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D.1 Key consultation activities undertaken 

A summary of the key consultation activities and stakeholders engaged during development of the Project is 
provided in Table D.1. 

Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

March 2014 Face to face meeting  
 

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduction to Project. 

August 2017 Face to face meeting  Armidale Regional Council • Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduction to Project. 

August 2017 
 

Face to face meeting  
 

Federal Member of 
Parliament – Tamworth 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduction to Project. 

October 2017 
 

Face to face meeting  Federal Department of 
Agriculture 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduction to Project. 
• Introductions to state counterparts. 

December 2019 Face to face meeting  
 

Local Landowners (Georges 
Junction) 
 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Impacts of drought and fires. 
• Local services. 
• Access options. 

December 2019 
 

Face to face meeting  
 

Local Landowners (Lower 
Creek) 
 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Impacts of drought and fires. 
• Local services. 
• Access options. 

January 2020 
 

 Face to face meeting  
 

Armidale Regional Councillors • Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Access options. 
• Stakeholder engagement. 

February 2020 
 

Face to face meeting  
 

State Member of Parliament - 
Armidale 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Job opportunities. 

February 2020 
 

Face to face meeting  
 

Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment 
(Regional Development) 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Renewable energy facilitation. 

February 2020 
 

Face to face meeting  
 

Armidale Regional Council • Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduction to a wider audience in 

Council. 

February 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Lower Creek Local Action 
Committee 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Community group presentation with 

focus on roads, effect of fires, 
communications. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

March 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction to council. 

April 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

National Parks and Wildlife 
Service 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Impacts on proximate National Parks. 

May 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Kempsey Shire Council • Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Job growth; roads; water use. 

May 2020 Face to face meeting  Save Our Macleay (Local 
Group) 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction. 
• Environmental impacts and water use. 

June 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Local Landowners 
(Lower Creek and Carrai) 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction to Carrai community 
• Lower Creek project update. 

August 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Local Landowners (Carrai) 
Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 
Kempsey Shire Council 
 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Additional project intro to Carrai. 
• Project updates to Thunggutti and 

Kempsey communities.  

September 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Transport for New South 
Wales 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project updates. 
• Roads impact. 

October 2020 Face to face meeting  Local Landowners (Lower 
Creek and Carrai) 
Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Introduce planning pathway (critical state 

significant infrastructure). 
• Site access and construction impacts. 

November 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Local Armidale Action Group 
(NEV2030) 
Local Landowners (Lower 
Creek) 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project introduction to NEV2030 Group. 
• Project updates (Lower Creek/National 

Parks and Wildlife Service). 

December 2020 Face to face meeting  
 

Local Landowners (Lower 
Creek) 
Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council Board 
presentation 

• Early consultation (pre-SEARs). 
• Project updates to Lower Creek 

community and Thunggutti Local 
Aboriginal Land Council Board. 

• Site access & heritage impacts. 

August 2021 Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee Meeting 

Transport for New South 
Wales Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 

• Project update. 
• Kempsey-Armidale Road works. 
• Proposed project works. 

September 2021 Online meeting Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment 
(Fisheries) 

• Project update 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

September 2021 Online meeting Transport for NSW • Project update 

September 2021 Online meeting NSW Environment Protection 
Authority 

• Project update 

September 2021 Online meeting Kempsey Shire Council • Project update 

October 2021 Online meeting The Australian Department of 
Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment  

• Project update 

October 2021 Community meeting  Local community group  
(Lower Creek Local Area 
Committee) 

• Project update. 
• Impact on roads. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

October 2021 Online meeting Armidale Regional Council • Project update 

October 2021 Online meeting NSW Department of Planning 
and Environment 

• Project update 

October 2021 Face-to-face meetings Directly impacted landowners • Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

October 2021 Face-to-face meeting Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 

November 2021 Project newsletter Local and regional 
stakeholders 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road impact and safety. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Engagement overview. 

November 2021 Face-to-face meetings Directly impacted landowners • Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 

November 2021 Face-to-face meeting Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 
(Board Meeting) 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

November 2021 Face-to-face meeting Dunghutti Elders Council 
 

• Project scope – generation and 
transmission work. 

• Cultural heritage work. 

November 2021 Face-to-face meeting Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land 
Council 
 

• Project scope – generation and 
transmission work. 

• Cultural heritage work. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

December 2021 Face-to-face regional 
engagement  

Regional community from 
Jeogla to Armidale 
(approximately 50 km) 

• Project introduction. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• New England Renewable Energy Zone. 

December 2021 Face-to-face meetings Directly impacted landowners • Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 

December 2021 Regional advertisements 
(newspapers)  

Local and regional community 
(Armidale and Kempsey 
regions) 

• Project introduction. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 

January 2022 Works Notification (SMS) Local community • Project update. 
• Increased heavy vehicle use. 

January 2022 Face-to-face meetings Armidale Regional Council and 
Councillors 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Impact on roads. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

January 2022 Regional advertisements 
(newspapers)  

Local and regional community 
(Armidale and Kempsey 
regions) 

• Project introduction. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 

January 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Armidale) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Social impact assessment. 
• New England Renewable Energy Zone. 

January 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Bellbrook) 

January 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Kempsey) 

January 2022 Project website 
 

Local and regional community 
Interested community 
members and environmental 
groups 

• Update of legacy website. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Community engagement activities, 

including new contact details (e.g., toll-
free community engagement number). 

February 2022 Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee Meeting 

Transport for New South 
Wales Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 

• Project update. 
• Kempsey-Armidale Road works. 
• Proposed project works. 

February 2022 Works Notification (SMS) Local community • Project update. 
• Increased heavy vehicle use. 

February 2022 Online meeting NSW Department of Planning 
and Environment 

• Project update 
• Advice on updating the SEARs to include 

the EAR and transmission component 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

February 2022 Face-to-face meetings Directly impacted landowners • Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 

February 2022 Online meeting Biodiversity and Conservation 
Division 

• Project update 

February 2022 Online meeting Transport for NSW • Project update 

March 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

March 2022 Community Lunch Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Project update. 
• Community engagement. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

March 2022 Community Drop-in Session Local and regional community 
(Bellbrook) 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 

March 2022 Community Event  
 

Local community (Bellbrook) • Community movie night. 
• Community engagement.  

March 2022 Community Event 
(Armidale Show) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 

March 2022 Community Event 
(2022 Australian Energy & 
Battery Storage Conference) 

Industry  • Project update. 
• Industry engagement. 

March 2022 Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee Meeting 

Transport for New South 
Wales Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 

• Project update. 
• Kempsey-Armidale Road works. 
• Proposed project works. 

March 2022 Online meeting Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment 
(Water) 

• Project update specifically on 
groundwater modelling and assumptions 

April 2022 Face-to-face meeting Kempsey Shire Council • Project update. 
• Roads. 
• Environmental impact statement. 

April 2022 Community Event 
(Kempsey Show) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 

April 2022 Community meeting 
(Macleay Valley Aboriginal 
Community Controlled 
Forum) 

Local community  
Indigenous community 

• Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

April 2022 Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee Meeting 

Transport for New South 
Wales Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 

• Project update. 
• Kempsey-Armidale Road works. 
• Proposed project works. 

April 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 
• Renewable energy. 

April 2022 Project Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update and design overview. 
• Community engagement and 

sponsorship. 
• Cultural heritage. 
• Environmental impact statement. 

May 2022 Land layouts  Crown Lands • Project update. 
• Reviewing project footprint. 
• Crown land details incorporated into 

design. 

May 2022 Community meeting 
(Thunggutti Traditional 
Owners) 

Indigenous community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 

May 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Addendum to project Scoping Report. 

May 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Social impact assessment. 
• Community drop-in sessions. 

May 2022 Online meeting Heritage NSW • Project update 

June 2022 Regional advertisements 
(newspapers)  

Local and regional community 
(Armidale and Kempsey 
regions) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 

June 2022 Letterbox drop  
 

Local and regional community  • 120 residences. 
• Project update. 

June 2022 Community Event  
(Chandler Primary School) 

Local community • Project update and presentation. 
• Community engagement. 
• Renewable energy. 
• Environmental impact statement. 

June 2022 Face-to-face meeting Armidale Regional Council • Project update. 
• Roads. 
• Community sponsorship. 

June 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Armidale) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. June 2022 Community Information 

session  
Local community 
(Hillgrove) 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

June 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Kempsey) 

• Environmental impact statement – 
planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Social impact assessment. 
• New England Renewable Energy Zone. 

June 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Willawarrin) 

June 2022 Community meeting 
(Thunggutti Traditional 
Owners) 

Indigenous community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 

June 2022 Community meeting 
(Kempsey Local Aboriginal 
Land Council) 

Indigenous community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 

June 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Project maps. 
• Community engagement. 

June 2022 Online meeting National Parks and Wildlife 
Services 

• Project update 

July 2022 Community meeting 
(Dunghutti Elders Council) 

Indigenous community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 

July 2022 Opening of Community 
Information Hub 

Local community • Project update. 
• Community engagement. 

July 2022 Community meeting  
(Dunghutti Elders Council) 

Indigenous community • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage. 

July 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Project maps. 

July 2022 Works Notification (SMS) Local community • Project update. 
• Increased heavy vehicle use. 

July 2022 Project Factsheets Local and regional community • Environmental impact statement 
Renewable energy. 

• New England Renewable Energy Zone. 
• Pumped Hydro Energy Storage. 
• Water management. 
• National Electricity Market. 

July 2022 Online meeting Rural Fire Services • Project update 

July 2022 Online meeting Biodiversity and Conservation 
Division 

• Project update and field survey results 

July 2022 Online meeting Rural Fire Services 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Services 

• Project update and overview of bushfire 
field survey observations 

August 2022 Project Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update and design overview. 
• Community engagement. 
• Cultural heritage. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

August 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Project maps. 
• Community engagement. 

August 2022 Letterbox drop Local and regional community • Letterbox drop delivered to Kempsey 
(1330 residences), Willawarrin, and 
Bellbrook communities. 

• Project update and notification of 
community information hub. 

August 2022 Face to face meeting 
(Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee 
Meeting) 

Transport for New South 
Wales Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 

• Project update. 
• Kempsey-Armidale Road works. 
• Proposed project works. 

October 2022 Face to face meeting 
(Road works to Kempsey 
Armidale Road) 

Kempsey Shire Council 
 

• Road concept designs. 
• Road improvement works. 
• Working with council to deliver works. 

October 2022 Online meeting 
 

NSW Department of Planning 
and Environment 

• Project update 

November 2022 Face to face meeting 
(Road works to Kempsey 
Armidale Road) 

Armidale Regional Council 
GHD 

• Road concept designs. 
• Road improvement works. 
• Working with council to deliver works. 

November 2022 Face to face meeting 
(Land access arrangements) 

Crown Lands • Project update. 
• Infrastructure footprint relative to crown 

land. 
• Proposed access and licence 

arrangements. 

November 2022 Face to face meeting Armidale Local Aboriginal Land 
Council 

• Meeting with CEO. 
• Project update. 
• Stakeholder relations. 
• Project benefits. 

November 2022 Face to face meeting 
(Kempsey Armidale Road 
Steering Committee 
Meeting) 

Transport for New South 
Wales 
Armidale Council 
Kempsey Council 
GHD 

• Project update. 
• Review key findings from traffic impact 

assessment (EMM). 
• Review road concept designs (LGES). 
• Working with Councils for external road 

improvements. 

November 2022 Online meeting 
(Kempsey Local Emergency 
Management Committee) 

Kempsey Shire Council 
Emergency services 
representatives 

• Project update and design overview. 
• Project timeline. 
• Future development of project 

management plans. 

November 2022 Project Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update and design overview. 
• Renewable energy initiatives. 
• Pumped hydro recoverable grant (NSW 

Government). 
• Need for long duration storage. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

November 2022 Letterbox drop Local and regional community • Letterbox drop delivered to Frederickton 
(400 residences). 

• Project update and notification of 
community information hub.  

November 2022 Community meeting  
(Save Our Macleay River) 

Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Environmental impact statement. 
• Water management. 
• Cultural heritage. 

November 2022 Online meeting The Australian Department of 
Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment (DAWE) 

• Project update  

December 2022 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Project maps. 
• Renewable energy initiatives. 
• Pumped hydro energy storage and the 

need for long-duration storage. 

December 2022 Regional advertisements 
(newspapers)  

Local and regional community 
(Armidale and Kempsey 
regions) 

• Project update. 
• Community information sessions. 

December 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Armidale) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Industry participation opportunities. 

December 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Willawarrin) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Industry participation opportunities. 

December 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Frederickton) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Industry participation opportunities. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

December 2022 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(South West Rocks) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Industry participation opportunities. 

January 2023 Face to face meeting  Dunghutti Elders Council  • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

January 2023 Face to face meeting Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land 
Council 

• Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

January 2023 Community Information 
Session 

Local and regional community 
(Kempsey) 

• Oven Mountain ‘Power Lunches’ – six (6) 
one-hour sessions over three days. 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

February 2023 Face to face meeting  Dunghutti Elders Council  • Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

February 2023 Face to face meeting Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land 
Council 

• Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

February 2023 Interview  
(ABC News Radio Mid North 
Coast) 

Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Industry briefing session. 

February 2023 Face to face meeting  Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 

• Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

February 2023 Industry briefing session  Local and regional community 
Local and regional businesses  
(Kempsey and Armidale) 

• Project update. 
• Local and regional business opportunities. 

March 2023 Face to face meeting Dunghutti Elders Council 
Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council 
 

• Dunghutti and Thunggutti community 
engagement session. 

• Project update. 
• Cultural heritage work. 
• Local and regional business opportunities. 

March 2023 Community Event 
(Armidale Show) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

March 2023 Community Event 
(Walcha Show) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 

March 2023 Community Information 
session  

Local community 
(Ebor Falls) 

• Project update. 
• Project scope – generation and 

transmission work. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

• Industry participation opportunities. 

March 2023 Community Event  
(International Women’s Day 
Morning Tea) 
 
 

Local community 
(Kempsey) 

• International Women’s Day Morning Tea. 
• Project update. 
• First Nations engagement.  

March 2023 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Industry briefing sessions. 
• International Women’s Day Morning Tea 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

March 2023 Project Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Industry briefing sessions. 
• International Women’s Day Morning Tea 
• Environmental impact statement – 

planning process and site and field 
investigations. 

April 2023 Community Event 
(Kempsey Show) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 

April 2023 Community Event 
(Tour de Rocks, Armidale) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 

April 2023 Community Information 
session 
(University of New England) 

Local and regional community 
 

• Project overview provided to 3rd year 
Engineering students at UNE.  

• Community engagement.  
• Skills, education, and training 

opportunities. 
• Planning and environmental process.  

April 2023 Face-to-face meeting Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council (Sydney) 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Cultural heritage work. 
• Community engagement. 
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Table D.1 Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders) 

Date Activity Who was consulted Matters discussed 

May 2023 Project e-Newsletter Local and regional community • Project update. 
• Environmental Impact Statement.  
• Community engagement.  
• Role of pumped hydro and project 

benefits.  

May 2023 Community Event 
(2023 Northwest Regional 
Coast Careers Expo) 

Local and regional community • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 
• Skills, education, and training 

opportunities.  

May 2023 Face-to-face meeting Thunggutti Local Aboriginal 
Land Council (Bellbrook) 

• Project update. 
• Road and transmission alignment. 
• Cultural heritage work. 

May 2023 Community Event 
(Bellbrook Farmers 
Challenge) 

Local community (Bellbrook) • Local sponsorship. 
• Community engagement. 
• Project update. 
• Skills, education, and training 

opportunities.  
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Key consultation activities undertaken

A summary of the key consultation activities and stakeholders engaged during development of the Project is provided in Table D.1.

		[bookmark: _Ref121213795][bookmark: _Toc115451014][bookmark: _Toc121213760][bookmark: _Toc128560019]Table D.1	Consultation undertaken (key activities and stakeholders)



		Date

		Activity

		Who was consulted

		Matters discussed



		March 2014

		Face to face meeting 



		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduction to Project.



		August 2017

		Face to face meeting 

		Armidale Regional Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduction to Project.



		August 2017



		Face to face meeting 



		Federal Member of Parliament – Tamworth

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduction to Project.



		October 2017



		Face to face meeting 

		Federal Department of Agriculture

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduction to Project.

Introductions to state counterparts.



		December 2019

		Face to face meeting 



		Local Landowners (Georges Junction)



		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Impacts of drought and fires.

Local services.

Access options.



		December 2019



		Face to face meeting 



		Local Landowners (Lower Creek)



		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Impacts of drought and fires.

Local services.

Access options.



		January 2020



		 Face to face meeting 



		Armidale Regional Councillors

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Access options.

Stakeholder engagement.



		February 2020



		Face to face meeting 



		State Member of Parliament - Armidale

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Job opportunities.



		February 2020



		Face to face meeting 



		Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (Regional Development)

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Renewable energy facilitation.



		February 2020



		Face to face meeting 



		Armidale Regional Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduction to a wider audience in Council.



		February 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Lower Creek Local Action Committee

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Community group presentation with focus on roads, effect of fires, communications.



		March 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction to council.



		April 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		National Parks and Wildlife Service

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Impacts on proximate National Parks.



		May 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Kempsey Shire Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Job growth; roads; water use.



		May 2020

		Face to face meeting 

		Save Our Macleay (Local Group)

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction.

Environmental impacts and water use.



		June 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Local Landowners

(Lower Creek and Carrai)

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction to Carrai community

Lower Creek project update.



		August 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Local Landowners (Carrai)

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

Kempsey Shire Council



		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Additional project intro to Carrai.

Project updates to Thunggutti and Kempsey communities. 



		September 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Transport for New South Wales

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project updates.

Roads impact.



		October 2020

		Face to face meeting 

		Local Landowners (Lower Creek and Carrai)

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Introduce planning pathway (critical state significant infrastructure).

Site access and construction impacts.



		November 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Local Armidale Action Group (NEV2030)

Local Landowners (Lower Creek)

National Parks and Wildlife Service

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project introduction to NEV2030 Group.

Project updates (Lower Creek/National Parks and Wildlife Service).



		December 2020

		Face to face meeting 



		Local Landowners (Lower Creek)

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council Board presentation

		Early consultation (pre-SEARs).

Project updates to Lower Creek community and Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council Board.

Site access & heritage impacts.



		August 2021

		Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting

		Transport for New South Wales Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

		Project update.

Kempsey-Armidale Road works.

Proposed project works.



		September 2021

		Online meeting

		Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (Fisheries)

		Project update



		September 2021

		Online meeting

		Transport for NSW

		Project update



		September 2021

		Online meeting

		NSW Environment Protection Authority

		Project update



		September 2021

		Online meeting

		Kempsey Shire Council

		Project update



		October 2021

		Online meeting

		The Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 

		Project update



		October 2021

		Community meeting 

		Local community group 

(Lower Creek Local Area Committee)

		Project update.

Impact on roads.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		October 2021

		Online meeting

		Armidale Regional Council

		Project update



		October 2021

		Online meeting

		NSW Department of Planning and Environment

		Project update



		October 2021

		Face-to-face meetings

		Directly impacted landowners

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		October 2021

		Face-to-face meeting

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.



		November 2021

		Project newsletter

		Local and regional stakeholders

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road impact and safety.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Engagement overview.



		November 2021

		Face-to-face meetings

		Directly impacted landowners

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.



		November 2021

		Face-to-face meeting

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

(Board Meeting)

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Cultural heritage work.



		November 2021

		Face-to-face meeting

		Dunghutti Elders Council



		Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Cultural heritage work.



		November 2021

		Face-to-face meeting

		Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council



		Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Cultural heritage work.



		December 2021

		Face-to-face regional engagement 

		Regional community from Jeogla to Armidale (approximately 50 km)

		Project introduction.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

New England Renewable Energy Zone.



		December 2021

		Face-to-face meetings

		Directly impacted landowners

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.



		December 2021

		Regional advertisements (newspapers) 

		Local and regional community

(Armidale and Kempsey regions)

		Project introduction.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.



		January 2022

		Works Notification (SMS)

		Local community

		Project update.

Increased heavy vehicle use.



		January 2022

		Face-to-face meetings

		Armidale Regional Council and Councillors

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Impact on roads.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		January 2022

		Regional advertisements (newspapers) 

		Local and regional community

(Armidale and Kempsey regions)

		Project introduction.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.



		January 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Armidale)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Social impact assessment.

New England Renewable Energy Zone.



		January 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Bellbrook)

		



		January 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Kempsey)

		



		January 2022

		Project website



		Local and regional community

Interested community members and environmental groups

		Update of legacy website.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Community engagement activities, including new contact details (e.g., toll-free community engagement number).



		February 2022

		Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting

		Transport for New South Wales Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

		Project update.

Kempsey-Armidale Road works.

Proposed project works.



		February 2022

		Works Notification (SMS)

		Local community

		Project update.

Increased heavy vehicle use.



		February 2022

		Online meeting

		NSW Department of Planning and Environment

		Project update

Advice on updating the SEARs to include the EAR and transmission component



		February 2022

		Face-to-face meetings

		Directly impacted landowners

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.



		February 2022

		Online meeting

		Biodiversity and Conservation Division

		Project update



		February 2022

		Online meeting

		Transport for NSW

		Project update



		March 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		March 2022

		Community Lunch

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Project update.

Community engagement.

Cultural heritage work.



		March 2022

		Community Drop-in Session

		Local and regional community

(Bellbrook)

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.



		March 2022

		Community Event 



		Local community (Bellbrook)

		Community movie night.

Community engagement. 



		March 2022

		Community Event

(Armidale Show)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		March 2022

		Community Event

(2022 Australian Energy & Battery Storage Conference)

		Industry 

		Project update.

Industry engagement.



		March 2022

		Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting

		Transport for New South Wales Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

		Project update.

Kempsey-Armidale Road works.

Proposed project works.



		March 2022

		Online meeting

		Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (Water)

		Project update specifically on groundwater modelling and assumptions



		April 2022

		Face-to-face meeting

		Kempsey Shire Council

		Project update.

Roads.

Environmental impact statement.



		April 2022

		Community Event

(Kempsey Show)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		April 2022

		Community meeting (Macleay Valley Aboriginal Community Controlled Forum)

		Local community 

Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		April 2022

		Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting

		Transport for New South Wales Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

		Project update.

Kempsey-Armidale Road works.

Proposed project works.



		April 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.

Renewable energy.



		April 2022

		Project Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update and design overview.

Community engagement and sponsorship.

Cultural heritage.

Environmental impact statement.



		May 2022

		Land layouts 

		Crown Lands

		Project update.

Reviewing project footprint.

Crown land details incorporated into design.



		May 2022

		Community meeting (Thunggutti Traditional Owners)

		Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		May 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Addendum to project Scoping Report.



		May 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Social impact assessment.

Community drop-in sessions.



		May 2022

		Online meeting

		Heritage NSW

		Project update



		June 2022

		Regional advertisements (newspapers) 

		Local and regional community

(Armidale and Kempsey regions)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.



		June 2022

		Letterbox drop 



		Local and regional community 

		120 residences.

Project update.



		June 2022

		Community Event 

(Chandler Primary School)

		Local community

		Project update and presentation.

Community engagement.

Renewable energy.

Environmental impact statement.



		June 2022

		Face-to-face meeting

		Armidale Regional Council

		Project update.

Roads.

Community sponsorship.



		June 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Armidale)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Social impact assessment.

New England Renewable Energy Zone.



		June 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Hillgrove)

		



		June 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Kempsey)

		



		June 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Willawarrin)

		



		June 2022

		Community meeting (Thunggutti Traditional Owners)

		Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		June 2022

		Community meeting (Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council)

		Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		June 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Project maps.

Community engagement.



		June 2022

		Online meeting

		National Parks and Wildlife Services

		Project update



		July 2022

		Community meeting (Dunghutti Elders Council)

		Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		July 2022

		Opening of Community Information Hub

		Local community

		Project update.

Community engagement.



		July 2022

		Community meeting 

(Dunghutti Elders Council)

		Indigenous community

		Project update.

Cultural heritage.



		July 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Project maps.



		July 2022

		Works Notification (SMS)

		Local community

		Project update.

Increased heavy vehicle use.



		July 2022

		Project Factsheets

		Local and regional community

		Environmental impact statement Renewable energy.

New England Renewable Energy Zone.

Pumped Hydro Energy Storage.

Water management.

National Electricity Market.



		July 2022

		Online meeting

		Rural Fire Services

		Project update



		July 2022

		Online meeting

		Biodiversity and Conservation Division

		Project update and field survey results



		July 2022

		Online meeting

		Rural Fire Services

National Parks and Wildlife Services

		Project update and overview of bushfire field survey observations



		August 2022

		Project Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update and design overview.

Community engagement.

Cultural heritage.



		August 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Project maps.

Community engagement.



		August 2022

		Letterbox drop

		Local and regional community

		Letterbox drop delivered to Kempsey (1330 residences), Willawarrin, and Bellbrook communities.

Project update and notification of community information hub.



		August 2022

		Face to face meeting (Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting)

		Transport for New South Wales Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

		Project update.

Kempsey-Armidale Road works.

Proposed project works.



		October 2022

		Face to face meeting

(Road works to Kempsey Armidale Road)

		Kempsey Shire Council



		Road concept designs.

Road improvement works.

Working with council to deliver works.



		October 2022

		Online meeting



		NSW Department of Planning and Environment

		Project update



		November 2022

		Face to face meeting

(Road works to Kempsey Armidale Road)

		Armidale Regional Council

GHD

		Road concept designs.

Road improvement works.

Working with council to deliver works.



		November 2022

		Face to face meeting

(Land access arrangements)

		Crown Lands

		Project update.

Infrastructure footprint relative to crown land.

Proposed access and licence arrangements.



		November 2022

		Face to face meeting

		Armidale Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Meeting with CEO.

Project update.

Stakeholder relations.

Project benefits.



		November 2022

		Face to face meeting

(Kempsey Armidale Road Steering Committee Meeting)

		Transport for New South Wales

Armidale Council

Kempsey Council

GHD

		Project update.

Review key findings from traffic impact assessment (EMM).

Review road concept designs (LGES).

Working with Councils for external road improvements.



		November 2022

		Online meeting

(Kempsey Local Emergency Management Committee)

		Kempsey Shire Council

Emergency services representatives

		Project update and design overview.

Project timeline.

Future development of project management plans.



		November 2022

		Project Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update and design overview.

Renewable energy initiatives.

Pumped hydro recoverable grant (NSW Government).

Need for long duration storage.



		November 2022

		Letterbox drop

		Local and regional community

		Letterbox drop delivered to Frederickton (400 residences).

Project update and notification of community information hub. 



		November 2022

		Community meeting 

(Save Our Macleay River)

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Environmental impact statement.

Water management.

Cultural heritage.



		November 2022

		Online meeting

		The Australian Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE)

		Project update 



		December 2022

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Project maps.

Renewable energy initiatives.

Pumped hydro energy storage and the need for long-duration storage.



		December 2022

		Regional advertisements (newspapers) 

		Local and regional community

(Armidale and Kempsey regions)

		Project update.

Community information sessions.



		December 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Armidale)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Industry participation opportunities.



		December 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Willawarrin)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Industry participation opportunities.



		December 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Frederickton)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Industry participation opportunities.



		December 2022

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(South West Rocks)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Industry participation opportunities.



		January 2023

		Face to face meeting 

		Dunghutti Elders Council 

		Project update.

Cultural heritage work.



		January 2023

		Face to face meeting

		Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Project update.

Cultural heritage work.



		January 2023

		Community Information Session

		Local and regional community

(Kempsey)

		Oven Mountain ‘Power Lunches’ – six (6) one-hour sessions over three days.

Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		February 2023

		Face to face meeting 

		Dunghutti Elders Council 

		Project update.

Cultural heritage work.



		February 2023

		Face to face meeting

		Kempsey Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Project update.

Cultural heritage work.



		February 2023

		Interview 

(ABC News Radio Mid North Coast)

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Industry briefing session.



		February 2023

		Face to face meeting 

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council

		Project update.

Cultural heritage work.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		February 2023

		Industry briefing session 

		Local and regional community

Local and regional businesses 

(Kempsey and Armidale)

		Project update.

Local and regional business opportunities.



		March 2023

		Face to face meeting

		Dunghutti Elders Council

Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council



		Dunghutti and Thunggutti community engagement session.

Project update.

Cultural heritage work.

Local and regional business opportunities.



		March 2023

		Community Event

(Armidale Show)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		March 2023

		Community Event

(Walcha Show)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		March 2023

		Community Information session 

		Local community

(Ebor Falls)

		Project update.

Project scope – generation and transmission work.

Road and transmission alignment.

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.

Industry participation opportunities.



		March 2023

		Community Event 

(International Women’s Day Morning Tea)





		Local community

(Kempsey)

		International Women’s Day Morning Tea.

Project update.

First Nations engagement. 



		March 2023

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Industry briefing sessions.

International Women’s Day Morning Tea

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		March 2023

		Project Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Industry briefing sessions.

International Women’s Day Morning Tea

Environmental impact statement – planning process and site and field investigations.



		April 2023

		Community Event

(Kempsey Show)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		April 2023

		Community Event

(Tour de Rocks, Armidale)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.



		April 2023

		Community Information session

(University of New England)

		Local and regional community



		Project overview provided to 3rd year Engineering students at UNE. 

Community engagement. 

Skills, education, and training opportunities.

Planning and environmental process. 



		April 2023

		Face-to-face meeting

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council (Sydney)

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Cultural heritage work.

Community engagement.



		May 2023

		Project e-Newsletter

		Local and regional community

		Project update.

Environmental Impact Statement. 

Community engagement. 

Role of pumped hydro and project benefits. 



		May 2023

		Community Event

(2023 Northwest Regional Coast Careers Expo)

		Local and regional community

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.

Skills, education, and training opportunities. 



		May 2023

		Face-to-face meeting

		Thunggutti Local Aboriginal Land Council (Bellbrook)

		Project update.

Road and transmission alignment.

Cultural heritage work.



		May 2023

		Community Event

(Bellbrook Farmers Challenge)

		Local community (Bellbrook)

		Local sponsorship.

Community engagement.

Project update.

Skills, education, and training opportunities. 
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