and sliplane arrangements, further improvements could be made. The at grade 
intersections function satisfactorily and there is no apparent reason to spend significant taxpayer 
funds in constructing the works proposed for this section of the road. It is understood that South 
Sydney Council and the State Government are implementing a major urban renewal project for 
land immediately west of South Dowling Street which will include accommodation for some 
14,000 dwellings. The green spaces on the eastern side of South Dowling Street provide a major 
visual and recreational resource for the proposed new urban village. The exhibited proposals for 
this section of South Dowling Street will effectively isolate the open space from the proposed new 
residential areas, both physically and visually. 

South Dowling Street is an important approach to the city for visitors arriving by air. The 
proposed works will present an urban environment characterised by tunnels, entry and exit ramps, 
crossover lanes and acoustic barriers, effectively destroying the existing visual beauty of park land 
and open space leading to and from the city. With appropriate landscape treatment, the existing 
open space along the eastern side of South Dowling Street and the proposed new development 
areas on the western side (the navy supply site and ACI site) could provide an attractive visual 
setting on the city's main southern approach. 

For the above reasons, Supa Centa Pty Limited believes the current proposals for the section of 
South Dowling Street between Cleveland Street and Southern Cross Drive, south of Link Road 
are unacceptable. 

Yours faithfully 

vidson 
Group nager, 
Property Development & Acquisitions 

JSD:mb 

H:IWPISUP A\2688L. WPD 



Design 
Collaborative 
Pty Limited 
\ \. \ "'.!I::,, ,;_1 

Rust PPK 
PPK House 
8 Blaxland Street 
Rhodes NSW 2138 

Attention: Ms F Court 

Dear Sir. 

Re: East.ern Distributor - Environmental Impact Statement 

22 October 1996 
Ref: 965541.1 L 

As you are aware, we act for Sydney Antique Centre and The Design Establishment, both of 

whom own and occupy premises situated on South Dowling Street in proximity to the 

proposed Eastern Distributor. We have been asked by our clients to write to you confirming 

the position reached during our recent discussions. 

These discussions were part of the participation process initiated by yourselves prior to the 

finalisation of the Environmental Impact Statement on the project and its formal public 

exhibition later this year. Our clients' principle concern is that the status quo in respect of 

access and on-street parking on the length of South Dowling Street outside their respective 

premises is maintained after the Eastern Distributor project has been completed. 

As we understand the position the scheme which is depicted in the material that is presently 

OI) exhibition in the Community Access Centre is, insofar as it relates to our clients' 

properties, the preferred scheme of the Roads and Traffic Authority, and, therefore, 

presumably, the preferred scheme of the State Government. It also understood that it is the 

scheme that will be the subject of the assessment in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

However, it is also understood that the part of the proposal which most affects our client's 

properties differs from the scheme which was put to the Government by the preferred 

tenderer, Airport Motorway. Whereas the scheme which is preferred by the Government 

incorporates two traffic lanes along the whole of the length of the slip road which is to 

provide access to our clients' properties, the scheme put forward by Airport Motorway only 

included two lanes for part of its length. 

As you are aware from our discussions, and from the way in which access and parking would 

be affected were only one lane to be provided in this location, it is essential to our clients that 

two lanes are retained. It will only be possible for the viability of our clients' businesses to 

be maintained, together with the wider economic benefits which flow from the success of 

their respective operations, if there is no change to the present arrangements for parking and 

access on the length of South Dowling Street that serves their premises. In this respect, the 

225 Clarence Street Sydney NSW 2000 Australia Phone (02) 262 3200 Fax W2) 262 3601 OX 13030 Syd-Market St 
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Design Collaborative Pty Ltd 

Sydney Antique Centre is one of the largest businesses if its type in Australia and is 

becoming one of Sydney's major tourist attractions. 

We are aware of the potentially conflicting pressures for space for the construction of the road 

as well as the various environmental implications of different options. It would appear that 

the decision of the Roads and Traffic Authority to incorporate two lanes outside our clients' 

premises is a reflection of its view that such an arrangement, with its consequential 

implications for the overall design of the road in this location, represents the appropriate 

balance between those conflicting pressures. We would hope that this is reflected in the 

analysis that is undertaken in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

A related concern of our clients is the potential impact during the construction phase of the 

project in respect of access and parking. There is, understandably, no material presently on 

exhibition dealing with the construction phase, so it is not possible to establish what is 

proposed in this respect, at present. However, it is seen as essential that the status quo in 

respect of parking and access is maintained during construction as well as after the project 

is completed. Our clients are most concerned about weekend construction work. This is their 

busiest trading time and any disruption over this period of the week would be particularly 

deleterious to their businesses. 

Given the likely construction period our clients have indicated to us that disruption for such 

a length of time could have a critical impact on the viability of their businesses and possibly 

even render concerns in respect of the post-construction period academic. We would expect 

that this aspect of the proposal will be thoroughly evaluated in the Environmental Impact 

Statement. 

In conclusion, we would wish to emphasise to yourselves and the Roads and Traffic Authority 

the importance to our clients that the design of the scheme in the vicinity of their properties 

is maintained, as depicted in the material presently on exhibition. The Environmental Impact 

Statement will, of course, be reviewed when it is placed on exhibition later in the year. 

We would also wish to take this opportunity of thanking you, on behalf of ourselves and our 

clients, for the opportunity to be involved in the participation process at this stage in the 

as$essment of the project. However, we are a little disappointed that the information which 

was to have been made available to assist us in gaining a wider appreciation of some aspects 

of the project has not yet been provided. Nor have further meetings been arranged, as 

foreshadowed and agreed at our meeting on 20 September. 

Yours faithfully, 
DESIGN COLLABORATIVE PTY LTD 

H M Sanders 
Director 
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E.I.S. SUBMISSION 

"In Defence of Woo/loomoo/oo" 
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D. J. Alexander 
5 Cross St 
Kyle Bay NSW 2221 
Ph: 9546 3494 

25 October 1996 

RTA 
Eastern Distributor Environmental 
Impact Statement 
P.O. Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute this submission (attached). 
I would point out that this is the first opportunity since 1985 to make such a 
submission on this proposal. I trust that a serious consideration of it will occur. 

I am the owner of 12 William Lane and 5 Corfu St Woolloomooloo since 1985 and 
have· always taken a keen interest in this proposal - but not only for that reason. My 
pre-purchase enquiry to the then DMR found that Bourke St would revert to a 
neighbourhood street with no adverse effect from the Distributor. 

My further enquiries to your Mr Gary Humphrey also revealed no adverse impact was 
anticipated and also indicated a certainty that Cathedral St would be re-opened. I had 
received no notification-of changes since then and on 14 August 1996 the Sydney 
Morning Herald published an outline of the proposal which showed an adverse impact 
on both Bourke and Cathedral Sts. 

I am now deeply concerned with the impact of the proposal on Woolloomooloo 
generally and conclude that it is better to leave the area as it is than to do what is now 
proposed. 

I am pleased that a decision has been made to proceed with this long overdue 
project but am disappointed at the lack of environmental sensitivity and the 
disregard for sound urban planning inherent in the design. 

In summary 1 have found the following: 

1 ) 

2) 

3) 

The proposal is more correctly a bypass for Darlinghurst and Surry Hills. but 
not for Woolloomooloo. It is. in effect, not the Eastern Distributor which arose 
as a concept in I 948. 

As a bypass road it is not historically or practically correct to make it a toll 
road. especially given the impact of the toll facilities on this sensitive area. 

This project because of its importance should have been government in design, 
construction and funding. 
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4) 

5) 

The impact on Woolloomooloo is simply unacceptable. 

There are two preferable options available, both at additional cost but added 
benefit. 

6) The realignment of the proposed bypass roads from Taylor Square down 
Oxford St. College St and Hospital Rd to. the existing Cahill Expressway 
portal has profound additional benefits and solves nearly all the environmental 
problems with the current proposal. 

I would point out in conclusion that this proposal is all about profits for Airport 
Motorways and not about the proper and intelligent planning of this city. I stress that, 
if built in its presently proposed form, the proposal will rob future generations and the 
present one of a great deal, not just the toll. 

I most sincerely ask that you consider this submission. 

Your sincerely 

. ·~· 

0 
Dennis 1. Alexander 



1.0 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

THE EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 

Submission to tlte RTA 
Compiled by D.J. Alexander, Civil Engineer 

COMMENTARY ON THE PROPOSAL 

.. Eastern Distributor" 

This name applied to proposals of 1948 in the County of Cumber land Planning 
Scheme Report: in reality the proposal is a bypass road for Darlinghurst and 
Surry Hills. Woolloomooloo is not bypassed; it is open cut. The operational 
name of the current scheme should be the Darlinghurst-Surry Hills Bypass. 
The 1948 scheme incorporated a Southern Distributor linked to the then 
Eastern Distributor. This Southern Distributor is also required now and its 
incorporation should be allowed for at this stage of planning. 

The 1985 Proposal 

The 1 985 proposal was stopped after the construction of the controversial 
Stage 1 was completed. It was found that the historic Busby' s Bore at Oxford 
St ( 14 metres below road level) was to be severed by the completion of the 
Stage 3 tunnel. It is my understanding that the tunnel had to be lowered and the 
project stopped as a result. 

Tollwav 

Tollway roads were part of early Sydney. The first was at Bridge St for transit 
of the bridge over the Tank Stream, then Oxford St Paddington. These do not 
exist now of course. In 1990 Nick Greiner was to abolish tolls on the Harbour 
Bridge; he did not do so and we now have many toll roads; too many. It is my 
view that the cost of tolling roads is a waste of public money and the revenue 
is more efficiently collected by sharing the cost between all motorists in fuel 
taxes and registration charges. 

The introduction of a toll road as proposed here will have a negative impact on 
the Woolloomooloo and Darlinghurst area in terms of space. air pollution. 
noise and visual pollution. It will require the building of unnecessary roadway 
plazas and reduce the popularity of the northbound tunnel at the expense of the 
existing surface roads. The design of this road would be much simplified by 
the abolition of the tolling infrastructure. As a general principle. the collection 
of tolls on bypass roads in this State is not done. This would be the first such 
instance. This road should have remained a State Government project. 

The community requirt,'!S an assurance that the bypass is an independent road 
and that the LA TM Study and implementation does not in any respect inhibit 
local traffic tlow and force it into the bypass specifically to pay a toll. My 
concern in this respect is justitied by the proposals currently in place to close 
I3ourkc St (north) to Oxford St. for example. 
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1.4 

I also understand that South Sydney Council will implement LA TMs that 
prevent motorists using "toll free alternatives". This reinforces the view that . 
both local and cross harbour journeys will be inescapably tolled, even though 
this view is denied by the senior staff of the RT A. It remains imperative that 
Crown St has to function as the "toll free alternative" and emergency north­
south access corridor. 

Treatment of Woolloomooloo 

The Woolloomooloo area is historic. It was important in the development of 
Sydney. Losses occurred in the demolition of large areas of housing in the 
1940's and 50' s for the construction of large warehouses. The area was to be 
totally razed in the 1970's for high rise development and the construction of 
the Eastern Suburbs Railway in the 1980's resulted in further destruction of 
housing there. The Department of Housing was responsible for saving and 
unifying much of the remaining area for public housing in a large scale 
restoration and in-fill development. Note is made here of the predominantly 
low-rise nature of Woolloomooloo. 

The current proposal once again threatens this unique area which has suffered 
much from the long term uncertainty surrounding the "Eastern Distributor". 
The proposed treatments are unnecessary and reflect an attitude of disregard, 
ignorance and misunderstanding on the part of the designers of this proposal 
and previous proposals. 

The current proposal has questionable repercussions for Woolloomooloo.!! 
could even be said that the present road system has less impact than that 
proposed. The overall benefits of the proposal relate to the peak journey-to­
work .periods. Outside these periods there is little benefit. 

1.4.1 Cathedral St 

This street is important to the urban quality and integrity of Woolloomooloo. It 
must be re-opened and its integrity maintained and given a real chance to be 
revived as the commercial hub and link to the City and St Mary' s Cathedral. It 
is important to locate both tunnel portals north of Cathedral St to maintain the 
current road levels on Cathedral St and to remove the pedestrian overpass from 
the proposal. At this point the ground is reclaimed and the tunnel excavation 
minimised by cut and cover twin tunnels with plank roof forming the road 
corridor above. 

1.4.2 Palmcr St Corridor 

The proposal creates a visible scar through to the middle of Woolloomooloo. It 
wastes and alienates this precious and valuable land which could. for example. 
even accommodate the aquatic centre currently and controversially planned by 
Sydney Council for Phillip and Cook Parks. Sydney, 

.... 

..) 



The present at grade and open cut design is a huge burden on this area: a 
greater burden than has been created by the Eastern Suburbs Railway. The 
current proposal is unacceptable due to land wastage, division of the precinct 
and alienation of the urban structure, along with noise, air pollution and visual 
pollution. 

1.4.3 The Toll Plazas 

The inclusion and construction of toll plazas will result in twice the width of 
pavement in the area below the Art Gallery than would otherwise be required. 

1.4.4 The Bourke St On-Load and the Palmer St Off-Load & Plaza 

This loop appears to have been adopted as a way of utilising the William St 
underpass which was Stage 1 of the 1985 proposal that failed to take account 
of Busby' s Bore. The provision of this facility for south bound vehicles is a 
burden on that part of Bourke St; south bound traffic could join further down 
and with less impact on the local precinct at Sir John Young Crescent. 

The Palmer St Off-load and Plaza is also an unnecessary burden and the 
facility could be provided at Sir John Young Crescent. 

The provision of both these facilities will result in an intensification of the 
already overloaded William St with the addition of two extra right turns. It will 
create noise and heavy traffic flows in Bourke St, making the present right turn 
into William Lane and Corfu St difficult or impossible. Both facilities also 
require main tunnel merging with traffic at speed and the experience of the 
Harbour Tunnel is that there is a propensity for motorists to speed in the 
tunnel. Inter-tunnel merging is simply problematic and accidents in such 
circumstances are devastating in their effect on traffic flows . 

1.4.5 Sir John Young Crescent 

The elevated roadway proposed is unacceptable as it introduces additional and 
unnecessary structures to this area . As stated above, the current situation is 
better than what is being proposed. The at grade option is the preferable one 
but again is an additional burden because of the effect of the toll collection 
facilities. 

1.5 Heritage Items 

The 1985 E.I.S . listed heritage items in Appendix A 3.1. Significant items in 
Woolloomooloo such as 183 and 181 Bourke St. 132 William Stand 128. 
128A and 130 Cathedral St which. along with many other buildings in the 
area. are significant to the historical value of Woolloomooloo. are earmarked 
under the Proposal but are not mentioned in the Schedule of Heritage Items. It 
is to be regretfully noted that many items have already been lost under the 
aborted but partially completed Stage 1 of the 1985 Proposal. 
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2.0 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSAL GENERALLY 

Degradation of DMR owned Buildings of Heritage Value 

Note must be taken of the immense impact this road has already had on 
Woolloomooloo. The acquisition and subsequent neglect of large number of 
buildings of heritage significance, along with the uncertainty factor imposed 
on development and/or restoration and investment in the area must be taken 
account of. Much of the history ofWoolloomooloo and its heritage losses can 
be attributed to developers allowing the decline of buildings and then claiming 
they are no longer of value. with demolition an inevitable outcome. The 
former DMR is not blameless of this slow process towards destruction. I! 
seems to me that the current proposal is clearly stating that because 
Woolloomooloo is now significantly degraded and devalued. further 
environmental impacts are irrelevant. 

Noise and Visual Impacts 

The recent move to a higher residential usage percentage and densities in the 
area requires a closer look at noise and visual impacts. The pleasantness factor 
of a residential area is closely linked to its success and value. The present 
noise and visual impacts of the Cahill Expressway at the Art Gallery is of 
concern. This was clearly observed from the vantage point from apartments 
along Victoria St, Potts Point. The proposal will not rectify this but will make 
the detrimental effects much worse than they are now. The building of large 
and elevated structures only adds to the impact. The minimisation of structures 
is required here: 

Air Pollution 

This relates directly to vehicle fuel consumption and flow rates. The additional 
stop-starts for tolling and the dip into and rise out of Woolloomooloo all 
combine to decrease vehicle fuel efficiency, while increased vehicular flow 
rates increase the amount of fuel used. 

Treatment of the tunnel ventilation exhaust passing through the chimney may 
be a practical and wise option. 

Land Use 

The proposal tends to disregard losses of heritage items and neglects efficient 
land use potentials in Woolloomooloo. Wastage of land results from the 
sprawling road layout typical of the proposal. There appears to be little regard 
as to how Woolloomooloo will function nor any attempt to actually improve 
its functioning. Cut and cover treatments used in South Do\vling Stare not 
used here even though provision for pedestrian access and noise barriers 
indicates that there is a need for such cut and cover treatment in 
Woolloomooloo. 
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2.5 

2.6 

Historical Perspective 

If constructed as proposed this road will almost certainly turn out to be a 
similar scourge and impediment on this Harbour frontage land as the Cahill 
Expressway now is at Circular Quay. In other words, the lesson of the Cahill 
Expressway at Circular Quay will have been unlearnt if this proposal proceeds 
in its current shape and form. 

Conclusion 

The impact of the proposal on Woolloomooloo is negative. The proposal 
caters essentially for the peak flows and all the demolition and construction 
involved in it are solely for the benefit of this brief period of time. It would 
seem likely that, at the end of the day, Woolloomooloo would be better left as 
it is than proceeding with this proposal. In all the long history of proposed and 
completed commercial and transport developments in this area, the needs of 
Woolloomooloo as a unique suburb on the doorstep of the city have been 
misunderstood, ignored and devalued. In terms of its impact on 
Woolloomooloo, this proposal is unsympathetic, environmentally insensitive 
and unacceptable. 
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3.0 

3.1 

3.2 

CORRECTIVE OPTIONS 

I draw the conclusion that the proposal has an unacceptable and unnecessary 
impact on Woolloomooloo. Two options are available to correct this situation. 
The first consists of treatments within the existing corridor. The second 
consists of a fresh corridor on higher ground to follow the ridge. 

Palmer St Corridor 

This corridor was established in 1948 for surface and trenched carriageway. It 
suffers badly from dipping into the old reclaimed Woolloomooloo Bay. 
This option is shown at Figure 1 and consists of: 
1) The removal of the restrictive and unnecessary toll plazas. 
2) The removal of the William St on and off loading facilities. 
3) The construction of twin overlay tunnel transition and twin adjacent 

tunnel (cut and cover) within the Palmer St corridor to a point north of 
the Viaduct. 

4) On and offloading at Sir John Young Crescent. 
5) Provision for the future cover of the existing Cut through the Domain 

and Botanical Gardens. 

This option will add to the overall cost but derive benefits in allowing the sale 
and development of land previously wasted in the corridor. It will also and 
importantly allow for the unification of Woolloomooloo and part of the 
Domain and Botanical Gardens. 

It is understood that a detailed option like this is being submitted by others. 

Oxford & College St Corridor 

This option is shown in Figure 2 and 3 and it involves the two level tunnel 
section deviating at Taylor Square into Oxford St, College St and Hospital Rd 
to join the existing Cahill Expressway at the State Library. No evidence could 
be found that this route had been considered but it is only the overlay twin 
tunnel that now makes it possible to be placed in a standard road reserve. 

This option takes the road proposal out of Woolloomooloo entirely and frees it 
up for total reunification and development to the high standard its location and 
history deserve. 

This option is the one which resolves all the environmental and planning 
dilemmas in this area and it leaves the way clear to reunify the Domain and the 
Botanical Gardens. It creates the opportunity to place the toll plazas (if deemed 
necessary) in the cutting near Parliament House. an initiatiYe some might say 
was .. poetic justice'"! 

Operational and maintenance facilities can be located in the discarded western 
part of the cutting and roofed over. A similar treatment could be applied to the 
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3.2.1 

eastern part, in this case for the purpose of a car park. This burying of the 
cutting has in the past been a favoured proposal. 

All On-load and Off-load facilities would then be at this point only. However, 
an option exists to locate extra on and off loading in College St, if inter-tunnel 
merging can be effectively controlled. Note that all three lanes of both North 
and South carriageways may be saturated by the Harbour crossing traffic alone. 

The proposals for a cross city tunnel (the old Southern Distributor) can be 
linked into this proposal more easily and cheaply. 

Benefits of the College St Corridor 

a) Maximises bored tunnel section while the TBM is in place with 
elimination of cut and cover techniques in reclaimed and water charged 
ground in the Palmer St Corridor. 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

h) 

i) 

Minimises temporary works such as those traffic diversion works in the 
Palmer St Corridor. 

Allows for the integration with the Cross City Tunnel (the 1948 
Southern Distributor) and its possible construction with the TBM on 
site and available. The construction of the cross-city tunnel allows for 
the removal of the Circular Quay elevated roadway. 

Eliminates all adverse impacts in Woolloomooloo and allows high 
quality re~toration and development to finally occur in this important 
area. It allows for the restoration of Cathedral St and the reunification 
of its Eastern and Western parts; it re-establishes full pedestrian access 
from the city to Woolloomooloo. 

Allows for the complete unification of the Domain and the Botanical 
Gardens by eliminating that part of the Cahill Expressway that 
presently bisects them. 

Makes revenue available from the sale of property at Woolloomooloo 
and Darlinghurst. 

Creates opportunities to develop parking facilities for the Art Gallery 
and Finger Wharf I Marina and City North in the redundant Cahill 
Expressway Cutting. This in turn allows for the development of the 
Finger Wharf for public use. 

Makes fuel savings available due to flatter gradients over the whole 
road system in that area. 

Does not require additional foreseeable land acquisitions. 
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3.2.2 Obstacles to the College St Corridor Option 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

Is more costly than the proposal in its present unacceptable form but 
similar in cost to the proposal modified to remove some of its 
unacceptability. 

Requires a ventilation structure in the newly proposed Phillip & Cook 
Park. 

Makes College St busier if on and off loading ramps are constructed 
there. 

May require the alteration or relocation of the Eastern Suburbs Railway 
ventilation structures in the Domain. It is understood that there are 
current plans in place to alter these two structures on aesthetic grounds 
for the benefit of views from Parliament House. 

Requires disruptive cut and cover section at the State Library and 
Government House area, unless the tolling brief can be amended. 

Creates an encroachment (one only) on other lands, in this case, the 
Land Titles Office. 
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CENTENNIAL PARK RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
PO Box 386 KENSINGTON NSW 2033 

Ulb 

Chairman: Kevin Gibbons Secretary: Dr Neil Runcie 

TO: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT 
Fax No. 9699-4107 

FROM: KEVIN GIBBONS 
Fax No. 9283-4144 

DATE: 24 OCTOBER 1996 

Dear Sirs 

EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR PRELIMINARY EXHmiTION PHASE 

I confirm that this Organisation wishes to make some general observations with regard to the eastern distributor. We are concerned that our precinct was not specifically targeted because we have been attempting to address in consultation with the RTA the resolution of east/west traffic problems for our precinct. The eastern distributor directly impacts on traffic along Moore Park Road and Cleveland/Lang Roads. The eastern distributor also impacts directly on traffic management matters for the major sporting venues in Moore Park. We trust that this is not an indication of the regard which the RT A holds in respect of public consultation. 

Last year we were permitted to approach each of the short listed tenderers. The most constructive meeting was with the preferred tenderer and we congratulate the Government for selecting an organisation which appeared to take a constructive approach toward traffic management. It and the RTA informed us that one of the objects which the eastern distributor must obtain was that it did not adversely impact on the management and flow of local traffic. The RT A and the preferred tenderer also informed us that despite the minimalist approach taken in the tender there was scope for improving the effectiveness of the eastern distributor and that these would be addressed at a later stage. We deduced that Leighton have in their kit more than one scheme. We trust that all the schemes it developed will be revealed at the EIS and not covered up. Will the EIS give assurances that it contains all the models developed by Leightons? 

11941033 I 826845/ I<AG /241096 
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In meetings with the RTA it conceded that the effect of the eastern distributor 
would be to concentrate more traffic on Moore Park Road and Anzac Parade than currently occurs. Those main roads would have the effect of siphoning off traffic which would otherwise use Ocean Street and Oxford Street, New South Head Road and William Street. 

Accordingly, we expressed grave reserve and general opposition to any proposal which failed to have an entrance tunnel in Moore Park Road and Anzac Parade. In respect of the Moore Park Road entrance it should be east of Driver Avenue so as to assist in the facilitation of east and west bound traffic from Cleveland Street to Oxford Street east of Queen Street. 

The other general aspects of concern were in relation to the potential loss of park land along Anzac Parade and South Dowling Street such that the entry and exit tunnels along Anzac Parade should be south of Gregory Avenue so as to facilitate the entry of north bound traffic from the major sporting venues. The entry and exit tunnel in South Dowling Street should be south of Dacey Avenue so that public land is not reduced and so that South Dowling Street can be properly landscaped as a boulevade instead of a motorway. 

The RTA and its. consultants would be well aware of the numerous consultant reports over the last twenty years in connection with the management of traffic in the precinct. That information should be a good starting base from which the optimum design of the eastern distributor should be developed. We trust that those reports are not being buried. We trust that the EIS specifically addresses the resolution of the issues raised in those reports. 

Yours faithfully 

jx•. J:rr-.;1 . 
. ~4I~IBBONS 

Chairman 

11941033/ISZ684S / KAG / 241096 
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Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
P.a. Box 39? 
SURRY HILLS. 

148 Reservoir Street, 
SURRY HILLS 2010 
22nd October,l996 

0971 

Dear Sir, No. 2 invites comments on proposals to close aourke Your Fact Sheet t t a- way traffic. street to through traffic and make Cro~ Stree carry w 

h t 1 · built traffic travelling south to Redfern and areas When t e unne ~s ' 1 f d enter· the grid further south will be able to use the tunnel tal.- ree an. Hill will 1 t ffic with dest~nations ~n Surry s from Cleveland Street, so on Y reA thbound carriageway in Crown Street need to pass through East Sydney. sou 
to Campbell Street should be able to carry this traffic. 

T 1 s re should be possible and would Closure of Bourke Street at ay or q~aFlinders street. Traffic could 
greatly facilitate the f~o~ of ~:~!~~i~~reet whenever traffic was flowing 
move into Flinders Stree ram ld ire Campbell street to reverse west along Oxford Street. This wou requ 
direction between Crown and Flinders Streets. 

S t h D ling Street headed for Goulburn Traffic from Moore Park Road and ou ow p t '11 then be Street and the cavenous carparks at Darling Harbour and yrmon W1 
forced through surry Hills, where it will be su~imented by north-bound 
traffic avoiding the toll. Congestion in 6rown Street would force this. 
traffic into Riley street and, forced to queue at Campbell Street, veh~cles 
would turn into Mary a.nd Reservoir Streets end use Commonwealth Street to 
reach Goulburn street. 

The only way to discourage this is to have must-turn-left lanes from 
Crown Street into Campbell Street. Thiz requires Crown Street to remain 
one-way between Fitzroy Street and Campbell Street for as long as a toll 
is being collected. 

Congestion in Surry Hills and East Sydney is the only thing that will 
force motorists to pay the toll. It will inevitably· occur. Inner-city traffic 
management is congestion management: one must arrange for it to occur in 
places where it is least debilitating to the overall system. Congestion in 
Crown Street north of Campbell Street will not affect bus routes or access 
to the CBD. 

Crown Street is ineffectual for distributing traffic to destinations in 
Surry Hills, even if the street closure.Jis were to be reversed. 

It is essentual that the RTA not raise the expectations of residents in 
the section of Crown Street from Fitzroy Street to Campbell Street. Very few 
residents would ben*fit ~ram this section becoming two-way. There are only 
three off-street parking spaces together with 10 parking spaces in Clinton 
Reserve and 31 in Jesmond Street. These are to the south and require little 
backtracking, and they are used to it. 

Another matter: when the North-bound tunnel entrance was proposed to 
be in Flinders Street, it was proposed to close il.lbi on Street to right-hand 
turns into Flinders Street, exeept for buses, forcing traffic north into 
Campbell Street. There is no longer justification for such a proposal. 

Yours sincerely 



EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ST~TEMENT 
P.O. BOX 397 

23RD OCTOBER , 1996 

... ... . 
. SURRY I·II_LLS _ ~.SW_ 2P.~ .O __ . .. --.. .. _, . ~ ........ , .. ~ .. - __ ... _..,..., __ _ . .. . '"'"::'' '·-, .. · .. , ... .: - •J. .. _ ...........,._ ... .. ·· -"' :-~~-"'~~ ... ~- · - · .. . ' 

RE: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR. 

DEAR SIR/MADAM, 

WE RENT LARGE PREMISES ON THE CNR OF EPSOM ROAD AND ROSEBERY 
AVE., ROSEBERY AND ARE DEVASTATED TO NOTE THERE WILL BE:- "SOME 
RESTRICTION OF ACCESS TO LINK ROAD". . . · : . . , 

I 

' WE HAVE JUST SIGNED A NEW LEASE ON THESE. PREMISES ON THE BASES. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

THAT OUR DELJVERY VEHICLES HAVE ACCESS TO THE NORTH AND SOUTH 
DISTRI~UTOR FROM LINK ROAD. WE~LSO HAVE MANY CU~TOMERS WHO 
ACCESS OUR BUSINESS VIA LINK ROAD. · . 

. : -I 
MAY WE SUGGEST ANY CHANGE IN THE TRAt=FICS PATTERN WOULD HAVE 
A CONSIDERABLE DETRIMENTAL EFFECT_ON OUR BUSINESS. . . 

WE MUST OBJECT IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE FASHION TO ANY CHANGE 
OF ACCESS VIA LINK ROAD AND REQUEST YOU URGENTLY RECONSIDERf 
ANY PROPOSED ABOLITION OF RIGHT TURN ACCESS AT LINK ROAD. 

SINCERELY 

T. J. MANN 
·DIRECTOR 

; . 
·. . ~· . . . 

' . · . ... ' 

. ! 

- . . 
. ,'. : • : .. - •. I . ~ : \ 

t • • \ . , . . . . 

: ·.· :· .. ·· .. • • # • - · · •• • '. f ' 

I ' • I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.I 
I 
I 

' . MOTY AJ POTTERIES PTY LTD · • . . . . ACN. 001 871 987 -. . ' ' I Sydneys (Head Office) Unit 1. 45-55 Epsom Rd, Rosebery 2<?18 NSW Aust'ralla. Ph: 61~2 313 8866 Fax: 61-2 ,313 6482 Melbourne: . 21-23 Cato Street, Hawthorn East 3123 VICTORIA Au'stralla. . .Ph: 61-3 9822 3977 Fax: 61.-3 9822 3667 ' . . . 
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PETER BRUCE RICHARDSON B.A.LLB. 

SOLICITOR AND ATTORNEY OF 

THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

22 October, 1996 

Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
PO Box 397 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Q9~ 

30 CHANDOS STREET 

ST. LEONAROS, 2065 

TELEPHONE: 439 8600 

FAX: (021 437 4!584 

OX 29!580 CHATSWOOD 

Re: Concept on display at Eastern Distributor Community 
Access Centre depicting proposed ventilation outlet 
on corner of South Dowling and Flinders Streets 

Proposal numbered 3 designated "Original proposal: Drivers' Triangle" 
displayed at the Eastern Distributor Community Access Centre depicts a 
proposed ventilation outlet as an integral part of a building on the corner 
of South Dowling and Flinders Streets. 

4 .caption relating to the ventilation shaft also stipulates "Other options 
are being considered". It is in relation to such other options that I 
offer comment. 

From a practical point of view for the RTA, the block of land in question 
will be far more valuable if the proposed ventilation shaft is situated in 
another location. If .it is feasible from an engineering perspective, a 
ventilation outlet or outlets would be better sited in the parkland to the 
east. 

If one examines the Domain Park behind Sydney Hospital and New South Wales 
Parliament, there have been structures there for years which I have always 
perceived as ventilation outlets. 

The RTA should consider that any additional cost in moving the ventilation 
outlet a few hundred meters to the east would probably be more than offset 
by the increased value of the land at the site of the presently proposed 
ventilation outlet. 

From an environmental perspective, it may also be far healthier for local 
residents that emanations from the ventilation outlet are diffusing over 
vacant land in Moore Park rather than the present site. The large trees 
surrounding the north western corner of Moore Park could also be used to 
partly screen any ventilation structure of structures that may be placed 
around such location. 

I would appreciate any feedback on the ventilation outlet proposals to be 
forwarded to me at the above address. For the record, as from 15 November 
1996 I will be the proprietor of 6/471 South Dowling Street, Surry Hills. 

faithfully, 
RUCE RICHARDSON 

Sloane 
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SruART ALEXANDER &Co. PrY Lrn I 

WEB/SC 

Eastern Distributor 

Environmental Impact Statement, 

PO Box 397, 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010. 

Dear Sirs, 

HEAD OFFICE: Cnr Roseherv A1·enue & 1\imherlev Gnll·e 
Roseherv !\.S.\X'. ZO lH I P.O. Bux } -! ) l Ausrr:~kt 

Tel: ( 02 l 662 -o-- F;~x : 102 l 662 1 'i96 

22 October 1996 

Our comp~ny is situated on the corner of Kimberley Grove and Rosebery 

Avenue. In addition, we have a properly in Dalmeny Avenue and also own 

properties in Rosebery Avenue, which includes Haden Engineering and a 

complex of five warehouses at 50 Rosebery Avenue. Consequently the 

closure of Link Ro~d sounds very worrisome to us. 

We have over fifty staff in our offices and a number of representatives on 

the road. Also, we continually have trucks delivering goods to both our 

Rosebery Avenue warehouse and our warehouse in Dalmeny Avenue. 

The closure of Link Road would not have worried us greatly had not 

Merilon Properties built over seven hundred units in Dalmeny Avenue. 

In conjunction with the new Corporate Express building on the corner of 

Dalmeny Avenue and Epsom Road we feel this will add to the turmoil. We 

envisage the traffic blockages would be enormous. Even now it is becoming 

difficult lo gel out of Rosebery Avenue and Dalmeny Avenue and this is 

before presumably 1,000 cars will be travelling backwards and forwards to 

the Merilon properties. 

As mentioned, we bring in a large number of containers to our warehouses 

and we believe this will hamper the delivery of our goods in and out of our 

warehouses. 

.\lELBOl 'RNE 
liJHK Cerure Ro~u 

O~kkr~h ~ou t h .\I 6" 
Tel r Ojl 'i- 9 j'i'i'i 

BRANCH OFFICES & WAREHOUSES 
ADELAIDE 

3 20 M~~rll Ro~u 
~()1"\'00l.f)()(l­

Te( : I Oli I :161 ;IHS 

BRISBANE 
HS3 :-< uu~ee Ro~u 

:'<on hg~te ;01:1 
Tel: I 0' I 16- 'i266 

PERTII 
I lJ \'ohl~ :O.tn:t"t 
t\t,;\\t.blt" '"":; 

Td III'Jr .l'\.ll•~i'J 
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We do not know whether Dalmeny Avenue will be opened to allow access 

to Kimberley Grove though reports indicate that the existing arrangement 

will remain, so there will be still further turmoil with all these vehicles from 

Meriton Apartments, Corporate Express and the other warehouses that 

exist in Dalmeny trying to get out into Epsom and no outlet into Link 

Road. It is our belief that it will be a worry for everyone concerned. 

Yours faithfully, 

/tl~-~v~ 
WESLEY BROWNE, O.A.M. 

Chairman and Managing Director 



Sydney Light Rail Company Limited 

k:=.. I 
--1· 

ACN 064 062 933 

24 October 1996 

Ms Fiona Court 
Environmental Planner 
Rust PPK Pty Ltd 
POBox248 
CONCORD WEST NSW 2138 

DearFiona 

I refer to your letter dated 10 September 1996 and to the Project Focus meeting held on 12 
September 1996. I regret that I was unable to attend the briefing but was represented by Mr 
Steven Peters of GHD-Transmark. I have since received a copy of the minutes of the meeting 
and thank you for the opportunity to be represented and to be informed of progressed on this 
important project. 

I note the minutes recorded a submission from the Light Rail Association concerning the need 
to ensure that the distributor does not preclude the construction of light rail into the Eastern 
Suburbs. This is particularly important for the area at the intersection ofFlinders and South 
Dowling Streets, and Moore Park Road. Light rail either connecting to the currently under 
construction Pyrmont system at Central or alternatively via Oxford Street will need access to 
the existing transport corridor on the eastern side of Anzac Parade. While definitive plans are 
not available this time, consideration must be given to this in the EIS process. 

The Sydney Light Rail Company wish to: have continued involvement in the environmental 
and planning process and I would appreciate if you could keep me informed of the progress. 

Yours sincerely 

Rob Schwarzer 
Managing Director 
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--~~----~---------------------1 Level 33, 201 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW, 2000 
Ph: (02) 235 5155 Fx: (02) 235 5195 I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Appendix G 

Submissions Unable to be 

Considered by this EIS 
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Appendix G 

Submissions Unable to be Considered by this EIS 

Meeting 

No. 

13 

Date Focus Area 

21.10.96 Kensington 

Heritage 

Precinct 

• 
• 

Committee • 

Meeting 

• 

14 19.10.96 FriendsofBiigh • 

15 

(RT A and Rust 

PPK attendance 

by invitation of • 

Clover Moore) 

19.1 0. 96 Surry Hills Gay 

and Lesbian 

Forum (RTA and 

• 

• 

• 

Rust PPK • 

attendance 

organised by • 

invitation of 

Clover Moore) 

Primary Issues 

noise impacts and need for buffers 

continued liaison with Randwick Council 

as to local street changes and closures 

speeding issues and need to police 

excess speed 

pedestrian access - west Kensington to 

south Sydney 

traffic arrangements in Moore Park area 

and need for extensions to the existing 

tunnel proposals 

effect of vehicles avoiding the toll on 

local streets 

proposal should be a low visual impact 

throughout 

social impacts including loss of 

connectivity to Moore Park 

support for closure of Bourke Street to 

improve safety and amenity Taylor 

Square 

construction timetable needs to consider 

Mardi Gras 

consideration to be given to ongoing 

consultation with this forum, regarding 

mardi-gras requirements 
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28 October 1996 

Mr.M. Keogh 
Rust PPK EIS Consultant 
Level 3/9 Blaxland Road 
Rhodes 2138 

Dowling Street Resident's Group 
35 Dowling Street 

Kensington NSW 2033 
Contacts 

John Hudak: 9663-3187 
John Batchelor: 9663-1122 

RE: DOWLING STREET RESIDENTS REQUIREMENTS FOR PROPOSED EASTERN 

DISTRIBUTOR 

Dear Mr. Keogh, . 

After careful consideration by the Dowling Street Residents' Group regarding the Eastern 

Distributor and its impact on residents and the local area, proposals were developed after 

consultation with Rust PPK the Environment and Infrastructure consultants and the RT A. 

At a meeting held on the 23rd of October 1996 by the Dowling Street Residents' Group the 

two options were discussed and unanimously agreed to as acceptable in terms of providing the 

requirements for Dowling Street residents. · 

The two options proposed by the Dowling Street Resident's Group are listed in order of 

preference: 

• Option one: Creation of a 'local street' from the corner ofTodman Ave. and Dowling St. 

to lngram Street together with the extension of both the south and·north bound tunnels 

from Todman Avenue to the beginning of Southern Cross Drive. This option requires the 

provision of some of the following noise and pollution reducing measures for adjacent . 

residential properties, which include double glazing, roof insulation and air conditioning. 

• Option two: Creation of a 'local street' from the corner ofTodman Avenue. and Dowling 

Street to Ingram Street together with the extension of the south bound tunnel from 

Todman Avenue to Milroy Avenue. This option requires the provision of all of the 

following noise and pollution reducing measures for adjacent residential properties, which 

include double glazing, roof insulation and air conditioning . 
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I We would appreciate your assistance with the following: 
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1. Include the options outlined above as part of any planning processes associated with the 

Eastern Distributor proposal. 

2. Ensure that the proposed options are included in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

This EIS report is expected to go on display on the 7th ofNovember 1996. 

3. Seek an extension to the submission period for the EIS report on the Eastern Distributor 

from the 7th ofNovember 1996 to mid February 1997. This will provide for better 

consultation process with residents and relevant authorities. The current timetable set by 

the R TA is aggressive and produces a climate where things are rushed 

4. Help us obtain State Government funding for a consultant to assist the Dowling Street 

Residents' Group with preparing a formal submission for the EIS concerning the Eastern 

Distributor. . 

We look forward to your assistance with our efforts to minimise the adverse affects the 

Eastern Distributor proposal is likely to have on the Kensington Federation Heritage Precinct. 

Sincerely 

I ~ 
1:/ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

JohnHudak 
Convenor 
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Dpwling Street Residents' Group 

Proposal 

After careful consideration regarding the Eastern Distributor and its impact on residents and 
the local area the following proposals were developed jointly with the Dowling Street 
Resident's Group, Rust PPK (Environment and Infrastructure consultants) and the RTA 

At a meeting held on the 23rd of October 1996 by the Dowling Street Residents' Group the 
following proposals were discussed and unanimously to agreed to by all participants. 

Two options proposed by the Dowling Street Residents' Group are listed in order of 
preference: 

1. Creation of a 'local street' from the corner ofTodman Avenue. and Dowling Street. to 
Ingram Street together with the extension of both the south and north bound tunnels from 
T odman A venue to the beginning of Southern Cross Drive. 

2. Creation of a 'local street' from the corner ofTodman Avenue. -and Dowling Street. to 
· Ingram Street together with the extension of the south bound tunnel from Todman Avenue 
to Milroy Avenue. 

Option One 

Introduction 

This proposal provides the core requirements for Dowling Street residents and.is a result of 
several consultations of the Dowling Street Residents' Group with RUST PPK (EIS 
consultants), R TA and some Rand wick Council personnel. 

The following proposal was unanimously agreed to as the preferred option by the Dowling 
Street Residents' Group at a meeting held on the 23rd of October 1996. 

It is proposed that a 'local street' be created by closing the near side lane to through traffic 
with a median strip. It also requires the south bound and north bound tunnels to be extended 
from T odman A venue to Southern Cross Drive. This is expected to provide benefits to local 
residents by 

• Improving safety. 

• Providing reduction to current unacceptable noise levels by placing more than halfthe 
traffic underground. 

Eastern Distributor Proposals 1 

' . ·· .. ·;·:.:.- .· . :·.:··a .. 
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Dowling Street Residents' Group 

• Increasing privacy to Dowling Street Residents. 

• Reducing the effects of traffic-related pollution experienced by Stella Maris Child Care 
Centre by moving Dowling Street 10 meters to the west and placing most of the traffic 
underground. 

Description 

The following outlines the detailed requirements to implement Option One. 

• Extend the south bound and north bound tunnels from Todman Avenue to Southern 
Cross Drive. 

• Dedicate 10.0 meters ofthe kerbside roadway along Dowling Street to create a 'local 
street' . The 'local street' to start at the corner ofTodman Avenue and Dowling Street 
and proceed all the way to lngram Street · 

• Provide a 'local street' barrier from Todman Avenue, with a dead end at Todman Avenue, 
to Ingtam Street. 

• Erect a suitable median along the whole perimeter of the 'local road' that acts as a noise, 
safety and privacy barrier. 

• The height of the median barrier should take into account the line of sight from the cars in 
the western most curbside lane ofDowling Street to the ridge line ofthe single story 
federation style cottages to ·optimise noise reduction. 

• The 'local street' to have the following characteristics 

A single lane carriage way , 10 meters wide between Milroy Avenue and lngram 
Street. 

· A two way carriage way 10 meters wide between Milroy Avenue and Todman 
Avenue. .:::1 · 

• The 'local street' to be accessible to Dowling Street residents only. No through traffic to 
have access to the 'local street'. · 

• There should be no street closures for the following streets in the West Kensington area as 
they would prevent access to the 'local street' by Dowling Street residents. 

· Milroy Avenue 
• Carminya Street 

Eastern Distributor Proposals 2 



Dowling Street Residents' Group 

• Winkurra Street 
· Baker Street 
· Myrtle Street 
· Ingram Street 

• Council to erect sign posts along some streets running offTodman Avenue and Lenthall 
Street to indicate that there is no access to Eastern Distributor Motorway. 

• The western side of the 'local street' to be used for trees, shrubs and general landscaping 
to soften the visual effect of a median barrier. 

Dowling Street Residents' Understanding 
The Dowling Street residents have the following understanding regarding this proposal 

• It does not allow for direct access to Dowling Street for residents ofDowling Street 

• Access must be gained by using either Milroy A venue, Carminya, Winkurra, Baker or 
Myrtle Streets. 

• Vehicles on the 'local street' south ofMilroy Avenue would be restricted to southbound 
movements only, exiting from Canninya, Winkurra, Baker, Myrtle or Ingram Streets. 

• Closure oflocal streets as proposed by Randwick Council in the West Kensington area 
would prevent vehicular. access to Dowling Street residents. 

• Creation of a ~ local street' would achieve a similar result to the current proposal by 
Randwick Council to implement local road closures for the following streets: 

· Milroy Avenue 
· Carminya Street 
· Winkurra Street 

Baker Street 
· Myrtle Street 
• Ingram Street 

~· 

Eastern Distributor Proposals 3 
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Dowling Street Residents' Group 

Option Two 

Introduction 

This proposal provides the core requirements for Dowling Street residents and is a result of several consultations of the Dowling Street Resident's Group with RUST PPK (EIS consultants}, R TA and some Rand wick Council personnel. . 

The following proposal was unarumously agreed to as a second option by the Dowling Street Residents' Group at a meeting held on the 23rd of October 1996. 

It is proposed that a 'local street' be created by closing the near side lane to through traffic with a median strip. This is expected to provige benefits to local residents by 
• Improving safety 

• Providing some reduction to current unacceptable noise levels, though not as effectively as provided by option one 

• Increasing privacy to Dowling Street Residents. 

• Reducing the effects oftniffic-related pollution experienced by Stella Maris Child Care Centre by moving Dowling Street 6.5 meters to the west, though not as effectively as provided by option one 

Description 

The following outlines the detailed requirements to implement Option Two. 

~ • Extend the south bound tunnel from Todman Avenue to provide a staggered tunnel arrangement similar to that currently proposed for Cleveland Street and the north side of Dacey Avenue. 

• Utilise the roof of the extended south bound tunnel to enable two lanes of traffic to merge into one southbound lane. This single surface lane forms the third south bound Motor way lane mid block between Milroy Avenue and Canninya Street. 

• Dedicate 7.0 meters of the kerbside roadway along Dowling Street to create a 'local street' (6.5 meters dedicated to 'local street' and 0.5 meters for provision of a median 
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Dowling Street Residents' Group 

barrier). The 'local street' to start at the beginning of the corner ofTodman Avenue and Dowling Street and proceed all the way to about 5 meters south oflngram Street. 

Provide a 'local street' barrier from Todman Avenue, with a dead end at Todman Avenue, to Ingram Street. 

Erect a suitable median along the whole perimeter of the 'local road' that acts as a noise, safety and privacy barrier. 

The height of the median barrier should take into account the line of sight from the cars in the western most curbside lane ofDowling Street to the ridge line of the single story ·· federation style cottages to optimise noise reduction. 

The 'local street' to have the following characteristics 

· A single lane carriage way, 6.5 meters wide between Milroy Avenue and lngram Street. 

· A two way carriage way 7. 5 meters wide between Milroy Avenue and Todman Avenue. 

The 'local street' to be accessible to Dowling Street residents only. No through traffic to have access to the 'local street'. 

There should be no street closures for the following streets in the West Kensington area as they would prevent access to the 'local street' by Dowling Street residents. 

· Milroy Avenue 
· Carminya Street 
· Winkurra Street 
· Baker Street 
• Myrtle Street 

lngram Street 

Council to erect sign posts along some streets running offTodman Avenue and Lenthall Street to indicate that there is no access to Eastern Distributor Motor way. 

The western side of the 'local street' to be used for trees, shrubs and general landscaping to soften the visual effect of a median barrier. 
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Dowling Street Residents' Group 

Dowling Street Residents' Understanding 
The Dowling Street residents have the following understanding regarding this proposal 

• It does not allow for direct access to Dowling Street for residents ofDowling Street 

• Access must be gained by using either Milroy A venue, Carminya, Winkurra Baker or 
Myrtle Streets. 

• Vehicles on the 'local street' south ofMilroy Avenue would be restricted to southbound 
movements only, exiting from Carminya, Winkurra, Baker , Myrtle or Ingram Streets. 

• 

• 

Closure of local streets as proposed by Randwick Council in the West Kensington area 
would prevent vehicular access to Dowling Street residents. 

Creation of a ' local street' would achieve a similar result to the current proposal by 
Randwick Council to implement local road closures for the following streets: 

· Milroy Avenue 
· Carminya Street 
· Winkurra Street 
• Baker Street 
• Myrtle Street 
• lngram Street 
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26 October 1996 49 Ridge Street 
SURRY HILLS NSW 20.10 

The Hon. Craig Knowles Jv!P 
I 
I 
I 

Minister of Department of Urban Affairs and Planning 
Level .33 CTrnsvenor Macquarie Tower 
I Farrer Place 
SYDNF.Y NSW 2000 

Dear Minister, 

I Eastern Distributor -Airport Motorway 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) I 
As a resident of Surry Hills, I am dismayed by !he current proposal for the Eastern Distributor - Airport Motorway. 

I lvfy concerns are: 

l. 
. ., .... 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

Lack of effective community consultation during the J:.JS process. I 
The lac:k of Information (noise decibel readings, vibration readings, air pollution studies, traffic 
pm;ecttons and percentage vehicle type, speed limits, elevations and cro.fls sections, ventiiatin and 

1 exhausr stack~) to allow the community tu adequately consider the proposal prior to c:ommel'l/. 
The degradation of the quality ofltfe in our environment- the impact of increased noise, 
vibration and air pollution issues to ,·ommumties whic:h already suffer from one of!l'ydney 's worst 

1 pollution environments. 
The lack of a tunnel directly linking the Sydney Harbour Tunnel to Dacey Avenue. 
T11e increase in potential for hazard ri.~lcs, due lo increare in heavy vehicle traffic .from Port BotanY.I 
- the lack of an alternate route for heavy vehicl~:s away from high population (residential) areas. 
The danger o.fweaving patterns, impact o,fjerseys b~:tween carriageways and speed options, by the 
combination of state road and motorway alongside each other in South Dowling Street, together wi'i 
numerous re.yidentia/ street openings. 1 The need for the provision of a major alternate route (non toll route), c1longstde the route (eg : 
Bourke, Crown Sts ?). This willforther impede the local areas and sever the area with two major 
road system~· (norrlvsouth) . I The lack of planning tu solve the east - west traffic management, esp~:cially as this community 
faces an increase in population from 77,000 residents (1991 conses) by 13,000 (Green Square 
Urban design competition) and the impac.;t ~(tens of thousands visitors eac:h week to ftVX 
Studios. I 
J'he loss of vital parkland, public ~pace and amenity to the communities ~f'Surry Hill~· and .'11oore 
Park (east Redfem). I The cLose pro;r;imity of the route to a sensitive com·frvation and heritage area. 
The ugliness of the road bridgl!.~· through Woolloomooloo (cmother "Cahill ''XJJressway '), and the 
destruction of the jabrtc of this area resulting in negative social impact as a result. I 
The lack o.fsufficient time for the EIS, so that community groups can adequately a.uess and 
evaluate complex engineering and technical issues - ~·ince the first F.TS (1 985), there has been a 
substantial change and increase in traffic volumes and routes leading into the Eastem Distributor- ~ 
primarily the Sydney Harbour Tunnel. 
The impact of the construction phase to traffic, social impact, damage to sensitive property in a 
conservation and heritag~: area and increase in air pollution, noise and soil di~posal. I 

I 
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14. 

15. 
16. 
]7_ 

18. 
19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 
23. 

24. 
25. 

-2~ 

South Dowling Street- viszlal impact of an ezght lane carriageway, just over J merres from 

residential property, wilh no provision for an environmental barrier or additional green space on the 

Western side ofthe route. 

Access for the community to rec:r~alional areas. 

Lack of major pede.c;trian routes and lack of provision for residential parking. 

The impa(.:t to quality and the e(.:osystem of nearby water bodzes and water tables. 

Wind tunnels and the impact of increased ambient noise to streets currently nor ejj"t:cted. 

The impact of constant noise (24 hours/day) to residems alongside the route. Currently 

there are rest periods due to traffic light chung~s. 

The threat ro our children. our street. Ridge Street, being a bypass ro access the Motorway. 

The encouragement a_( increase in traffic growth overall, particulary Surry Hills, Moore Park. 

The lack a_( landscape plans suitable to the heritage architecture of Surry Hills, Moore Park .. 

The capaciry ofthe tunnels (two lanes in each direction) to absorb traffic merging from lanes into 

the tunnels (eg: two from South Dowling, two from Anzac Parade. one from Moo re Park). 

The lack of sufficient green space within the c:arriageways, particulary South Dowling Street. 

The visual impact of the underpass and resulting traffic at Cnr South Dowling & Cleveland 

Streets. 

We reject the c:urrent proposals (including alrernattves) and a~·k the following: 

·1. The community be gtven access to data and jitnding be provided in order that the community 

engage independent experts to critically examine the proposals including rhe EIS andfurther 

establish whether the proposal meets the essential criteria. 

2. The community b~ given a further consultation period after the draft assessment report (allow the 

community to re!Jpond again after ::mhmil·sions are received to the EIS and amendments made). 

3. That due consideration be given to the proposal. The proposal must be adeqautely asses:iful and 

considered for Ihc long term benefit o,(Sydney, not short termf'or Olympics 2000. 

4. That the tunnel be extended from Sydney Harbour Tunne!lto Dacey Avenue .. 

.5. That ·there be no loss of parkland ofMoore Park. 

6. That there is no detriment to the social fabric and community members of the inner city. 

We reserw the right to further amend andlor alter this submission as information comes to hand. 

Yours faithfully. 

ohn Nic:bls 

The Hon. CatlScully, Minister for Rourh 

Level 34 Gov nor Macquarie Tower. J Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 (fax = 9228 4255) 

1Ws Clover Moore, Jl,fP 

58 Oxford Street Paddington 2021 (fax = 9331 6963) 

Mayor Vie Smith South Sydney City Council 

PO Box 103 Beaconsjie/d 2014 (fax = 9662 6965) 

Mr lv/. Keogh, Rust PPK, EIS Consultants 
Level 319 Blaxland Road Rhodes 2138 (jax = 9743 033319699 4106) 

The Hon. R.J. Carr MP, Premier 

Level 39 Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 fiarrer Place. Sydney 2000 (fax- 9241 3616) 

The Hon. Pam Alien, Minister for the Environment 

Level9 Govemor .Mac;quarie Tower, 1 F'arrer Place, Sydney 2000 (fax : 92JJ 3617) 
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c. c. nf((. rl/. /(eDGI/) . .... , ........ ... ~ ..... , ............ ·-·a 

Peter & Lilian cartwriqht 
18 Parkham Street 
Surry Hills 2010 

Ph : 9310 4964 
Pax: 9316 .5161 

29/10/96 
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The Hon. craiq Knowles MP 
Minister of Department of Urban Affairs & Planninq 

Level 33 Governor Macquarie Tower 
···----------·---··---- ___ ._-· __ I 

1 Parrer Place 
Sydney 2000 

Dear Minister, 

Eastern Distributor - Airport Motorway I Environmental Imppct 

studx 

We arc most concerned that the p~oposed Eastern Distributor will·: 

1. Result in an M4 type expressway in place of South Dowling 

Street. 

2. Result in uql;y r .oad bridges through Wooloomooloo and spoil the 

vi~w from the ~rea around the Art Oaller;y. 

3. Result in large trucks and other vehicles using nearby streets 

and suburbs as an alternative route. 

4. Result in increased East to West Traffic Congestion especially 

when the Fox Studio complex is taken into account. 

5. Result in increased noise level and pollution. 

6. Result in the loss of Parkland and Public amenities. 

The EIS consultants (RUST PPK) have not consulted the effected 

communities widely nor have they any figures on vehicle 

movements, noise levels, pollution le\fel:., lel aloue · lhe :effecl 

of the increased population within a 5 km radius of Green Square 

station or the increased East/West traffic due to the ~ox Studio. 

We suggest a botter solution is: 

1. Run the tunnel from the Sydney Uarbour Tunnel to Dacey Avenue. 

-This will do away with the noise and pol,lution and another · 

ugly "Cahill Express" type eyesore. 
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09:04 ST~ & CO PTY LTD 

2. Extend (instead of reduce) Moore Park across half of Soutb 
Dowling Street. 

3. Restrict the use of side streets through Surry Hills as aD 
alternative route. 

4. Ensure that East/Nest traffic flow~ smoothly. 

This war the inner cit~ Heritage areas will retain their 
character, Parkland will be increa~ed, and Sydney will not have 
another ugly Ezpreaswar. If this is going to reaul t in--aJrOt"IU!ir-- ---- - --­
soc at the toll so be it but this is infinitely preferable to the 
current cheap, sgoddy and ;hart pighted proppsal. r' - -) 

Your9 faithfully, 

~.rl.J~ 
Peter & Lilian Cartvright 

c.c. The Hon. R.J. Carr MP, Premier 
Mr. M. Keoqh, . Kust PPK, P.TS Consultants 
Maror Vie Smith, south srdney Council 
Ms Clover Moore, MP 
The Hon. earl Scullr, Minister for Road• 
The Hon. Pam Allen, Minister for Environment 
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Context of the inquiry 

There have been many 
traffic management 
proposals in the past­
looking at Lenthall St in 
isolation 

No-one is happy with the 
current situation 

Lenthall St as a two way 
thoroughfare has not 
worked - give partial 
closure a go 

We must look to the 
future needs of the 
Eastern Sydney traffic 
network 

Key questions about the 
future 

• Emergency service 
response times 

• Traffic congestion 

• Funding 

• Eastern Distributor 

Traffic management measures in Lenthall St have been 
considered by Randwick City Council many times in the past. 
Each recommendation has considered Lenthall St in isolation 
from the adjoining streets in the area. These studies have 
been characterised by looking at Lenthall St in terms of traffic 
numbers not in terms of why the traffic uses Lenthall St. 

The Kanalysis paralysis· that has resulted from the proposals 
has created a morass of confusion and dissatisfaction. No-one 
is happy with the current situation: residents are confused and 
cynical; Police and emergency services have been led 
(incorrectly) to believe that residents are seeking to delay 
emergency service response times; the Roads and Traffic 
Authority believes that Randwick City Council has responded to 
a local pressure group for short term political gain. 

Lenthall St used as a two way thoroughfare has not worked. 
The alternate traffic management measures proposed will 
exacerbate the concerns of all parties. lt is time for the Roads 
and Traffic Authority to give partial closure a go. Partial 
closure may not be perfect but it will be very much better than 
alternate traffic management measures proposed by Randwick 
City Council. 

Rather than looking backwards at the indecision of earlier 
traffic review proposals we must look forwards to the future 
needs of the traffic network. 

We must ask what kind of road network is required to facilitate 
appropriate traffic management methods to service the needs 
of all the community? We must review all available options to 
service the identified needs. We must also ensure that we do 
not duplicate capabilities that already exist. We must ensure 
that we do not create unsafe road conditions by selecting traffic 
management solutions for roads that are not designed nor can 
be modified to handle increased traffic volumes 

There are some key questions we should ask about the future 
of the road network in the effected area 

Will partial closure of Lenthall St compromise emergency 
service response times over alternate traffic management 
measures proposed? 
Will partial closure of Lenthall St increase traffic congestion on 
surrounding roads beyond their design capabilities? 
How does the existing and proposed funding arrangements for 
Lenthall St impact these discussions? 
How does the proposed eastern Distributor impact the 
discussions regarding the partial closure of Lenthall St? 

Resident's of Lenthall St Submission to Regional Traffic Tribunal September 1996 Page 1 



Why has it become 
necessary for a 
Residents group to 
become formed? 

Disinformation reigns 
supreme 

Need to treat Lenthall St 
holistically 

Lenthall St traffic 
volumes are high as a 
percentage of design 
volumes 

The growth in Lenthall St 
traffic volumes can not 
be maintained without 
fatalities 

A ''fair go" for all 

The residents of Lenthall St do not see it as their role to make 

submissions to a Regional Traffic Tribunal. The history of the 

fonnation of the Residents group will be explained. 

The traffic management issue within Lenthall St has been 

characterised by a disinfonnation campaign which has sought 

to place the reasonable request for a partial closure in the 

worst possible light. There has been selective presentation of 

infonnation in Council reports to the Local Traffic Committee. 

The residents of Lenthall St seek for the traffic management of 

Lenthall St to be treated holistically and not in isolation to other 

traffic management measures in the area and region. There is 

a tendency to treat traffic management measures piecemeal as 

emergency services response times, congestion issues, safety 

concerns, heritage issues or as a response to urban 

consolidation. In fact, all factors have to be taken into account 

in making a detennination on the partial closure of Lenthall St 

and issues can not be considered in isolation to other traffic 

management schemes in the area. 

Lenthall St differs from the other streets in the adjacent area in 

one important respect. Lenthall St is beyond it's design 

volumes for it's road classification. The other streets in the 

West Kensington triangle are below, and in some cases 

significantly below their design volumes under a Local Area 

Traffic management classification. 

The traffic accident reporting system is effective in reporting 

accidents with significant property damage or injuries. The 

traffic reporting system does not adequately report "Near 

Misses· which are the Accident Engineers guide to where the 

next fatality will occur. Lenthall St is subject to regular "Near 

Misses·. Statistically, with the present traffic volumes it is only 

a matter of time before fatalities occur in the street. 

The outcome of the present inquiry will have effects on 

emergency services, councils, motorists and residents. These 

effects may be varied and take time to nonnalise as new traffic 

patterns are established. However, the residents want the 

outcome of this determination to be a "fair go" for all and we 

believe that the partial closure of Lenthall St will achieve this. 

Residents of Lenthall SI Submission to Regional Traffic Tribunal September 1996 Page2 
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Description of Local Roads & their relation to Lenthall St 

Road Hierarchy and 
funding 

Road widths 

Road volumes 

Road camber, curves, 
crests & "blind spots" 

Road drainage 

The West Kensington traffic area is bounded by three roads, 
South Cowling St, Todman Ave and Lenthall St. South 
Dowling St is classified as an arterial road and is fully funded 
by the Roads and Traffic Authority. Todman Ave is classified 
as a sub-arterial road and is funded by the Roads and Traffic 
Authority. Lenthall St is classified as a local collector road and 
is fully funded by Randwick City Council. 

The West Kensington traffic area is also bound by the 
Australian Golf course which acts as a traffic barrier for traffic 
seeking to cross South Dowling St and Southern Cross Drive. 
The routes across include Lenthall St, Todman Ave and 
Gardeners Rd. The funded roads for this inter-regional traffic 
movement are Todman Ave & Gardeners Rd. Lenthall St is 
not funded as a regional road. For further discussion see below 
on regional roads. 

South Dowling St is six (6) lanes wide 
Todman Ave is four (4) lanes wide and was a main tram route 
Lenthall St is two (2) lanes wide 

South Dowling St carries in excess of 60,000 vehicles per day 
Todman Ave carries approximately 10,000 vehicles per day 
Lenthall St carries approximately 10,000 vehicles per day 

South Dowling St is straight, has no crests or blind spots. 

Todman Ave has a low camber and a few bends. 

Lenthall St has characteristics of a street designed for low 
speed local traffic conditions. 
• There is a high camber to the road, which makes driving on 

the road difficult. 
• There are two significant "blind spots" on Lenthall St. 

• The first blind spot is due to a crest in the road near 
Lenthall St's intersection with Virginia St. There 
have been numerous near misses at this 
intersection. 

• The second blind spot is at the western end of 
Lenthall St where a 70° bend in the road combines 
with the high approach speeds, poor camber, 
drainage and road surface to create a known traffic 
accident location. 

South Dowling St has drainage to a highway standard. 

Todman Ave drains well with no observed flooding points. 

Lenthall St floods regularly with light rain at the intersection of 
Lenthall St and Milroy Ave and under heavy rain floods at the 
western end (the 70° bend). There is one drain in Lenthall St 
for approximately 400m road surface! 
We do not consider that it is a safe traffic management 
scheme to use a road that floods regularly for over 10,000 
vehicle movements a day. 

Residents of Lenthall St Submission to Regional Traffic Tribunal September 1996 Page3 



Origin Destination 
studies for effected 
roads 

At it's furthest junction, 
Lenthall St is no more 
than SOOm from a sub­
arterial road performing 
the same function. 

Despite repeated requests from the Lenthall St residents, no 
Origin Destination or Number plate studies have been 
undertaken for any of the roads described here. However, 
various traffic management reports have described the 
following traffic patterns: 
• South Dowling St carries the majority of the traffic to and 

from Southern Sydney to the CBD and the Eastern 
Suburbs. 

• Todman Ave carries traffic from the South Sydney council 
area to the Randwick municipality. In addition to this role, 
Todman Ave carries traffic from South Dowling St to join 
traffic at Anzac Pde to carry traffic to and from the South 
Eastern suburbs of Sydney (eg. Kingsford, Maroubra and 
beyond). Todman Ave performs a necessary function in 
relieving congestion at the junction of Anzac Pde with 
Dowling St. 

• According to the traffic management reports, Lenthall St 
acts as a regional collector road to facilitate traffic 
movement between the Rosebery and Kensington areas. 
This function of Lenthall St is a duplication of the first 
function described for Todman Ave. 

TodmanAve 

Lenthall St 

At it's furthest junction, Lenthall St is no more than SOOm away 
from a sub-arterial road which performs the same functions as 
Lenthall St. Lenthall St performs the same road functions as 
Todman Ave and carries very nearly the same traffic volumes 
as Todman Ave, yet Lentha/1 St is both designed and 
constructed as a local road! 

The proximity of the sub-arterial roads is one of the main 
reasons why Lenthall St residents consider that partial closure 
is an appropriate traffic management measure. 
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Description of Regional Cross Roads & their relation to 
LenthaiiSt 

Road Hierarchy and 
funding 

Road widths 

Road volumes 

Road camber, curves, 
crests & "blind spots" 

Road drainage 

The Eastern Sydney traffic area is serviced by Lachlan St & 
Dacey Ave, Gardeners Rd, Cleveland Stand Wentworth Ave. 
Each road is classified as an arterial road and is fully funded by 

the Roads and Traffic Authority. 

Lenthall St is classified as a local collector road and is fully 
funded by Randwick City Council. 

Dacey Ave is four (4) lanes wide 
Cleveland St is four (4) lanes wide 
Gardeners Rd is six (6) lanes wide 
Wentworth Ave is six (6) lanes wide 

Lenthall St is two (2) lanes wide 

Traffic volumes are not available to the author of this report. 

Dacey Ave is straight, has no crests or blind spots. 
Cleveland St is straight, has no crests or blind spots. 
Gardeners Rd is straight, has no crests or blind spots. 
Wentworth Ave is straight, has no crests or blind spots. 

Lenthall St has characteristics of a street designed for low 
speed local traffic conditions. 
• There is a high camber to the road, which makes driving on 

· the road difficult. 
• There are two significant "blind ·spots" on Lenthall St. 

• The first blind spot is due to a crest in the road near 
Lenthall St's intersection with Virginia St. There 
have been numerous near misses at this 
intersection. 

• The second blind spot is at the western end of 
Lenthall St where a 70° bend in the road combines 
with the high approach speeds, poor camber, 
drainage and road surface to create a known traffic 
accident location. 

Dacey Ave, Cleveland St, Gardeners Rd and Wentworth Ave 
all have drainage to a highway standard. 

Lenthall St floods regularly with light rain at the intersection of 
Lenthall Stand Milroy Ave and under heavy rain floods at the 
western end (the 70° bend). There is one drain in Lenthall St 
for approximately 400m road surface! 

We do not consider that it is a safe traffic management 
scheme to continue to encourage over 10,000 vehicle 
movements a day on a road that floods regularly. 

Residents of Lenthall SI Submission to Regional Traffic Tribunal September 1996 PageS 



Houses & Pedestrians 
usage 

At it's furthest junction, 
Lenthall St is no more 
than 1 OOOm from arterial 
roads perfonning the 
same function. 

Dacey Ave. Cleveland St, Gardeners Rd and Wentworth Ave 
have a mixed residential and commercial development. Many 
sections of these roads have open space on one side. 

With the exception of the western section of Cleveland St, not 

many pedestrians use these streets. 

Lenthall St is part of the West Kensington Heritage zone and 
consists of residential housing on both sides of the road. 

A significant number of pedestrians use the street to walk to 
and from Rosebery. A number of school children walk to the 
local school along Lenthall St. 

Cleveland St 

Dacey Ave AlisonRd 

Rainhow St 

Not to ocale 

Lenthall St remains as one of many streets for crossing from 
east to west. We do not consider it appropriate under a Local 
Area Traffic Management scheme that Lenthall St be allowed 
to continue the same road functions as the other major cross 
streets, when Lentha/1 St is designed and constructed as a local 
road! 

The proximity of the arterial roads is one of the main reasons 
why Le nth all St residents consider that partial closure is an 
appropriate traffic management measure. 

We accept that Lenthall St must play a role in facilitating east 

west traffic movements. Partial closure restricts movement 
along Lenthall St in the easterly direction. Lenthall St continues 
to play it's role in vehicles travelling west. 
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History of West Kensington traffic management proposals 

Studies perfonned 

Were other studies 
perfonned? 

Are 10 year old studies 
relevant? 

How the proposals 
progressed 

During the 1980's as part of the Raleigh Park Development 
EIS, the developer prepared a traffic management plan for the 
West Kensington area. The key elements of this study was to 
install traffic lights at the Lenthall St Todman Ave intersection 
to keep delays to an acceptable level. 

The consultant's report recommended other actions be 
undertaken only after further study when the traffic effects of 
the development were known. 

There have been no further consultant's studies on traffic 
management in the West Kensington area. The resident's of 
all the streets have repeatedly requested that Randwick City 
Council commission an integrated traffic management plan 
which considers the effects of all proposed traffic schemes. 

Randwick City Council maintains, however, that the Raleigh 
Park Development study is sufficient. 

The residents of Le nth all St consider that the 1980's study is 
not relevant for the following reasons: 
• the study was developed over 1 0 years ago 
• the study pre-dated the State governments urban 

consolidation program which is leading to significant urban 
renewal in the South Sydney Council area 

• The opening of the Moore Park Supa Centa which has seen 
the development of a major retail centre on the edge of the 

· West Kensington Traffic area. There was no allowance for 
retail traffic movements in the assumed conditions of the 
1980's study. 

• The study did not perform Origin Destination surveys but 
used traffic counts. 

• The study predated the effects of the Harbour tunnel on 
traffic volumes. 

• The Raleigh Park development has a larger number of 
home units than that used as the basis of the 1980's traffic 
study. Raleigh Park has higher population densities than 
originally envisaged. 

In accordance with the original plan, the Lenthall St Todman 
Ave intersection had traffic lights installed. The resident's 
initially welcomed the traffic lights due to the removal of 
congestion. 

Unfortunately drivers also realised that there was a decrease 
in congestion and more cars started to use the street. Now the 
length of queuing in the street appears to be the same as 
before. The queues do come and go as is characteristic of a 
street controlled by traffic lights. 

Despite the traffic lights, Lenthall St still has traffic queued for 
approximately 1/3 of the street during the morning peak. The 
nett effect of phase one traffic management scheme has 
been to see an increase in traffic and congestion! 
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Second phase 
community consultation 

Residents prefer full 
closure 

Second phase proposals 

Residents propose 
partial closure 

Residents are concerned 
to preserve emergency 
service response times 

Randwick City Council 
did not inform the local 
traffic committee 

Randwick City Council sought public consultation on traffic 
management measures for the West Kensington area. 

The residents originally requested full closure of Lenthall St at 
it's junction with Epsom Rd. The residents were told that this 
was not possible because of emergency service response 
times and the roads "collector" status. 

The residents accept that a full closure is not an appropriate 
traffic management measure. 

Randwick City Council then developed proposals to implement 
a second phase of traffic management measures. 

Randwick City Council proposed that Lenthall St have multiple 
speed humps and roundabouts. The residents objected to 
speed humps on the grounds of noise and cost effectiveness. 
The residents of Lenthall St do not understand how speed 
bumps will reduce traffic volumes when the approach speeds 
to the bumps are already low due to the congestion caused by 
the traffic lights. 

The residents then proposed partial closure of Lenthall St 
initially as a compromise. Randwick City Council conceded 
that partial closure was a low cost solution to traffic problem 
but predicted that the Local Traffic Committee would overturn 
the proposal. 

Randwick City Council has acknowledged that partial closure is 
not an impediment to Emergency Service vehicles. However, 
in the minutes of the Local Traffic Committee, the sign posted 
exemption for Emergency Service Vehicles was not 
mentioned. 

The residents remain concerned that the original proposal with 
multiple speed humps and roundabouts would delay 
emergency service vehicles. One of the justifications for 
partial closure is that one road impediment with a sign posted 
exemption for emergency service vehicles results in faster 
response times than multiple traffic calming devices at 1 OOm 
intervals along the street. 

Randwick City Council did not inform the Local Traffic 
Committee that the alternate to partial closure was multiple 
speed bumps and roundabouts. The residents of Lenthall St 
have asked Randwick City Council many times as to why the 
alternate proposals were not presented to the local traffic 
committee. To date, the residents have not had a response to 
their written requests. 

We are concerned that the Emergency Services be fully 
informed as to the alternate proposals to partial closure of 
Lenthall St. 
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The Officer's Report did 
not reveal all the facts 

Residents of Lenthall St 
do not consider that we 
should make 
submissions 

Why the "traffic calming" 
devices will not work 

At the Randwick City Council meeting which proposed a partial 

closure of Lenthall St, the residents were forced to highlight 
discrepancies in the Officer's Report. These include: 

• Double counting of objections against the proposal 

• Failing to mention a large petition in favour of the proposal. 

• Failing to record written submissions in favour of the 
proposal 

The residents of Lenthall St do not consider that it is the role of 

residents to make submissions to the regional Traffic Tribunal. 
Unfortunately, with a history of a lack of impartiality within the 

Randwick City Council we were advised to make this 
submission to ensure that all relevant facts are considered. 

We welcome the impartiality of the tribunal and look forward to 
the chairman's determination on this matter. 

The alternate traffic management measures proposed by 
Randwick City Council will not address the major traffic issues 
faced by Lenthall St 
• Speed humps are not effective in reducing traffic speeds 

when the morning peak has traffic queued for 1/3 of the 
, street. Drivers can not go slower than stopped! 

• Speed humps do not deter motorists from using the street 
when they already accept slow transit times. 

• Speed humps will compromise emergency service response 
times. 

• · We should not install a traffic management system which 
slows emergency services and does nor alter driver 
behaviour! 

The major traffic management issue faced by residents of 
Lenthall St is traffic volumes and it's associated congestion & 
noise. 

Speed along Lenthall St is already controlled by the poor road 
surface and natural blind spots which serve to slow down 
(sensible) drivers. 
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Do not pre-judge EIS 

The proposal published in the media did show that there were 
to be bridges and tunnels built to accommodate east west 
traffic movement at Fitzroy, Cleveland Stand Todrnan Ave. 

This will permit greater east west flow along the identified 
arterial routes. The residents of Lenthall St recognise that this 
is an appropriate traffic management measure. 

The effects of the Eastern Distributor will be determined under 
the appropriate planning controls and the present 
determination on the partial closure of Lenthall St should not 
attempt to predetermine the outcome. 

The residents of Lentha/1 St reject any argument 
which uses as it's support an increase in east to 
west traffic movements due to the Eastern 
Distributor requiring Lentha/1 St to remain open. 

The merits or otherwise of a partial closure of Lenthall St must 
be determined based on the present traffic patterns and 
approvals processes! 
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The objections of the Police 

Residents seek copy of 
objections 

Traffic Congestion 

Emergency service 
response times 

The residents sought the grounds for objection by the Police 
from Randwick City Council and from the Roads and Traffic 
Authority. Neither organisation would forward the objections to 
the author of this report. 

We understand that the Police is objecting to the partial closure 
on the grounds of traffic congestion and emergency service 
response times. Our comments will address these issues. If 
there are other issues, the residents would welcome the 
opportunity to be briefed as to the nature of these concerns 
and would also welcome the opportunity to comment on these 
objections. 

We refer to our earlier comments on Traffic congestion by the 
Roads and Traffic Authority. In the absence of Origin 
Destination surveys, we understand that the Roads and Traffic 
Authority are best placed to assess a roads use. 

We maintain our assertion that if the Roads and Traffic 
Authority in it's current (1996) assessment of regional road 
usage considers that Lenthall St is a local road, then it follows 
that partial closure will effect local traffic only. · Partial closure 
will not generate congestion on South Dowling St as South 
Dowling St is used primarily for regional traffic. 

We do not consider that we or the police are better placed to 
assess a roads usage or the impact of a partial closure. 

We do consider that the Roads and Traffic Authority should be 
consistent in it's assessment and not change it's mind 
depending on the role it is playing on an issue! 

We call on the Police to withdraw their objection to 
the partial closure of Lentha/1 St on the grounds of 
traffic congestion as the RTA do not classify Lentha/1 
St as a road carrying significant inter-regional traffic. 

At issue is the question "Will the partial closure of Lenthall St 
unduly effect emergency service response times over alternate 
traffic management measures?" 

We refer to our earlier comments with regards to alternate 
proposals for Lenthall St traffic management. 

We consider that it is regrettable that Randwick City Council 
has not briefed the Emergency Services on the alternate 
proposals. 

Randwick City Council described the model for Lenthall St as 
similar to the last section of Elizabeth St, Zetland. You may 
well have travelled along Elizabeth St, Zetland on your way to 
the Roads and Traffic Authority Rosebery offices this morning. 
This short section of street has two roundabouts and four 
speed humps with a posted approach speed of 25kph! The 
total travel time for this street for an ambulance or fire engine 
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Partial closure has the 
best emergency service 
response times 

must be much greater than one partial closure at the end of the 
street with a posted exemption for emergency service vehicles! 

Partial closure of Lenthall St maintains the emergency services 
response times at acceptable levels when compared to 
alternate traffic calming devices. 

We call on the Police to withdraw their objection to 
the partial closure of Lentha/1 St on the grounds of 
emergency service response times. 
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The Growth in Near Misses 

Traffic Accident 
Reporting sys~em 

Near·Miss Statistics 

The traffic accident reporting system is effective in reporting 
accidents with significant property or injuries. The traffic 
reporting system does not report ·drive-away• accidents. The 
traffic reporting system also can not report •near mises•. 

Accident Prevention Studies in the UK by Trevor Kletz et al 
have revealed a strong correlation between, near misses, 
accidents and fatalities. These authors have demonstrated 
that road systems which have high incidences of near misses 
will statistically develop into fatalities. 

I have witnessed the result of one of these near misses outside 
my house. A young driver in a new car lost control of his car 
and spun around to collect an oncoming car. He was then 
pushed onto the footpath narrowly missing a passing 
pedestrian. 

Lenthall St has a significant number of pedestrians who are 
offered no protection from this sought of an incident by 
continuing to allow traffic to continue unabated. 

We asked residents of the street for their observations of near 
miss incidents. 

We were genuinely surprised at the number of reports that we 
received. 
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Conclusion 

A partial closure does 
not 

A partial closure does 

Doing nothing is not an 
option 

Partial closure is not the 
ideal traffic solution but 
it deserves a trial. 

Partial Closure of Lenthall St does 
• not compromise emergency response times as Emergency 

Vehicles will be exempt from the closure 

• not increase congestion as the RTA have assessed Lenthall 

St as not carrying significant inter-regional traffic 

• not create traffic accidents. 
• not prevent inter-regional traffic from using Lenthall St in a 

western direction 

Partial Closure of Lenthall St does 
• improve emergency response times over alternative traffic 

management measures 
• allow Lenthall St to continue to play a role in the wester1y 

movement of traffic across Sth Dowling St. 

• manage traffic flow on to the available roads within the 

capabilities of their designs. 

As observed in the introduction, everyone is frustrated with 

Traffic management proposals for Lenthall St 
• lt is not sufficient to reject this proposal without a credible 

cost effective alternative that manages the traffic on this 
street. 

• To reject this proposal is to accept an increase in traffic 
accidents and personal injuries on Lenthall St. 

We do not want to be heard to say that we consider partial 

closure to be the ideal traffic solution. We do consider that 

partial closure represents an acceptable compromise with all 

factors considered. 

We would like to propose that, as a 
minimum, the Regional Traffic Tribunal 
agrees to a 12 month trial partial 
closure to determine the success of 
this Traffic Management measure. 

Residents of Lenthall St Submission to Regional Traffic Tribunal September 1996 Page 17 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



J ~ ;/&, /-;~ ~ ~cl ~ ~'Y~ ~ 

~ 44 ~~ ~ ~ 4lL-ot. 

r cr/U_~~-
tPilL<.<· e. ~ <.-• .( he.-._ c( . 

( "Pt+wJ.I/r C Hv4.Cfft..A~o~]) ) 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
I 

28 October 1996 
Ref: BW61 0298 

Ms Fiona Court 
Environmental Planner 
Rust PPK Pty Ltd 
PO Box 248 
Concord West NSW 2138 

Dear Ms Court, 

r<e,P ~ 11 b 
BizWatch KewU(JO JI ·'D·qG 
Port Botany Business Group 
Chairman Warring Neilsen 
Secretary Andrew Nolan 
Phone: 9666 5625 Fax: 9666 6420 

RE: SUBMISSION EIS - EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 

BizWatch is a Port Botany Business Group consisting of all the organisations 
occupying Port Land controlled by the Sydney Ports Corporation (refer Appendix 
A). 

Port Botany 

Port Botany is of strategic importance to New South Wales being the major 
Container Handling and Bulk Liquids Port. Currently the Port handles some 
700,000 containers per year and approximately 1 million tonnes of bulk liquids 
across the· single common user berth. 

While growth in the bull< liquids will be steady over the next 10 years, container 
growth will increase significantly with a projected growth for the year 2020 of 
approximately 1.8 million containers. 

Given the significance of the Port for the New South Wales' economy access to 
and from the Port is vital to its efficiency. 

A great deal of effort has been made to reduce Port costs to ensure New South 
Wales' Ports remain competitive. 

Sydney Ports Corporation (SPC) 

The Sydney Ports Corporation have lodged a submission which reflects many of 
our concerns. 



BizWatch 1 
Port Botany Business Group 

Road Access 

Without an efficient road and rail system providing the necessary access to and 
from the Port all other efforts to reduce costs will be futile and will only jeopardise 
New South Wales' economy and investment opportunities. 

Members of BizWatch currently have invested $700 million in Port infrastructure 
and employ directly some 1 ,400 people. lt is this investment which is also put at 
risk by inappropriate road systems. 

The areas that need to be considered are: 

• Blocking of dangerous goods vehicles using General Holmes Drive through 
the Airport Tunnel; 

• interface of Mill .Pond Road; 

• Southern Cross Drive via Wentworth Avenue or Foreshore Road; 

• Access to M4 and MS; and 

• use of Botany Road. 

Traffic 

The Port generates a total of 2,400 daily truck movements on average over the 
year, with this figure rising to approximately 4,300 by the year 2000. 

The poor road access has pushed Port Traffic onto the Suburban streets of the 
local Government Councils and will continue until some sensible planning is put 
in place. 

We urgently seek consultation with your project team in order to ensure that our 
needs are understood and if possible incorporated into the proposed scheme for 
the Eastern Distributor. 

You can clearly see that our activity has significant impact on the surrounding 
road systems and this needs to be addressed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Attached: Appendix A 
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BizWatch - Port Botany 
Member's List 

ALCATEL 
2 Bumborah Point Road 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Elgas Limited 
30 Friendship Road 
Port Botany NSW 2036 

ICI Hydrocarbons 
PO Box 148 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Sydney Haulage Cont~iners 
Ltd 
1890 Botany Road 
Port Botany NSW 2036 

Van Ommeren Tank 
Terminals Australia 
49 Friendship Road 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Patricks Ltd 
PO Box 273 
Port Botany NSW 2019 

Boral Gas (NSW) Pty Ltd 
PO Box 84 
St Peters NSW 2044 

CTAL 
42 Friendship Road 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Smith Bros 
4 Bumborah Point Road 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Terminals Pty Ltd 
45 Friendship Road 
Matraville NSW 2036 

Port Botany Container Park 
Bunnerong Road 
Port Botany NSW 2036 
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I Ewun Distributor· Airport Motorway 

EIWlronmentallmpact Study (EIS) 

As a resident of Surry Hills, I am dismayed by the current proposal for the Eastern Distributor - Airport 

Motorway. 

I 

· My concerns are: 

1. 
2. 

. .3. . 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

Lack of effective community consultation during the EIS process. 
I 

The lack of information (noise decibel readings, vibration readings, air pollution studies, traffic 

projections and percentage vehicle type, speed limits, elevations and cross sections, ventilatin and I 
exhaust stacks) to allow the community to adequately consider the proposal prior to comment. 

The degradation of the quality of life in our environment- the impact of increased noise, 

vibration and air pollution Issues to communities which already suffer from one of Sydney's worst' 

pollution environments. 

The lack of a tunnel directly linking the Sydney Harbour Tunnel to Dacey Avenue. 

The increase in potential for hazard risks, due to increase In heavy vehicle traffic from Port Botanl 

- the lack of an alternate route for heavy vehicles away from high population (residential) areas. 

The danger of weaving patterns , impact ofjerseys between carriageways and speed options, by the 

combination o/state road and motorway alongside each other in South Dowltng Street, together ' 

numerous residential street openings. 

The'needfor the provision of a major alternate route (non toll route), alongside the route (eg: 

Bourlce, Crown Sts ?). This will further impede the local areas and sever the area with two major 

1 
road systems (north/south). 

The lack of planning to solve the east- west traffic management, especially as this community 

faces an increase in population from 77, 000 residents (1991 conses) by 1 .3, 000 (Green Square 

1 
Urban design competition) and the impact of tens of thousands visitors each week to FOX 

Studios. 

. 

The loss ofvital parkland, public space and amenity to the communities ofSurry Hills and Moorel 

Park (east Redfern). 

The close proximity of the route to a sensitive conservation and heritage area. 

The ugliness of the road bridges through Woolloomooloo (another "Cahi/1 expressway''), and thi 

destruction of the fabric of this area resulting in negative social impact as a result. 

The lack of sufficient time for the EIS. so that community groups can adequately assess and 

evaluate complex engineering and technical issues - since the first EIS (1985), there has been a 

substantial change and increase in traffic volumes and routes leading into the Eastern Distributf ­

primarily the Sydney Harbour Tunnel. 

The impact of the construction phase to traffic. social impact, damage to sensitive property in a 

conservation and heritage area and increase in air pollution, noise and.soil disposal. I 

I 

·· · · · ··· · ··· ·· · · · ·· · · · ·· · ·· · · ........... ...... . ...... .. 
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14. 

15. 
/6. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 

24. 
25. 

\ 
\ 

-2-

South Dowling Street - visual impact of an eight lane carriageway, just over 3 metres from 

residential property. with no provision for an environmental barrier or additional green space on the 

Western side of the route. · 

Access for the community to recreational areas. 

Lack of major pedestrian routes and lack of provision for residential parking. 

The impact to quality and the ecosystem of nearby water bodies and water tables. 

Wind tunnels and the impact of increased ambient noise to streets currently not effected. 

The impact of constant noise (24 hours/day) to residents alongside the route. Currently 

there are rest periods due to traffic light changes. 

TJ.. 114f'411119 '"J' ~!;;Wren rzw .street het"B '"' g/ff""'JR\W ~ I94~HH ,., .u~to' "ti.1· 

The encouragement of increase tnlraffic growth overall, particulary Surry Hills, Moore Park. 

The lack of landscape plans suitable to the heritage architecture of Surry Hills, Moore Park. . 

The capacity of the tunnels (two lanes in each direction) to absorb traffic mergingfrom lanes into 

the tunnels (eg: two from South Dowltng, two from Anzac Parade, one from Moore Park). 

The lack o.fsufficient green .rpace within the carriageways, particulary South Dowling Street. 

The visual impact of the underpass and resulting traffic at Cnr South Dowling & Cleveland 

Streets. 

,I reject the current proposals (including alternatives) and ask the following: 1 

/ . The community be given access to data and fUnding be provided in order that the community 

engage independent experts to critically examine the proposals including the EIS and forth er 

e.s·tablish whether the proposal meets the essential criteria. 

2. The community be given a fUrther consultation period after the draft assessment report (allow the 

community to respond again after submissions are received to the EIS and amendments made). 

3. That due consideration be given to the proposal. The proposal must be adeqautely assessed and 

considered.for the long term benefit of Sydney, not short term for Olympics 2000. 

4. That the tunnel be extended from Sydney Harbour Tunnel to Dacey Avenue .. 

· 5. That there be no loss o_f parkland of Moo re Park. 

6. That there is no detnment to the social fabric and community members ofthe inner city. 

I reserve the right to further amend and/or alter this submission as information comes to hand. 

Yours (aith(ully . . . r!i~¥ -rllliLitJFr Hlfye--c; 
7:t 1 ~tll · IJtJJVL1rlt!-z 
~~r/ ,.U,I~ 
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M.Milani BA Mlitt MNIA 
129 Authur Street 
SURRY HILLS 2010 

TEL: (02) 9-331-4350 

October 28, 1996 

Mr. M. Keogh 
Rust PPK 
EIS Consultants 
Level 3/9 Blaxland Road 
RHODES 2138 

Dear M. Keogh, 

Re: Eastern Distributor- Airport Motorway 

I am a resident of Surry Hills and have been following the Eastern Distributor debate with vested 

interest. I object to the current proposals as a solution to the traffic problems which the Eastern 

Distributor seeks to resolve. 

My objections are: 

1. Lack of information about the motorway - I visited your community office in Crown St 

where the project is displayed and I have been unable to gain information about traffic levels, 

noise and fume pollution levels, speed limits, numbers of lanes to be constructed, service 

road requirements, noise barrier erections. This is notwithstanding the fact that the Road 

Traffic Authority states that there has been community consultation. 

2. Lack of effective consultation with the local residents .. .. not much point contacting residents 

which will be unaffected by the existing proposals. There is a need to contact those who 

will live in close proximity to the motorway. 

3. The current proposals will be an environmental disaster for local residents, especially for 

those residents facing South Dowling street. lt will impact residents living in the "environs" of 

the proposed motorway. 

· 4. Road bridges and hanging roads" a la Cahill expressway" will destroy the architectural and 

social life of residents at the Woolloomooloo end of the motorway. 

5. There has been a lack of time for community groups to assess the social and 

environmental changes which will effect their residential areas. 

6. The heritage and period homes along the proposed motorway will be destroyed by the 

pollution caused by fumes and grime generated by the proposed motorway. 

7. Access to recreational areas - Moore and Centennial Parks, Fox Studios, Football Stadium 

will be severely impaired - they have to cross a motorway with a 10 lane traffic component. 

8. Where are the "service roads" for residents in South Dowling Street in the proposed 

motorway. 

9. Lack of protection from noise levels for residents along the proposed motorway. 

10. The "Clearway" restrictions created along the motorway would exacerbate the current 

chaotic parking problems which already exist in the area. 
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11 . The proposed motorway would create another "Parramatta Road" dilemma. 

12. There is no provision for "green space" between the carriageways, particularly along South 
Dowling Street. 

13. The Impact on the ecosystem (drainage into waterways etc). 

14. Lack of pedestrian routes and adequate parking facilities. 

15. The problems associated with merging traffic from Anzac Parade, South Dowling and Moore 
Park into two lanes into the tunnel. 

Rejecting the proposed project for the reasons inexhaustive reasons listed above, I propose and 
make the following requests: 

1. The proposed Eastern Distributor go ahead but the emphasis be shifted from the current 

reasons of the Olympics 2000 ( let's move the traffic). The emphasis needs to be on the 

affects on the local and community residents, the social conditions lt creates and the 

environmental disaster should the project proceed as it currently is outlined. 

2. There be no loss of parkland to Moo re Park. 
3. The tunnel be extended from the Sydney Harbour Tunnel to the proposed exit In Dacey 

Avenue. lt would be cost effective if the tunnel is placed under Moore Park- a cut, construct 
and fill operation - with the replacement of the after the construction. There is the potential of 
making this project the most efficient, environmental and socially acceptable projects Sydney 

has ever seen. 
4. The community be given a further consultation period after the draft assessment report and to 

respond to the EIS report and amendments. 

Due to the lack of community consultation and information, I reserve the right to make 
amendments to the above proposals as more information "sees the light of day." 

Yours faithfully, 

~~~ 
M.Milani 

cc: Ms Clover Moore MP 
Mayor Vie Smith 
Mr. M. Keogh 
Hon. R.J. Carr, Premier 
Hon. Pam Alien Minister for the Environment 
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29 October, 1996. 

Mr. M. Keogh 
RustPPK 
EIS Consultants 
Lvel3/9 Blaxland Road 
RHODES NSW 2138 

Dear Mr. Keogh, 

Eastern Distributor - Airport Motorway 
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) 

k'eP = 

~Le/We): · 
47 Mort street 
SURRY HILLS 

As a resident of Surry Hills, I am dismayed by the current proposal for the Eastern Distributor - Airport 
Motorway. · 

My concerns are: 

I. Lack of effective community consultation during the EIS process. 

2. The lack of infonnation (noise decibel readings, vibration readings, air pollution studies, traffic 
projections and percentage vehicle type, speed limits, elevations and cross sections, ventilation 
and exhaust ·stacks) to allow the community to adequately consider the proposal prior to 
comment. 

3. The degradation of the quality of life in our environment - the impact of increased noise, 
vibration and air pollution issues to communities which already suffer from one of Sydney's 
worst pollution environments. 

4. The lack of vision, which would enable suitable alternate solutions, such as a continuous tunnel 
to put the traffic underground from the Harbour Bridge to Dacey A venue. 

5. The increase in potential for hazard risks, due to increase in heavy vehicle traffic from Port 
Botany - the lack of an alternate route for heavy vehicles away from high population 
·(residential) areas. 

6. The danger of weaving patterns, impact of jerseys between carriageways and speed options, by 
the combination of State road and motorway alongside each other in South Dowling Street, 
together with numerous residential street openings. 

1. The n~d for the provision of a major alternate route (non toll route), alongside the route (e.g. 
Bourke, Crown Streets) This will further impede the local areas and sever the area with two 
major road systems (north/south). 
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8. The lack of planning to solve the east-west traffic management, especially as this community 

faces an increase in population from 77,000 residents (1991 census) by 13,000 (Green Square 

Urban design competition) and the impact of tens of thousands of visitors each week to FOX 

Studios. 

9. The loss of vital parkland, public space and amenity to the communities of Surry Hills and 

Moore Park (east Redfem) and, more importantly, the loss of easy access to these amenities and 

recreational areas. 

10. The close proximity of the route to a sensitive conservation and heritage area. 

11. The lack of sufficient time for the EIS, so that community groups can adequately assess and 

evaluate complex engineering and technical issues, since the first EIS (1985) there has been a 

substantial change and increase in traffic volumes and routes leading into the Eastern Distributor 

- primarily the Sydney Harbour Tunnel. 

12. The impact of the construction phase to traffic, social impact damage to sensitive property in 

a conservation and heritage area and increase in air pollution, noise and soil disposal. 

13. South Dowling Street - with no provision for an environmental barrier or additional green space 

on the western side of the route, surely is in contradiction to all modem thought on how we 

should handle a major freeway in such close proximity to any residential area. 

14. Lack of major pedestrian routes and lack of provision for residential parking. 

15. Wind tunnels and the impact of increased ambient noise to streets currently not affected. 

16. The impact of constant noise (24 hour/day) to residents alongside the route. Currently there are 

rest periods due to traffic light changes and lighter traffic levels. 

17. The encouragement of increase in traffic growth overall, particularly Surry Hills, Moore Park. 

18. The lack of landscape plans suitable to the heritage architecture of Surry Hills, Moore Park. 

19. The capacity of the tunnels (two lanes in each direction) to absorb traffic merging from lanes 

into the tunnels (e.g. two from South Dowling, two from Anzac Parade, one from Moore Park). 

20. The lack of sufficient green space within the carriageways, particularly South Dowling Street. 

21. The visual impact of the underpass and resulting traffic at the Corner of South Dowling and 

Cleveland Streets. 

·:• r. ., .. . :•.; . ' ·. ,., -::-:::-:--:-
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I reject the current proposals (including the alternatives) and ask the following: 

1. The community be given access to data and funding be provided in order that the community 

engage independent experts to critically examine the proposals, including the EIS, and further 

establish whether the proposal meets with essential criteria. 

2. The community be given a further consultation period, after the draft assessment report (allow 

the community to respond again after submissions are received to the EIS and amendments 

made). 

3. That due consideration be given to the proposal. The proposal must be adequately assessed and 

considered for the long term benefit of Sydney, not short term for Olympics 2000. 

4. That the tunnel be extended from Sydney Harbour Tunnel to Dacey Avenue. 

5. That there be no loss of parkland ofMoore Park. 

6. That there is no detriment to the social fabric and community members ·of the inner city. 

I reserve the right to further amend and/or alter this submission as information comes to hand. 

Yours faithfully, 

PeterSamek 



2 Albion Ave 
Paddington 2021 
October 30, 1996 

ReP : l;l :L 
ReceJe»a ;31{rortte:, 

To: Eastern Distributor Community Access Centre, PO Box 397, 
Surry Hills, 20 10 

Re: Positioning of Moore Park entry to, and exit from, the proposed 
distributor 

Dear Sir, 

I realise the EIS for the Eastern Distributor is yet to be finalised, and 
there will be a further opportunity for public submissions late next 
month, but it I believe it is important to raise the above issue now. 

From an examination of the information on display at the centre at 
-535 Crown St there appears to be a risk that insufficient account has 
been taken of the need for the local community to be able to get 
ready access from Greens Road Paddington to the Centennial 
Park/Moore Park area. 

As the proposal now stands it looks as if turning right into Greens 
Road from Moore Park Road, which is now a straightforward 
matter, . will no longer be possible due to the positioning of the 
tunnel exit/ entrance. 

In the same way, it looks like it will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to turn right from Greens Road into Moore Park Road. 

Again, while it is hard to tell from the information available, even 
turning right out of Moore Park Road (when travelling east) into 
Drivers Road may no longer be possible as a result of the tunnel 
proposals. 

While there is little doubt the expressway concept is generally a 
sensible one, I would request that careful attention be paid to the 
positioning of the tunnel. access ramps in Moore Park Road so as to 
ensure that residents in the area adjacent to Greens Road continue 
to have full access to the Centennial Park/Moore Park area. 

Peter Freeman 
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29 October, 1996 

Roads and Traffic Authority's Consultant 
RUST PPK 
535 Crown Street 
SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 

Our Ref: T02-00172/JAG/FEP/3663 

Dear Sir/Madam 

We have_ received a number of complaints from residents concerning the Eastern 
Distributor proposal. 

I have attached copies of their complaints for your consideration and assessment. 

Yours sincerely 

I. D.~ 
lan D Thompson 
Manager Traffic & Design Branch 
Public Works and Services Department 1'6 

South Sydney City Council Administrative Offices 140 Joynton Avenue Zetland NSW 20 17 
Phone (02) 313 0 Ill Fax (02) 662 6965 DX 9854 Alexandria 

Official communications should be addressed to The General Manager South Sydney City Council PO Box 103 Beaconsfield NSW 201-4 



~YJ&-er Eastermead Pty. Limited. 
. A.C.N. 002 147 417 ... :· P i.Jty..S N IN c:; . 3/144-146 Cathedral Street, 

Woolloomooloo. NSatJlbt:GYDNEY 
Phone: 9326 9555 Fax: (02) 9368 05stt1NlVbOeooaru 322 

1"6 OCT -Q PM 1: 31 
Mr. Vie Smith-Mayor. 
South Sydney City CouncilyFILE No: 
P.O. Box 103, I ..--rolf"\ 'Q::J n 
BEACONSFIELD. 2014. ~ '"'LIO N . \ ( ~ "' 2 

I , \ j 
1 o. 3Got 4--6 34-

2nd October, 1996. 

\TV 5E ACTIOE ·'Y: y u b 
:0 ··T·t· ::E-' 'i :::;~r ! · . ..: -= ;--.· I If"' ,, iL , ,c: __ . . ... _, . 

Fax 662 6965 

Dear Mr. Smith, 

Re: Proposed Eastern Distributor. 

As a resident of 144 Cathedral Street I would very much like to know what 
submission if any, South Sydney Council intends making in respect of the 
Environmental Impact Statement of the Eastern Distributor. In particular, its effect 
on the residents of the Woollomooloo area. 

The community access centre has been holding meetings with small groups of 
residents to note their concerns. They advised us that when Sydney City Council 
became aware of the two proposals now being put forward, they immediately made 
a submission to the RTA that the Eastern Distributor should be totally underground 
through Woollomooloo. 

When I asked the conveners of these meetings, what input South Sydney Council 
had made regarding the Woollomooloo area, I was told that none had been received 
to date. Whilst I appreciate that the Distributor will and indeed must go ahead. I 
am a loss to understand why your Council have chosen to neglected the interests of 
the Woolloomooloo Residents. 

Several weeks ago Council organized a rally against the federal governments 
proposed cuts to Public Housing and is campaigning vigorously against these 
proposals. How about showing some concern regarding ratepayers and residents of 
Woolloomooloo and rally behind us so that we are left with some quality of life 
when the Eastern Distributor is completed. 

Yours faithfully, 
EASTERMEAD PTY. LIMITED. 

- -... 
/ 

.Elizabet.b- Grygiel. ·-
cc . .Ian Thompson &c John Hart- Transport Planning Department. 
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Eastern Distributor 
Environmental Impact Statement 
PO Box 397 
Surry Hills NSW 20 lO 

29 Tudor Street 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

l October 1996 

Eastern Distributor- Impact on Local Traffic 

We would like to register our concern about the impact of the Eastern 
Distributor Tollway on local traffic. 

In particular, we are concerned that the effect of the toll way and associated 
closure of Bourke Street will be to divert traffic to streets such as Crown Street. As 
we understand the proposal, after telephone discussions wit~\ Rust PPK, Cl eye land 
Street is the latest point at which cars can leave the Eastern Distributor and avoid the 
northbound toll. Therefore, there is likely to be a large increase of traffic on 
Cleveland Street and Crown Street. In short Cleveland Street will b~come even worse 
and Crown Street, a street lined with homes, restaurants and shops, will become the 
new South Dowling Street. 

From the point of view of local residents, this is far from an improvement to 
the local traffic situation. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Bell 
Joanna Bird 



.. · 

. ,, 

Mr John Bourke 
General Manager 
South Sydney Council 
PO Box 103 
Beaconsfield NSW 2014 

Dear Sir 

iFfLE NJ: 

29 Tudor Street 
Surry Hills NSW 2010 

1 October 1996 

Eastern Distributor - Impact on Local Traffic 

.we enclose a copy of a letter sent to the Environmental Impact Study on the 
Eastern Distributor. 

Would you please let us know what South Sydney Council is going to do to 
lessen the impact of the Eastern Distributor on local residents in Surry Hills. In 
particular, we would like to know what will be done to prevent Crown Street 
becoming a major and congested thoroughfare that bisects the residential area of Surry 
Hills. 

Yours sincerely 

7 

· -vc~ 

//;J,..!rr" f .&/ 
Andrew Bell e---
Joanna Bird 
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17 October 1996 

Mayor Vie Smith 
South Sydney City Council 
PO Box 103 
BEACONSFIELD NSW 2014 

Dear Mr Smith 

MAYOR 

23 OCT 1996 

L ________ -----~--·) 

SUBJECT: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 

6 Kidmans Terrace 
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 

Tel: (02) 9359 7460 

LOCATION OF TUNNELS, NORTH END - WOOLLOOMOOLOO 

We write with our comments on the above subject 

• We are not opposed to tunnels as traffic is now in a daily grid lock state. 

Tunnels project is long overdue 

• Logical site for tunnels (North End) is cahill Expressway as there is unused land there and it does 

not impact residential areas as the cathedral St/ Woolloomooloo option does. 

• Tunnels located in cahill Expressway area would save the grandiose ten lane plan involving flyovers, 

pylons and demolition of the RTA Buildings, 

all to save 700 metres or extra tunnel 

• Tunnels located in the cahill Expressway area would free up the RT A plots of prime real estate in 

Palmer Street Woolloomooloo for further development (sale) as opposed to wasting them on 

further road lanes. 

• Palmer St, Woolloomooloo is a residential area with more residential projects in progress. To 

propose a ten lane highway in this residential zone is grossly unfair. 

• The proposed ten lane highway in Palmer St, Woolloomooloo would run next to the support pylons 

of the Eastern Suburbs Railway Line. 

HAS THIS DANGEROUS SITUATION BEEN CONSIDERED? 

• Palmer St, Woolloomooloo is being asked to take treble the volume of traffic load (both North and 

South bound traffic). 

THIS IS UNFAIR AS TRAFFIC NOW IS AT SATURATION LEVELS!!! 

• Locating the tunnels in the cahill Expressway precinct would decrease traffic levels considerably. 

THE PROPOSAL FOR PALMER ST, WOOLLOOMOOLOOTO WILLIAM ST 10 LANE HIGHWAY 

WOULD SCAR THE FACE OF SYDNEY LONG AFfER THE SHORT TERM REASON FOR THIS 

OPTION IS FORGOTTEN. 

Yours faithfully, 

~· t?~~s---

Dennis Plackson Jackie Evans 
Residents of Kidmans Terrace 
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16 ocr 199SJ 
The Lord Mayor . 

South Sydney City Council ·- -· -··-·- --·--·-·-··--·= , 

Dear Councillor 

69 Dominion Cirt 
Deakin. ACT 2600 

14 October 96 

We have just made the mistake of buying an apartment in the Domain apartment block on 

Sir John Young Crescent. Shortly after, we saw the notice of the Exhibition of 

Preliminary Concept Design of the Eastern Distributor in the SMH (28/9/96). 

The info-line number given (9699 41 06) is not answered. Both my husband and I spent a 

morning ringing it. It is the only number given in both the newspaper advertisement and 

in the Eastern Distributor brochure. We both had to ring around the RTA and be directed 

through numerous people to get any information. I think this phoney number is rather 

worrying and can only believe it is deliberate policy to cut down enquiries. 

After examining the plans, including Woolloomooloo Options A and B, it seems obvious 

that there has been no attempt by the planners to consider the impact of the proposed 

development on the residents of the Woolloomooloo area. The whole ugly freeway 

system is directed down what is now an average sized suburban street (Palmer Street) and 

the plans indicate two toll stations in front of our apartment building. This will cause a 

huge increase in noise as traffic screams to a halt to pay tolls and roars off after leaving 

the residents to inhale the fumes that are left behind. 

Given the deleterious effects on residents' amenity and health, the proposal to erect tolls 

in a residential area is extraordinary. It necessitates a widening of the freeway and will 

lead to a huge increase in noise. By positioning the tolls as proposed, it means the 

consequent build-up in traffic and pollution will be in our residential area. The amount of 

fumes will increase considerably raising concerns for the health of the unfortunate 

residents of this area. Is there no non-residential area where the tolls could be collected? 

Why add to the fumes that are already a problem in the inner city? Have any studies been 

undertaken on the health aspects of the proposed development? 

As for the aesthetics of the proposed development, the cheap and nasty solution of a 

freeway will be an eye sore that will be regretted in the future. It cuts what is now an 

historic area with great potential in half and people will have to contend with a huge 

freeway rushing past there homes. It denies any pedestrian access around the area. 

Option A: It looks like an elevated freeway which has been so discredited overseas in 

both Asia and the United States. The only use for such areas are as scenes for murders 

and drug deals in movies and, regrettably, in real life. Do we seriously want to introduce 

areas like this into Sydney? Woolloomooloo residents currently have easy access to the 

City, the Cross and the waterfront. This access would be severely curtailed. 
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Option B: Not much better. 

No consideration seems to have been made for the unlucky local residents. Does 

Sydney's traffic problem have to be "solved" outside my window? Is there any chance of 

putting this development underground or in a tunnel in residential areas? 

By the way, I notice a big increase in homes for sale in Woolloomooloo in the SMH 

( 12/1 0/96). The well-heeled are on the move and what sort of society will be left? A 

ghetto is being created on the edge of the city. This plan may seem like a quick fix for 

the 2000 Olympics but what will the real social cost be? I think it will be high. 

I hope you will do all in your power to stop this blight on our beautiful city that will 

detract from tourism appeal in the long term. Do we want the centre of the City of 

Sydney to be split by a freeway? 

Yours sincerely 

Susan Chessell 



30 October 1996 

MrMKeogh 
Rust PPK, EIS Consultants 
Level 3/9 Blaxlands Road 
RHODES NSW 2138 

Dear Sir 

RE: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR- AIRPORT MOTORWAY 

725 South Dowling St 
REDFERN NSW 2016 

As a resident of South Dowling St, Redfern, I am concerned about the current thinking 
favouring the new motorway. 

My home and most of the others to be affected by your plan were built around 1883 and 
represent the old Sydney heritage. It is outrageous to even consider destroying this heritage 
with a motorway construction which, in the coming years, would carry millions of cars and 
trucks belching out contaminates and creating vibrations which will eventually damage these 
great old homes. 

The current plan is outrageous and does not take into account community concerns about all 
the obvious problems: 

noise levels and vibration, 
resident safety, 
loss ofMoore Park section, 
destruction of a heritage area, 
insufficient time of EIS, 
no provision for a green space between the motorway and homes, 
no landscaping plans, 
parking. 

The list goes on. We favour the Olympics but to impose a disaster like this on Sydney for the 
sake of slightly alleviating a temporary traffic problem is stupid and short sighted. No one has 
the right to carve off slices of our parklands. 

Yours faithfully 

JON P FLEMING 
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28 October, 1996 715 South Dowling Street 
Moore Park: NSW 2016 

The Hon Craig Knowles MP 
Minister ofDepanment of Urban Affairs and Planning 

Level33 Grosvenor Macquarie Tower 
1 FmerPiace 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 CC: MR M. KEOGB 

RUSTPPK . - - ···-·- ---·-- ... -... _ ------ - --- ... -·--

EIS CONSULTANTS. 

Dear Minister, 

RE: EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR· AIRPORT MOTORWAY 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY (EIS) 
.. ; ·•~ l • • •· f I ._ 

• :.. . • l . . ~ .. . 

As residents ofRedfem East for the past 28 years. we are absolutely dismayed at the 

current band-aid proposal for the Eastern Distributor - Airport Motorway. 

Our major concerns are: 

1...... The absence of an e1fective community consultation during the EIS process. 

2...... The lack of information, regarding noise decibel readings. vibration readings. air 

pollution studies, traffic projections and percentl8e of vehicle types, speed limits, 

evaluations and cross sections, ventilation and exhaust stacks, to allow the communitY 

to adequately consider very carefUlly the proposal prior to comment. · · .: · 

3 ...... Further degradation of the quality of Ufe in our neighbourhood. The impact of 

increased noise, traffic volume, vibration and air pollution are serious issues to this 

community which already suffers immeasurably from one of Sydney's highest 

pollution environments. 

4 ........ 

s ...... 

6 •.•.•. 

The absence of forethought to provide a cbmpletetunnel directly linking the Sydney_ 

Harbour Twmel to O,Dea Avenue Zetland, exiting onto Southern Cross Drive .. 

The incr~ in potential risks from hazardous chemicals, due to escalation of heavy 

vehicle traffic from Port Botany lind the absence of an alternate northem route for 

heavy vehicles away from the dense residential areas. 

The danger of exit and entry patterns. impact of jersey barrien between carriageways 

and speed options~ and the combination of state road and motorway alongside each 

other in South Dowling Street, together with numerous residential street openirigs. 
' ' 

@ 
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7 .... ,. 

8 ...... 

't • •· • • ~ I., •• , .. - _. 

The need for the provision of a major alternate non toll route, parallel to the Airpon 
Motorway route (eg: Bourke and Crown Streets?). This will further congest the 
local residential areas and sever the municipality with two major road systems 
(north/south). 

The lack of planning to solve the east - west traffic management, especially as this 
community faces an increase in population from 77~000 residents (1991 consensus) by 
13,000 (Green Square Urban design competition) and the impact ofums of thousands 
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of visitors each week to FOX Studios, and the seasonal nightmare of football fans _J 
during the winter months and cricket fans during the summer months:-··------------·----------

9 .•. _. The 1oss of vital parkland, public space and amenitys to the communities-of Surry Hills, 
Moore Park (east Redfem), Paddington, Waterloo and Kensington. 

1 0.... The close proximity of the route to sensitive conservation and heritage areas. 

H •• ~. The overbearing ugliness of the road bridges through W oolloomooloo as proposed 
. would be another "Cahill expressway', and wiU lead to the destruction of the ve:ry 

fabric of this area and result in a grave negative social impact. 
• . • ' . •' : .. . .... ,. - 4 

0 ~ ~ ... 0 - ' ,_ R 

12.... The lack of sufficient time for the EIS, so that comnumity groups ean idequateJf. · 
assess and evaluate complex engineering and technical issues - since the first EIS 
(1985), there has been a substantial change to a.od a monumental increase in traffic 
volumes along the routes leading into the Eastern Distributor - primarily the Sydney 
Harbour Tunnel. ~ ·_. ; ·· : . 

. " l :•y 
13.... The enormous impaCt of the construction phase to traffic, drastic sOcial impact~ · · · 

real damage to sensitive property in a conservation and heritage area aDd an increase 
in air pollution, noise and soil disposal. ·· 

14.". South Dowling Street - disturbing visual imp8ct of an eight lane high sPeed traffic 
carriageway, just over 3 meters from residential property, with no provision for an 
environmental barrier or additional green space on the Western side of the route. 

IS.... Absolute minimal access fur the community to Moore Park recreational areas. 

16.... Lack of major pedestrian routes and the laclc of provision for resideDtial parking. 

17.... The impact to the quality ofthe ecosystem of nearby water bodies and water tables. 

18..- Wmd tunnels created and the impact of increased higher ambient noise to streets · 
currently not effected. 

19.... The impact of constant traffic noise almost 24 hours a day to residents on the route. 
Currently there arc brief rest periods due to traftic light clwlges; .and occasional grid 
lock. 

, ··'1'": 
:;-· . .. ' I 
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20.... The threat to, our children and our goodse~ and neighbours as the possibility of 
Charles Street being an alternative bypass to access the Airport Motorway or the 
Harbour Bridge tunnel. 

21.... The encouragement of major increase in traffic growth in synergy overall. particularly 

Redfern, Surry Hills and Moore Parlc. 

22.... The lack of landscape plans suitable to the heritage architecture, particularly of 
Redfem, Suny Hills and Moore Park. 

23.... The capacity of the north bound tunnels (two lanes in each direction) to absorb the 

traffic merging from two lanes in Anzac Parade and two lanes in Soutb-Dowling St., r _ :: :~ 

and a lane from Moore Park Rd. Southbound exits a concern also at this point. 

24 •• " The lack of sufficient green space within the carriageways, particularly South Dowling 
Street. 

2S.... The visual impact oftbe underpass and resulting nightmare traffic congestion at the 
· Cni South Dowting and Cleveland Streets with heavy transport still seeking to gain 

westbound access to Cleveland Street. · · / ·.: : 
' . ' 

• • .. • • ~ • ,.1 

We reJect the current proposa)s (mcluding alternatives) and strongly suggest tbe folloWing·:· · 1 . 

1 ...... · The community be given access to - and funding be provided, in order that the 
community· ensage independent experts to critically examine the proposBJs inclUding 
the EIS and further establish whether the proposal meets the esscotial criteria. 

2...... Tbe community be given a further consultation periocl after the draft assessment . 
report, which will aBow the community to respond again after submissions are received 
by the EIS, and amendment$ made. . 

3 .. _ That due consideration be given to the propOsal. The proposal muSt be adequately · · 
assessed and considered for the long term future benefit of Sydney. not short term 
lwld-aid solution for Olympics .2000. 

4 .. __ Sydney Harbour Tunnel must be extCodcd right through to O'DeaAvenue. 

s...... R.eclaim the paddand that was lost when South Dowling Street wu widened to 
aceomadate Southern Cross Drive Freeway. Retwn South Dowling Street to local 
traffic, and provide angle parking on Western side oftbe road. 

6...... Tbat there is oo detriment to the social fibric and community members of the inner 
city. 
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Find acceptable solutions to the accute problem of the East West traffic management. 

Most importantly, find long term acceptable solutions to parallel traffic corridors for 
hazardous chemicals, and traffic management during construction period. 

We do reserve the right to further amend and/or alter this submission as information 
comes to hand. 
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Yours faithfully 
-·. ··-- --·------·-·--··-·---· ---·1 

}'.a.&~~ 
NATASBA O'REJLLY . 0 
715 SOUTH DOWLING STREET 
MOORE PARK NSW 2016 
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JENN1FER O'REU.I.Y 
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CC: The Hou. R.J. Carr MP, Premier'. 
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Tbe Boa. Carl Sally, Miabter for R.oada. 

Ml Clover Moore, MP. Member for Blip. 

Tbe Boa. Pam AlleD, Minister ror tlae Eaviromeat. 

Mayor Vx Smitll, Sou.._ Syclaey Cowacil. . 

Mr M. Keoala, Run PPK, EIS CODSUitaats. 
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• HERITAGE ISSUE 

• KIDMANS TERRACE 

• NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFIED 

• CIRCA 1840 

• IMPACTED 
-BY-

• EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 

• Woolloomooloo - Palmer Street 
Section 

I Kidmans and Environs Group 
TaC'kiP Evans ;:n -,rl Tl " · ~ · ~ : . nl .. . 1. ,- , .. 

6 Kidmans Terrace, Woolloomooloo 
Phone: 9!l~7 741;0 



31 October 1996 

Ms Fiona Court 
Rust PPK 
9 Blaxland Road 
RHODES NSW 2138 

Dear Ms Court 

SUBJECI': EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR 
PREFERRED PROPOSALS 

6 Kidmans Terrace 
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 

Tel: (02) 9357 7460 

OPTIONS A&B: PALMER ST • WOOLLOOMOOLOOSECI'ION 

As concerned residents of Woolloomooloo, with regard to the above matter, we should like to present 
our objections relating to the following: 

KEY ISSUES 

Protection of Heritage Areas 

• Woolloomooloo is an historic precious precinct 

• . Consider KID MANS TERRACE as an example of heritage listed properties. 

• Kidmans Terrace has been on the L.E.P. National Trust listing ref #101 for about 20 years. 

• This site is an example of Early Development - small cottages. 

• The NSW Government is bound by law e.g. the 1979 ENPL & ASSESS ACT & the 1994 
Regulations regarding heritage issues to examine the accumulative impact the Eastern Distributor's 
grandiose 10 lane highway will have being adjacent to the back of these houses. 

• The owner occupiers of Kidmans Cottages have lovingly restored them over the years, pouring their 
financial resources into their maintenance. 

• Since the Harbour Tunnel was built - Palmer Street has absorbed the resulting increase in traffic to 
the tune of an extra 10K vehicles per day. 

· • Residents in this basin of Woolloomooloo are already feeling vibratory tremors of increased traffic 
impact through their homes. 

• Palmer Street is a residential area with more residential projects in progress. 

• The Eastern Distributor options as presented to this community will make life untenable here. 

• 

• 

We residents are desperately concerned about the effect these plans will have on our physical and 
mental well being. 

How can we live like this, adjacent to a 10 lane highway that is being planned to come so close to 
this heritage pocket of Woolloomooloo? 

• In real estate terms, our property values will plummet 

• We see this fast track option as the gradual erosion of our nurtured lifestyle. 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

• Woolloomooloois unique, with its community village style atmosphere. 

• It has a very low percentage of private vehicles per capita by state averages. 
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• Why should the fragile fabric of an old inner-city area of historic character bear the brunt of high 
levels of traffic noise and its pollution? 

• Those of us who are carless and therefore environmentally safe are dismayed that we should suffer 
the consequences of these proposed traffic tentacles. 

• We urban dwellers are the environment, as important as the fig trees in Moore Park, given just 
consideration within the fabric of this Eastern Distributor proposal 

• Those of us who live in this precious precinct are concerned about the severance of Woolloomooloo 
from the CBD and our social and cultural networks. 

• cathedral Street is the main pedestrian route into the city. 

• Pedestrian overbridges, even though ramped, make the route longer - a big, ugly concrete structure 
-a crime trap. 

• We have a large population of elderly citizens in this area. They are fearful of this pedestrian 
overbridge for the very reasons mentioned above - we all are. 

• Transport is especially an issue for the elderly residents. Taxis are reluctant to come into the area -
imagine how much more inconvenient and costly it would be to bypass a 10 lane highway. 

• What we are coming back to again and again is LIFESTYLE 

• These preferred proposals presented to the inner-city communities will have devastating effects on 
our particularly unique village atmosphere in Woolloomooloo. 

CONCLUSION 

• The Eastern Distributor project has been on and off the drawing board for years. 

• Now that we are approaching· the OLYMPICS 2000, we are being presented with this 
fast-track-option, a bandaid solution to our city's transport and traffic problems with this one event 
in mind. 

• How does this project fit for the City of Sydney into the 21ST CENTURY? 

• Please do not be tempted to resolve this transport problem by either options A or B, leaving the 
inner-city communities to live with this environmental disaster forever . 

. • The only alternative for the Woolloomooloo-Palmer Street section is to start the Tunnel from the 
cahill Expressway Precinct. 

• We residents are not opposed to a TUNNEL - Option C. 

• If politics and economics are driving this project in the short term, we appeal to government 
ministers and council officials to apply wisdom and foresight to stop and consider the long term 
effects of a 10 lane highway penetrating our inner-city environs. Visually, it will not be a pretty 
sight!!! 

• Preserve our inner-city precincts and their socio-economic cross cultural balance. 

• Those of us who live here are trying to get the formula right 

• DON'T BREAK IT UP - TUNNEL THE TRAFFIC. 

Jackie Evans 
Kidmans & Environs Group 


