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2.0  
SITE & CONTEXT 

ANALYSIS



METROPOLITAN CONTEXT
The Ivanhoe Estate is located in the suburb of Macquarie Park within 
the City of Ryde council in Sydney’s north-western suburbs, about 10 
kilometres from the Sydney CBD. 
Macquarie Park is identified as a Strategic Centre along the Global 
Economic Corridor under “A Plan for Growing Sydney’ and as a 
Priority Precinct within the Epping and Macquarie Park Urban Renewal 
Area. It is an area of significant government investment in transport, 
infrastructure and education facilities.
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REGIONAL CONTEXT
Ivanhoe Estate is located within close proximity to Macquarie 
University Train Station (500 metre walk), Macquarie University, 
Macquarie Shopping Centre, and Macquarie Park business park. 
This strategic position creates an appropriate location for which to 
maximise the number of people living within close proximity to this 
great mix of attractors and mass transit. 
Due to this strategic location, it has been identified as a priority 
precinct known as the Macquarie University (Herring Road) Precinct, 
of which Ivanhoe Estate sits within. This precinct is proposed to deliver 
up to 5,800 dwellings by 2031 as part of a transformation into a vibrant 
centre that makes the most of the available transport infrastructure 
and proximity to existing jobs, retail and education opportunities.
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LOCAL CONTEXT
The existing use within Ivanhoe Estate is a social housing estate 
containing 259 dwellings comprising townhouse and walk-up style 
apartment typologies. It has been an integral asset to the NSW 
social housing system since its establishment in 1990, providing a 
safe refuge to a significant number of people. The surrounding urban 
fabric is currently a mixture of large dispersed commercial buildings, 
warehouse lots, the sprawling University campus, big box shopping 
centre, medium to high density residential apartments, and single lot 
dwelling houses typical of the suburbs of Sydney. 
The Ivanhoe Estate sits within a changing context planned to 
experience significant growth to meet the strategic targets set for 
the precinct. While the land to the south of Epping Road is planned 
to remain R2 Low Density Residential for now, to the north the 
land is zoned B4 Mixed Use to the west of Shrimptons Creek and 
B7 Business Park to the east of Shrimptons Creek. Located within 
an identified Priority Precinct, the land to the north was subject to 
an increase in the allowable building heights and floor space ratio 
controls, now adopted within the Ryde Local Environment Plan 2014. 
This diverse and changing context can inform the proposed future 
uses within the Ivanhoe Estate, and strengthens the need for Ivanhoe 
benefit from and stitch into this surrouding fabric.
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THE SITE
The site is approximately 8.2 hectares and currently accommodates 
259 social housing dwellings, comprising a mix of townhouse and four 
storey apartment buildings set around a cul-de-sac street layout.
Immediately to the north of the site are a series of four storey 
residential apartment buildings. On the north-western boundary, the 
site fronts Herring Road and a lot which is currently occupied by four 
former student accommodation buildings and is likely to be subject to 
redevelopment.

OPEN SPACE
Ivanhoe is home to Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest as well as 
a riparian corridor along Shrimptons Creek. The retention and 
preservation of these natural ecosystems along the perimeter is part of 
the overarching objectives for the masterplan.
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