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Executive Summary 

The NSW Department of Education proposes upgrades to Chatswood Public School and Chatswood 

High School to increase the capacity of both schools and provide new and upgraded facilities. This will 

involve site preparation work, the relocation of the Chatswood Intensive English Centre, the removal of 

62 trees, and construction of six (6) new school buildings to provide a total of 60 permanent learning and 

teaching spaces at Chatswood Public School and 123 permanent learning and teaching spaces at 

Chatswood High School, with associated upgrades to core facilities, landscaping and play-spaces.  

Across the two schools, the upgrades will support high-quality educational outcomes to meet the needs 

of students within the local community and deliver innovative learning and teaching spaces as follows: 

¶ More than 150 new and refurbished permanent innovative learning and teaching spaces which 
facilitate the removal of 53 demountable classrooms; 

¶ Increased quality active play space; 

¶ Specialist teaching facilities; 

¶ Dedicated performing arts spaces; 

¶ New sports facilities and recreational areas; and 

¶ New libraries and administration facilities. 

As the works have a capital investment value exceeding $20 million, the project is deemed to be State 

Significant Development under State Environmental Planning Policy (State and Regional Development) 

2011. The proposed works will generate up to 266 new construction jobs and up to 20 new full time 

equivalent operational jobs.  

Chatswood Public School is located at 5 Centennial Avenue and Chatswood High School is located at 

24 Centennial Avenue, within the Local Government Area of Willoughby. Chatswood Public School is 

listed as a heritage item of local significance under Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 2012 and 

Building A and Building B are identified as heritage items on the Department of Educationôs Section 170 

Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1977. 

The Public School is zoned R2 Low Density Residential, and the High School is zoned part SP2 Special 

Uses ï Educational Establishment and part E2 Environmental Conservation under Willoughby Local 

Environmental Plan 2012. Development for the purpose of an educational establishment is permissible 

with consent in both the R2 and SP2 zones, where works are proposed. 

The Department of Education has consulted with the local community, Willoughby Council and State 

government agencies throughout the design of the development. Feedback provided through this time 

has been incorporated and addressed in final design and supporting documentation. 

Environmental impacts associated with the proposed development have been the subject of detailed 

assessment, including impacts associated with built form, heritage, biodiversity and traffic/parking. The 

assessment finds that while the proposal will generate impacts, these impacts can generally be 

mitigated such that their outcomes are acceptable.  

The proposed works have been assessed on balance as providing significant public benefit to the 

immediate local and surrounding district through the provision of increased enrolment capacities for both 

the primary and secondary aged students within new educational facilities. 

This Environmental Impact Statement report has been prepared under Part 4 of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979, in accordance with the Secretaryôs Environmental Assessment 

Requirements for SSD 9483 issued by the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, and 

Schedule 2 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000. The works proposed 

under this DA will be subject to the recommendations of specialist reports so as to ensure appropriate 

outcomes are achieved.  

The proposed works have been designed to, and will be carried out in, the interests of the public. The 

works will meet the project objectives to provide additional capacity at both schools within high-quality, 

future-focussed learning and teaching facilities. 
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Accordingly, it is requested that the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces grant approval to the 

proposed State Significant Development application as set out in this report. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview  

1.1.1 Purpose of Report 

DFP Planning Pty Ltd (DFP) has been commissioned on by School Infrastructure NSW 

(SINSW) on behalf of the Department of Education (DOE) to prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS) to accompany a development application (DA) to the NSW Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) for proposed upgrades to Chatswood Public 

School and Chatswood High School.  

The proposed development is for an educational establishment with a capital investment value 

(CIV) of more than $20 million and accordingly, is deemed to be State Significant 

Development (SSD) pursuant to Clause 15(2) of Schedule 1 of State Environmental Planning 

Policy (State and Regional Development) 2011 (the SRD SEPP). 

On 6 August 2018, the Secretary of the DPIE issued Secretaryôs Environmental Assessment 

Requirements (SEARs) (Appendix 1) for SSD Application No. 9483. 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the SEARs, Part 4 of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) and Schedule 2 of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 (the Regulation) to enable assessment and 

determination of the proposal. 

1.1.2 Project Objectives and Summary 

The upgrades to Chatswood Public School and Chatswood High School involve the 

construction of new school facilities, site service upgrades and the relocation of the 

Chatswood Intensive English Centre (IEC) from the current location on the Chatswood High 

School site.  

With a growing reputation for educational excellence, including opportunity classes at the 

Public School and a selective stream at the High School, both schools have seen significant 

enrolment growth exceeding predicted current and future capacity, with resulting pressure on 

available space and facilities at each school.  

The proposed works will support high-quality educational outcomes to meet the needs of 

students within the local community and deliver innovative learning spaces. The works will 

generate significant benefits for both school communities, including new and refurbished 

learning and teaching spaces and specialist teaching facilities, improvements in the quality of 

active play space as well as new sports facilities and recreation areas, and new library, 

performing arts and administration facilities. The upgrades proposed at each school are 

detailed below: 

¶ Upgrades to Chatswood Public School, including the provision of:  

o 53 x homebases (comprising 25 existing, 28 new spaces);  

o Four (4) x special program classrooms (music, language etc);  

o Three (3) x special support unit classrooms; 

o Increased quality play spaces; 

o Retention of heritage buildings A and B; 

o New hall; 

o New car parking facilities and  

o Associated site works and landscaping. 

¶ Upgrades to Chatswood High School, including the provision of: 

o 123 Classrooms (comprising 21 existing and 102 new spaces) 

o New administration and staff facilities;  
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o New hall; and 

o Associated site works and landscaping. 

1.2 Site History  

Chatswood Public School and Chatswood High School are located in Chatswood in the 

Sydney Metropolitan Area of NSW. Chatswood Public School was established in 1883 and 

Chatswood High School was established in 1959. 

Table 1 describes the historical development of both sites. 

Table 1 Chronological History of the Site 

Year Building Expansion Works 

Chatswood Public School (Pacific Highway site) 

1895 First building on Chatswood Public School site 

1896 Chatswood Public School is officially opened at Pacific Highway site 

1896 Teacherôs residence built 

1898 Single storey extension along the Pacific Highway is made to the original building 

1899 Infants department is added 

1902-03 A two-storey wing is added to the north of the existing building 

1908 Two more classrooms and cooking room added to the Centennial Avenue side of the site 

1912 Playground is extended into three terraced areas ï ñThe Lowersò 

1915 
A second storey is added to the original building along the Pacific Highway side featuring two 
steeple-like towers at end 

1927-29 
A two-storey, 10 room building constructed for the infant classes on the western side of the site 
(Figure 1) 

1958 Widening of Pacific Highway meant school lost its front garden 

1974 Building C (the Cottage) and its grounds were purchased 

1990 Main building was sympathetically restored 

Chatswood High School (Centennial Avenue site) 

1954 The land at 24 Centennial Avenue is taken over by the Department of Education 

1956 Chiselhurst House is demolished 

1959 Chatswood High School is opened 

1968 Construction of school hall 

1970s Demountable buildings are used as facilities for the schoolôs Intensive English Centre 

2007 Two-storey specialised TAS block is completed 

2009 Refurbishment of the canteen, library and science areas 

 

Figure 1 illustrates the main school building as it was in 1930, as shown in the Heritage 

Impact Statement (Appendix 19). The second storey extension was added to the original 

building in 1915, creating one large two storey building. Figure 2 and Figure 3 illustrate the 

main frontages of each school site as they appear today. 
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Figure 1 Main School Building of Chatswood Public School in 1930 

 
Figure 2 Chatswood Public School (Building A) from Pacific Highway 

 
Figure 3 Chatswood High School (Building J) from Centennial Avenue 
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1.3 Site Context  

1.3.1 Location 

The Chatswood Public School and Chatswood High School sites are located at 5 and 24 

Centennial Avenue, Chatswood respectively (see Figure 4).  

Chatswood Public School (Highway Site) is located on the northern side of Centennial Avenue 

(no. 5) and has primary frontage to Pacific Highway and Centennial Avenue, and secondary 

frontages to Jenkins Street and James Street.   

Chatswood High School (Centennial Avenue site) is located on the southern side of 

Centennial Avenue (no. 24) and has a primary frontage to Centennial Avenue, with secondary 

frontage to Eddy Avenue, DeVilliers Avenue, Oliver Road and Freeman Road.   

   
Figure 4 Site Location 

1.3.2 Site Description 

Chatswood Public School comprises three (3) lots and Chatswood High School comprises 

fourteen (14) allotments as described in Table 2 (see survey at Appendix 5).   

Table 2 Site Description 

Street Address Lot / DP Area (ha) 

Chatswood Public School 
5 Centennial Avenue, Chatswood 

Lot 1, DP 812207 

1.97ha Lot 2, DP 812207 

Lot C, DP 346499 

Chatswood High School 
24 Centennial Avenue, Chatswood 

Lot 1, DP 725204 

5.97ha 
Lots 20-23, Section 6, DP 2273 

Lots 18-21, Section 7, DP2273 

Lots 16-20, Section 8, DP 2273 

COMBINED TOTAL 7.31 hectares 
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Chatswood Public School  

The Pacific Highway site has multiple road frontages, including frontage to: 

¶ Pacific Highway (120m); 

¶ Centennial Avenue (168m); 

¶ Jenkins Street (38m); and  

¶ Access from James Street. 

Chatswood Public School contains a range of educational and ancillary buildings that have 

been constructed and expanded at various stages since 1895, including classrooms, 

administration/staff facilities, amenities, multi-purpose hall and recreation facilities as follows: 

¶ Building A is a two storey Federation Arts and Crafts style building constructed in 1895 

that has local heritage significance. The building is brick in construction and runs north-

south adjacent to Pacific Highway. 

¶ Building B is a part two-storey, part four-storey brick building that was constructed 

around 1925-27 that has local heritage significance. The building runs north-south 

midway down the site towards Jenkins Street. The two-storey portion of the building is 

opposite Building A at the other end of the playground and the four-storey portion sits 

down into óthe Lowersô. 

¶ Building D is a two-storey demountable building that runs east-west on the corner of 

Centennial Avenue and Pacific Highway. 

¶ Building H is a single-storey brick building that runs east-west and adjoins the south-

western portion of Building A. 

¶ Building I is a two-storey brick building constructed in the Building Education Revolution 

that runs east west adjacent to Jenkins Street behind Building B. 

¶ Car Parking includes a car parking area for approximately 16 staff vehicles, accessed 

off Pacific Highway, and a small parking area for two (2) staff vehicles, accessed off 

Jenkins Street. 

There are also a number of demountable classrooms across the site, two (2) covered outdoor 

learning areas (COLAs) over the main playground space between Building A and Building B, 

and covered walkways throughout the site (Figure 5). 

The site sits at the top of steeply sloping terrain and falls from RL106.82 at the Pacific 

Highway frontage to RL96.52 at the south-western edge of the site at Jenkins Street, 

representing a fall of 10.3m across the site as identified in the Survey at Appendix 5. The 

natural topography of the land means the site enjoys district views toward the National Park, 

good solar access and natural ventilation. 

The Pacific Highway site contains a variety of mature trees and areas of hard stand 

playground space. óThe Lowersô contain sports courts and would have required significant cut 

and fill to create. There are retaining walls around the site to retain level, useable playground 

space and building platforms. 
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Figure 5 Aerial photograph of Chatswood Public School site 

Chatswood High School  

The Centennial Avenue site has multiple road frontages, including frontage to: 

¶ Centennial Avenue (250m);  

¶ De Villiers Avenue (87m); 

¶ Eddy Road (260m); and 

¶ Access from Oliver Road. 

Chatswood High School contains a range of educational, recreation and ancillary buildings 

that have been constructed at various stages since 1959. Built form includes classrooms, 

administration/staff facilities, multi-purpose hall, and recreation facilities, as follows: 

¶ Buildings A-E are two and three storey classroom buildings forming part of the original 

campus layout, with access from a common forecourt assembly area. 

¶ Building F is a part two part three-storey building comprising administration, staff and 

classroom facilities forming part of the original campus layout. 

¶ Building H is a multi-purpose hall of brick construction with a height equivalent to a two-

storey building. Primary entry/exit from building is to the north-west. 

¶ Building I is a single storey classroom building located centrally within the original 

campus layout, with access from the common forecourt assembly area. 

¶ Building J is a performing arts hall of brick construction with frontage to Centennial 

Avenue. 

¶ Building K is a two-storey classroom building with stairwell and ramp access to 

surrounding areas, overlooking the sports fields to the east. 

¶ Building M is a three-storey classroom building situated behind Building F, which is 

connected to Centennial Avenue via an elevated walkway. 

¶ Building N is a single storey demountable addition to Building J, used as classrooms for 

music and performing arts. 

¶ Sports Facilities include recently upgraded sports courts, comprising two (2) full sized 

basketball courts and one (1) half-sized basketball court, and one (1) full sized artificial 

turf football pitch. These facilities are subject to a joint-use agreement with Willoughby 

Council. 
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¶ Car Parking includes a main parking area for 102 staff vehicles (92 marked parking 

bays and 10 informal parking bays) accessed from De Villiers Avenue, and a secondary 

parking area for 18 staff vehicles, including 2 spaces for drop-off/pick-up servicing the 

Bush Campus accessed from Oliver Road. 

¶ Intensive English Centre (IEC) Buildings comprise a collection of approximately 14 

demountable structures on the western side of Buildings A-D. 

¶ Bush Campus Buildings comprise a collection of approximately 15 demountable 

structures on the eastern side of the sports field. 

The permanent and demountable buildings are supported by a network of covered walkways, 

COLAs and landscaped areas across all levels of the site. The site has a complex fall of 

topography, however in general terms the site falls from RL95.72 at the north-eastern corner 

at Centennial Avenue to approximately RL70.5 at the southern boundary to Eddy Road, 

representing a fall of 25.22m across the site. 

The site is heavily vegetated, with natural topography and remnant vegetation still prevalent 

across the site. Surveys carried out by Eco Logical Australia (Appendix 31) identify the 

predominant plant community type across the site to be ñSydney Blue Gum ï Blackbutt ï 

Smooth-barked apple moist shrubby open forest on shale ridges of the Hornsby Plateau, 

Sydney Basin Bioregionò, which is a threatened ecological community (refer Section 6.4.2). 

The eastern portion of the site is identified as having minor flooding impacts in the Swaines 

Creek Flood Study, which was carried out in March 2014 (Figure 6).  However, the proposed 

works are not located on the flood affected portion of the site. 

 
Figure 6 Extract of Swaines Creek Flood Study, March 2014 (Source: Stormwater Management Report by 

WGE)  

Playground space is distributed between active play areas (such as the playing fields and 

forecourt) and passive play areas amongst the landscaped/bushland areas of the site. 
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Figure 7 Aerial photograph of Chatswood High School site 

1.3.3 Surrounding Development 

The sites are situated on the western side of the Chatswood central business district (CBD), 

which comprises a major public transport hub within 300 metres of the Pacific Highway site 

and 500 metres of the Centennial Avenue site (Figure 8).  

The Pacific Highway site is adjacent to B5 Business Development zones along the western 

side of Pacific Highway, to the north of the site. To the east is the B3 Commercial Core zone 

including high density commercial and residential development. The land to the west and 

north west is zoned R2 Low Density and contains predominately low density residential 

development. To the south of the Pacific Highway site is R4 High Density Residential zone, 

which is located to the east of the Centennial Avenue site and contains medium and high 

density residential development. Building typologies and heights of the surrounding area are 

shown in Figure 9. 

The Centennial Avenue site is predominately surrounded by low density residential 

development to the north, west and south, consisting of buildings generally having a rise of 

one (1) to two (2) storeys. High density residential development is located to the west with 

built form ranging from four (4) to eight (8) storeys in height depending on the slope of the 

land.   

There are three (3) heritage listed houses in proximity to the Centennial Avenue site, one 

immediately to the west of the site (60 Centennial Avenue (Item I167) and two (2) opposite the 

site to the north (19 Centennial Avenue (Item I66) and 9 Centennial Avenue (Item I245)). All 

are listed under Willoughby Local Environmental Plan 2012 as ñHouse (including original 

interiors)ò. 
































































































































































