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Our ref: STH19/00051/09 
Contact: Andrew Lissenden 4221 2769  
Your ref: SSD-9750 

 
 

31 March 2020 
 

Lauren Evans 

Energy, Resource and Compliance 

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

BY EMAIL: information@planning.nsw.gov.au  

STATE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT SSD-9750 – REQUEST FOR REVISED SECRETARY’S 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS - WINFARTHING ROAD, MARULAN - MARULAN 

QUARRY (SSD-9750) 

Dear Lauren 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW, formerly Roads and Maritime Services) refers to your correspondence dated 6 

January 2020 and emails dated 24 February 2020 and 27 March 2020 relating to the above that is seeking 

revised Secretaries Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEAR’s). 

TfNSW has completed a review of the submitted request, based on the additional information provided 

(letter from GHD dated 16 December 2019 with reference 2127708-3916 as well as the updated Figure 1 

contained in the above letter that was attached to your email dated 27 March 2020) while focussing on the 

impact to the state road network. TfNSW notes: 

- The key classified/state road is the Hume Highway which adjoins the sites northern boundary;  

- TfNSW has previously provided comments on what should be considered as part of any future 

Environmental Assessment submitted (refer to TfNSW letters dated 30 April 2019 and 4 February 

2020);  

- Consultation has been had with the proponent of the proposed quarry and their consultants regarding 

access to and from the site; 

- The updated SEAR’s request proposes a new site access with the Hume Highway as shown in 

Attachment 1. This access arrangement eliminating vehicle access via Winfarthing Road for all light 

and heavy vehicles associated with the operation of the quarry; and 

- The development will generate additional traffic. The impact of this traffic needs to be considered and 

adequately mitigated.  

Having regard for the above, TfNSW requests the issues outlined in Attachment 2 be included in any 

amended SEAR’s issued and addressed in any future environmental assessment for the proposed quarry 

that is submitted.  
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If you have any questions please contact Andrew Lissenden on 4221 2769.  

Yours faithfully 

 
 

Chris Millet 

Manager, Land Use Southern 

Regional and Outer Metro 

Cc: lauren.evans@planning.nsw.gov.au 
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 Attachment 1 

 

Note: The above is the updated Figure 1 that is referenced in the GHD letter dated 16 December 2019. 
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Attachment 2 

• A detailed Traffic Impact Study (TIS) is required to consider the implications of the development. As 

a guide Table 2.1 of the RTA’s Guide to Traffic Generating Developments outlines the key issues 

that should be considered in preparing a TIS. The TIS also needs to include, but not be limited to, 

the following: 

- Details on road transport routes to be used to provide access to/from the site (for both light and 

heavy vehicles). The applicant should be advised that TfNSW generally does not support 

vehicles undertaking right turn manoeuvres across the Hume Highway and is only willing to 

consider right turn manoeuvres where it can be demonstrated: 

o the volumes per hour would be very low with supporting legal binding arrangements to 

ensure compliance;  

o the number of conflicting movements are adequately minimised; 

o acceptable level of service for the two stage movements; 

o the infrastructure arrangements to facilitate these movements are fully compliant with 

Austroads Guide to Road Design, supported by concept design and road safety audit. 

Additional details on each of these is provided below 

- Details on existing movements along the road network and proposed additional movements to 

and from the development site (including traffic volumes based on survey), including types of 

vehicles (e.g. largest truck size), peak hour movements and maximum daily movements (heavy 

and light vehicles). 

- Consideration of the impacts to the state road network and identification of appropriate measures 

to mitigate the impact. 

• With specific reference to the proposed new site access (as detailed in the letter from GHD dated 16 

December 2019 with reference 2127708-3916 and shown in Attachment 1 of this letter), to enable 

TfNSW to consider the suitability of the access arrangements proposed it will need to be 

demonstrated that: 

- Appropriate measures to prevent right turns will be in place so as to ensure all trucks seeking to 

access the site from the west will do so by travelling to the South Marulan Interchange (as 

proposed). 

- Appropriate and statutory binding measures will be in place to restrict the total truck movements 

access the site to the proposed maximum of: 

� 5 truck movements per hour and 50 truck movements per day entering the site. 

� 5 truck movements per hour and 50 truck movements per day exiting the site. 

Details are required on how this will be achieved. 

- Safe intersection sight distance is available at the proposed access location and the any 

acceleration lane merge points (for a design speed of 120km/h).  

- The designs (e.g. for the eastbound and westbound acceleration lanes as well as the west bound 

deceleration lane) must demonstrate they comply with the requirements in Austroads Guide to 

Road design and other applicable standards. While RMS notes the lengths required to accelerate 

heavy vehicles to the design speed is often impractical to achieve, consideration must be given 

to providing the lengths of these lanes to achieve the length required for a design speed of 

120km/h. Where this is not able to be achieved, appropriate justification must be provided.  
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Attachment 2 

- The design for the eastbound acceleration lane must ensure a right turning vehicle entering the 

acceleration lane is adequately separated from the eastbound through lanes for at least the first 

100m of the acceleration lane to allow adequate time for eastbound through vehicles to observe 

the turning vehicle and recognise it is utilising the acceleration lane (and not entering their lane). 

The distance is based on 3 seconds travel time for through vehicles at a design speed of 

120km/h.  

- The design for the westbound deceleration lane must not restrict sight distance for vehicles 

seeking to turn right out of the access and head east on the Hume Highway. In this regard, 

consideration needs to be given to a CHL type arrangement. The exit taper should also include 

the motorway type ‘step out’ marking shown in AS1742.2, Section 5.7.4.  

- The proposed access arrangements adequately cater for the turning movements of the largest 

vehicle likely to make the movement. This needs to include a swept path analysis. In regards to 

the right turn movement from the access into the eastbound acceleration lane, the arrangements 

must demonstrate the design vehicle can safely cross the westbound Hume Highway lanes and 

then enter the eastbound acceleration lane without impacting eastbound through traffic on the 

Hume Highway (i.e. physically separate the eastbound acceleration and the eastbound lanes 

until the merge point).   

- Any existing median opening impacted by a proposed acceleration lane (e.g. the eastbound 

acceleration lane) will be appropriately managed. 

- Any existing access arrangements to properties in separate/private ownership that will be 

impacted must be identified and have be adequately assessed in terms of impacts.  

- The intersection of the access with the Hume Highway will operate an acceptable level of 

service. Specifically, a SIDRA analysis which includes consideration of slow moving nature of 

trucks crossing the Hume Motorway to enter the acceleration lane (i.e. higher gap 

acceptance/follow up headway values based on truck clearance times at a similar junction with 

similar vehicles, e.g. Divalls Quarry on the Hume Highway around 400m east of Tiyces Lane, 

Boxers Creek) and a 10 year future scenario (to consider traffic growth on the Hume Highway).  

• A concept design for all identified road upgrades needs to be prepared and submitted with the 

Environmental Assessment/future application to clarify the scope of works, demonstrate the works 

can be constructed within the road reserve and allow the consent authority to consider any 

environmental impacts of the works as part of their Part 4 assessment. These impacts include traffic 

and road safety impacts as well as other impacts such noise, flora and fauna, heritage and impact to 

community.  

The concept design submitted must include, but not be limited to, legal property boundaries 

(including the existing road reserve boundaries based on survey), existing and proposed lane 

configurations and lane widths at a number of locations along the length of the proposed works, etc. 

The design provided, noting the comments in the dot point above, should be based on a design 

speed which is 10km/h over the posted speed limit and should demonstrate compliance with the 

applicable requirements in Austroads Guide to Road Design and the relevant TfNSW supplements. 

The above must also include a long sections and cross sections for the extent of the works.  

• A concept design road safety audit must be prepared by a suitably qualified road safety auditor and 

submitted as part of any future State Significant Development Application. 

 

 



 
17 January 2020 
  
Lauren Evans Team Leader 
Energy and Resource Assessments, Planning and Assessment Department of Planning Industry and Environment 
GPO Box 39 SYDNEY  NSW  2001  
 Dear Lauren, 
 Subject: Marulan Quarry, Winfarthing Road, Marulan (SSD 9750)   Request for SEARs 
 
 I refer to your request dated 6 January 2020, which advised Global Quarries is seeking revised Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the proposed Marulan 
Quarry on Lots 3 & 4 DP247199 and Lot 7001 DP1025585 following changes to the scope of the proposal.  Council acknowledges the changes to the proposal are: 

 changes to the proposed highway intersection design; and  backfilling of an existing borrow pit with imported VENM/ENM. 
The Request for Revised SEARS prepared by GHD dated 16 December 2019, and Council’s original advice have been reviewed and some changes and additions to our original advice 
are required. To this end, Council provides the following comments. 
New Site Access 
Council’s original SEARs letter, dated 10 May 2019 stated that Council had resolved (amongst other items relating to the proposal) to request the proposal include a full interchange at the intersection of Winfarthing Road and the Hume Highway, to ensure safe access to and from 
the site.  The revised development proposes a new access onto the Hume Highway from Lot 4 DP247199.  It doesn’t appear as though a new full interchange at Winfarthing Road has 
been thoroughly explored by the developer, as requested in Council’s original SEARs response.  The location of a new access for the propose development raises the following concerns: 

 All existing quarries use interchanges, primarily the South Marulan Interchange but 
also the South Goulburn Interchange, to either exit or enter the Hume Highway.  This 
ensures the need for right hand turns across oncoming highway traffic are eliminated 
for trucks associated with quarry transportation.  RMS are also not supportive of heavy 
vehicles turning right across the Hume Highway, as mentioned in their original advice. 

 The only exception is Divall’s Quarry located adjacent to the northbound lane of the 
Hume Highway between Carrick Road and Dalmeny Lane approximately 4.5km west 
of the proposed Marulan Quarry.  Divall’s Quarry has operated for several decades 
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and predates any current RMS standards.  The right-hand turn associated with the 
entrance to Divall’s Quarry requires vehicles entering from the westbound lane to turn 
across the oncoming path of eastbound traffic, creating the risk of a collision. Council 
are not supportive of development proposals that will compromise the safety of 
highway users. 

 Approximately 80% of the hard rock material being used in the construction of the 
North-west and South-west growth areas of the Sydney basin is from the Marulan area.  
All material is either transported via rail, or via heavy vehicle along the Hume Highway.  
Given the known hard rock resource available in the locality, Council are mindful that 
more development applications will be lodged for extractive purposes in the future. 
Council have had dialogue with a number of companies and consultants over the past 
24 months to indicate that further proposals will present themselves in time.  It is 
therefore imperative that development standards are not compromised so as to create 
a precedent for these future proposals. 

 On 28 May 2019, the NSW Land & Environment Court dismissed an appeal against a 
refusal of DA/0330/1617 for a quarry at 63 Curlewin Lane, Towrang (Jasminco 
Resources Pty Limited v Goulburn Mulwaree Council [2019] NSWLEC 1218).  This 
proposed extractive industry sought to make right hand heavy vehicle movements 
across the Hume Highway at the Tiyces Lane intersection, approximately 4.7km west 
of the Winfarthing Road intersection.  As part of its initial determination, Council could 
not be satisfied (amongst other issues) that these traffic movements could be made 
safely, or without interference to both north and south bound traffic as well as a rural 
school bus pickup location. This stance was echoed as part of Council’s broader 
contentions during the defence of the proceedings. 

 The proximity of the proposed intersection to Winfarthing Road causes a cumulative 
impact with it and Rampion Hills Road in terms of road safety.  There are numerous 
topographic changes between the eastbound and westbound lanes of the Hume 
Highway, particularly between Winfarthing Road and Tiyces Lane, which reduce the 
safety of the highway crossings within this locality.  Proposing another similar 
intersection would be concerning. 

 If a new interchange is not proposed, and RMS are not supportive of right hand turns 
across the Hume Highway in this locality, then the suggested route for vehicles 
travelling to Sydney would be to use the existing interchange at South Goulburn.  At 
an approximate 46km round trip, this would not be considered an efficient use of 
resources in terms of staff time, fuel etc.  Of note, a similar situation is already occurring 
with Gunlake Quarry (Lot 13 DP1123374), albeit a significantly shorter and more 
reasonable distance.  Vehicles access Gunlake Quarry by driving westbound along 
the Hume Highway to the South Marulan Interchange and then drive back eastbound 
to Red Hills Road for an additional round trip of 13km. 

VENM and ENM Emplacement 
 Council requests details regarding stockpile management and how backfilling is going to practically work on the site.    When undertaking backfilling procedures, between emptying the site and refilling the truck with won material, the trucks require washing down.  Details of how this is to be 

managed, where on site, water quality management, water reuse etc shall be provide  Council requests a Rehabilitation Plan for the borrow pit which explains what it was 
used for, how long its been in existence, how long its been abandoned.  The Rehabilitation Plan must detail the original topography, proposed final contours and 
landform, and utilise vegetation that forms the dominant Plant Type Community immediately adjacent the site.  



Page 3 of 6  

Since issuing its SEARs, Council has been approached by members of the community, collectively known as the Neighbours of Winfarthing on a number of occasions.  Their 
concerns have been attached to this letter for the interest of the Department. 
Notwithstanding the above, Council’s list of SEARs have been revised as per the below. 
Description of the Development 
 Details of hours of operation, with separate times proposed for noise generating works including blasting; 
 Number of employees; 
 Details of any separate licences and approvals required; 
 Location and details of any proposed signage; 
 Details of number and types of machinery to be used; 
 Details of proposed buildings including cut and fill, final ground and floor levels, cross sections and building height; 
 Plans and elevations of proposed works including colours and materials; 
 Details on security of the site including fencing, landscaping and lighting; 
 Location of lot boundaries, existing easements, existing services and proposed services 

and easements including details of consultation and requirements from service and easement authorities; 
 Visual Impact Assessment including views of the development from public places including the Hume Highway (eastbound and westbound) and Winfarthing Road and nearby 

dwellings; 
 Consideration of impact to nearby Heritage Items; 
 Consideration of potential impacts on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage; 
 Location, type and volume of storage/stockpile areas and details of any screening of the 

storage/stockpile areas; 
 Area of native vegetation to be retained and removed/disturbed, assessment against 6.1 of the Biodiversity Conservation Regulation 2017 and of the 7.3 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016; 
 Location of staff facilities; 
 Waste Water Assessment Report; 
 Details of any proposed staging; 
 Access and Traffic Report; 
 Waste Management Plan; 
 Noise Assessment; 
 Air Quality Assessment; 
 Construction Management Plan; 
 Operations Management Plan; 
 Water use analysis/requirements over the year; 
 Impacts on groundwater. 
Community Consultation 
The EIS shall ensure community consultation with local residents and community groups during project planning, pre-lodgement, development assessment, and operation and 
management.  In addition the report shall examine the potential impact the development will have on retaining existing landscapes and amenity of the area. 
The EIS shall also identify people and properties affected by the proposal including properties affected by noise and air quality and measures to mitigate any social, economic or 
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environmental impacts.  The community consultation area shall capture residents within Rampion Hills Road, Narrambulla Lake Road, Dalmeny Lane, Trilla Lane, Munro Road, 
Graham Lane and with frontage to the Hume Highway in between these roads. 
Environmental Planning Instruments 
Assessment against relevant planning instruments and policies including the Goulburn 
Mulwaree Local Environmental Plan 2009 is required.  
 Permissibility of the proposal including the relationship with the Mining SEPP and ancillary 

development under the Goulburn Mulwaree LEP 2009   Assessment against relevant State Environmental Planning Policies including:  
 SEPP 55 Remediation of Land 
 SEPP Vegetation in Non-Rural Areas 2017  
 SEPP Infrastructure 2007  
 SEPP Mining, Petroleum Production and Extractive Industries 2007 
 SEPP 44 Koala Habitat Protection 
 SEPP 33 Hazardous and Offensive Development 
 SEPP Sydney Drinking Water Catchment 2011 
 SEPP 64 Advertising and Signage  Assessment against relevant Regional and Local Plans and Strategies: 
 South East and Tablelands Regional Plan 2036 
 Goulburn Mulwaree Strategy 2020 
 Assessment against relevant S7.11/7.12 Contribution Plan: 
 The development should address the requirements of the relevant plan.   
Assessment against Goulburn Mulwaree DCP 2009  
 The development should address the requirements of the DCP. The DCP requires a 1000m buffer distance between an extractive industry and a residence not associated with 

it.  There are a number of dwellings within the 1km radius of the development site.  
Suitability of the site 
 The potential for land use conflict, impact on neighbouring land uses including residential development in the vicinity is required to be addressed. 
 Site analysis/locality plan including existing buildings, trees to be removed and retained and contours on site and adjoining. 
 Site slope appears to be identified on Council’s GIS Mapping as part >20% 
 Acknowledgement of the Forestry Road that has occurred through the site in recent years; 
 Assessment of alternate locations and potential impact of noise, vibration, dust, visual 

impact, traffic and biodiversity.  
Hazards and Contamination  
 SEPP 33 - A Preliminary Hazard Analysis should be undertaken in accordance with State Environmental Planning Policy 33 – Hazardous and Offensive Development and the relevant Hazardous Planning Guidelines particularly with regards to blasting etc.  
 SEPP 55 - Assessment for the potential for contamination in accordance with Managing Land Contamination Planning Guidelines including previous uses and the assessment of 

any imported fill.  
 Bushfire - A review of Council records has revealed the site is bushfire prone under the Bushfire Prone Map.  A Bushfire Hazard Assessment under the NSW Rural Fire Service 

Planning for Bushfire Protection 2006 is therefore recommended.  The Bushfire Hazard 
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Assessment shall consider that Winfarthing Road has approximately 32 dwellings and is a no through road. 
 Hazard Management - How will the development manage air quality issues including dust control and noise? Full details of materials to be received and expected quantities shall be provided.  
 Noise and Vibration - Assessment and modelling of the expected noise during construction 

(and details of likely duration) and operation of the proposal is required, particularly in 
relation to sensitive landuses, i.e. existing dwellings and likely future character in the 
vicinity of the development.  This shall include noise emanating from the site itself, as well 
as traffic related noise along the transport routes. Potential impacts shall also be assessed 
for each individual stage as well as the cumulative impacts.  

 Air Quality - Assessment of air quality impacts including dust emissions and potential odour and or any mitigating measures. The impact of dust on the health of nearby residents and 
the vehicles travelling on the Hume Highway and Winfarthing Road must be addressed.  

Road and Traffic Impacts 
The revised development proposes for a new intersection fronting Lot 3 DP247199 at the Hume Highway. It is noted RMS would need to be consulted and traffic safety is of particular importance to Council and the community. The EIS should identify:  
 Whether the development falls within the Traffic Generating Development under SEPP (Infrastructure) 2007 and provide results of a Traffic Assessment;  
 The likely destination route/s of product material and transportation methods;  
 Proposed amount of traffic likely to be generated and types and sizes of vehicles; 
 Genuine research into alternative site access options; 
 Likely times and days of the week for transportation; 
 The amenity impacts on the area of the proposed traffic generation and any mitigating measures will be of particular interest to the community; 
 Parking and manoeuvring area onsite; 
 Structural adequacy of the traffic route, including any bridges/culverts, environmental management measures and traffic route swept paths;  
 Any proposed upgrades of road infrastructure including intersections. The impacts of any proposed upgrades must be considered; 
 Compliance with the relevant DCP provisions for traffic. 
Building Code of Australia (BCA) Requirements 
Compliance with the BCA with particular attention to provisions of fire services and access and facilities for persons with a disability.  
Biodiversity 
The land is wholly located within the Terrestrial Biodiversity layer (Clause 7.2 GMLEP) and mapped as High Conservation Value under the GMDCP 2009.  The high conservation value 
is attributed to the present of the White Box, Yellow Box, Blakeley’s Red Gum Woodland and Derived Native Grassland.  Additionally the land is mapped as part of a significant corridor extending from the Abercrombie River to Morton National Park. 
Water Cycle Management Plan  
As part of the proposals assessment under SEPP Sydney Drinking Water Catchments 2011, 
the development should ensure the development achieves a Neutral or Beneficial Effect on Water Quality.  
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Heritage and Archaeological Assessment  
The land is located within Council’s DCP as having potential to contain Aboriginal 
Archaeological Sites (Figure 3.1 to section 3.1 of the DCP) and therefore there is potential for unrecorded sites (Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal). 
The land is adjacent to Heritage Item 312 'Wandi' Robert Plumbs Inn at Shelleys Flats.  The 
land may also contain remnants of the Great South Road.  A Heritage Assessment (Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Non-Aboriginal) should be prepared to assess the significance of the 
area and any potential impacts on the site.  
Crown Road and Street Address 
The site appears to contain a crown road reserve and crown land. Owners consent is required 
for the use of any crown land. 
Miscellaneous 
Council recommends a Quantity Cost Surveyors Report provided with the Development Application with a breakdown of the key elements and stages of construction.  
If you require any further information, please contact me on (02) 4823 4480. 
 Yours sincerely 
 

  Scott Martin Director Planning & Environment 
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Graeme Dally (President) on behalf of Neighbours of Winfarthing Inc    16.01.2020 winfarthingroad@gmail.com                                                                              

 
  

Neighbours of Winfarthing Inc 
AMENDED SEARS SUBMISSION MARULAN QUARRY 
GRAEME DALLY 

The proposed Marulan quarry requires removal and replacement of a hill 80 metres high by 200 
metres long which is in full view of Winfarthing road and a 2 km stretch of the Hume Motorway. The 
removal of this hill will result in an unpredictable effect on the wind and sound conditions of 
neighbouring residents.  
This removal will also have adverse effect on the old growth wildlife corridor that joins the blue 
mountains to the south coast. This area has become extremely significant in light if the recent 
destructive bushfires and their impact on the native wildlife and habitat.  
 
The local residents’ physical and mental health, sense of community, connection to the land and 
the biodiverse environment should not be compromised by Global Quarries proposed development. 
This quarry is of no benefit to the local community.  
Any change to our rural residential lifestyle will be a direct result of  Global Quarry operations and 
the desire to make money.  
 
There are three other large rock quarries in the Marulan district. These produce over 10 million 
tonnes of product a year have reserves for at least a hundred years. Much of which is transported 
by rail and are set on large land areas (up to 1000 hectares) to provide a buffer zone to local 
residents. Global Quarries has an 82-hectare site adjoining both Winfarthing Road and the Hume 
Motorway.  
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Issue Current situation and concern 
Dust Residents can experience mild dust due to weather conditions.  Exposure to silica dust which can cause silicosis only manifests itself after a long period of time. The quarry has a life span of 18 years. As indicated by GQ, the rock being quarried has a high silica content.  Dust can become airborne again in residences after contaminated water is dried.  Dust can also settle on outdoor environment (vehicles, swimming pools, clothes, etc) Residents have pre-existing health concerns that may be exacerbated by dust contamination.  
TV/Radio/internet/ phone Reception The community is concerned about any potential impact of their current reception standard. This may be affected due to blasting, increased noise and other quarry operations.  
Drinking Water All residents and domestic animals rely on rainwater, water is also used for washing, cleaning, cooking, horticulture, recreation, etc.  Silica dust becomes airborne due to quarry operations, it settles onto roofs and washed into our tanks which is our drinking water.  
Water usage Where is the water coming from and going to, that facilitate quarry operations? Locals with bore water may be impacted if the quarry is accessing water from the aquifer.  Due to the slope of the block where will the contaminated water be stored and how will it be removed from the site? Holding dams could be compromised during heavy rainfall which can result in contamination of Narambulla Creek and Sydney water catchment.  Damage to local biodiversity could result.   
Bus stop The bus stop on Winfarthing Road is within 300 meters of the blast zone. Children are waiting here is cars and on the roadside. There is potential for injury or death caused by many factors of the proposed operations.  
Traffic Residents currently enjoy minimal traffic on Winfarthing Road and have limited wait time to enter and exit the highway.  Trucks crossing the highway at Narambulla creek and heading west towards Goulburn will interfere with left hand entry/exit at Winfarthing Road.  A right-hand turn entering the highway from the proposed quarry entry/exit, has fully laden trucks entering a 110kmph lane and crossing to another lane as the road enters a two-lane bridge.  The visibility and sounds of quarry blasting and quarry operations, from neighbouring properties and the Hume Highway, will be distracting and 
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potentially dangerous to road users.  The local residents support Goulburn Mulwaree Councils position on a full interchange.  
Blasting and Noise The area surrounding the quarry is mostly rural/residential. Most noise that is experienced is currently from traffic, there is no industry, agricultural practices or residential noise.  The removal of the hill will affect noise volumes for residents.  Blasting and quarry operations will cause fright and flight response to people, domestic, native and feral animals. The results could be cumulative chronic stress in people and there is potential to cause high speed traffic accidents and injury and death to people. Recreational activities and livelihoods, that engage horses, dogs, etc, have the potential to cause injury/death to the animals and people. As well as impacting on some family’s businesses and lifestyles.  Residents are concerned about fly rock during the blasting process.  Winfarthing road is 200 metres and the Hume Highway 300 metres. Other properties adjoin the quarry site or are within 1km of the blast zone. This is contrary to the Goulburn Mulwaree council’s development control plan.  
Lifestyle  This is a rural/residential E3 zone.  There are permanent and part time residents.  We enjoy a peaceful, safe and clean environment and are concerned that this amenity will be impacted by quarry operations.  Long term residents have a connection to the land which will be adversely affected. Generational living by residents is under threat. The quarry will result in material harm.  
Trig station There is currently a trig station on the top of the proposed quarry. This is located on Crown land.  Residents have had access to this land for recreational purposes.  Residents safety would be at risk when accessing this land during mining operations.  
Flora and fauna The quarry operation will significantly impact local flora and fauna in the area. This area has numerous vulnerable and endangered species.  
Historical significance  The area that the quarry is proposed for has historical significance in both European and Aboriginal cultures.  
VENM ENM clean fill Soil is being brought in from non-compatible areas. This could have a negative effect on the local biodiversity.  The proximity of the old quarry site to the Hume Motorway means that the dumping and storage of “clean fill” will result in dust being blown onto the Hume Motorway.  Lithgow, Blue Mountains and Hawkesbury Councils have all objected to VENM ENM and clean fill being used to rehabilitate Bell Quarry at Lithgow.  



 

 
Graeme Dally (President) on behalf of Neighbours of Winfarthing Inc    16.01.2020 winfarthingroad@gmail.com                                                                     

Emergency Entry/Exit Winfarthing road is a n through road, the blocking of this road due to quarry operations would compromise the health and safety of residents and visitors – bushfires, ambulance, police, SES, etc.   
Vibration There are many dwellings surrounding the site, some 30 plus years old. They have concrete water tanks, septic tanks, cement slabs and are of brick construction. Vibrations will affect these and could result in septic tanks emptying contents into Sydney water catchment.  
Mental Health After 11 months into this state significant development process some residents are reporting increased anxiety and concern which will result in chronic stress.  
Financial Some residents wishing to sell their property have found they have reduced value compared to pre quarry notification. Currently they are unable to sell. All properties have been devalued.   
Businesses There are some local residents that have home businesses that will be affected by the quarry.  
Progressive rehabilitation  The full removal of the hill is required before any rehabilitation is undertaken. Global Quarries proposes progressive rehabilitation. These are incompatible. Therefore, all important fill will have to be stockpiled for up to 18 years.  
Medical Conditions Pre-existing medical conditions of residents will be exacerbated by the proposed quarry over the 18 year lifespan.  
Pollution Dust, visual, water, noise, light, run off, traffic.  Pollution due to run off from imported fill will be incompatible with the current mineral organic soil content.   
Environmental There are numerous vulnerable and endangered flora, fauna and communities within this wildlife corridor E3 zone. The devastation of recent fires makes this Koala, spotted tail quoll, brush tail rock wallaby habitat essential in aiding the repopulation of these and other native fauna, flora and ecosystems.  
Communication This has been and continues to be inadequate. From lack of basic information to basic contradictory statements from Global Quarries.  No alert from the planning department was received regarding the amended Seers application, despite registration by several individuals. We have been denied the ability to respond to the amended application in depth.  
Phylloxera Goulburn Mulwaree local government area is a phylloxera exclusion zone (PEZ). Fill from Sydney will be coming from a Phylloxera infected zone (PIZ). It is unlawful to transport fill from a PIZ to a PEZ.   
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This whole hill, including the historic Trig Station is planned for removal. 
This picture was taken outside the adjoining property on Winfarthing Road. 
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This picture, showing the hill to be removed, was taken from the Hume Motorway, heading west, 
before Narambulla Ck. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

NSW Department of Industry Lands and Water Division 
Level 49 | 19 Martin Place | Sydney NSW 2000 

Tel: 02 9934 0805  landuse.enquiries@dpi.nsw.gov.au  ABN: 72 189 919 072 

 
OUT19/5046 
 
Lauren Evans 
Senior Planning Officer 
Resource Assessments  
NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
 
Lauren.Evans@planning.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Ms Evans 
 

Marulan Quarry (SSD-9750) 
Comment on the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment  Requirements (SEARs)  

 
I refer to your email of 12 April 2019 to the Department of Industry (DoI) in respect to the 
above matter.  

The following advice for you to consider is from relevant branches of DoI Lands & Water 
and Department of Primary Industries. 
 
The SEARs should include: 
 
DoI -– Water and Natural Resources Access Regulator  

• The identification of an adequate and secure water supply for the life of the project. This 
includes confirmation that water can be sourced from an appropriately authorised and 
reliable supply. This is also to include an assessment of the current market depth where 
water entitlement is required to be purchased. 

• A detailed and consolidated site water balance. 
• Assessment of impacts on surface and ground water sources (both quality and 

quantity), related infrastructure, adjacent licensed water users, basic landholder rights, 
watercourses, riparian land, and groundwater dependent ecosystems, and measures 
proposed to reduce and mitigate these impacts. 

• Proposed surface and groundwater monitoring activities and methodologies. 
• Consideration of relevant legislation, policies and guidelines, including the NSW Aquifer 

Interference Policy (2012), the Guidelines for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land 
(2018) and the relevant Water Sharing Plans (available at 
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/water). 

 
DPI – Agriculture 

• Assessment of impacts to agricultural resources and land including surrounding 
agricultural landuses and industries, important agricultural land, land capability and 
agricultural productivity. This would include demonstration that all significant impacts on 
current and potential agricultural developments and resources can be reasonably 
avoided or adequately mitigated.  

• Detail that the quarry is consistent with strategic plans and zone requirements. 



    

    
 

• Complete a Land Use Conflict Risk Assessment including: 
o Identification of potential land use conflict, in particular relating to separation 

distances and management practices to minimise dust, noise and visual impacts 
from sensitive receptors.  

o Consultation and negotiation with owners/managers of affected adjoining 
agricultural operations. 

• Include a biosecurity (pests, weeds and livestock disease) risk assessment outlining the 
likely plant, animal and community risks. 

• A biosecurity response plan to manage identified weed/pest animal risks.  

Attachment A  provides the relevant guidelines for assessment. 
 
DPI – Fisheries 

The project should be designed to: 
• Protect vegetated riparian buffer zone and water quality of adjacent waterways. 
• Protect fish passage through design of fish friendly waterway crossing over key fish 

habitat (if proposed). 
 
The EIS should provide a clear assessment of the: 
• Status of local waterway and riparian buffer zones. 
• The impact of surface water flows on the quality of adjacent waterways. 
• Effectiveness of proposed surface water treatment measures and erosion and 

sediment control treatment measures. 
 
The mine site should be rehabilitated and revegetated following completion of the mining 
activity. 
 
 
Any further referrals to Department of Industry can be sent by email to 
landuse.enquiries@dpi.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Liz Rogers 
Manager, Assessments 
Lands and Water – Strategic Relations 
1 May 2019 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

Marulan Quarry (SSD-9750) 
SEARs 

 
 
DPI Agriculture 

Guidelines for assessment: 

• Agriculture Issues for Extractive Industry Development  
o https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/367763/Agriculture-issues-for-

extractive-industry-development.pdf 
 

• Land Use Conflict Risk Assessment Guide 
o https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/412551/Land-use-conflict-risk-

assessment-LUCRA-guide.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END ATTACHMENT A 
 



 

NSW Department of Planning and Environment 
DIVISION of RESOURCES & GEOSCIENCE 

PO Box 344 Hunter Region Mail Centre NSW 2310 
E: landuse.minerals@geoscience.nsw.gov.au 

Tel: 02 4063 6500  
ABN 38 755 709 681 

 

 
 
 

30 April 2019 
 
Lauren Evans 
Senior Planning Officer – Resource Assessments 
Department of Planning & Environment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
 
Emailed: lauren.evans@planning.nsw.gov.au 

Your Reference: SSD-9750 
Our Reference: DOC19/332361 

 
Dear Ms Evans, 
 

Re: Request for Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements 
Project – SSD-9750 

 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide advice on the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SSD-9750) for the Marulan Quarry proposal. This is a response from NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment – Division of Resources & Geoscience (the Division). 
 

The building and construction industries in NSW require the ongoing replacement of supplies 
as current sources are exhausted. The continued sustainable development of existing and new 
quarries will facilitate the ongoing supply of construction materials to support affordable 
housing and infrastructure development for the growth of NSW. The resource in the subject 
area represents an important source of hard rock aggregate for the Sydney and regional 
markets. 
 

It is in the best interests of both the proponent and the community to fully assess the resources 
which are to be extracted. This means that a thorough geological assessment should be 
undertaken to determine the nature, quality and extent of the resource. Failure to undertake 
such an assessment could lead to operational problems and possibly even failure of the 
proposal. 
 
Ignimbrite is not a prescribed mineral under the Mining Act 1992. Therefore, the Division has 
no statutory role in authorising or regulating the extraction of this commodity, apart from its 
role under the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 and associated regulations and the Work 
Health and Safety (Mine and Petroleum Sites) Act 2013 and associated regulations, for 
ensuring the safe operation of mines and quarries. However, the Division is the principal 
government authority responsible for assessing the State's resources of construction 
materials and for advising State and local government on their planning and management. 

mailto:landuse.minerals@geoscience.nsw.gov.au
mailto:lauren.evans@planning.nsw.gov.au
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All environmental reports (EIS or similar) accompanying Development Applications for 
extractive industry lodged under the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 should 
include a resource assessment (as detailed in Attachment A) which: 
 

• Documents the size and quality of the resource and demonstrates that both have 
been adequately assessed; and 

 

• Documents the methods used to assess the resource and its suitability for the 
intended applications. 

 
The above information should be summarised in the EIS, with full documentation 
appended. If deemed commercial-in-confidence, the resource assessment summary included 
in the EIS should commit to providing the Division with full resource assessment 
documentation separately. Applications to modify, expand, extend or intensify an existing 
consent that has already been adequately reported using the above protocol in publicly 
available documents, may restrict detailed documentation to the additional resources to be 
used, if accompanied by a summary of past resource assessments and of past production.  
 
The Division collects data on the quantity of construction materials produced annually 
throughout the State. Forms are sent to all operating quarries at the end of each financial year 
for this purpose. The statistical data collected is of great value to Government and industry in 
planning and resource management, particularly as a basis for analysing trends in production 
and for estimating future demand for particular commodities or in particular regions. Production 
data may be published in aggregated form, however production data for individual operations 
is kept strictly confidential. 
 
In order to assist in the collection of construction material production data, the 
proponent should be required to provide annual production data for the subject site to 
the NSW Division of Resources and Geoscience as a condition of any new or amended 
development consent.  
 

During the preparation of the EIS, The Division recommends that the proponent consult NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment’s ‘EIS Guideline - Extractive Industries – Quarries’.  
This guideline is available from: 
 
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/Development-
Assessment/~/media/4A89C0947A8C4D70A983F8EE1D7B9790.ashx   
 
The Division would appreciate the opportunity for early consultation in relation to the proposed 
location of any biodiversity offset areas (both on and off site) or any supplementary biodiversity 
measures to ensure there is no consequent reduction in access to prospective land for mineral 
exploration, or potential for sterilisation of mineral or extractive resources. 

 

Queries regarding the above information should be directed to the Division of Resources & 
Geoscience - Land Use team at landuse.minerals@geoscience.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Steven Palmer 
A/Manager - Land Use 
 
 
 
Encl. Attachments “A” 

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/Development-Assessment/~/media/4A89C0947A8C4D70A983F8EE1D7B9790.ashx
http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/Development-Assessment/~/media/4A89C0947A8C4D70A983F8EE1D7B9790.ashx
mailto:landuse.minerals@geoscience.nsw.gov.au
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

NSW Department of Planning & Environment  

DIVISION OF RESOURCES & GEOSCIENCE  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL and WORK HEALTH & SAFETY  

ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR  

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL QUARRY PROPOSALS   

 

It is in the best interests of both the proponent and the community to fully assess the resources 
which are to be extracted. This means that a thorough geological assessment should be 
undertaken to determine the nature, quality and extent of the resource. Failure to undertake 
such an assessment could lead to operational problems and possibly even failure of the 
proposal. 

The following issues need to be addressed when preparing an environmental assessment (EA) or 
environmental impact statement (EIS) for a proposed construction materials (extractive materials) 
quarry: 

 

Resource Assessment 

 

1. A summary of the regional and local geology including information on the stratigraphic 
unit or units within which the resource is located. 

 

2. The amount of material to be extracted and the method or methods used to determine 
the size of the resource (e.g. drilling, trenching, geophysical methods). Plans and 
cross-sections summarising this data, at a standard scale, showing location of 
drillholes and/or trenches, and the area proposed for extraction, should be included 
in the EA or EIS. Relevant supporting documentation such as drill logs should be 
included or appended. Major resource proposals should be subject to extensive 
drilling programs to identify the nature and extent of the resource. 

 

3. Characteristics of the material or materials to be produced:  

a) For structural clay/shale extraction proposals, ceramic properties such as 
plasticity, drying characteristics (e.g. dry green strength, linear drying shrinkage), 
and firing characteristics (e.g. shrinkage, water absorption, fired colour) should 
be described. 

b) For sand extraction proposals, properties such as composition, grainsize, 
grading, clay content and contaminants should be indicated. The inclusion of 
indicative grading curves for all anticipated products as well as the overall deposit 
is recommended. 

c) For hard rock aggregate proposals, information should be provided on properties 
such as grainsize and mineralogy, nature and extent of weathering or alteration, 
and amount and type of deleterious minerals, if any.  

d) For other proposals, properties relevant to the range of intended uses for the 
particular material should be indicated. 
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Details of tests carried out to determine the characteristics of the material should be 
included or appended. Such tests should be undertaken by NATA registered testing 
laboratories. 

 

4. An assessment of the quality of the material and its suitability for the anticipated range 
of applications should be given. 

 

5. The amount of material anticipated to be produced annually should be indicated. If 
the proposal includes a staged extraction sequence, details of the staging sequence 
needs to be provided. The intended life of the operation should be indicated.  

 

6. If the proposal is an extension to an existing operation, details of history and past 
production should be provided.  

 

7. An assessment of alternative sources to the proposal and the availability of these 
sources. The impact of not proceeding with the proposal should be addressed. 

 

8. Justification for the proposal in terms of the local and, if appropriate, the regional 
context.  

 

9. Information on the location and size of markets to be supplied from the site. 

 

10. Route(s) used to transport quarry products to market. 

 

11. Disposal of waste products and the location and size of stockpiles. 

 

12. Assessment of noise, vibration, dust and visual impacts, and proposed measures to 
minimise these impacts. 

 

13. Proposed rehabilitation procedures during, and after completion of, extraction 
operations, and proposed final use of site. 

 

14. Assessment of the ecological sustainability of the proposal. 

 
 

Health and Safety Issues 

In relation to the health and safety of mining and quarrying operations, the following must be 
addressed: 

 

1. All mining operations are to comply with the following legislation: 
  a. Work Health and Safety Act 2011 
  b. Work Health and Safety Regulation 2017 
  c. Work Health and Safety (Mine and Petroleum Sites) Act 2013 
  d. Work Health and Safety (Mine and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2014 
  e. Explosives Act 2003 
  f.  Explosives Regulation 2013. 
 
2. The mine holder must appoint a mine operator and notify the Department in writing 

as required by clause 7 of the Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) 
Regulation 2014 before commencing any mining operations. 
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3. Other duties and notification and reporting requirements exist under the WHS laws 
and duty holders must ensure they understand and comply with these requirements. 

 
 

Mineral Ownership 

The Mining Act 1992 applies to those commodities prescribed by the regulations of the Act 
(Schedule 2, Mining Regulation 2016). Most construction materials are not prescribed minerals 
under the Mining Act 1992. In general terms, this means these materials are owned by the 
Crown where they occur on Crown land and by the landowner in the case of freehold land. A 
Mining Title is not required for their extraction although a Crown Lands licence is required 
where they occur on Crown land.  

 

Construction materials such as sand (other than marine aggregate), loam, river gravel, and 
coarse aggregate materials such as basalt, sandstone, and granite are not prescribed minerals 
under the Mining Act 1992. Therefore, the Division has no statutory responsibility for 
authorising or regulating the extraction of these commodities, apart from its role under the 
WHS laws with respect to the safe operation of mines and quarries. However, the Division is 
the principal government authority responsible for assessing the State's resources of 
construction materials and for advising State and local government on their planning and 
management. 

 

Some commodities, notably structural clay (i.e. clay for brick, tile and pipe manufacture), 
dimension stone (except for sandstone), quartzite, kaolin, limestone and marine aggregate are 
prescribed minerals under the Mining Act 1992. Minerals which are prescribed as minerals 
under the terms of the Mining Act may, in some cases belong either to the Crown or to an 
individual, depending on a number of factors including the date on which the mineral was 
proclaimed and the date of alienation of the land.  

 

The proponent needs to determine whether the material is privately owned or Crown mineral 
(publicly owned). If it is privately owned, then either a mining lease or mining (mineral owner) 
lease would be required. If it is a Crown mineral, an application for a mining lease will have to 
be lodged. 

 
If you are unsure whether a mining title is required for your proposal you should contact NSW 
Department of Planning & Environment, Division of Resources & Geoscience. 
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Lauren Evans

From: Girja Sharma <Girja.Sharma@waternsw.com.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 1 May 2019 4:52 PM
To: Lauren Evans
Subject: RE:- Marulan Quarry - Request for SEARs advice (SSD-9750)

Hi Lauren, 
 
Apology for delay. 
 
I refer to your email of 12 April 2019 requesting WaterNSW’s input into the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment 
Requirements (SEARs) for the proposed quarry. WaterNSW appreciates the opportunity and offers the following comments for 
your consideration. 
 
The subject land is located in the declared Sydney Catchment Area. A legislative function of Water NSW is to protect and 
enhance the quality and quantity of water in this catchment. 
 
Based on the information in the PEA, the SEARs should also include the following specific issues: 
 

 Water – including: 
 baseline monitoring data of Narrambulla Creek, both upstream and downstream of the site  

 a  detailed  assessment  of  the  potential  impacts  of  the  development  (including  flooding,  excavation,  wastewater,
stormwater and erosion) on surface water and groundwater resources, including: 
o impacts on Narrambulla Creek, wetlands, riparian land, and sensitive soils (sodic and saline) 
o impacts on any regional water supply infrastructure 
o impacts on adjacent licensed water users and basic landholder rights  
o whether the development can operate to achieve a neutral or beneficial effect on water quality, consistent with 

the State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Drinking Water Catchment) 2011, and 
o consideration of the relevant WaterNSW Principles for Managing Mining and Coal Seam Gas Impacts in Declared

Catchment Areas, including ‘Protection of water quality’ and ‘Sound and robust evidence regarding environmental 
impacts’,  

 details of water requirements and supply arrangements for construction and operation, and 

 a detailed description of the proposed water management system (including wastewater and stormwater management), 
water  monitoring  program,  erosion  and  sediment  control  measures,  management  of  the  virgin  natural  excavated
material & natural excavated material, and other measures to mitigate surface and groundwater impacts. 

 
It is requested that WaterNSW be consulted during the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Jim Caddey on (02) 4824 3401 or email at 
environmental.assessments@waternsw.com.au 
 
Regards 
 
Girja 
 

 
Dr Girja Sharma 
Catchment Assessments Manager 

 

Level 14, 169 Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 

PO Box 398, Parramatta NSW 2124 

T: 02 9865 2501 M: 0417 099 432 
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