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AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM ADDITIONS & ALTERATIONS 
 
DESIGN STATEMENT 
 
The Australian Museum, Australia’s first museum, has a history of more than 190 years and has 
occupied the site on the corner of College and William Streets since the 1850s. Although it has 
been expanded in a series of distinct additions, it has retained a sense of identity and 
cohesiveness through its integrated functions as a public building, a repository of important 
biological and cultural collections, and a home to precious knowledge and ongoing scientific 
enquiry. It is a much-loved institution that appeals to the public’s curiosity and imagination. The 
Crystal Hall entrance building (2015) has helped to solve some of the challenges of access and 
circulation that have arisen through the agglomeration of so many different buildings on the 
site. The current project will build on this and ensure the Museum can continue to do its good 
work well into the future. The proposed larger touring exhibition gallery and ancillary spaces will 
expand the Museum’s capacity to bring exciting and much-needed international exhibitions to 
Sydney.  
 
The Business Case for the Australian Museum’s phased Master Plan was supported by a Benefit 
Cost Ratio of 1:55 for Phase 1 (the basis for the current project), suggesting an excellent return 
on investment to the State of New South Wales. Not only will the Museum be able to bring the 
public larger and better exhibitions, it will also be able to offer improved a visitor experience 
through upgraded amenities and circulation, as well as dedicated facilities for handling school 
groups. 
 
The Museum’s public entrance, the Crystal Hall is an award-winning building that contributes to 
the sense of excitement, curiosity and enlightenment that is synonymous with this institution. 
The new extension and the improvements to the Biodiversity Garden and landscaping on 
William Street will add to the sense of arrival while taking nothing away from the distinctive 
heritage fabric that contributes so much to its sense of place and history. Indeed, the opening 
up of the Heart of the Museum – its Atrium, flanked on three sides by sandstone – will reveal 
parts of these buildings that have been lost to public view for decades. 
 
The proposed additions and alterations respond to the Museum’s location and context by 
addressing and activating the William Street frontage and creating an entry suitable for an 
iconic Australian institution. The proposed extension of Crystal Hall respects the important 
heritage fabric and features of the existing building, retaining the visibility of the sandstone 
walls of the Parkes Farmer Wing through glazing from William Street. The reorientation of the 
existing Lower Ground floor egress stairs will provide better clarity and legibility to the main 
entrance above. Museum visitors will be able to enjoy more of the fine view over William Street 
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towards Cook & Phillip Park. Much awaited refurbishments and improvements to circulation will 
contribute to a better and more accessible Museum experience for the community. 
 
The Australian Museum champions access and inclusivity and welcomes all members of our 
diverse community, including young families, school children, people living with disabilities and 
those who speak other languages - Australians from all walks of life, not to mention a huge 
number of overseas visitors. The Museum’s Accessibility consultant and its own Accessibility and 
Inclusion Steering Committee and Advisory Panel have taken an active role in ensuring the 
Museum remains barrier free during the planning of the current proposal, and the design will 
add to the well-received improvements to accessibility delivered by the Crystal Hall 
development in 2015. 
 
The design team, including exhibition consultants Art of Fact, have undertaken detailed studies 
of queueing, cloaking and patron amenity, and the safety and comfort of Museum patrons and 
staff have been considered at all times during the design process. The Museum commissioned a 
comprehensive review of fire safety and services for the development in order to achieve a 
high-quality environment for staff and the growing number of people visiting the site.  
 
The proposed redevelopment is an important first step in revitalising and maintaining the 
prominence of one of the nation’s most valued institutions. 
 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
 

 
 
Aldo Raadik 
Director  
 
Hames Sharley (NSW) Pty Ltd 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In collaboration with 


































































































































































































































































































